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THE LAND PURCHASE BILL.

— - —_

Tae London correspondent of the Preeman, writing on 1st Apml,
BAYS -

y Mr, Goschen's Laud Purchase Bill, which wag introduced 1 stoight
by Mr. Balfour, is admitted on all hands to be an ingenious measure,
bot & very brief investigation of ita most plansible proposala was
sufficient ¢, show tbat a more bollow and impracticable piece of legie-
lation was never submitted to Parlilament. Asome Member said in the
lobby, a more strikivg instance of the abaolnte futihty ot applying
abstract iugenuity to the solution of a problem without knowledge
of its practicat difficulties conld not be conceived, Undoub'edly Mr.
Balfour afforded considerable satisfaction to the landlord party, on
whosz behalf the Government have dore everytbing that their politi-
cal exigencies wounld allow.

Mr. Parnell formed a most deciled view of the measure, as I
discovered on asking bim his opinion of it. I thigk it,” said he,
**absurd and objectionsble ia the bighest degree. The liability which
the Englisb taxpayer won’t incur thie Bill coelly proposes to transfer
to the shoulders of the Irish cesspayer. Then the object of the
Government is clearly disclosed in Mr. Balfour's speech, That object
is to inflate the value of Irish land to an inordinate extent. He has
given the word for twenty years’ purchase. Besides, a fatal defect in
the measure ig that it proposes to give no local control over ita ad-
mivistration. In that respect it is a long way bekind Sir George
Trevelyan’s bill, which did give a certain amount of local control, I
think, on the whole, that we should opposs it tooth and nail.”

Mr. Davitt waa equally pronounced in his opinivns of the
measure, He was in the distinguished straogers’ gallery during Mr,
Balfour's speech, and T met him immediately after the Chief Secre-
lary had finished, * It is a most insidions proposal, in my opinion,”
said he, * 1o get the landlord 40 per cent. more for his land than he
would by fair dealing in tbe open market.” With the Coercion Act
15 aid them, Mr, Davitt had no doubt that the landlords would
succeed in forcing their tenasts into extortionate agreements.

Mr. Bexton quite agreed with Mr, Parnell and Mr, Davitt that
the effect of the buil would be to induee landlords to pregs for twenty
years's purchase of what Mr, Balfour calls the net rental, but what
i3 in reality the gross rental, less a small reduction for poor rate,.—
* This,” Mr, Bexton went on, “ would be an intalerable price, and in
any case i which a body of tenants conld be induced to entertain
such & traneaction at euch a price, or avything like it, I do uot see
how they could expect to escape opposition from the general body of
the tenant farmers of the couniry who may not be buying their
boldings, but who would bave to become security as ratepayers for
the fuifilment of such an iniquitons bargain. Thus tha machinery of
this Act interposcs a serions obstacie to purchase which was not
experienced under the Ashbourne Act. In fact, this bill, if passed,
80 far from facilitaling land purchase will go fav towards preventing
it altogether, I regard it as merly sbsurd to propose that in 1be
event of any default tn the paymentin the instalments the Imperial
Gaveroment would or could attempt to withdraw from such
imperative needs as edecation and poor relief that small por-
tion of Ireland’s contributions to ths Imperial revenue at pressnt
returned to her for those porposes, Tenaot purchasers, too,
under the new Act wiil be less favourably situated than
under the Asbbourne Act, as for five yeara they will
have to pay four-iifths of tbe rental, nor does it appear ar what
period of the forty-nine years that money wenld be returned to them.
The true price of money now ia 23 per cent.and 1 per cent, for eink.-
ing fuad, so that the real charge should be 3% per cenf, and not 4 per
eent,, a3 the Government propose to charge. This additional quarter
Far cent. is to be applicable to general default, and it follows that
the solvent tenant will have to go on payiog the whole 4 per cent.
acd his additional quarter per cent, will go towards meeting the
default of an insolvent tensnt. In regard to the congested districts,
where the ceed is greater, the relief will be leas:, because no matter
how low may be the purchase price, the tecant will have to go on for
five years paying four-fifthe of the gross rental, The security which
Mr. Balfour ealled bia ¢ three degrees of impossiblity  is perfectly
illusory, as the tevants’ iosurance fund ides assumes that
there can be po possible defsult o the first five years ;
then the next aecurity the Government, as I hava gaid, conld, under
Do circumslarces, dare to make effectnal ; apd the local rate by the
grand Jury, coming, a8 it necessarily would, in times of distress,
would be equally valueless, In my opinion, the only sound gecurity
in land purchase traosactions is a moderate price, and where the
price is immoderate no security is any good, '

Catbolic Beading Circles are becoming a feature &ll over the
United States, and in 4 <hert time the names of a host of Catholic
writera will be identified with the new organgations, From this
musterd seed it scems likely that a tree besring good fruit will
arise.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, wiites the Catholie Times,
preached a mission sermon one Sunday evening lately in the
*Victoria Hall," a sort of theatre in which religious laymen have
been conducting mission services for working people for some time.
The report of the service given by the Duily News states that the
iarge andience, consisting chivfly of working men, did not join in
the Lord's Prayer. As they did unite, however, 1n einging some
populsr revival hymaoe most lustily, we infer that they faied to follow
ihe prajor, met from want of will, but from want of ability. The
working men of Enclapd are no longer Protesfants ; after three
centuries of uopdisturped possession, Prolestantism has left the
common people simply and Iiterally 10 a state of heathen darkness,
ignorant even of the Lord's Prayer, One day, a day perbaps not ao
far distant, the Catholic Charch will make an effort to reach the
English heatbens around us. And the report ¢f the Archbishop’s
mecling shows that the chief means of accomplishing this must be
Catbolic hymus—hymns and tusces as effective and popular as the
gentimental “ solos ” of Mr, Sankey,

CATHOLIC CONCERT,

—

(Thames Evening Star, May 1.)

THuE concert given last pizht 1n tie Academy of Musie, in aid of the
purchrs: of the allotment in Willoughby stroet on which the Catbolic
Hall s*ands, was 1« moat epquahified success, botk in a rausical aod &
finincial point of viaw, The programme was of especiai excellence,
and te livers of good music it was undoubtedly such & treat ag has
very rately indeed been offered to them at the Thames. The atten.
dance was very good, the front seats and pallery being filled, while
tiere wasg a fair number in the pit, The fact that several vocalsts
and instrumentahists of repute who were strasgers to the Thames
were sanounced to take part, attracted a very representative and
appreciative audience, among whom were members of every demomina-
tion, and judgiog by the applanss, as well as by the repeated encores
accorded 10 the several performers, they must have heartily enjoyed
the concert.

The first item on the programme was an overture, * Manola,”
which was performed by the Orchesteal Society, under the conduetor-
ship of Mr. Beale. This, together with snother plece, entitled
" Potponrr,” with which the second part commenced, was much
appreciated. Tostead of taking each item seriatim, we will briefly
mention each performer, beginning, of course, with the ladies, The
first who eang was Mre. N, Payne, whoss reamiition of “ Ora Pro
Nobia” was greatly admired. Her voice was clear and unfaltering,
and the enonciaidon was perfect. lu respouse to an imperative
encore, sha gave, ““ No, 8ir " with equal success, In ths sscond part
she sang, in the costume of an Irish peasant girl, “ The Isle thats
crowned with Bhamrocks,” and in response to anm inevitable encore,
* Dear Little Shamrock,” both of which, appealing as they did ta
the many Irish hearts present, were warmly appreciated and
appianded.  Miss Josephine O'Reilly, of whose abilities as a vocalist
we have beard through the Sydney papers, was warmiy received oo
ber appearaice on the pla form, and as the opening notes of the
song ** The Lost Chord,” were heard, it was evident that her reputa-
tion had not been by any means exaggerated. She fairly astomshed
the audience by the wonderfal volume and range of her pure con-
tralto voice, evidencing the most careful training, and we do not
think we ever beird the well-knowa song rendered in a more finished
and effective manner, She was rewarded by a shower ot _bouquets,
and for an enc.re gave an Irish mong, © Kitty of Coleraine,” with
great gpirit.  Ia the second part Miss Joscphine O'Reilly gave Hulla'y
“ Tae Turee Fighers,” aud ia this she was, in our opinios, even mare
successfal than in the firet, 1t being suog with the most exquisite
pathas and expression, Tne andience rapturcusly exprassed' their’
approval, and insisting on an encore, she sang ‘' Barney O'Hea,’
putting into 1t sach an amount of by-play snd fun as to show that
she ig as good ao actresa as she is a vocalist. Rev, Dr. Egan played
all the accompanim:nts on the piano for Miss O'Reilly, The next
lady vocalist was Miss Bwan, of Auckland, who possesses A mezzo-

soprano voice of remarkible sweetness sod melody. o both
her eougs, ''The Blind Girl to her Harp,” and ' Kathleen
Maveuraeen,” she very favourably impressed the aadience,
and for encores to cach she kindly responded by snging

“I'm the merrisst girl about,” and A kiss sod nothing more.”
* athering the Myrtle with Mary,” was a very pleasmg“ ren-
dition, aud was highly applauded; and “ The Munstrel Boy " wag
very sweetly sung by Miss McLaughlia, Among the male vocalists
the first was Mr, Vowels, who sang ¥ The White Squali’’ in his usual
effective style. BRew, Dr, Ezan gave " Alla Btella Conﬁd_euta " oa
very ficished manner, showing ha possesses a caltured voicy, .though
not a powerful one, and 8o pleased the audience that they inssted
ou an encore, for which he sang Il Die for Thea " with equal
success. In ths second part of the programme Dr. Egan sang
“Father O Fiyan,” asd this was one of the greatest succesies of the
evening, fairly carrying away the audience by the espreseion and
fidality with which the item was renderad, An encore being
called for, Dr, Fgaa pave © I'm not myself at all,” fqr whmh_h_e wasg
heartily applanded. Mr, Christie gave & very pleasing rendition of
the song “Milver Cup.” Aug iostrumental trio, selections from
“ Norma,” was given in the first pawrt by Dr, Egan (fate), Rer,
Father Lenihan ('cedo), and Miss Mcllhone (piano) ; and another in
the gecond part, ¥ R imanza,” by the same, Both these were very
pleasing aud fimshed performances, eviocing undoubted ability, and
were degervedly warmiy applauded, Rev, Dr, Egan's perforr:qanca
on ths flute in & solo,  Lv Zrmsarelia,” showed im to be a finished
flautist, fully rauzntaining the reputalion which preceded him by
the masterly manner in whaich he played both on the piaso and the
flute. A quartette, * Good night, gentle folks ' was capitally ren-
dered by Messrs, Catran, Small, Steward, and Vowles ; arfd a chorus,l
“ Dawn of Day," very pleasiogly sung by the choir of St. Francis
Chursb, under the leadership of Mrs, Bruce, brought the programme
to a closee,

A special word of thanks is due to Miss Mcllhone for the exceed-
ingly artistic manaer in which she played nearly all the accompan -
ments during the evening, throngh a very long programme, and she
is fairly entitled to the creiit of having materially nssisted Lowarqa
the succese of the perfurmance, Rev, Dr. Kgan, a3 wo have said
before, played the accompamm :nts to Miss Josephine O'Reilly’s itewms,
and Mr. H, H. Bwall alas assisted on ona or 1wa 0C2a3L00Y .

4t the close of the concert Rev, Father O'Reilly came forward
and briefly expressed his sivcera thanks to those present for their
attendance, and also to ali the ladis aod gentlemen who bad so
kigdly asisted 1n any way tow :rds the success of the eatertainment.
He ga1d ke would especiaily thank those who were nob members ef
his uwn floek, and he sssured them that he warmly appreclated the
friendly feeling which had prompied thewr action, R

Toe singing of the Natioaa! Anthem bronght a mosi enjoyable
evening {0 a close,

A geod invesiment is now offered to sn cocrgetic man of
business i the Auckland Uatholic Repository, which is aavertised
1ot eale,



