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AT HOME AND ABRGAD,
——l—— -

HERE is another very remarkable cablegram, pub-
lished by our daily contemporaries oo Baturday :—
% The Pope isdesirous of being restored to temporal
power. The Jesuits and bishops, with tha exception
of the italian, are favourable to hin aspirations."—The Pope ig
desirous of being restored to the Temporal Power! This is news,
indeed —almost as well worth cabling to the colonies as the fact that
there is & Pope in exietence. But, doubtless, even Mr, F.'s aunt had
ome meaning, deep and hidden though it might be, in her remark-
able declarations,—" There’s milestones on the Dover road,"” for in-
stance.—In the profound mind of sume telegraph agent or newspaper
correspondent some meaning is alko ia all probability attached 1o the
informalion alluded to. But inscrulable, we know, are the minds of
telegraph apents and newepaper correspondents. Who, therefore,
shall interpret to us their meaning ! Is it, perchance, to be found in
the second part of the message?! The Jesuits and bighopa, with the
exception of the Italian, we are told, are favourable 10 the Pope's
aspirations. Baut, verily, this is a piece of news almost ae good and
useful s the foregoing, In the exception, however, we seem to find
the essence of the whole affair, The ltalian Jesuits and bishops, we
are told, are the exception. They, 1t appears, are cpposed to the
sspirations of the Pope for the restoration of the Temporal Power,
The Jesuita we may probably leave out of the question, The average
bigot, whatever may be his particular way of thinking otherwise,
invariably inciudes the Jesuits in whatever, a8 a bigot, he haa got to
sny, Therefore, we may take for what it is worth the implied
abaurdity that the Italian Jesmils are at variance on this matter of
the Temporal Power with the members of their Order who belong to
other countries, The Jesuits. in short. have gotinto the cablegram in
something of the same way ae the head ¢f King Charles I, used to
get into the manuscript of Mr. Dick. What this cablegram, then, is
probably mesnt to euggest to the colenies e that the Italian bishopg
are opposed to the Pope’s demand for the resioration of the Temporal
Power. In other words, the bishops most affected by the existing
gtate of things—who at every mement cf their lives feel the incon-
venience and hardships attending on the usurpation, who are ham-
pered in all their actions, whoee charitable resources have been
plundered, the revennes of whose sees are in some inetances with-held,
and whose personal liberty has been curtailed and plaeed in cauger
by recent penal enactments, these bishops are oppceed to a demand
whose fulfilment would remove from them all these disabilities and
restore them to the position rightly belongimg to their high office,
The credibiluy of thie piece of news is, therefore, apparent, No
senmble man koowing asytbing at all of the matter could for a
moment receive such news as true, or even probable. What the par-
ticular efect of spreading it abroad wmay be we canovot tell, As thke
Roman situation is at present, however, even the most foolish and
contradictory teport may not be without some importance. Some-
toing has possibly occurred to call out anotber remonstrance, or a
repeated condemnation of the nsurpation, from the Holy Father, and
an intelligent agency has cabled information respecting it in the
manner we see,

ABBUEDLY
REFORTED,

“ BuLLETs and Bibles,” such is Count Caprivi'a

NOTHING NEW, hope for the civilisation of Africa, The new Ger-
wan Chancellor, if reported aright, says ibat he

views the colonial policy of the empire with misgivioge, but that
retreat is now impossible. His reliance, therefore, he says, is placed
upoon bullets and Bibles. The association, perbaps, may seem a Littls
ptartling at firat mghot, but on reflsction it will hardly be found so.—
At least the composute arising from familiarity may be felt respecting
it. Have we not, in fact, been famihar with such an association
form of old? It basaboutitthe genvine Puritan ring with which
history nss acquainted ws. Such worthies, for example, ag William
the Bilent abroad, and Cromwell at home, men of piety and valour
all of them, have given by-gone ages practical examples of it, But,

in our own day, Africa iteelf has bad practical experience of it,—
What people bave ever been reputed of more devotion to their Biblea
than those sturdy Africaps, the Boers, who, nevertheless, where the
civilisation of the native races was concerned, have had a firm roliance
on the efficiency of the bullet. In this regard the Germans can
introdoce into the conntry little which the Dutch had not previously
introduneed, though their greater strength and much vaster resources
will doubtless enable them to work on a larger scale and with mors
atriking results than the Boers have been able to attain to, The
Bible and butlets and the Koran and bolleta-—the African tribes have
had abundant experience of both asscciations, and it would not be
surprising to find that they bad come to look upon both as pretty
much the same, The fear is, meantime, lest the Bibles having failed
in the taek allotted to them, and, indeed, if in this case ala. wa may
reason from analogy, the probabilities are in favour of their failure,
the bullets may be called upon to make up for what is wanting, and
the begioning of more evil daya has dawned upon the peopls of
Africa, There is, besides, some slight canse for alarm in the boldness
of the manner in which Qount Qaprivi has spoken ocut and the com-
plete absence of concealment with which be has expressed his confi-
dence in a union of religion and blood-shed. The matter smacks
over much of the olden times, and seems to indicate that the ideas of
the day are oot quite so firmly settled in new channels as we had
been led to puppose, Circumstances, perbaps, might arise in which
bullets and Bibles would have a wider application than to Africa
alone, 'I'he expression is certainly one very capable of sinister inter-
pretation,

AR the question of Freelrade or Protection is one
that seems always current, and which, therefore,
posgessed & contioual interest, the following
rewarks which we take io enbstance from our
contemporary, La France Austrole, of Noumes, will be appreciated
by our readers—differently, however, as they bappen to be respeot-
ively Freetraders or Protectionists, Our contemporary, we may
add, takes the article frcm the Petit Jeurnal, 8 Parisian newspaper,
by which it was publirhed & propes of the appointment by the
Chamber of Deputies of a committee to investigate the all-important
question. The Petit Journal, then, beging by etating the argument
of the freetrader that the consumer mbould be permitted to buy in
the cheapest market, Bat, he replies, the consumers who are nof
also producers form & minority in the country. The power of tha
consumer as guch, moreover, depends on hkis selling his own produce
at remunerative prices. If, then, says our contemporary, by a too
widely opened compstition, you injure production as & whole, tha
coneumers a8 & whole also will be obliged to restriet themselves, and
consumption will suffer by it. Our conlemporary takes ac an illos-
tration the cage of & workman whose produce yields him a wage of
pix francs a day. He will spend five frapes and save one. Bat
unioose foreign competition, eo that his produce can only be made
to yield a wage of four france and & balf, The workman’s means a8
a consumer will be reduced, and he will be unable to save anything,
1t is, therefore, the producer, says our contemporary, that we must
consider, It is to him that we must ensure the just remureration
for bis labour, and he in time will Lecome a valuable comsumer,
furpishing to the other producers of the country an sdvantageous
market, In anawer to the argument that each country should
import froma wnother whbat it can produce more cheaply, our con-
temporary quoteg the case of France as a wheat.growing country
compared with the United Btates, Tho Freetrade doctrine, he says,
will have this wheat admitted to benefit the French consumer,
Those, however, who have raised wheat in France would be ruined
or very nearly so, The operstion being repeated yearly, they would
have to suffer losses which wouid discourage them, Laod wonld fall
in value and the public wealth would be injured, Beveral other
examples of a similar kind, says our contemporary, could be cited.
But as to treaties of commerce, our contemporary treats them with
the utmost contempt, They were invented, be eays, by Hogland
and almost for her own sole profit. The Petit Journal, in fact
makes sbort work of the argamenta in favour of Freetrade—aithough
we fancy he bas by no means eaid the last word on the subject.
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