
Mr.Balfour explainedthat several principles must ba laid down
in a LandPurchase Bill for Ireland. Here are thrss which alone
wouldmake such a Bill acceptableto Liberals :— l. It must involve
nouse of Imperialcredit. 2. Itmustinvolve nonse of Irish credit
without the assent of the Irish psople whose credit is pledged. 3.
Itmust be approvedby the Irish people through their represen-
tatives.

WELL SPENT.

gratitude of a peoplewho have the good fortune to be under a Go-
vernment whose laws and administration are animated by a spirit
of justice,equity, and of impartiality, and of paterDal solicitude."Whether the Catholics of Ireland ought tofeel themselves boundby
these latter motives of submission to their Government is a point
which itis not expedient for me todiscuss,andmuch less to affirm on
this festive occasion, devoted to the joyous memory of St. Patrick."
Unpalatable truths werenot made for festiveoccasions. ButDr Kirby
indicated pretty clearly big own view by expressing ihe hope that" He, in whose hands are thehearts of kings and tbelightsof nations,*'
may yet

"
effect that the political power which England exerci'es in

Ireland shall be based, through the justice and wisdom
of her statesmen, not on the terrorof material force,but in thehearts
andaffections of a grateful andgenerous people." Ourcorrespondent
speaks ot theexcellent effect producedby those words. Itis the aim
of the enemies of Ireland atRome to spreadtbebelief that everything
that need be done has beend ne for Ireland, and that it is Irish
unreasonabless and turbulence that cause all the present troubles.
The venerable Rector of the Irish College has made itclear that such
isnot his be ief,and that such is not the belief of the episcopate
whose agent he is in bis present position. If theBritish Bnvoy knew
that his presence at the Irish College would have elicited these de-
clarations be would probably have found himself engaged elsewhere
on the occasion. Whatever himself andbin attendant, Captain Boss,
of Bladensburg, the author of the blood-curdling article on Irish
secret societies whichappeared in Macmillan a couple of yearsago,
andrepresentedIrelandashoneycombed withsecretorganisations-
whatever they may be engaged in plotting one thing tbeir plotscan-
not accomplish and thac is the misrepresentation of Irish Catholic
opinion. It repudiates them. It looks upon their work with
suspicion. They holdno warrant from any authority in Ireland.
They aretimply,as far as Ireland is concerned, the agents of the
political party which attempts to maintain English power hereon the
basisof material force. What the moral standing of that party ia
Archbishop Kirby has dtfined with sufficient clearness, and his
definition is thedefinition that would ba given by the Bishops of
Ireland. The aged prelate has renderedhis country a signal service
by his timely words, and their effect willnot be lost at Rome.

IS THE SUN BLUE ?

(From Truth, March 27.)"GENKBAIi
"

HAIG (presumably an officer of the Salvation Army)
was recently sent by the IrishChurch Missions Society to inquire
into what was doing io. Ireland,with a view to convert Catholics
into Protestantß. The

"
General

"
has discovered thatthere is

"
com-

paratively little to show in the shapeof direct and openly-confessed
conversions," and he therefore feels inclined to doubt "encouraging
reports." "But," somewhat illogically continues the "General,"" for the sake of the poor people themselves we are obliged to be
silent about results." Under those circumstances what does he
suggest? "That the older Missions should be closed in the West,
where the people have heard the Gospel for thirty or forty years,
and that the staff employed there should be sent to evangelise
other partsof Ireland." The report windsup with theusual demand
for funds.

The IrishChurch Missions have spent about £200,000 in the last
ten years. They have no converts, for de non apparentibuset de non
existentibus is oue and the same thing. Tbis vast 6um of money has
been expended in salaries and travelling expenses in the West of
Ireland. Failure having resulted there, they have now the impu-
dence to ask for funds to try elsewhere. Tbe society appears to be
little more tban iin association for collecting funds to securesalaries
toofficials, and it is to be hoped the public will not be so silly as to
part with more money for this purpose. It may be desirable that
Jews Bhould become Christians, and that Catbolics should become
Protestants. Isee no reason,however, why largoamounts should be
subsciibed to I'nablo persons to mike a livmg by not converting
Jews or Catholics, aad yet this is really the outcome of the Society
for tbe Conversion of the Jews and ths Irish Cburch Missions
Society.

One of the shining lights of astronomical science has this to say in
regard to the colour of the sun:—: —

Itmaybe ask-d,"What suggests theidea that the sun is blue1
"

My own attention was directed this way many years ago, when
measuiing theheat and light from different parts cf the sun's disc.
Itis known that the snn has an atmosphere of its own which tem-
pers its heat,and, by cutting off certain radiations and not others,
produces the spectral lines with which we are sofamiliar. These
lines weusually study in connection with the absorbing vapours of
sodium, iron, etc , which produce them;but my own attention was
particularly given to tbe regions of absorption,or to the colour it
caused.

In these investigationsIfound that the sun's body must be of a
deep bluish colour, and that it wouldshed deep b!ue light,except for
the solar atmosphere, which is usually spokenof asbeing colourless,
but which rea ly plays tbe part of a reddish veil, lettinga little of
the blue appear on the centre <f the sun's disc, where it is the
thinnest,and staining the edge red, so as to appear toadelicate test
as beinga pale aquamarine in the centre and a deep garnet around
tbe edge. The effect Ifound lo be so important that, were this all
but invisible solar atmosphere diminished only by a third part, the
temperatureof all temperate zon9s wouldrise higher than any torrid
zone, a d make the greater part of tre world uninhabiiable.

These studies directedmy attention to tbe greatpractical impor-
tance of studying the action of our own terrestial atmosphereon the
sun,and the antecadent probability tnat our own air was also, and
independently of having the effect of miking a really blue sunshine
andsun appear as v*h;te when itshould appear of a ceruleanhue.—
St. Louis Republic.

ARCHBISHOP KIRBY AND THE BRITISH
ENVOY AT BOME.

(TheNation, March 29 )
Wa areglad tobe able to lay before our readers full and auUienfic
details of what transpiredat tbe St. Patrick's Day (inner in ihe
Irish College, Rome, between the Butisb Eovoy to the Vatican ami
the Rector of theInth Collet. Sir John Simmons ha, since he
enteredRome, been seeking for the recognition of trie Irish represen-
tatives there. He went so far on the < ccasion of the ce'ebration of
tbe festivalof Bt. Thomas at tbe English College as to publicly abk
tbe Rector of the Irish Co le^e, Arcboishop Kirby, f _>r an invitation
to tlie S\ Patrick's J^ay celebiation. We ventured at the time to
Lxpms the hope that it would not be givin. Ihe motive of the
(X'raordinary departure fiom the lines of official etiquette was too
plain. Manifestly it wassimply an attempt toget theEnvoy-Extra-
ordinary for tbe affairs of Maltaaccepted as anEnvoy-Extraordinary
for the arldirs of Ire.aud by the liish representatives at Rame. We
wished to see the attempt defeated. Archbishop X rby ha-, however,
accomplished our desne withoutgoing the length of meeting discoar-
tesy with discourtesy. Hemvi ed tbeEnglish Envoy as anordinary
guest, but he made i> plan that neither ht Rome nor at home is the
party which sent Sir John Simmons to Rome likely to beaccepted as
the fiiends andexponents of Irish Cathol'c feeling. The veracious
conespondentof the Daily Chronicle was, of course, equal to tbe
occasion. He telegraphed himehisown versionof what happenedou
theoccasion. Ihe u^uquet was described asonegiven iohouour.of the
Ergiish Euvoy, ani Monsi^nor Kirby was represented as having
made a fulsome sptech of a lmira' ionlor English authority. We diU
not need our Roman correspondent's contradiction of this ktuS. to
correctly estimate its truth. In order to effectively dispose oi the
story and to allay all the needless apprehensions to which it gave
rise, he forwards us today the lull repoit of Aicabishop X rby's
speech. It wasdelivered inpresence not only of theEnglish Euvoy,
but if the Cardinal-vicaralso;and itmade clear that the courtesy
extended to tlc Envoy was of the most purely formal chaiacter. He
pointedout that if tbe sonsof ihe (Jhurch.established by fir. Patrick
bad Leen ietaintd in al egiance by the laws of conscience and
morality preachedby that (Jourch,England has special reasou to be
grateful. Besides that »illegian<.e for conscience sake, declared Dr.
Kirby, there was sometimes another which arose from the loveand

Mr.Cobb.the sturdy Home Ruemember for the Rugby division
of Warwickshne, had Mr. Henry Mathews up again on Taursday
(■>aysa Londonpaper, March 25), to answer a question about some
money the notorious forger, Richard Pigo't, recsivei from the
excellent Mr. S amesof the Tunes. Mr. Gobb asked the Home Sec-
retary, amidst Irish cheers, wtielfcer he wouldnow give the respecive
daies in August and September, 1888,Japon which the £10 note and
the £5 note, which formed part of the remittance received from tbe
la'e Richard Pigott by his housekeeper on the 23rdFebruary, 1889,
were drawn from the bank by Mr. Noaraes, and tLe number
of such no e3 ; and whether he could ascertain and would
state to whom Mr. Soames pail such notes, and on what date
or da'es. Mr, Ma.hews replied that he had no better means
than thehon. member of ascertainingon wh^t dates Mr. Soames
drew money from his bankers or paid it to his witnesses;
and, therefore, he had not traced the notesmquestion. Mr. Cobb—
Have tbe po'ice traced them ? Mr. Matthews

—
Not that lam aware

of Mr. Labjuchere—
A.s the right hr>n. gentltmaa is responsible lo

this House for ihe action of tbe police, willhe ba good enough to
make inquiries ? Mr. Mathews— That is not in the original question.
Mr. Libouchere-Will the ri<*bt bon gentleman a'-k thep >lice whether
in their investigations, tiey discovered when ihese notes were
and to whom they were paid I—Mr.1

— Mr. Jesse Collmgs took it uponhim
to give a decided negative, whereat there was laughter 'oud and
long. Mr.Cobb again askedhis questions on Monday;but the Home
Secretary could only lamely say that the police hadlearned that the
£10 remittedby Pigott to his housekeeperhad been issued on Mr.
Soarnes's cheque,but they had not ascertained whenor to whom Mr.
Soames paid the notes.
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security at 6 per cent.;withit anyone would advance it at 2| per
cent. Can anything,therefore, be more absurd than to say that the
guarantee is nominal?

Bat thescheme for the congesteddistricts is even more Bcanda-
loua. Tne land, for agricultural purposes, is, generally speaking,
worthless. Irishmenlive ouitbecause itis their home, and because
they have built theirhouses ou it. Mr. Balfour proposes to immi-
grateor emigratea portion of thepopulation, and to throw several
holdings into one. A? the residential value would thus disappear,he
asks thatithe landlord should be paid for the existing residential
value from fundsbelonging to the public. This is much as though
the ratepayersof themetropolis were told that they must pay land-
lords of insanitary rookeries the valueof their rookeries, based upon
the rents that they havederived from herding humanbeings instye*
like animals. Tbe houses that are to be pulled down belong, be itremembered, to the tenants. They are to receive nothing for them,
for evidently a tenant-right in a house to be pulled down is non-
existing,
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