
What is the use of misrepresentation like the
A STUPID

PARAGRAPH.
fillowing? The special correspondent of the
Manchester Courier writes, under date Wellington,
November 23, as follows, and his paragraph has

been copiedbj theIrish limes of January 9 :—
" After considerable

delay and alteration of dates, the Irish 'envoys,' Mr. Dillon, Mr.
Deaay,and SirT. Kemondeduly made their appearancein Wellington
on the lothof November. They landedat Aucklandsome tendays
before,and made their way downcountry for the most partoverland,
of course haranguing as they went. The devotees of their cause
appearedin force, and made the most of the occasion, but the great
majority of thepeople treated their visit withsupreme indifference,
and the general feeling was incondemnation of an effort toconvert
the colony into a battle-ground of English politics, Itwas this
latter view that was maiDly adoptedby the Press, though the Irish
partyhas its organs, and does notkeep them unemployed. Ilearnt,
for instance, from one Wellingtonpaper that the delegates were met
at the stationby a largeand enthusiastic crowd which cheered them
heartily ;bat, as an impartial witness of the scene,Ican testify to
the presence of some fifty or sixty people only, not all of the most
desirable class,who certainlymade asmuch noiseas couldbe expected
of them. It is a curious fact that the eternal gale3at Wellington
havea disastrous effect on thehuman voice, and thatnosuch thing as
ahearty cheer canbe raisedin the town In the evening; the 'envoys
held their meeting, to which the prices of admission were so high as
effectually toexclude all but the sympathetic, and the proceedings
were,of course,most harmonious. So far as Ican gather, the recep-
tion of Mr,Dillon and his colleagues in Wellington is typicalof that
which has greeted themin every town that they have visited in New
Zealand so far,excepting that perhaps therehas been in some cases
moreovertoppositiontothem thanwasdisplayedhere."This "impartial
witness" states that an Irish party, belonging to an undesirable
class and with newspapers of its own, alone showed any iuterest in
the mission of the delegates to this cobny. Bat is it not a patent
fact only tobe denied by unscrupulous people writing for readers at
a distance that men of all class33 and shade3of opinion, embracing
someof our most prominent citizens and statesmen, gave their strong
support to the delegates ? Is it not also a patent fact, only to be
contradicted by people who arecompletely careless as to their word,
that thePress of the colony,by no means to be confounded with the
organs of an Irish party, with hardly anexception,admitted at least
that the delegates' mission was important, and deserving of fair and
attentiveconsideration, while the large majority of the newspapers
were the warm advocates of their object? As for the opposition
given it wascontemptible in Auckland and ridiculous in Wellington,
and elsewhereit wasnot heard of, evenby this correspondenthimself
apparently, who basso much of the remains of honesty about him as
to throw doubt on his wown statement in this respect. Has this
specialcorrespondentat Wellington, of the Manchester Courier any
particular reason for misleading the readers of his newspaoer.or ishe
foolish enough to believe that a danger is made less by being con-
cealed f The only possible use that can be made of his misrepresen-
tationis to deceive the Unionists as to the disposition of the colony,
and, therefore, to help to place them in a false position. We can
however, readily be.ieve that a correspondentwho is certainly stupid
is foolish as well.

A LAST TVOBD OB
TWO.

It seemsalmost superfluous to refer again to the
reception everywneregiven in New Zealand to the
Irish delegates. It was enthusiastic and sincere
everywhere,and no district fell behind another in

this respect. Everywhere the utmost was done that could be done.
From Auckland to Wellington, and from Wellington to Hokitika,
Christchurch, and Dunedin, there wasbut one spirit shown. It was
that of a thorough sympathy witn the mission and a determination
to promote its object. The results speak incontrovertibly for the

THE AFRICAN
BUSH.

The advice given recently inan official report by
the French Under-Secretary of State for the
colonies, to the effect that France should seek to
extendher influence in Africa, and toreap the full

fruits of her enterprisethere, seems tohavebeen adopted. Buch,at
least, is the conclusion suggested by the news that the French have
taken itupon them toprevent one of those frightful slaughters of
his subjects of which the King of Dahomey has been constantly
accused. Even the King of Dahomey, nevertheless, has found a
defender, and we have seen it Btated that his cruelty was grossly
exaggerated,if not altogether invented,by Europeans interested in
the ultimate fats of his territory. The country over whichha rulfß
we may add, is one favoured in the highest degree by nature, and
almost incredibly productive ot fruits and vegetables. Experience
probably is wanting toshow whether, like other places on or near
the West Coast of the continent, it would prove the grave of white
men. But we are pretty safe in concluding that its climate would
not prove very healthy to them. In this respect, however, the
na'ions that aspire to colonise Africa must make up their minds to
run some risks, and the occupation of Dahomey may not be found
moredangerous than that cf many other places. The French, inany
case,seem to be entering on the course already pursued by them
in Tunis, where we know straits were Imagined and massacres
invented to forward the interestsof their secret design of annexation.
We are told, for example, that French troops in Dahomey are in
danger, and that a larger force is spoken of as about to proceedto
their rescue. We may be almost certain, therefore, that a protecto-
rate,at least, ia contemplated, and thit the days of theKing's inde-
pendence, let all that has baen relited of hiscrue.ty be true or false,
are numbered. England, meantime, has been suspected of aninten-
tion tosteal a march on France in thematter of African annexation.
One of the negotiations entrusted to Sir John Lintorn Simmons at
Rome, for example, is said to have been that of obtaining for the
Bishop of Malta jurisdiction overall futnresees established in Africa,
aproject actively opposedby,Cardinal Lavigerit?, and whose end was
decidedly that of utihsiae the Catholic and even the French missions
to forward English interests. But, we may remark in passing
Cardinal Livigene'a interference proves, at least, t->at bis Eminence
has confidence in the fair dealing of the Republic with Catholic
affairs outside the boundaries of France. France and England,
therefore,hate virtually come into contact with respect to African
annexation. The object, however, with which the Uoder-Secretary
for the Colonies advised the Government of the Republic to take
into consideration the uses to be made of the territory already
acquired was thit of fos ering the commercial interests of the
country

—
especially by a systemof mutualprotection;andit is with

such a view, we may conclude, that France has determined on the
annexation of Dahomey. How far the promotion of such interests
insuch amanner will clash with those of other nations, and more
especially wich those of England, remains forjus to see. But com-
mercial rivalry, as wehave id before, baa often beenproductive of
evil.
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AT HOME AND ABROAD.

Current Topics. aucceßS obtained. Itis hardly exact, moreover,t speak ef anIrish
party in connection with the matter. Inmany instances Irishmen
were less prominent in the receptions and on the platforms than
menof other nationalities,andin all instances they had the eym-
pathy ani supportof many suchmen. While, asfor thenewspapers,
we confess thatmany of the articles published by ar contemporaries
werequite as favourable as anything we could ourbelves produce. It
is true the Irishmen of the colony did their duty manfully in the
matter. The reception given to the delegates in Auckland, andin
which they bore their part well, wasa presage of what took place
everywhere else. In the South we were notmore, nor were we less,
enthusiastic than they werein the North;and East and West a like
disposition was as ardently manifested There were well
proved by the visit to the colony of the Irish delegates, the
unvarying fidelity of the Irish immigrant to his far-off home, and
his union in this regard with his brother inexile. From a Catholic
point of view, again, themission was most consoling, showing us,as
it did, the unionof priestsand peoplewithout a single exception. All
this is palpable,and hardly needs to be recalled.


