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words Ireland bas lost about two million poeple in the last thirty
years, and the few people who remain are individually rather poorer
than the many who once dwelt in the land.,” The trade returns aleo
farnish evidence of the count-y's decline :—*The only trades that
are looking up are the whisky and porter manufacture ; everything
else has gone down, evea linen, It there is one industry for which
Treland seems marked out by nature and geography it i the fishery
imdustry. Well, twenty years ago Ireland had 11,845 fishing-boats

and 48,624 fishermen. Now she has only 5,865 boats and only 21,750
fishgrmen,”

MEB. SANTLEY, we learn, had a brilliant reception in Hobart, The
local papera are enthnsizstic in his praize. The people of Hobart
are to be congratoiated on their good taste and the appreciation of
art shown by them, But these are qualitics which they own in com-
mion with all those centres of population visited by Mr. Santley since
his arrival in the colonies, Hig tour bas been a brilliant sucoess,

THE Trish Land Parchase Bill has been real a second time by
348 votes to 268-—qor a majority of 80, The details of the debate
cabled to this colony have been very scanty,and we, thercfore, do
not know much about it. It would appear, however, that both Mr,
Balfour asd Mr, Chamberlain gave gome kind of support to & madifi-
cation of the measure proposed by Mr, Parnell, but which, on the
other band, was opposed by members of the Liberal party, including
8ir William Harcourt, Thisisa peint possessing some interest, and
concerning which we should be glad of further information.

It i3 announced that Couut Caprivi,
marck’s place, strongly supports
Bir Thomas Esmonde’s advice,

who has tsken Prince Bie.
the expansion of German Colonies

that the Imperial Government should
boldly face the question of German anmezation in the Pacific has,

therefore, not been given one bit too soon—the doubt is, in fact, as to
whether it has been given saon encugh, Meantime a serious charge of
ill-treating the Australian blacks has been bronght by a constable
mgainet the German missionaries in the Northern territory. German
migsionaries 1n Australia, however, although they may not have been
noted for any very great success in the couversion of the aborigines,
still at one time enjoyed a respectable reputation, In Queens-
land, for example, some thirty years ago, a body of them, kaving
made up their minde that the blacks were past praying for, entered
upon agniceltural parsuits, and formed very comforiable settlements
for themseclves, They seemed 1o get on  well with their
neighbours, and no one ever heard them accused of misconduct of any
kind. Germans, asa role, make excelient colenists, and it ie not to
be wondered at that the Btatesmen of the Fatherland are unwilling
to sec alien qualities in this respect contributiog exclusiveiy towards
the welfare of their scttlements op maties,  That the greater portion
of the earth adapted for Kuropean scttlement bae been already
appropriated by other people is adverse to Coant, Caprivi's policy,

AN ENERGETIC LAWYER.

— - —_—

MAewsTRATE BrRADWELL'S court at the Armory was the scene of
coesiderable excitement thig morning,

Daring the progress of a case of digorderly conduct the Janiter,
a dumpy Iittle colonred roan vamed Gecrge Smith, stepped into the

lawyers' department and ordered alady, who was sitting there, to get
out.

“Goaway,” indigrastly teplied the lady, who was quile large
and muecular,

“You get ont, | 8ay," repeated the janitor.

“T will not ; get away from me,"”

At this the little colodred man stepped to the side of the lady
and waa about to take hold of her whon she drew back and struck
him a violsat blow in the mouth with her overshoe. Bafore the
janitor recovered from his Burprise he received anotheo blow i the
the face, this time between the eves, Then he clinched and the
Court yelled : * Time, break away !’

Attorneys, policemen, detectives,

regeue of the lady and hauled the janitor before his Honor, who fined
him 510ls, for contempt of court,

He paud it aod was ordered to keep
out of the court room thereafter,

The lady was Miss Kate Kane,
aympathy of everybody

and reporters jumped to the

the female lawyer, who had the
who saw the row,— Clucags Mail,

Messrs. Arthur McDonald and Co,, Bond and Crawford streets,
Duredin, offer the highest prices in the market for rabbit and sheep-
eking, and all other articles connected with their trade,

The great sale of the period will De that of the New Zealand and
South Beas Exhibition buiidings, to take plice in the buildiags on
Thursday and Friday, 14th and 15th inst, Ap opportunity wiil be
thus offered to the pablic that may hardly occur again 1o a genera-

The ariicles to be sold w11l be found 10 detail in our adver-
tiging eolumna,
Messra, Georgeson and Co, are abuut to add to their business by
openlug the shop lalely ocenpied by Mr. Raodall, in Maclaggan
ttreet, Dunedin, The firm wiil be fuund constantly aupphied with

fresh and smoked fish, poultry and gaws of the begt possible quali-
Hes, and al most reagonablo prices,

THE 8CHUOL QUESTION.

————

Rigrnr Rev, JoHN [, KEANE, Rector of the new Cathalic University
Washivgton, D.C,, lectured under the auspices of tha Cathol[c Agso-
ciation in Baltimore on February 27, It was a most interesting and
able lecture, The subject was “The American Child and the
Christian School,” Bishop Keane began by tracing in history the
pat. liel development of civil rights and popular institations on the
one hand and of popular education oo the otber, and then pictered
the full development of the former and the ]c_)gical parallel develop-
ment of the latter in the New World. He said :—

The people of America are fally awake to the fact thatlthe
proper traiging of American character ig the condition of American
suce: 88 in the foture. They know how far thla_dependa upon the
influcnce of church and home; but they recognise the paramount
impartance of the influeuce of the echool, and that the great question
of the day and bour is, “ How can the schools of America be fitted
for the best moulding of Ameriran eharactgr?” They who beliave
but httle in the influence of religion think it auﬁict_ant 1o appeal to
the bonour of the children, to their sense of propriety and respect
for the rights of others, All this is good as far as it goes, bot exper-
ience has proved that it does not go far cnongh, Theap conxdqratmns
must have a foundation and a sanction. and no other found_atmn can
be found but that which God hath laid, which is Christ Jeap.s.
Christianity alone gave power to these moral principles, and Chris-
tianiiy alone can preserve their inﬁuenceq.

But the introduc'ion of Christianity into our schools becomes a
difficulty because of the heterogeneoua character of the people who
come here with all forma of ereed, or of mo cl_'egd, and who must all
be treated with impartial justice, Two policies, therefore, snggest
themselves, The first is the compromise policy, which would so
minimise Christianity in the schools as to make 1t acceptable even to
those who have the least Christian faith. But this policy, by minimi-
sing the canse, mnst aleo minimiss the end aimed at, The second
policy would be, that Christiantiy shonld be taught clearly an'd fully
inschools ; that by the fullest use of the means the fullest attainment
of the end must be secured, L

In choosing between theas two policies it ig wel%tn'learn a leggon
from what America doea in regard to her political principles, People
come to America from all the countries of Lht} world with all forme of
political comvictions and opinione, bat America does not minimise her
political principles in order to 8wt these conflicting views, She
coarees none, but ghe states her brinciples clearly and fully, trogting
to their evident truth aand to the utidity of their practical workings,
and the Tesult is as she hoped, All are convinced and embraca her
prineiples, and we bave the most homogeneous people in the world.
Now, if this be true ag to our sacial principles, how ean it bq false as
to religiona principles! No one should be coerced into Christianity,
bot Christianity should be taught in its iullnesg, that its evidentness
and its beauty may of themselves win the minds and hearts of ali.
He would have very poor confidence in _ Christianity who would fear
to put it to this test, and be would do injustice to Christianity who
woald refuse it this rmuch fair-play._ . . .

But, it will be argued, this is impraciicable, gince our pegplg
differ in their undsrstanding of what Christianity is, Yat, it is
apswered, these differences do not hinder them from teaching
Christianity clearly and fully in their churches. We do not seek g
compromiged Christianity that all our churches may be the BAIME,
Then why need we geek it that ali our schools may be the samo 7
The Amelican people are no worse for having separate chuu-.lhes_;
they wonld be no woise for baving separate schools, But, it is
objected, will not these break up the hou;ogeug.lty of the American
people? Mot a whit more than by their haymg separate churches.
On the contrary, the surest guarantee of uzion of mind and heart
is each one’s confidcuce that full justice 18 done to his conscientions
coavictions, that he has to make no sacrifice of them because s
neighbour believes differently. Compro misg does not ch?nge convic-
tion, and convictions would be sure to eome mto}cnnﬂlcp if & common
ground of compromise were sought. For peace’s sake it 15 better for
men to sgree to disagree, It is from & system of attempted com-
promise tbat much of the recent bitterness and stnfe about the
achools has arisen. ]COnGilif:IIUE 1ts toh be sought not in more com-

i ore loyaity to the truth,

pmmfli?ft bllltt 11]: L:gaiu gbjef:led, it the schooly are divided like the
churchcs;, 18 not the contrel of the Btate entirely put aside ? b_Iot. at
all. The Btate, while baviag nothing to do with the tsachmg of
religion, should have full cortrol over the secular part of education,
The spint of the American constitution will never tyrannise over
religion, but will encourage it ; and no Stale control need be feared
that 15 faithful to the spirit of.the const'ltuiwn: )

But, it is argued, would it not be impossible to deal with the
muititudes of sects 7 Nat at all, As loog as the State has to do only
with the secular side of education it matters not whetlhgr the;e AT
two sects of two hundred sects represeatsd in the religious side of
education. Let each teach Chr.lsnamty freely and fally, and in
regard to tbe religious homogeneity of our people do se we do with
our political homogeneity, Btate the whole trath and ieave the
resulis to truth and to Providence, o

It has often been sneserted that all the work of the Cnthths in
this matter i instigated by the Pope, and that zle holda the views of
a forcign potentate, antagonistiec to America, Serious charges traly,
but there 1 no truth in them, 1 assure you on my honour as &
Catholic Bishop that the Pope kolde no viewa different from thosa
I have given expression 1o this evening, and I have advocated noth-
ing that I have not a perfect righc to as an Awmerican cibizen,

e ———— n

Messrs. Bargood, Sop, and Kwen secured six first-clngs awards at
the late Exhibitton for their beots and shoes. The firm's Staadard
boots and shees have long been famous for their unrivalled aalities,
and the slamp of auatboriy bas new been placed on all Lhe gooda
turncd out by them,




