
On Saturday, December 21, judgment wasdelivered inthe Lon-
don Queen's Bench by JusticesFieldand Manisty,on the application
on thepart of Mr.William O'Brien,M.P., for anew trial of his action
against Lord Salisbury for libel. The decision of the two judgeswas
almost a foregone conclusion. Anyone who had followed the course
of the case andobservedthe animus with which they hadapproached
it,as exhibitedin their remarks while the arguments wereproceed-
ing,could hardlyhave a second thought on thematter. They upheld
the judgroentof Mr.JusticeStephen, whohadtriedthe case originally,
holding that his directions to tbe jury on tbe occasion were proper
and reasonable,and that the point tobe considered wasnot whether
Mr. O'Brien's speech at Slievenamon was such as Lord Salisbury
described, but whether ithad the tendency to promote crime, ashis
lordship explained in his shambling and shabby defence. Lord
Salisbury's little bit of Piggottism will,however, not be allowed to
re*t here Mr.O'Brien will takeitto theultimate tribunal of appeal,
theHouse of Lords, and so leave nothing undone to bring bis high-
placed libeller to justice. ,

The principleof arbitrationhasBgain been appealed to ia regard
to a large Irish estate. The Kingston tenantry had verylittle con-
fidence in the Land Commission, owing to the treatment they had
previously experienced;hence when thehearing of about a hundred
casescame on last week before the sub-Commissionat Mitcbelstown
—the

Commissionpresided

over by Mr,

Doyle—

they wore strongly

(From theNational papers.)
InMr. Laboachere'sopinion, thereis nothing morecomic than Cap-
tain Hamilton's sham plantationofthe Coolgreany estate. "Where-
as," writes Truth,"therental of the wholeplaceis only £1,000 a year,
itwas fonndnecessary in thefirst instance to find £5.000 tostart these"solvent

"
Protestantson their way. Five years'rent clean out of

pocket to begin withmaybe good Protestantism, and(from a Tory
pointof view)good politics, butitcertainly does not soundlike good
business." But the artful dodgers of the landlord class imagine that
itis very good business, because they want to keep up thepriceof
land. This purpose is the inspiring motive ofthe Clanricardes and
the Smith-Barrye.

In Tipperary the war atill rages fiercely. Last week (ending
December 21)Mr. ArnoldPower aid hiß posse wereagain busy turn-
ing thepeopleout of their shops, andmany thriving establishments
were again let go to Mr. Smith-Barry. Innearly everycase, how-
ever,the tenantshadhad the stock and fnrnitnre removed in antici-
pation,so that the evictions werehardly more thanmere formalities.
The townis rapidly becoming deserted and derelict,but thepeople
arehard at workreconstructing the new one. No disturbance takes
place at any of the evictions, as tbe peoplepreserve anattitude of
dogged determination andpassivity, so as togiveno further excuse
for the violenceof Mr. Balfour's obsequiousservants, the police.

Undeterredin the least by thesense of blood-guiltiness or tho
fierce reprobationof publicBentiment, the constabulary continue all
over the country to indulge in the samepolicy of wanton aggression
and provocative violence which has already beenproductive of so
many tragedies. On thenight of Mr.O'Brien'srelease they behaved,
inmany places, withaltogether inexcusable roughness andbrutality.
At Mallow a large body of them, under the command of District-
InspectorLanyon, followed a bandand suddenly charged upon the
people and batonedright and left. Several persons, including Mr.
Hyde,T.C., were beaten brutally. In many other towns they sig-
nalised themselvesby kicking about the tat-barrellsand otherwise
displaying tLeir malignancy wherever they found the slightest
chance of doing so. We find it hard toexpress our indignation at
the conduct of wife-beaters,and whenevermagistratesget the chance
they feel a pleasure in giving them six months with hard labour.
But these fine policemenof oursnot only beat women in the streets
with their heavy batons but ply them on children as well;and that
glorious thing called law looks onsmilingly.

We must confess a feelingof keendisappointment at theresult
of theboycotting prosecutions atManchester. We hadhopedbetter
from an English jury, and we hopefor better in the future. Itis
quite true the Government had its train skilfully laid. The dice
were from tbe first carefully loaded against the accused. We are
boundaleo to confess that the case was infinitely strongerand the
evidence infinitely clearer thananything thathasbeenbrought before
theRemovables. The accused men,withalmostincredible felly,had
tikenthe detectives into their confidence, and every idle word they
epoke was used against them with terrible effect. Above all and
teyond all, the case was tried by Judge Grantham. Whether the
prosecution was arranged for Judge Grantham or Judge Grantham
lor tbeprostcutioQ is a matter of detail. It was by no coincidence
he was there. Judge Grantham trjjoys,as everyoneknowß, aunique
reputationas a virulent partisan on the English bench. At the bar
he had nothingbuthis partisanshiptorecommend him. His promo-
tion excited strong piotest at the time. Even since his elevation he
has had to publicly apologise from thebench for an intemperate par-
tisan attack on the Star. With such a man the jury gotno fair play.
They were compelled to surrender their judgment and submit to
decide only on the facts which were unquestioned,leaving their legal
effect with the partisan who presided.

Our brilliant contemporary, the Star, puts thepoint with admir-
able clearness:

—
"Now did the twomen who weresentenced to three

months' imprisonment for conspiracy use any violence ? Certainly
not. They acted precisely as tbe pickets in the dock strike acted.
They brought moral pressure to bear. They advised the landlady of
a house not to entertain the men with the catile because the rest of
her company would certainly leave. They went to Salford market
with tbe cattle, but tbe only thing they did was to stand near them,
tosay that they were boycotted,and to advise buyers not to take
them. That they did nothing more is obvious from the reply of a
butcher who was thus addressed,and who bought tbe cattle, saying
thathe did not think thattheboycottingmade any difference. Where
was the intimidation or terrifying here1 Yet these unhappy men
are sentenced by a Tory judge to three monthß* imprisonment for
doing their duty to iheir country." The Coercion Governmenthave
thrown down the challenge of English prosecutions. Itwillbetaken
up againand again. They cannot haveJudge Grantham perpetually
on tbe bench; and even if they have, there is a saving faith in us
that the time is not far distant, if the Government repeats tbeexperi-
ment of English prosecutions, when the English jury will get the
facts into their own heads, and take the law into their own hands,
andreverse the ill-considered verdict of Manchester.

Itis not for us to dwell at length on the heartfelt cordiality of
the reception accorded to Mr. William O'Brien onhis release from
prison. But wemay be pardonedfor pointing to it as proof of the
salutary effect ofthebrave Mr. Balfour's Coercion Act inpromoting
respect for thelaw anddegradinghis politicalopponents. The Daily
JSxjiress, withcharacteristic good taste,declares

"
themobsof Galway

and Dublin welcomed Mr. O'Brien." He was welcomed almost at
the door of his prison by the Bishop of Galway, who ranks, we
assume,in theDaily Express estimate, as acornei-boy in the City of
the Tribes. He breakfasted with the Bishop of Galway;he dined
with theBishop of Clonfert. He was driven to his hotelin Dublin
in the carnageof the Caief Magistrate of themetropolis, who has in

ittsbrief tenureof office donemore for the city than all theCoercion
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Dublin Notes. aristocracy put together. This man thus sohonouredis, sofar as the
Coercion Act couldmake him, the darkest criminal in Ireland,and
this is the zenithof thetriumphof law aadorderunder theBucoesßfal
administrationof thebrave Mr. Balfour.

Wehave goodreason toknow that the authoritiesat the Oastle
are in aterriblequandary aboutMr. Shaw Lefevre. To proseouteor
not toprosecute, that is the question. Itis but a choice of evils.
On one hand is the sacrificeof the last small remnant of thebrave
Mr Balfour'sreputation for courage or consistency,on the other a
disastrous scandalin the prosecutionand conviction by theRemova-
bles and imprisonment, as an ordinary criminal, of anex-Cabmet
Minister for a speech,every wordof which is cordially endorsedby
theLiberals of Bngland. Itis truly an awkward quandary for the
brave Mr Balfour. Mr.Shaw Lefevres speech at Drogheda wasa
direct, outspoken,and unmistakableappeal to theCampaign tenants
on the Massereene estate tostick close to their combination, until
their evictedbrethren should be made partakers of the concessions
which their sacrifices and self-devotion had wrung from the noble

For a Bpeechaddreßsed in the same termsto thesame tenantsMr.
JohnDillon wassentencedtosix month'simprisonmentasanordinary
criminal, and narrowly escapedwithhis life from theterrible ordeal.
For a mere indirect allusion to the Plan of Campaign which the
Removablesspeltfromhis speech tohisconstituents,Mr.Flynn, M.P.,
was sentencedto aheavy term of imprisonment. The '< criminal
Dassaee in Mr. Flynn's speeoh on which the conviction rented hasbeenmaiked by the presiding Removable, Mr. Irwin: "So far,"
said Removable Irwin inhis judgment, commenting on the speech of
Mr Flynn,"as these remarksgo, they might mean asimplenarrative
of historicalfactß,**^ for the unfortunate obtervationof Mr.Flynn,— '
Ibeg of you to rememberthese wordsof a great English orator,

and stick firm to your just and lawful combination, and do not be
drivenfromthat either by the intimidationof the Government of the
Castle orby the open violence of the bludgeonmen.'

"
Contrast this

with Mr. Shaw Lefevre's direct and powerful exhortation to the
Massereene Campaigners to stick close to their combination. A
hundredsuch illustrations might be cited. Again, we ask, what is
thebrave Mr. Baltour going to do about it ? And again weanswer
—Nothing He willnot allow any sensitiveness for his reputation
forconsistency, at which the very newsvendors in Ireland so^fE, to
involvehim in the crowning disaster of a conflict with Mr. Shaw
Lefevrein the Coercion courts.

An evicted tenant,named Thomaß Fox, living withhis brother-
in-law at Oragavoher, near Spancilhill,is now the object of police
espionage toa point whichmakea his life miserable. The historyof
the causeof this officiousness is easily told. Pox, who wasliving
with his father at Oranaher, on afarmbelongingtoJohn Blood,J.P.,
was sentenced to a termof imprisonment inJuly last, for intimida-
tion. While he was ingaol his family were thrownout on the road-
side and on his release, poor Fox found his former homa inhabited
by Emergencymen. He has been sincejliving with Mr. Patrick
Meere a respectable farmer, and secretary of the

" suppressed"
branch of the 1.N.L., at Barefield. In August last the landlord was
fired at when driving fromBnnis, accompanied by his police escort.
Fox and his brother-in-law were immediately arrested on suspicion,
but after repeated remands, were released. No evidence con-
necting them with the shooting being procurable since then, the
police have followedFox night andday. They visit his residence at
allhours of thenight, knock loudly at ihe door,demand admittance,
and whenadmitted severely question the inmates as to the where-
abouts of Fox,whom they wellknow tobe inside, andall this without
any apparent causeexcept the landlord'sunsatisfied doubt*.

The list of those who have perished through tha operation* of
coercion is beginning to attain formidable proportions. Another
death directly traceable to the system, is chronicled this week. A
respectable merchant of Tipperary, Mr. William Walsh, is the latest
victim. Last March, while the coercion cases were being triedin
the town, he was oneof those who were batonedby the polioe. He
hadbeen standing at his own shop door when the police cbargad
along the street, and was set upon by three of them, and beaten
horribly about thehead. As a result of the attack, he wasconfined
to bed for six weeks, andhad been,until the time of his death, under
medical treatment. He succumbedlast Saturday, to theinexpressible
grief of his family and friends, for his character, bothin private And
political life, was of the highest, The only action taken by the
authorities to atone for the wantonassault upon Mr. William Walsh
waato prosecutehimonsomeridiculouscharge under theCoercionAct,
as soonas he hadbeen able to leavehia bad; but the charge broke
down. „
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