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AN ENERGETIC LAWYER.
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RightRev. John J.Keane,Rector of thenew CatholicUniversityWashington, D.C., lectured under the auspices of the Catholic Asso-ciation inBaltimore on February 27. It was a most interestingandable; lecture The subject was « The American Child and theChnstian School. Bishop Keane began by tracing in history thepar, llel development of civil rights and popular institutions on theonehandand of Dopular education on the other, and then picturedthe full development of tho former and the logical paralleldevelon-mer,tof the latter in the New World. He said :-
aeveiop-

The people of America are fully awake to the fact that theproper trainingof American character is the condition of Americansucc.ss in the future. They know how far this depends ucon theinfluence of church and home;but they recognise the paramountimportance of the influence of the school,and that the great questionof the day andhour is, "How can the schools of America be fittedfor thebest moulding of American character?" They who believebut little in the influence of religion think it sufficient toappeal tothe honour of the children, to their sense of propriety and respectfor the rights of others. All this is good as far as itgoes,but exper-ience has provedthatitdoes not go far enough. Theseconsiderationsmust havea foundationand a sanction, andno other foundationcanbe found but that which God hath laid, which is Christ Jesus.Christianity alone gave power to these moral principles,and Chris-tianity alone can preserve their influences.
Butthe introduce ionof Christianity into our schools becomesadifficulty because of the heterogeneouscharacter of the people whocomehere withall forms of creed, or ol no creed,and who mast allbe treated with impartial justice. Two policies, therefore, suggestthemselves. The first is the compromise policy, which would bominimise Christianityin the schools as tomakeitacceptable even tothose whohave the least Christian faith. But thispolicy, by minimi-

sing the cause,must also minimiss the end aimed at. The secondpolicy would be, that Christianity should be taught clearly and fully
ia schools; that by thefullest useof themeans the fullestattainmentof the endmust be secured.

In choosingbetweenthese twopolicies itis wellto learna lessonfrom what America does in regard toher politicalprinciples. Peoplecome to America from all the countriesof the world withall forms ofpolitical convictions and opinion?, but Americadoes notminimiseherpolitical principles in order to suit these conflicting views. Shecoarcesnone,but Bhestates her principles clearly and fully, trusting
to their evident truthand to the utility of their practical workingsand the result is as she hoped. All are convinced and embrace herprinciples, and we have themost homogeneous people in the world.Now, if this be true as to our social principles, how can itbe false as"to religiousprinciples ? No one should be coerced into ChristianitybatChristianity should be taught in its fullness, that its evidentnessand its beauty may of themselves win the minds andhearts of all.He would havevery poor confidence in Christianity who would fear
to put itto this test, and he would do injustice to Christianity whowouldrefuse it this much fair-play.

But, it will be argued, this is impracticable,sinceour people
differ in their understanding of what Christianity is. Yet, it isanswered, these differences do not hinder them from teaching
Christianity clearly and fully in their churches. We do not seek acompromised Christianity that all our churches maybe the same.Then why need we seek it that all our schools May be the same ?The Ameiican people are no worse for having separate churches;they would be no woise for having separate schools. But, it isobjected, will not thesebreak up the homogeneity of the American
people? Not a whit more than by their having separate churches.On the contrary, the surest guarantee of union of mind and heartis each one's confidence that full justice is done tohis conscientiousconvictions, that he has to make no sacrifice of them because hisneighbour believes differently. Compnmise does not changeconvic-tion, and convictionswould be sure to comeintoconflict if a commonground of compromise were sought. For peace's sake it is better for
men to agree to disagree. It is from a system of attemptedcom-promise that much of the recent bitterness and strife about theschools has arisen. Conciliation is to be sought not in morecom-
promise but inmore loyalty to the truth.

But, it is again objected, it the schools are divided like thechurches, isnot the control of the State entirely put aside ? Not atall. The State, while having nothing to do with the teaching ofreligion, should have full control over the secular part of education.The spirit of the American constitution will never tyrannise over
religion, but will encourage it ;andno Stale control needbe feared
that is faithfulto the spirit of the constitution.But,itis argued, would it not be impossible to deal with themultitudes of sects ? Not at all. As longas the Statehas to do only
with the secular side of education itmatters not whether there are
two sects or two hundred sscts represented in the religious side of
education. Let each teach Christianity freely and fully, and inregard to the religious homogeneity of our people do as we'do with
our political homogeneity. State the whole truth aod leave the
results to truth and to Providence.

It has often been asserted that all the work of the Catholics inthis matter is instigated by the Popp, and thathe holds the views of
a foreign potentate,antagonistic to America. Serious charges truly,but there is no truth in them. Iassure you on my honour as aCatholic Bishop that the Pope holds no viewa different from those
Ihavegiven expression to this evening, and Ihaveadvocatednoth-
ing that Ihavenot a perfect righc toaa an American citizen.mmmmm Messrs. Sargood, Sod,and Ewen {secured six first-clasaawards atthe late Exhibition for their boots and shoes. The firm's Standard
boots andshoes have long been famous for their unrivalled qualities
and the stamp of authority Las now been placedon all the eoodaturned outby them, b
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words Irelandhas lost about two million poeple in the last thirtyyears,and the fewpeople who remain are individually rather poorerthan themany who oncedwelt in the land." The trade returns alsofamish evidence of the country's decline :-"The only trades thatarelooking upare the whisky and porter manufacture; everythingelse has gone down,evenlinen. Ifthere is one industry for whichIrelandseems marked outby nature and geography it is the fishery,TSi'o* 7l ' tWCnty yeatS ag° Ireland had H.845 fishing-boatsand 48,624 fishermen. Now shehas only 5,865 boatsandonly 21,750fishermen.

Mb. Santley, we learn,had abrilliantreceptioninHobart. Thelocal papers are enthusiastic in his praise. The people of Hobartare to be congratulated on their good tasteand the appreciationofart shown by them. But these are qualities which they own incom-mon with all those centres of populationvisitedby Mr. Santley sincehis arrivalin the colonies. His tour has been abrilliantsuccess.
Thk IrishLandPurchase Bill has been reai a second time byShi^.v 26^~Dr & maJ°rity° f 80- The detailsof the debatecabledto this colony have been very scanty, and we, therefore,dono know much about it. Itwould appear, however, that both Mr,Balfour aodMr. Chamberlaia gave some kindof support to a modifllcationof the measure proposed by Mr. Parnell, but which, on the°' c;; 'T °PP° Bed^ me*bers ot the Liberalparty, includiDgSir WUham Harcourt. This is a point possessing some interest, andconcerning which weshould be glad of further information
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