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dressas for walking abroad,—for every fasbionahle purpose, luxurious
in material and elegant in make, giving incontrovertible proofs of
the w'm ot kill and taste ia the dressmaker's art. There are also
some perfect ducke of bats and bonne's, and sunshades to match them,
Ladies must certainky find tke exuihits here difcult to pasa by. We
see by placards to that ¢fect, that the D LC. hae also purch «sed the
exieusive and admirable sLock shown by the Mosgiel Woollen Factory,
Thins includes slmost sverything in the shape of woollen gooda that can
rltbly be mannfactmed. And exceilent goods they are ; nothing,
deed, of their kingd ean be funnd to excel them—tweeds to form &
suit fqr a king ; blankets tbat might defy the artic regions and make
the climate of the pole itself seem comfortable ;3 yarns {0 excite the
admiration of the most fastidions darner ; rugs, hosiery, everything,
in short,intc which wool can be span. Our particolar faccy was
attrac od by s s.and of tartacs ; 1o avery clan its distingnishing
;ﬁdd,nll of the brightest and clearest dyes, and of & texture absolutely
aultiess. We see thers is & Society of the White Boss now egtablished
in England, among wh-as objecta ia 1the commemoration of the Stuart
Kiogs. It shonld comfort the hearts of these sentimantal people to
leurn that in New Zesland one of the chief staples of the country is
made worthily to perpetuate the memory they reverencs. The tartan
of the Royal Btuarta is conspicuous among those exhibited, aod &
splendid piaid it certainly is. One that pleased our own eye par-
ticulacly was that of the Gordons—which, if there be any sentiment
sttacbed to snch things, seems to na distinctive of & digoified race.
On the whole, then, the D.L.C. bas made s valuabls purchass—one,
moreover, reflecting creditably ou the capacities of the Colony,

WELLINGTON,.
———ran
(From our own Correspondent,)
January 4, 1890,

TEE memorable {ﬂl of 1889 closed bright with the proapects of hope
tobe tuifilled in the near fuinre. For the vast majority of the readers
of your valuable juoruai the great political struggls going on nt Home
is of all-absurbing interest, and 8o, I repeat that the m -morable year
just terminated wzs bright with the prospect ot hopa to b falfi'led in
the near futare, Do people io this country really reelise what it ia
to have the people of Kogland, Ireland and 8eoiland burying for ever
their sectariun and polivical differences, as weoll a8 the race-hatred
which bas divided them all these weary ceotaries ! Imperial ¥ederation
is & noble ides, and, 1f accomplished tn & generous and statesmaalike
manner, wonld tend to immcns 1y 8 revgihen the Empire ; yot, even
the ben. fiis derived from Lmperial Federation pale into insignificance
wher ¢ mpared with the immenss advantages to be attained from
the peaceiul soluuor of the great Irish difficulty of which the c'ose of
the year 1889 had aimost seen the cawning. The Wellington Eeening
Poast has in i1 18sue of December 31-t an admirable sum nacy ot t.e
grest evenie which occurred within the past year a lover the worli ;
and the paragraph devoted to Iruh affairs appeats to me to so ably
epitomise the vvents of the year, tbat, with thia acknowledgmenr, 1
wiil send ot you. It is as follows :—'* Unbappy Irelind has abang=d
its Viceroy, Lord % tland having sacceeded Lord Lood.nderry, bu
Mr, Balfour still rnles 1t with coercion of the most severe type. A
large number of i18 parlismentary representatives have during the
year suffered imprironmext and indignily for indnlging in the mght
of free speech, and two English members ot Parliament have Jearned
to their cost that wost is lawful to be said sad done in Eugland is
punishable by imprieonment in Ireland. The cruel evictions by
absentee landlords continue, and although the Plan of Campaign is
declared i1l gal, vlder and equally eff.ctive meins of resis snce have
been arranged by the National par.y. Agrarian crime has decreased,
and the hopes of early at siomeat of Home Rule reconcile the people
to offering merely passive remistance to the oppressiun to which they
are subject, The manner in which the Irish delegaies have been
rezeived 10 Aus'rs.ia aud New Z:aland, and the ibersl suhecrip ion:
given towarda th.e relief of evicted tenauts, have cansed a warm feel-
ing of brotherboud aud gratitude to arise in Ireland towards these
colunies, The Zimes-Parnell Commission bas continmed to sit during
the year, snd will bot report naul next year ; but very little public
intercatin now felt in itadoings. The letiers on which tue Times based
its chargea against Mr, Parnell and his party were, in the must sensa-
tional manner, proved to be most birefaced forgeri s, by tue con-
fession of their anthor, the wretched Figott, who afterwards shot bica-
self. Tue exposure was complete ; and Mr, Macdonald, the manager
of the Tamss, who wag thé p-rson mainly responsible, was compelied
tor.sigh bio position, aud hassince died—broken-hearted it s believed
Folluwing Lizoit's confession, Mr. Parnell avd his friends d. maoded
that they should be allowed to inspect the books of the Loyal and
Patrio ic League, 80 as to show were the funds had come from to
employ Pigott and his accomplices. On this remsonable demand
beiog refused by the Uommiesion, the Parneliile conncil were with-
drawn, aod the cass bas since gone on without them, Before this,
however, 8ir Charles Kossell made a most magmificent epeech in
vindication of bis clients, and Mr. Davitt, who continned to attend on
bisown behalf,hasa'sosince ad 'resee 1 the Court in & powerful manaer,
Tue Commission et up to crush the Home Rule party bas indirectly
done & great des! to incrense ils streogth, and has vindicated the
charactor of ite leaders and the pority of their purpose. The pubic
has given its verdiot lung in anticipation of thatof the Commissioners.”

The holy acazon was ushered in with, it possible, more than usual
grandeur of ceremonpial io tke Ostholic churches of this city, On
Ubrisumas Day 1he worshippera st the 11 o'clock Mass at the Cathe.
dral were edified and impresard by the appearance of the smored
buildiog, as well as by the magnificence of the service. The decor-
stjons were tastefnlly arranged. The crib was a marvel of artistic
realiam, occupying the side chapel devicated to Bt. Joseph. Over
tbe high altar was a garlaod of evergreens extemding across the
whole width of the sancioary, with the letter “ M " in the centre,
also formed of evergreens, In each of the windows was a branch of
Nikan palm, and acro:8 the front of the choir was a scroll bearing
the words “ Gloris in Excelsis Deo.” Pontifieal High Mesu was cale-
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brated by the Archbishop, with Rev, Fatber Devoy as descon ; Rev,
Father Power, sub-deacon ; and Very Rarv, Father McNamara om
assistant at the throne. After the gospel the Archbishop presched
un eloquent sermon, taking for his text the words* Gloria in Excelsls
D:o.”" His Grace was more than ordinarily impressive, and evidently
awakened his bearers to & sente of the sublimity of the subject of hig
disoonrse. The choir was strengthened by the presencs of Welling.
ton’s finest baeso, Mr. Prouss, as well as saveral other Indies and
gentlemen who kindly gave their services for the day. The musie
consisted of Gounod’s ¢ Messe Bolennelle,” and Costa’s * Date Sepi-
tum Pastores,” for bares, solo, and chorns, The orchestra was nnder
the leadership of Mr, MeDoff Boyd, and Mr, Putman wielded the
conductor’s baton, Bt. Mary of the Angsls Church was beautifully
decorated, and the sscred ceremonies both morning and eveni
were attended by good music and singing under the conductorship of
Mr. J. B. Conunolly,

Oa St. Stephen's Day the Oatholic body of Wellington held their
annuva! pionic at the Lower Hutt, in the grounds attached to the Rev,
Father Lane’s residence. There were present during the day, Bis
Grace Archbishop Redwood, Mr, Dillon, M.P., S8ir Thomas Hsmonde,
M.P.,, Hon. P. A. Buckley, M.L.C., Dr. Cabill, ete, Fally 1000
people were on the grounds, and the sport was excellent, arrange.
ments having been entrusted to s Oatholic commities, The Rev.
Father Lana was indefatigable in his exertions to make ths day a
pleasure to sll, and to his onpacity for business and his“ bonhommie ™
must be attributed & great measare of the sucosss attsined.

8t. Joseph's Orphanage, s building in conneclion with the
Convent of Mercy here, and where ahout 50 little orphan children
ata housed, fed, clothed, etc, by the good sisters, having fallen into =
dilapidated condition, 80 much #0 as to render a new building almost
indispensible, an appeal was made to the public for fauds, and it took
the pleasing form of a garden fair, which was hoid at the Lower Hutt
on New Year’s day, in Father Lane's paddock, A Iarge fancy stall
w«8 erected on the ground, aud was presided over by Mrs, Sharp,
Misses Barnes, O'Conoor, Kennedy and Bheridan, Various sports
were inaogurated by the following gentlemen who formed
8 committee of macagement :—Bev, Father Keegao, Meosars.
E. Carrigan, M, Bohao, T, Hedmond, R. Dnignw, D, Daily, T,
Hodgine, and T. T'avis, the Iatter gentleman ac.ing ae secretsry. A
considerable amount was netied by means of raffl s, whih wera
carried on throughout the day. The proceedings were somewbat
marred by A thonderstorm which broke over the district during the
afterncon, On the whole an enjoyable and profitable day was spaat,
and the large concourse of people returned to town by rail without
& mishap.

On the evening of Thursday, the 2ud inst., under the auspices of
the Wellington Brancen 1N, L., there aasembled in the sp cions dining.
room of the Club Hotel a larze and ivfluential number of gen' ewen
for the purpose of bidding God-speed 10 Jubn Diilon on the eve of
hig departure from New Z aland. Among thaose preent were the
R-v. Dr, Watters, Rev. Fatoers Kerrigan and Davoy, Hon. Dr. Ghaca
M L.0. (iately returned from an extended tonr thrugh Bur.pe), Mr,
E. O'vonnor, M.HR for the Buller, T Ciill, MD The m-mbers
of the League wust-iet 10 forer, the « cars. Mr. J. J, Duving, Presie
dent ; Mesgre, Boban and Fleming, Vie -Presmdents; E. Carrigan,
Tiearurer ; and J, 0'Dea, Hon, Bec, being all in atiendance. Mr,
O'Connor, acting as Chairman, called npon Mr. Dilion to addrese
those present. After the applause had subsided, for which Mr, Dillon
had to wait somse time, it could be noticed that he had improved in
health, his face had almost lost that look of ead weariness which it
wore on his firet visit to Welliogton, and bhis form seemed to have
become more robust, He preluded bis remarks by saying that ae
would not make a ppeech—bat what he 81id w. uld be more in a con-
vergational sense, Mr, Dillon took eccasion to pay s warm tribats to
tue people of the West Coast, and stated he bad ne.er met with
greater kindness in any part of the world, saying that he wonld
always remember hig visit there with pleasure. He said it was worthy
of note that nearly all the leating newspapers in this colony had
supported his mission, and he thanked the Wellington Evening Post
for its generous treavment of Irish sffairs ; he instanced the Wailing-
ton Evening Press as being most fair and impartal ; and, travelling
further afieid, be mentioned the leading Christchurch newspaper, the
Lyitelton Times, in terme of praise, and said he should feel proud to
number the propristor of that jouroal, Mr, Reaves, among his persoaal
friends. My, Dillon eaid that the canse had met with the approval of
the most prominent politiciass in New Zealand, notably Bir
Rbert Stont, of whom, he said, any country might well feel proud,
He dweit a5 some length upon the rapid growth of the Home Rale
movement, and complained that the cable messages sent from Home,
as well a8 those despatched from the colonies, were so distorted by
biassed persons as to convey a wrong impression to newspaper readers
regarding the progress of the agitauion, and advised his hearers
to wait for the Home papers before formiog an opinion,
In patbetic words he described the weary uphill struggle which he
aod his colleagoes bad had from the time when subscriprions
amonnled only to £5 per week, which was barely sufficient for the
rent of & modest office in Dublin and thao ealary of a ¢clerk, natil now
in the full tide of prosperity when, as he stated, the receip's for ooe
week amounted to £12,000. Headvised the members of the National
Leagae to maintain that orgaoization, for its usefnluess conld not be
over-estimated as a means of collecting funds for the csuse, and aleg
a8 to the moral support wbich it could give to the Irish Parlismen-
1ary party in the event of & general election, when a cablegram could
convey the weight of colonial opinion to turn the scale in favor of
the Home Rule canse. Mr. Dillon concludad amid lond and pro-
longed applauge,—Mr, M, Boban, one of the vice-presidents of the
Wellington branch of the League, asked the Hon. Dr. Grace, who
bad just returned from a visit to the Old Country, whether he would
give the gentiemen present some information ss to the progress of
the movoment at Home, The Hon, Dr. Grace cheerfully complied
with ths requeat, In the course of his remarks he explained that
the movement was making rapid progresa everywhere, and the
opinion was general i those placss where the Home Rule platforw



