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Gurvent Topics

AT HOME AND ABRNAD,
————

WHAT is the use of mistepresentation like the
f-llowing?  The special cotrespondent of the
Manchester Courier writes, under date Wellington,
November 23, ae follows, and his oaragraph bas
been copied by the Jrish Zimee of January 9 : —" After considerable
delay and alteration of Qates, the Irish *envoys,” Mr, Dillon, Mr,
Deaey, and Sir T, Eamonde duly made their appearance in Wellington
on the 15th of November, They landed at Auckland some ten days
before, and made their way down country for the most part overland,
of conrss harangning as they went. The devotess of their canse
appeared in force, and made the most of the cceasion, but the great
majority of the people treated their visit with supreme indifference,
and the gepersl feeling was in condemnstion of an effort to convert
the colony into a battle-ground of English politics, 1t was this
latter view that was mainly adopted by the Press, thongh the Irish
party has its organs, and does not keep them unemployed, I learnt,
for instance, from one Wellington paper that the delegates were met
at the station by a large and enthusiastic crowd which cheered them
beartily ; but, as an impartial witness of the scene, I can testify to
the presence of some fifty or sixly people ooly, not all of the most
desirable class, who certainly made as much noise ascould be expected
of them. It isa curious fact that the eternal gales at Wellington
have a disasirous effect on the human voice, und that no such thing as
a hearty cheer can be raised in the town In the evenine the ¢ envoys

held their meeting, to which the prices of admission were so high as
effectually to cxclude all but the sympathetic, and the proceedings
were, of course, most harmonious. Bo faras I can gather, the recep-
tion of Mr, Dillon and his coll-agues in Wellington is typicalof that
which has grested them in every town that they have visited in New
Zealand so far,excepting that perhaps there has been in some cases
more overt opposition tothem than was dizplayed here.” This*impartial
witnesa' states thet an Irish perty, belonging to an undesirable
clags and with newspapers of 1ts own, alone showed any iuterest in
the mission of the delegates to this colony. Bat i it not a patent
fact only to be denied by nuserupulous people writing for readers at
a diatance thut men of all class:s and shades of opinion, embracing
mome of our most praminent citizens and statesmen, gave their strong
support to the delegates ! s it not also a patent fact, only to be
contradicted by people who are completely careless as to their word.
that the Press of the colouy, by no means to be confounded with the
organg of an Irish party, with hardly an exception, admitted at least
that the delegates' mission was important, and deserving of fair and
attentive congideration, while the large majority of tbe cewspapera
were the warm ndvocates of their object! As Ior the opposition
given it was contemrtible in Auckland and ridiculoms in Wellington,
and elsewhere it was not heard of, even by this correspondent himaelf
apparently, who hasggs much of the remains of honesty about him as
to throw doubt on his own statement is this respect, Has this
special correspondent at Wellington, of the Manchester Courizr any
particular reagon for misleading the readers of his newspaver, or ishe
foolish enough to believe that a danger {s made less by being con-
cealed? The only possible use that can be made of his misrepresen-
tation Is to deceive the Unionists as to the d:sposition of the colony,
and, therefore, to help to place them in A false position. We can

however, readily be.ieve that a correapondent who is certainly stumd
is foolish as well,

A BTUPID
PARAGRAPH,

r—

IT seems almost superfluous to refer again to the

A LAST WORD OB receplion everywnere given in New Zealand to the
TwO. Irigh delegates. It was enthusiastic and sincere
everswhere, and no distriet fell bebind apother in
Everywhere the utmost was done that conld be done.
From Auckland to Wellington, and from Wellington to Hokitika,

this respeet.

success obtained, It is hardly exact, moreover, t speak ef an Irish
party in connection with the matter. In mapy instances Irishmen
wera less prominent In the receptions and on the platforms than
men of other paticnalities, and in all instances they had the pym-
pathy ani sapport of many such men. While, as for the newapapers,
we confess that many of the articles published by ar contemporaries
were quite as favourable as anything we could outselves produce. It
is true the Irishmen of the colony did their duty manfally in the
matter. The reception given to the delegates in Auckland, and in
which they bore their part well, waga presage of what took place
everywhere else. In the Bouth we were not more, nor were we lees,
entbusiastic than they were in the North ; sud East and West a like
disposition was &8s ardently manifestel. Thera were well
proved by the visit to the colony of the Irish delegates, the
navarying fidelity of the Irish immigrant to his far-off home, and
his onion in this regard with hia brother in exile. From a Catholic
point of view, again, the mission wag most cousoling, showing us, as
it did, the union of priests and people withou! a single exception, All
this is palpable. and hardly needs to be recalled.

THE edvice given recently i an official report by

THE AFRICAN the French Under-Secretary of Btate for the
RUAH, colonies, to the effect that France should seek to
extend her influence in Africa, and to reap the fall

fruits of her enterprise there, seems to have been adopted. Such, at
leaet, is the conclusion suggested by the news that the French have
taken 1t upon them to prevent one of those frightfol slanghters of
his subjects of which the King of Dahomey has been conatantly
accused. Even the King of Dshomey, nevertheless, bas found a
defender, and we bave se=n it stated that his cruelty was grossly
exaggerated, if not altogether invented, by Europeans interested in
the uitima‘e fatz of bis territory. The countty cover which he rules
we may add, is gne favoured in the highest degree by nature, and
almost 1ncredibly preductive of fruits and vegetables, Experience
provably is wanting to show whether, like other places on or near
the West Coast of the continent, 1t would prove the grave of white
men, But we are pretty eafe:n concluding that ite climate would
not prove very bealthy to them. In this respect, however, the
na‘ione that aspire to colenize Africa must make up their minds to
run some rieks, and the occopation of Dahomey may not be found
more dzangerous than that cf many other places, The French, in any
cage, seem to be entering on the course already pursned by them
in Tuois, where we know steaits wer: !magined and massacres
invented 1o forward the intereats of their cecret design of annexation.
We are told, for example, that French troops in Dahomey are in
danger, and that a larger force isspoken of as about to proceed to
their rescue, We may be almost certain, therefore, that a protecto-
rate, at least, is contemplated, and thit the days of the King's inde-
pendence, let all that bag baen related of his crue.ty be true or falag,
ure numbeied, Eungland, meantime, hag been suspected of an inten-
tion to steal a march on Franca in the matter of Afriean annexation,
One of the negotiations entruated to 8ir Joha Lintorn Simmons at
Bome, for example, iz sald to bave bean that of obtaining for the
Bishop of Maltajurisdiction over all future sees establishad in Africs,
a project actively opposad by, Cardinal Lavigerie, and whose end was
decidedly that of utilisine the Catholic and even the French missions
to forward Eoglish interests, But, we may remark in passing
Cardinal Lavigerie's interference proves, ab least, tat his Eminence
has confidenca in the fair dealing of the Republic with Catholic
affaire outside the boundaries of France. France and England,
therefore, have virtually come into contact with respect to African
annexation. The object, however, with which tbe Uoder-Secretary
for the Colonies advised ths Gavsrnment of the Republic to take
into cobsideration the uses to be made of the termtory already
acquired was that of fos ering the commercial interesia of the
country—especially by a system of mutual protection ; and it ia with
guch a view, we may conciude, that France has determined on the
annexation of Dahomey. How far the promotion of such interests
in such a manner will clask with those of other nations, and more

Curistchurch, and Dunedin, there was bat one spirit shown. 1t was | especially with those of England, remaina forlus to see. But com-

that of a thorough sympatby witn the mission and & determination

to promote its object. The resulta speak incontrovertibly for the | eril,

mercial rivalry, as we bave  id before, bae often been productive of



