Friday, May 23, 1840

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

19

security at 6 per cent.; with it anyone would advance it at 23 per
cent. Oan anything, therefore, ba more absurd than to say that the
guarantee s nomioal }

But the scheme for the congested districts is even more scanda-
lous. Toe land, for agricultnral purposes, is, generally speakiog,
wortoless, lrishmen live on it becawse it ig Lhetr home, and because
they have built their houses ou it. Mr. Ballour proposes to immi-
grate or emigrate a portion of 1he population, and to throw several
holdings ioto one, As the residential value would thus disappear, he
asks thatithe landlord should be paid for the existing residential
value from fands beloaging to the public. This is much as though
the ratepsyers of the metropalis were toid that they must pay land-
lords of insanitary rookeries the value of their ro keries, based upon
the rents that they have derived from berding human beings in styes
hike animals. The honses that are to be pulled down belong, be it
remembered, to the tenante. They are to receive nothing for them,
for evidently a tenant-right in a house to be pulled down is non-
existing,

Mr. Balfour explained that gaversl priociples ot be laid down
in & Land Purchase Bill for Ireland, Here are thcse which alone
would make such a Bill aceeptable to Liberals :—1. It must involve
no use of Imperial credit, 2. It mustinvolve no use of Irish eredit
without the assent of the Irish pzople whose ecredit is pledged. 3.

It muost be approved by the Irish people throngh their represen-
latives.

WELL SPENT.

— .
(From Truth, March 27.)

*FENERAL " HAlG (presumably an officer of the Bilvation Army)
was receatiy sent by the Irish Church Missions Hoeciety to ioqmre
into what was doing ia Ireland, with a view to convert Cathoiics
into Protestants, The ' General ™ has discovered that there is ' com-
paratively little to show in the sbape of direct and openly-confessed
conversions,’” and he therefore feels incliced to doubt “ encouraging
reports,”  * But,” somewhat illogically continues the ¢ General,”
“ for the sake of the poor people themselvea we are obliged to be
silent about results.,” Under those circumstances what does he
saggest] “ That the older Missions should be closed in the West,
whers the people have beard the Gospel for thirty or forty vears,
and that the staff employed there should be sent to evaagelise
other parts of Ireland.” Tue report winds up with the usaal demand
for funds.

The Irieh Church Missions have spent about £200,000 in the last
ten years. They bave no converts, for de non apparentridbus et de non
existentibus i3 one and the sams thing, This vast sum of mooey has
been expeoded in salaries and travelling expenses in the West of
Ireland. Failure having resulted there, they have now the imju-
dence to ask for funds to try elsewhere. The society appears to be
little more thban »n association for coliecting fands to secure salaries
to officials, and it is to be hoped the public will not be =o gilly a3 to
part with more money for this parpose. It may be desirable that
Jews should become Curistiang, and that Catbolics should become
Protestants. I see oo reasgu, however, why large amounts ehould be
subscribed %o cnable persons to mike & liviog by not converting
Jews or Catholics, aad yet this 1s really the outcome of the Society
for the Converrion of the Jews and the Irwh Church Missions
Society,

ARCHBISHOP KIRBY AND THE BRITISH
ENVOY AT BOME,

e

(The Nation, March 29)

We are glad to be able to lay before our readers full and autfieniic
detmle of what transpired at the 3t. Patrick’s UDay <inner i 1he
Irih College, Rome, Letween tae Biitiah Hovey to the Vatican and
the Bector of the Irith CQollewc.  Bir Jobn Simmons ha , since bhe
entered Rome, been seeking tor the recognition of the Inish represer-
tatives there.  He went so far on the cccasion of the ce'ebration of
the festival of 8Bt, Thumss at the Englsh College as to publicly ask
the Rector of the Lrish Co leze, Arcooishop Kirby, f5r an invitation
to ti:e §*. Pairick's ay celebtation, We ventured at the fime to
express the hope that it would not be givin. The motive of the
«xrracrdinary deparcture fiom the lines of official etiguette was too
plaw. Manifestly it was simply an aitempt 10 get the Envoy-Extra-
ordinary for 1be affairs of Malta accepted as an Hnvoy-Extiaordinary
for the effairs of lre.aud by the Liish representatives at Rome, We
wishtd to ace the artempt defeated. Archbishop K rby ha«, howaver,
acoompliehed our desite wiLbout going the length of meeting discoar-
tesy with discourtesy. tie invi ed tve English Knvoy as an ordioary
guest, but he made 1. pliin that neither »t Kome nor at home is the
par'y whichk sent Sir John Simmons to Rome likely to be acoepted as
1he f:iends and exponents of Irish Catholic feeling, The veraciuus
coriespondent of the Daily Chronicle was, of course, equal to the
oeeasion. He telegraphed hime his own versico of what happened un
the occasion,  The bangquat was desoribud as one given ia houour of the
Erghsh Kuvoy, eni Moaosignor Kirby was represented as baving
made a folsome sprech of a tmira’lon tor Koglish authority, We dug
nut peed our Boman correspondent’s contradiction of this stuff oy
correctly estimate 1ta trath, In order to effvctively dispuse ot tie
story and to allay all the needless appreheusions 10 which 1t guve
rise, he forwards us tc-day tbe full repoit of Arcubishep Krby's
gpeech, It was dehivered 1z presence not only of the Eoglish Kuvoy,
put £ the Cardinal-vicar also ; and it made clear that the courtesy
extended to tt e Envoy was of the most purely formal character, He
poiuted out that 1f tbe 8ons of the Church eswablisbed by 8r, Patrick
pad been retalnd 1o al eglauce by the laws of censeencs and
mora'ity preached by that Coureh, England has special reason tu be
grateful, Betides that ullegiance fur consclence sake, declared Dr,
Kirby, there was sometimes another which arose from the love and

gratitnde of a people who bave the good fortune to be under a Go-
vernment whose laws and admipistration are animated by a spirit
of justice, equity, and of impartiality, and of paterpal solicitude,
“ Whether the Catholicg of Ireland ought to feel themselves bound by
these latter motives of eubmission to their Government is a point
whioch 1t is not expedient for me to discnse, and much less to affirm on
this festive occasion, devoted to the joyous memory of 8t. Patrick,”
Unpalatable truths were not made for festive occasions, Bat Dr Kirby
indicated pretty clearly bis own view by expressing the hope that
“ He, in whose hands ave the hearts of kinga and therights of nations,”
may ye. “effect that the palitical power which England exercices in
Iraland shall be based, through the justice and wisdom
of ber statesmer, not on the terror ol material force, but in the hearts
and affections of a grateful and generous people.”” Our correspondeat
spenks ot the excellent effect produced by those words. It ia the aim
of the enemies of Ireland at Rome to spread the belief that everything
that need be done has been d ne for Ireland, and that it is Irish
unreasonabless and turbulence that cause all the present troubles,
The venerable Rector of the Irish College has made it clear that sach
isnot bis be ief, and that gach i3 not the belief of the episcopate
whose agent he is in bis present position. If the British Envoy koew
that his presence at the Irish College would have elicited these de-
clarations be wonld probably have found himself engaged elsewhere
on the ocoasion, W hatever himself and his attendapt, Oaptain Ross,
of Hladensburg, the anthor of the blood.curdling article on Irish
gecret socletics which appeared o Maemillan a couple of years ago,
and represented I[reland as honeycombed with secret organisationa-—
whatever they may be engaged in plotting one thing their plots can-
not accomplish and thac is the misrepresentation of Irish Catholie
opinion. It repudiates them, It looks upon their work with
suspicion, They hold no warrant from any authority in Ireland.
They aresimply, as far as Ireland is concerned, the agents of the
political party which attempts to maintain Hoglish power here on tha
basis of material force. What the moral standing of that party is
Archbishop Kirby haa defined with sufficient clearness, and hin
definition is the definition that would ba given by the Bishopa of
Ireland. The aged prelate has rendered bis country a sigaal service
by his timely words, and their effzct will not be lost at Homa,

Is THE SUN BLUE?

I

ONE of the shining lights of astronomical science hag this to say in
regard to the eolour of the sun :—

It may be ask .d, * What suggesta the idea that the sznia blue 7 **
My own attention was directed this way many years ago, when
measming the heat and lgbt from different parts (£ the sun's dise.
It is known that the enn has an atmosphere of 1ts own which tem-
pers its heat, and, by cutting off certain radiatinns and not others,
produces the spectral lines with which we are so familiar. Thess
lines we nsnally study in connection with the absorbing vapours of
sodium, iron, ete , which proluce them ; but my own attention was
particularly given to the regions of absorptivo, or to the colour it
caused,

In these investigations I found that the san's body must be of a
deep bloish colour, and that i1t wonld ahed deep blue light, except for
the solar atmosphere, which is usually spoken of as being colourless,
but which realy plays the part of a reddish veil, letting a little of
the blue appear on the ceatre of the sun's disc, where it is the
thinnest, and ataining the edge red, so as to appear to a delicate test
ag hsing a pale aquamarine in the centre and a deep garnet around
the edge. The effect I found to be so important that, were this all
but invisible solar atmesphere diminished only by a third part, the
temperature of all temperate zones wouid rise higher than aay torrid
zone, 8 ¢ make the greater part of tre world uninhabitable,

‘I'bese stulies directed my attention to the great practical impor-
tance of studging the action of our own terrestial atmosphers on the
sun, and the antecadent probability tnat our own air was also, and
independeuntly of having the effect of making a really blue sunshine
and san appear a~ whits when it should appear of a ¢erulean hue.—
St. Louis Republic.

Mr. Cobb, the sturdy Home Ro'c member for the Rugby division
of Warwickshue, had Mr, Henry Mathews up again on Touraday
(+ays a London paper, March 25}, to answer a question about some
money the noturions forger, Richard Pigo't, reczivel from the
aexceilent Mr. 8 ames of the Zimes. Mr. Cobb asked the Home Sea-
retary, amidst Irish cheers, whether be would now givethe respective
dates 1o Avgust and September, 1888 Jupon which the £10 nute and
the £5 note, which formed part of the remitrance received from the
la‘e Richard Pigott by his housekeeper on the 23rd February, 1889, -
wore drawn from the bhank by Mr, »oames, and tie nomber
of such mnoes; and whether he could ascertain and woold
state to whom Mr., Soames pail esuch notes, and on what date
or da'es. Mr. Mahews replied that he had no better means
than the hon, member of ascertaining on what dates Mer. Soamea
drew money from his bankers or paid it to his witnesses;
and, therefore, he had not traced the notes 1 question. Mr. Cobb—
Have the po'ice traced them 7 Mr. Matthews—Not that I am aware
of Mr. Lab)uchere—As the right ben, gentlemaa is responsible 10
tme Houss for 1he sction of the police, witl he b2 good enongh ta
make inquiries ? Mr. Mahews—That isnot in the original questinn,
Mr, Labouchere-Will the right hon gentleman avk the plice whether,
in their insestigations. they discovered when these notes were drawn
and to whom they were paid -—Mr, J:ss¢ Colhings took it opon him
to give a decided negative, whereat there was laughter 'owd and
long. Mr. Cobb again asked hisquestions on Monday ; but the Homa
St cretary conld only lamely say that tha police had learned that the
£10 remitted by Pigott to hia bousekeeper had been issued on Mr,
Boames's cheque, but they had not ascertained when or to whom Mr,
Soames paid the notes,



