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our readers of the nature of his institution, Tt is & * bird's nest ” of
the most flagrant deseription where Catbelic children are detained
against the will of their parents, and where every effort is made to
Pervert their faith. No Catholic deserving of the mams, so long
a3 Dr, Barnardo's instizntion rightly owns this repatation, can pos-

8ibly subscribe one sixpence towards ite support, or do anything
whatever in aid of it.

THx Irish party bave had a victory over the Tories. Nob a very
important ons, it is trre, but etill one to be takeo as an additional
straw among several of late moved by the changing wind. The
occasion was that of the moving, by Mr, Fox, M.P., for Tallamore, of
the second reading of the Labourers' Bill for Ireland, and which
wag carried, notwithstanding Government opposition, by & majority
of 26 iu a thin Huuse, We do not set very much store by this vic-
tory, but still it is decidadly something gained, and, what is more,
we aave heard it stated at ite least value through a hostile mediam—
the cable agency,

IT is conso'ing to find that Sir Charles Dilke, who, we under-
stand, is ao suthority on the subject, considers that these colonies are
prepared to encouster the brant of war. Bpeaking the other night
8t a meeling of the Royal Colonial Inatitute, Sir Charles, we are
told, referred to Australa as the safest part of the empire, and
relatively the best prepared for war. A weak point, however, was
mentioned by the speaker which, pechaps, some of ws kad not con-
pidered,—that is, the attractions of the Weatport con! mines, whose
fame as providing tfuel for steamships is evidently very widely
spread abroad. Sir Charles thought the mines ought to bz defended.

The hint, no doubt, will be taken into consideration by the aunthorities
concerned,

CouNT CaPRIvI recommends bullets and Bibles for the civilisa-
tion of Africa, and anotier notable interested in the condition of tbe
continent seems partially to agree with him. Bpesking the other
night at the London Guildhall Mr. Stanley, the famous explorer,
condemoed what he cailed the  Quakeriem and namby-pamby journ-
alism, which were thwarling eaterprise ia Africa.”” The utterance
appears to confirm certain reports of Mr. Stanley’s methods of pro-
ceeding in the country alluded to, which it was to ba hoped might
prove unfounded, Hz: is evidently an ndvocate of the bullets, what-
ever way be bis opinion as to the probable influenca of the Bible. A
momentous crisie in the history of the native tribes has certainly set
in, and there are to> many analogous cases on record, to leave us in

doubt as to what must be its issue, With or without Bibles, bullets
will speedily be on the wing,

It is announced that the strike of the Qaeensland shearers has
come to an end, the sgualters having (emporarily agreed on terms,
The magoates in guestion have been wisz 1o their action, and will
Prove themselves alill wiser if they enter into a lastiog apreement
The force opposed to them is far above their strength

Ie the Emperor William'a effort to keep his promise of amending
the condition of tha working classes to be judged by the
Announcement made by Count Caprivi, that military service will
be made compnlsory on all the men of the Empire without exception ?
If euch be the case, bis Majesty evidently 1akes an cxigical wiew of
what he bas pledged himself to, The crushing armament of the
couttry is already one of the chief causes of the workingmen’s
sufferings, and it's increase must aggravate the evil. After all it
would seem that the coercion by which Prince Bismarck is accused of
having encouraged the growth of Bocialism,is to be continned under
another form. Like causes, nevertkbelesg, will probably produce like
resuits.

e ———

The solemn exposition For public vereration of the rehics of St.
Franeis Xavier, pregerved in the Calhedral at Goa, BEast Indies, bas
been deferred until next December. 'l he ceremonies on the oceasion
will be characterised by much pomp, Thousands of pilgrims are
expected to lock to Goa,

Judge_ Murat Matterson was at the Leland the other day, direct
from the city of Mexico, says the Chicage Fribune. With him 1a
Don Luis Huller, who is the Vanderbilt of Mexico, though a Vander-
bilt would bave iittle standiag in his family, for he prints a goldeu
creet at the head of his note paper whieh has distinguighed such a
long line of Haller Dons that the memory of man does not begin to
run back to the first of them. Don Luis is of the bluest-blooded
Castilians, He lives in a castle at Tacuba, the Little town but a few
miles from the City of Mexico wkere two other of Mexzico's
wealthiest men live—Antonio Kscandon and Sebaston Weir, Don
Euller owns and oceupies the tamous Villa De Barron, The place is
realiy a palace, The house haa fifty rooms, and its constructien is
on a ecale of magnificence equal to aoything 1 Mexico. The
grounds alone cost 600,000 dole., and the whole place several times
that sum, Most of the interios finighiogs were imported from
Europe,iand even the stone carvings for thc doorway and the grest
gateway into the grounds weie in norted. Even with all this mag-
nlﬁqence for a bome, the owner spends much of his time in Europe.
He i5 o0 big way tbere now to jo'n bis family,

DUREDIN CATHOLIC LITERARY SOCIETY,

—_—

THE seventh annual meeting of this 8uciety was held in the Christian
Brothers' achool on Wednesday evening last, The Rev, Fatber Lynch
presided, and there was a large attendance of members and visitors,
I'he ‘report and balance-sheet were read and adopted. The former
referred in feeling terms to the loss sustained by tbe Bociety con-
gequent on theremoval of the Rev, Father Burke to Quaeenstowa,
The rev. gestleman had been intimately eonnccted with the Bociety,
for the past seven years, and the many valuable services renilered by
him to tue Saciety will be fondly remembereg by those with whom
he came in contact. The election of officers for tue ensing session
resulted a8 follows :—President, Rev. P, Lynch ; vige-presidents,
Messrs, J. P, Hayes and P. Carolin ; Becretary and treasarer, Mr, John
A, Hally ; ussistant secretary, Mr, . Columb ; members of commitiee,
Messrs J, Kagar, F. Cantwell and 5. Simmonds, A motion for the
egtabiishment of & reading room, to be open on Tueaday evenings, was
bronght forward. and it was decided to discass it more fally at next
meeting, Several gentlemen were proposed for membership, Votes
of thanke to the retiring officersand the chairman conelu Jed the even-

ing’s buseiness,
i ——————
MR. RHODES : THE' DIAMOND OCTOPUS.

——— .

FxCESSIYE competition redueed the price of diamonds to its lowest
ebb. The fortuse of Eimberley hung in the balance. Only onething
could gave them—amaigamation. But that, with so many and such
conflicting in'erests, seemed at first impossible. The man who salved
the diffieulty was a young fellow who had recently taken a8 pumping-
contract in De Beers ' Gnided by Mr, Cecil Rhodes and his fellow
worker, Mr. Bent--both of them now millionaires—the De Beera
Company began secretly and steadily, throngh agents, to acqnire the
main interest in all the others, untit one fice day it was found that
they were masters of the situation, Remoulding itself into the ¢ De
Beers Consolidated,” with a trust deed empoweriog ‘them toengage in
any and every undertaking conducive to their end, the company in
this way amalgamated first De Beers and then all the other mines
into one colossal ayndicae. A few last outatandiog companies were
being bought in the very week [ spent jao Kimberley ; and as the
company bas acquired also a preponderant interest in the only other
dismond diggiogs which need be counsidered, it controls to-day the
dismond industry of the world. Bhafts have besn suuk to depthe of
seven and eight hundred feet through the fallen reef and through the
hard mase outside the mine ; the price per carat of diamonds has been
doubled ; the joint yearly cutput amonnta to three and a-half million
pounds’ worth & year ; and while buying water at a fabulous rate,
and coal at £9 & ton ; while paying wagea to the tune of £20,000 a
week, wi h total working expenses of £180,000a month, the company
#nticipates an annual profit of £2,400,000, and after paying 54 per
cent, on its 2§ millions of debentures, divided 10 per cent, in Aunguat
last for the s1x mouths to June 30 on itz share capital of £3,950,000.

Now the world spends £4,000,000 in diamonds every yesr ; and,
a8 year by year it grows mors wealthy and populous, it will certainly,
unless the taste dies out, not epend a penny less. The world, then,
will go on buying its £4,000,000 worlh of diamonds every year, end
of those at least £3,500,000 worth will have to come out of Kimberley
aud De Beers. That, at £2 the carat, mesna £1,750,000 carats from
the two, or roughly 1,800,000 Joads. That, at 153 a load, means a
total of yearly working expenses of about £1,000,000, That leaves a
met yea'ly profit of 2} millions of mooey ; or, taking the eapital ag
£4,000 U0, about 60 per ceat.—the best mining investment, I suppose,
in the world.—2Pall Alall Gaselte,

THE LAND PURCHASE BILL,

&
-

(Truth, March 27.)

A PRIRND sitting by me on Monday when we were listening to Mr,
Balfour's Land Purchase Bull, s:ked me whether I thought 1t wonld
pass, Ireplied, 1f youfsll smonget a band of bandits,do yun thiok you
would part company with them with your purse in your pocket?" Thia is
the condition of the British taxpayer, and will ba 80, 50 long as the
classes to whom he foolishly gave power at the last general election
retain that power, The Bill, however, ought to be opposed line by
line and word by word, in order that the Britisk electors ghonld be
broaght to understand elearly the monstrons robbery which is being
perpetrated. This will be the course taken by British Radicals, and
by the repressntatives of Ireland.

An Irish landlord 15 to havae the option of eelling his eatate to ns,
provided that be can cajole or bully his terants into agreeing to the
sale,and weare then tosell it to the tenants, Land isalmost unsaleable
at preseat in England or Ireland, Wby, then, are the Irish landlords
to be provided with a solvent purchaser? The terms on which we
are to buy are outrageous terms, Tuey are to include arrears, and
they are to be estimated on what Mr. Balfoar calls net value, this net
value ‘ncluding cost of management and bad debts, We are to give
anything up to twenty years' purchase, and Mr, Balfour explained
why by an exawmple. Hesupposed anestate worth saventeen years' pur-
cbag~, He adds ose year's purchase for cost of manapgement to the
pregent owner, aod twoe years’ arreara of reat to the actual OWDer,
We ghould, therefore, pay for that estate tweuty years' purchage, and
our security wonld be the estate worth seveuteen years' purchase,

If wa do not get our annmities from the temant, we are to lay
bold of certain moneys now paid to Ireland by the Imperial
Exchequer, and if that does not cover the deficit we are to provide
muiey neuher for education, nor luoatics, wor paupers in Ireland,
and behind this 18 to be an Imperial guarantee, This, Mr, Balfonr
laboriously explained, ia no sort of guarantse, The answer is
obvious ; if it ia not a gonarantee, then why give it? The value of a
seclrity is not based mpon the borrower’s estimate, but upon that of
the lender, Without this guarantee no one would advance money on




