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Roman Hotes.

—
A BECENTLY publishcd nomber of De Ro-a’s Bwlletiine deals at
lergth with fle guerticn as to whether the Covsul aciliua Glabrio.
%ﬂ: to death uvnder Domitian in 1the yiar 95, was a Chriettan. The

searcher uf the renowned archmeolop st have ieft Little doubt on the

atter, and he gives proofs 1o tbe affirwa ive that almost amouot to
complete certainry,

A result of the revolution in Brazil, approved of in Rome, has
been the reparaticn of the Church fr m the -tate, by which she 18
freed from certain restrictinna that had beavily impeded ber action.
The way especially is gaid to be prepared for the more effective
working of Catbolic scheols, The fear ig that the improved con-
dilion of ihings may prove merely temporary, and that the Republie
muy after a little interfere more seriously with the free institution
than the Empire did with that which was dependent on it, But of

this, a8 yet, there are no sigas, and sofficient for the day is the evil
thereof,

The sensation cf the hour in Rome haa been the arrival and per-
formances there of Colonel Cody, otnerwise known as Buffalo Bill,
and his troupe, Immense crowds have thronged the cirgns, The cow
boys of the show bave confirmed the opinion formed of their skill and
daring by potting the wild riders of the Campagna to shame, through
their euctess in r1iding certain ,horees of the locality which had been
declared completely untamable. The Indians of the troupe are
devout Catholics end were received by the Pope in the Sala Ducale,
on Feb,, 20, the anniversary of his coromation, their great induce-
ment to visit Rome having been the hope of seeing his Holiness,

In tbe political world 2 good denl of discussion is given to the
formation of a new party among the supporters of the Government,
whaose object is to bring about a cessation of active hostility against
the Church, and a modus vivendi with the Vatican, The more deter-
mined enemies of religion are incensed and among their denuncia-
tions accuse the Vatican of being at the bottom of the matter. But
a sufficient denial of this is given by the names of the men coocerned.
The Jew Arbib, for example, who ig one of them, can hardly be
believed to be under Papel influences. The trath is, however, that
even mistaken men, not wholly blinded by atheistical virnlence, must
gee the evils of the existing state of things and coneequently desire a
remedy. But no medus vivandi with the Vatican will be found that
does not involve the restitution of his rights to the Holy Father,

The report of the Parneil Commission has produced an excellent
effect in Rome, where itis received as concinaive of a victory gained by

the Irieh Nationalists over their enemies, Itisalso considered a certain
presage of approaching triumph,

A good deal of money has been lost by people who could il}
afford it through the {ailure of the Bank of Ihrwagner, The Bank
unfortunately commanded the confidence of Catbolics, who bave conse-
quently been the chief sofferers, 1t is said that the Pope bimself is
among the losers—not, however to any great extent,

Apother yoom has just been found in the recently discovered
house of 8t John and Bt, Paui. A fresco, said to be of the minth
century, on one of the walls represrnts the martyrdom of three
persons, a woman and two men., The figures are supposed to be thuse
of Baints Benudefta, Crispino, and Crispintano, who were behe aded for
searching for the hodies of the martyred saints who had owned the
bouge, All such discoveries are additionally valuable as establishing
the accuracy of Catholic traditicn,

Myrrd AND (0., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George street, They
guarantee highest class work at moderate fees, Their arlificial teeth
gives genersal satisfaction, and the fact of thew supplying a tem-
poraty denture while the gums are healing does away with the
inconvenience of being wonths withont teeth. They manufacture a
single artificial tooth for Ten Bhillings, and sets equally moderate
The administration of nitrous oxide gas is also a great boon to those
needing the extraction of & tocth. Read-—.[ADVE.]

Beldom bas the difference between Irish and English courts of
law been more strikingly demonstrated than it was recently in two
decisions, rendered on the same day, in precisely identical cases.
Captain O Shea applied to av English court for writa of attachment
against the London Ster and the London eduion of the Newm Fork
Herald for baving published comments on bis pending suit, Justice
Batt refused to grant them. A saimilar application on the same
grounds againat the Doblin Freeman's Jowrnal was prompt’y granted
by an Iliish judge, and the paper was ficed 500dols. with costa uf
acion,

Ostrich farming in California is not likely to be the success pre-
dicted for it some time ago. A Canadian paper says :—"' Lats reports
from California do not give very roseate views of the prcspects of
growing ostriches for profit, The business needs, perhape, rome such
wild men as are found in South Africa, whose lives are of l{itle con-
sequence, Hven the reckless cowboys would hardly undertake the
wanagement of a herd of cstriches, Their kick will kill 2 man, and
-at ceriain teasons they are very fierce, With 1he increass of this
bird, the plumes h.ve vaturally dechined in price, ao that the large
profits at firet expected cannor be reaiwed. The business isnot more
profitable than any other branctes of farmiog.” Who are the wild
men of Bouth Africa who cultivate the cstrich.? Qur Zwarte Ruggens

farmera would not like to be called " Wild men., " —Graef llanet
Advartiser.

THE BAVARIAN PASSION PLAY,

P —

(Bydney Freeman's Jowrnal, April 19.)
THE Very Rev. Alpbonsus O’Neill, Buperior of the Pagsionists in
Austialia, deliver d tis promised de-criptive lecture on “ I'he Passion
Piay ol Uberammergan ' 1o 10 bali of the Catbolic Reacivg ivcoms,
Wiliiaw stree |, oo Monday evening

The fe¢ urer opened wob the confe-rion that it would be im-
possible for bire, o1 1nce d for any e, t give -ny fair wdea of the
brauty, the sulemulty, sud the impressiveucss of the tassiou P ay as
presented by the pious villagers, To thorough y understhnd the
Passion Play it was neces-ary to witness it, and he ventured ro say
that no ooe, be'iever or wnbeliever, could winers it without beir g
deeply and profoundly moved. He himself bad b en privileged to
altend at the preduction in 1871 after the France-Pru-san War, and
again 10 1880, the sacred drama beiug performed at intervala of 10
years, He went to Overammergan with what he might describe as &
strong pr«judice, feeling that the Paseion of Our Lord was too eacred
to be represented save by the consecrated priest at the altar, He had
a suspicion that he might see something that would wound the
religious susceptibilities of Catholics and afford non.Catholics ecauge
for adverse comment, But all h:s prejudices were guickly conquered
and all his fears were soon dispelled, first by the character of the
paople, in the secoud place by the position of the village, and thirdly
by the circumstances and assceiations of the representation, On the
oceasion of his first visit to the hiatoric village there were ovar 6000
people assembled from all parts of the world to witness tbe represen-
tation, and the thought occurred to hima while locking at the immensa
gathering, including many wbo were not Catholics, that it would be
gomething approacbing profanily to expose the sacred Passion of
QOur Lord to such an sssemblage, while at the same time he could
not help also thinking that as far as the gpectators, at all events, were
concerned mere idle curiosity would prevail and the proper feeling
of reverence, the proper spirit of religion, would be wantiug.—
Buot as with the play Meelf, so his misgivings ss to the
spectators were socon set at rest, On both oceasions he had
witnessed the play the assemblage was stilled and awed by the
scenes presented before 1them, and 1n the specially pathelic parts he
bad seen strong men weeping like chiidren. Arusis, eritics, writers,
poets ware gathered there, and all were under the spell of the heart-
moving solemnity of the represeatation, and the feeling of reverencs
reigned so supreme that such demonstrauons as clapping of bauds
or applanse of any kind were never thought of. The unaffected picty
of the actors and the all-pervading air of solemnity raised the
Passion Flay high sbove the most powerful and mest thrilling
theatrical performance, and the whole cffect was 8o deeply moving,
go Eonl-atirring, that the scenes and incidents could not fail 10 linger
in the memory of the apectator to hia dying day. On one of his
visits to Oberammergau, the Prince of Wales was present, and he
(Father O’Neill) remembered that the Prince—being deeply affected
by all that he bad seen—sent for the villager who played the part of
Christus (Joseph Meyer), and taking a costly ripg from his own
finger, piaced 1t with many words of praiseand admiration,on the
pious pessant’s hand.

The last home or resting-place of the Passion Play is the littla
viilage amorg the mountaing of Bavaria. Bacred Myatery plays,
tbe lecturer explaned, were common ion the ages of faitb throvghout
Europe and Englaod, and the representations of the Nativity, the
Life and Death of Our Lord, as well as the Resurrsotion of Lazarus,
the wise and foulish Virgios, and more of the same kind were given
with the approval and often with the aid ot the Church. Tnese plays
were Lbhe outearre ot a strong religious feeling amung the people.
Tume, however, brought changes, and when ‘he old religious spirit
which mads these plays “sacred things ” to the spectator began ta
disappear f1om the perfurmences the chureh ai:countenanced, and
finally suppressed the Myatery Flage. An excepuon was made 1n
the case 0of Oberammergau, acd for a special reason which the
lecturer explained, In the year 1633 a tarnible postilence swept over
the country, and,the httle village alone escaped. Unhappily,
despite all the precautions taken, a villager who bad been away for
gome time returned unobserved to see bis family., This man brought
the plague with him, with the result that, besides dying himself,
same 80 of the other villagers also euccumbed within a few days,
Amidst the terror which the visitation inspired among the little com-
munity, it was resolved to make an appeai to God's merey through
the medium ot the Passion Play, and this was done, with the wonder-
ful result that no more deaths accurred, The villagers in gratitnde
for their deliverance made & Yow to have a sacred representation of
the Passion of Our Lord in their wmidst at stated pericds, and
eventuaily the custom of having the Passion Play every ten years
was established, It was in consideration of this vow go faithiully
observed that tha Church granted the special privilege to Oberam-
mergan when the general order against the plays was issued.

The wiilage has a population of about 1000 souls, and at each
reprecentation 800, including women and cbildren, take part. For
a member of a family to be vxcluded from taking part 1o the repre-
sentation is congidercd the deepest disgrace, Tue people are all
extremely simple and rustic 1n their waya of living, and unlearned,
perhaps, 1o all but the sacred Soriptures, of which they have a
wonderful knowledge, Their lives are spent in homely pureuits, and
the men and cbildren in the winter time employ themselves in
making those carous and graceful carvings wuich are sold abroad
wuere the humble workers who fashioned them are perhaps never
thounght of, Notwithstandiog the simplicily of the piace the villagers
live ia an atmospw re of pative art and native pety, lhe very
appTeaches to the village, with the Statioos ot the Crows justead of
miistones a.d the st tues ot Lhe eaista for guideposts, are obaracter-
wsnie of the inbabitants, and o the village 1tself the froovs of almost
¢very hou e 18 deco ated with a civeifix, wiile there is not one in
which 1 the 1nterior the cross aud pic ures and s atues of the sainfy
are not displayed. Wilhout cultivating dramatic talent uy arifleial
means, the vilagers are born actors, The preparation for the Passion



