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(From the National papers.)

LIGHT is thrown on the manner in which this Jandlord ideal is realised
by the history of a Mitchelstowu eviction which took place on Batur-
day, November 2. The evicted tenant was Mr., James J. Greene.
He was evicted for considerable arrears of rent. Previous to hisevie-
tion nepotitions for a settlement had taken place. The demand of
the lanilord was that the tenant should purehas: at an exorbitant
price, whbich should recoup the landlord £ v the arrearaat the expanse
of the taxpayer. The tenant off :red to by at a far prics irreapec-
tive of the question of asresrs. Toe answer to his «ff:r was avictinn.
Thbe case shows how the Ashbourne Act which is panegytised by the
Iandlords works, The attention of Great Britain should be diiccted
towards it, as it shows the little plot tbat Mr, Goechen’s Irish frieads
are executing.

The Liberal party in England have won almost all along tbe
line in the English municipal slections. The total party gains are
reported to be as follows :—122 for the Liberals, 62 for the Conser.
vatives, and 3 for the Liberal Usnionists, thus giving a tolerable fair
indication of how the current of British public opinion is flowing just
now, The Gladstonian successes in Birmiegham prove beyons all
doubt that Chamberlainiam is getting played ont ia its citadel, Mr.
Joseph Chamberla'n up to last Baturday looked on that city as & lord
of the soil loeked on his close borough in * the good old timen " when
few had votes, and those who had the votes were never loth to gell
them, Birmingham was, in fact, the bappy hunting ground of the
Chamberlain family, incuding its enterprising valet, Jease Collings.
Now, however, it appears that the great manufacturing centre has
grown weary of Mr. J weph and all his works and p :mps, His son,
the Margellus of the Liberal Unionism of the future—blass the mark |
~~hae becn defeated in his candidature for a seat in the Corporation.
This is B!l the more surpri-ing as Mr, Austen Ctamberlain is, accord-
ing to the Pall Mali Gazette, an image 1n miniarure of his notorious
@:1¢, having the family eye-glasy, the fam'ly orchid, the family wave
of the hair, 'be family assurane, snd a first-cliss set of the family
opinions. The Birm'ngham Times adde that the son and heir Las
also got the family nose. Yef, :1though be was a true chip of the
old block, he bas besn flung pi'ilessly into nether darkne:s by an
bumb ¢ follower of Mr. Gladstome's, This is assuredly an insiruc-
tive sign of the times. The Liberal U inist Party nover cawvghta
serious bold of the Eogligh people Tre only cons'ituency where it
could be said 10 presess any power and inflnence worth spraking of
wad Birmiogbam, Birmingbam itself now s-ems to bave turned ite
back on the renegades who abandoned Mr. Giadstone. A local Tory
organ, blurting out the trath, says that the heart has gone out of the
party, and that for all practical purposes it isin a demoralisei and
deplorable condition, like a bouse divid.d against itself.

On Tuesdsy, Ea1l Spencer and John Morley were present at the
annual dinoer of the Newcastle-on-Tyne Liberal Club,  Lord Spencer
speaking on the occasion, drew Mr. Goschen very effectively over
the coals for some loose statements he recently made bearing on the
statietics of the bye-slections, Mr, Goschen, said his lordship, had
been going 1nto the statistics of the bye-elections, and had proved
that the Conservatives bad polled mores votes than the G ad-tomans,
He would not gointo Mr, Goschen'sfigurss. What the Liberal party
had to consider were the practical results of the bye-elections, and
those bye-elections meant in & division that Mr, G adstouc's fullowers
would have £ ur more votes, R ferriog to the contusun prevailing
&t Birmingham, Ear] Spencer thongbt that the Liberal-Uatonists apd
Conseryatives of thet city wers not a happs £ mly. la coneluson,
kia lordship observed that the Liberal par y bad wmany ref ) ms bef 1
them, but the question of Ircland must be settlet fist, un i he felt
confiden' that when a general elestion came the vowce of tne people
would ring loud and clear in favuur ¢f Home ku'e.

Mr, Molloy, M.P,, speakiog at a meeting 10 Sheffel1 on Wednes-
day night, made an announcement which will not be found very
palitable either by Mr. Hooston or his employer. The Insh pariy,
said the hon. gentleman, ouw hold in their possession docum ntary
evidence which will prove the complicity of the Government officials
in it conspiracy sgainst Mr, Parpell and his coleagues. * We
bave.” be continued, “in our possession the private diary of Pigutt,
and have gathered evidence which, when it 18 made public, will
create a gensation throughout the country—a sensation that will put
thatof the Commission far out of sight.” Mr. Molloy coucluded by
declariog that the Goveroment wonld be upable to pass any iegiala.
tion next session til] 1he Irish party had made this exposure.

Mr. Jobn Morley is an indefatigable champion of Irsh autonomy,
Twice this week he raised his vowce in virdicalion of Homse Rale
Bpeaking at a Liberal demonstraticn at Middlesboro’ on Wednes ay,
November 6, he said that he and his friends were told that they did
not answer the arguments of their opponents, but ke did not see any
arguments to anewer. One of the  argaments,” for instance, is that
the Imperial Parhiament is able to carry ont all tha improvements
that were required in Ireland, What eo wsolation, he asked, would
it be to those whom he wnag addressing if all the material improve-
mcnts that were required in the grest county of York wers to be
carried out with an absolute indiff2rence to the wishes of every York-
shire mero?  Anotber line of argument was that if the Imperial Par-
liament weregiven up,and a National Parliament wasgiven to Ireland,
it would be absnlutely necessary to go ou and give her all the rights
of a separate nationality, That argument was, said Mr. Morley,
partly a misreprecentation, and partly & prophecy., It was a mis-
representation, becanse neitber in the Home Kule Bill of 1886, nor 15
avy expoeition of the policy vn which it was founded, was 1t proposed
to give up the Imperial Parlisment. In regard to the other portion
of the argument, he would point out thata poliey eonld not be refuted.
All this argumentation, he continued, turned, firstly, upon pride—
bad, ialse, inhuman pride ; and, secendly, opon a most unwaorldly
Iear. He, for one, did not desire to see & subject Ireland, He wanted

to see Irelunl in equal friendship with England as Scotland was.
Furthermore, he contessed ha did not nnierstind those alarms at the
pride of nationality, why was it, he very justly asked, that ag Irish.
man alone was not fo be alloweld to love hia native land ?

£7,915,678 haa been applied for under the Ashbourne Act. Pro-
posils of purchase amrunting to #5281 383 bave already been
sanctipned, Parchases involving loans to the amount of £4,629,654
have been completel, The Jriginal five miilions have, therefore, haen
absorbed, and an addiicnal mulion prantically expended out of the
new five, Taere, therefore, remans £4,000,000 for the working of
the Aci, and applications for balf that amount are being entert.ined.
By the end of the year there will remain only about £2000,000 at
the disposal of the Commiesioners, Homething will hava to be done,
ther:fure, if the operations uander tha Act are to ba continued,
Anuticipating Lord Salisbury’s speech at the Gmldhall on Satarday,
the Times of Lhat day eaid :—' A Land Puarchase Bill £ r Ireland and
s Tithes Bill lor England are two measures of the first magnitude
whaich may be confidently expected to occupy a prominent position
in the Government programme. To construct a schems of land par-
chass which should entirely satisfy Irish landlords without involviog
conriderable risks to the British taxpayers is a task which would
baffa Mr, Balfour's ingenunity. Happily, the task actually before him
is somewhat less formidable, since the people of this counntry will
expect Irish landlords to be content with guarantees of the reasonable
bat far from absolute kind upon which the vast majority of mankind
have to rely for the security of their interests, The responsibility of
the British taapayer may not wholly disappear,but we may confi iently
expect that it will be made remote. We may also assame that tha
scope of the measure wtll be limited by discirding the idea of
uaniversal and compulscry expropriation, There is no necessity what-
ever to coatemplate anything so sweeping, nor conld any such opera-
tion be carried ont witbhout a social dislocation of a perilous kind,"
Toe condemnation of the principle of the Ashbourae Act ig there
complets, I3 the passage inspired ! or is it merely & gueaa? Lord
Balisbury made no sign,

M, Balfour, has, however, in a letter to Mr. Macartney, M.P,,
rather discouatenanced the suggestion that the Government is medi-
tating any large Land Purchase scheme. He says, referring to the
deduactioos drawn by the Lon oo Press from Mr, George Wyndham's
Dover spee:h :— I believe Mr. (George Wyndham stated noihing in
his speech at Dover which could at all justify the fanciful conclusions
buoilt on it by certain porticas of the London Press, nor am I aware
tkat anylhing has ever heen said by my colieagzu:s or by himaalt
which gives the slightest j i1sufization for ths ex<ravagant antieipa-
ti ms which have been so coufil ntly made wih regard to the
chaiacter of any further propo-als for fawlitating [and purchase
which 1t may be our duty to proluce, ant those who build on the
accn acy of these unanthorised forecasis are, I fear, doomed to dis-
appoinimeat.,” In fact the giyantic scheme that was supposel to be
1o the air will prove ta be a very pretty affair. This looks, the
declaration of the Times notwithatanding, as if we wera to have an-
other ped Ihing extenson of the Ashbourne Act. The problem of the
Irish Land iestipa is growing too big after all for tbe Cromwell.
Parneil combination of a Chief S82ccetary. The queation is not ripe,
8o we are neither to have a settlemuent of the Land Question nor a
gettlement of the Uiiversity Question. Waat thea ia the Govarne
ment going ‘o do? The constructive pelicy is to bz a tame affair,
and Mr. Chimberlain’s twopenoy-nalfpenay manual 18 not the
political handbaok of the Unionist Cabinet,

Kilken iy gave io 1ts alhe:isa to the Tenants' Dafence Associa-
tion oa last Tuesday, when a ¢conventiun of the county delegates mat
in the Trolsel uf the Citv of the Confederation, Tne membzrs of the
Irish party preseat on the occasion were Messrs. J J, Olaney, P. A,
C ance, P. J, Poser, Mulballem, Maram,an { De, Tanner. Mr. Clancy,
M.P.,, who wag voted 10 1th~ chair, 10 tha cour-e of an able sp ech
oheerved that the renants of Ireland should juin the new movamant
on the grouads of gratitnie and selt-wutereat—gratitude to their
co 1:aguce on the Ponsonby and other estates fr the aciion thay had
taki 0, apd self-intere-t inwsmach 8 ths lan llord conipiracy had not
been formed for wreikisg veugeance oo the Poasonby tenants alone,
and if 1t succeeds in ruining them the r-st of the tevauts of ireland
bad better clearly unlerstand that its operations may at any mom.nt
be extended e sewhere. For these reasyos Mr, Claney appealed to
the peuple of Kiulkenny £ come valiantly to the front and take up
the gauntiet flung dowan by Smith-Barry and his syndicate. Letters
of apology were receivel from Dr. Browaripg, Bishop of Ossory ; Mr,
Quino, M.P, ; aad Mr. Daniel Brophy,an Irish Australian, at present
on & vigit in this country. Rev. Father Halloran, Administrator,
moved a resolution pledg nz Kilkenny to support the objec 8 and aima
of the Tenants’ Defence Assuciation—a mation which was asconded
by Alderman Coyle the Mayor, and spoken to by Dr, Tanner, M,P,,
who warned the people to be careful how they availed of the Ash-
bourae Act, and to remember that good prices would never come
again, Mr, Marum instanced the fact that while in 1841, the in-
habitants of K lkennvy numbered 202000, tbe number at the Jast
census was cnly 91,287,

Tne Roscommon C)nvention, which took placa last Wednesday,
was the first as yet held in the province of Connanght. The Irigh
palty whns represented by BMessrs. J. E. Redmond, James ('Kelly,
Dantel Crilly, Luke Hayden, and Dr. Commins, Mr.J E. Redmond
who was voted to the chair, delivered a powerful address, in which
he dwelt particularly on the fuet that landlordism has for many
years swept hike a plague tbe province of Connaoght. It was,
thercfore, on that account all the more incumbent on Connaught to
gird up 1ts loins and take iig stand against & system wbich bas al-
most been ite ruin, The movement of the Tenants’ Defence Associ-
ation, ead Mr, Kedmond, has already brought consternation and
dismay into the ranks of lrelanda enemies. The landlords of Ireland
thought, in their folly and 1a their cowardice of heart, that because
tbe combination of tenants uader the plan of Campaign bad been
declared to be 1llegal by certaio legal tribunals, that 1he tenants ¢n
these estatea wonld be left to be evicted by the landlorda. This
movement, however, meaniog, as it does, the rallying of the entirs



