
(Fromour own Correspondent.)
January 4,1890.

Thb memorableyearof1889closed bright with the prospects of hope
tobe fulfilled in thenearfuture. For the vast majority of the readers
of your valuable journal tbe greatpoliticalstruggle goingon atHome
is ofall-absorbing interest,and so,Irepeat tbat the m morable year
just terminated w<:sbright with the prospect ot hope to b? fulfi'led in
tbenear future. Do people in this country really realise whatit is
tohave thepeople of England, lielandandflcotlandburying fjr ever
their sectarian and political differences, as well as tbe race-hatred
whichhasdividedthemall thesewearycenturies fImperialFederation
itanoble idea,and,ifaccomplishedin a generous andstatesmanlike
manner,wouldtend to immens ly s reugthen the Empire;yet,eventhebtn fi;s derived fromImperialFederationpale into insignificance
whenc mpared with the immense advantages to be attained from
tbepeaceiul eoluuonof tbe great Irishdifficulty of which thec'oscof
the ye«r 1889hadalmost seen tbe dawning. Tbe WellingtonEvening
Potthas in its issue of December 31ft an admirable sumnary ot t.e
great evtnts which occurred within the past year a lover the worli;
and theparagraph devoted to Int-b affairs appeals to me to to ably
epitomise theeventsof the year, tbat, wiiu this acknowledgment,I
will send ityou. Itis as follows ::

— "'
Unhappy Irelindhas changedits Viceroy,LordZetland having succeeded Lord Londonderry, bui

Mr. Balfour still rnles it withcoercion of the most severe type. Alargenumber of its parliamentary representatives haveduring the
year suffered imprisonmentand indignity for indulging in tbe right
of freespeech, and two English members ot Parliament havelearned
to their cost tbat wnat is lawful to be said and done in England is
punishable by imprisonment in Ireland. The cruel evictions byabsentee landlords continue, and although the Plan of Campaignis
declared Illegal,olderand equally effective meinsof resis ancehave
been arranged by the Nationalpar.y. Agrariancrime has decreased,
and thehopes of early at ainment of Home Bule reconcile thepeople
toofferingmerely passiveresistance to tbe oppression to which they
aresubject. The manner in wbich theImh delegates have been
reseivtd inAos'raidaud New Zealand, and the liberal suKBcrip iomgiven towaids tie relief ot evicted tenauts, have caused a warm feel-
ing of brotherhoodaud gratitude to arise in Ireland towards these
colonies. The 'limes-VameWCommission baa continued tosit during
the year,%nd willnot report unul next year;but very little publicinterestis now leltinitsdoings. Theletters onwhich tbe Time* busedits charges against Mr. Paroell andhis party were,in themust sensa-tionalminner, proved to be most b<refaced forgeri s, by tbe con-fession of theirauthor, tbe wretched Hgott, whoafterwardsshot him-
self. Tue exposure wascomplete;and Mr. Macdonald, themanager
of thelimes, who was thep<rson mainly responsible, wascompelled
tortsign hisposition,audhassincedied

—
broken-hearteditia believedFollowing Hgott's confession, Mr. Parneli and his friends demanded

that they should be allowed to inspect the booksof the Loyal and
Patrio ie League,so as toshow weretbe funds had come from to
employ Pigott and his accomplices. On this reasonable demand
being refused by tbe Commission, tbe Parnellite council were with-drawn,aud the casj has since gone on without them. Before this,however, Sir Charles ttussell made a most magnificent speech in
vindicationof his clients, and Mr.Davitt,whocontinuedto attendonbisownbehalf,hasalsosincead the Courtin apowerfulmanner.TtieCommissionset up tocrush tbeHome Rule party has indirectly
done agreat deal to increase its strength, and has vindicated thecharacterof its leaders and the purity of their purpose. The pubichasgivenits verdictlonginanticipationoftbatofthe Commissioners."

Theholy seasonwasushered in with,if possible,more than usual
grandeur of ceremonial io the Catholic churches of this city. On
ChristmasDay the worshippersat the 11o'clockMass at the Cathe-
dral were edified and impressed by the appearance of tbe sacred
building, as well as by the magnificence of the service. The decor-
ations were tastefully arranged. The crib was amarvel of artisticrealism, occupying the side chapel deoicated to St. Joseph. Over
the high altar was a garland of evergreens extending across the
wholewidth of the sanctuary, with the letter " M

"
in the centre,

also formed of eveigreens. Ineach of the windowswasa branch of
Nikaupalm,andacro-s the frontof tbe choir was a scroll bearing
thewords« Gloria inExcelsisDeo." PontificalHigh Manwas cele-

bratedby the Archbishop,with Bey.Father Devoyaideacon;Bey.
Father Power, sub-deacon; and Very Bey. Father McNamara massistant at tbe throne. After the gospel the Archbishop preachedan eloquentsermon, taking for histext the words"Gloria in fixcelslfDeo." His Grace wasmorethanordinarily impressive,andevidently
awakenedbis hearers toa senseof the sublimity of tbe subject ofhiidiscourse. Tbe choir wasstrengthened by the presence of Welling-
ton's finest basso, Mr. Prousa, as well as several other ladies andgentlemen who kindly gave their services for the day. The musicconsisted of Gounod's'" Mease Solennelle,"and Oosta's "Date S»ni-
turn Pastores," for baps,solo,and chorus. The orchestra was underthe leadership of Mr. McDuff Boyd, and Mr. Pntman wielded theconductor'sbaton. St.Mary of the Angels Church was beautifullydecorated,and the sacred ceremonies both morning and eveningwere attended bygoodmusicandsinging under the conduotorshipofMr.J.B. Connolly.

On St. Stephen'sDay theCatholic bodyof Wellingtonheld theirannualpicnic at theLowerHutt,in the grounds attached totheHer.Father Lane's residence. There werepresent during the day,Hii
Grace Archbishop Redwood,Mr.Dillon,M.P., Sir Thomas Bsmonde,M.P., Hon. P. A. Buckley, M.L.0., Dr. Cahill, etc. Fully 1000peoplewere on the grounds, and the sport was excellent,arrange-
ments having been entrusted to a Catholic committee. The Rev.FatherLane wasindefatigable in his exertions to make tbe day a
pleasuretoall, and tohis capacityforbusinessand his" bonhommie"
must beattributedagreat measureof the success attained.

St. Joseph's Orphanage, a building in connection with theConvent of Mercy here, and where about 50 littleorphan childrenarehoused, fed,clothed,etc.by the goodsisters, having fallen into adilapidatedcondition, so much so asto renderanewbuildingalmostindispenstble,an appealwasmade to thepublicfor funds,andit tookthe pleasing form of agardenfair,which washeldat theLowerHuttonNew Tear's day,inFatherLane'spaddock. A large fancy stallw«s erected on the ground, and was presided over by Mrs. Sharp,
Misses Barnes, O'Connor, Kennedy and Sheridan. Various sportiwere inaugurated by the following gentlemen who formeda committee of management:

—
Rev. Father Eeegao, Messrs.E. Carrigan, M. Bohan, T. Redmond, R. Duignao, D. Daily, T,

Hodgins, andT. Davis, thelatter gentleman acting as secretary. A
considerable amount was netted b, means of raffl-s, whijhwerecarried on throughout the day. The proceedings were somewhat
marred by a thunderstorm whichbroke over thedistrict during the
afternoon. On tbe whole an enjoyable and profitable day was spent,
and the largeconcourseof peoplereturned to town by rail without
a mishap.

On the evening of Thursday, the 2nd inst.,under the auspicps of
♥heWellingtonBranch 1.N.L.,there assembled in the sp cious dining-
room of the Club Hotel a largeand influential number of gen' emeufor the purpose of bidding God-speed to John Dillon on the eveof
his departure from New Z aland. Among those present were the
Rjv. Dr. Watters, Bey.Fathers Kerrigan and Dmoy.Hon. Dr. Giace
M L.U.(la'ely retnrmd from an extended tour t'r ugb Rur.tpe). Mr.
E. O'Connor, M.rtß for the Buller,T Chill, M D The m rnbera
of tbeLeague mustne lin fore ', the ifScers.Mr.J. J.Devine, Presi-
dent; Messrs. Boban and Fleming, Vie -Prtsidents;B. Carrigan,
Tieasurer ;and J. ODea,Hon. Sec, being all in attendance. Mr.O'Connor, acting as Chairman, called upon Mr. Dillon to address
thoae present. After the applausehad subsided,for whichMr.Dillon
had to wait some time, itcould be noticedthat he had improved inhealth, bis face had almost lost that look of sad weariness which it
wore on his first visit to Wellington, and bis form seemed to have
become more robust. Hepreluded his remarks by saying that he
would not make a speech

—
that what he siid w- uldbe moreina con-

versational sense. Mr. Dillon took eccasion topay a warm tribute to
tae people of the West Coast, andsUted he bad Deer met with
greater kindness in any part of the world,saying that he would
alwaysremember bis visitthere withpleasure. He said it wasworthy
of note that nearly all the leaiingnewspapers in this colony had
supportedhis mission, and he thanked the Wellington EveningPott
for its generoustreatmentof Irish affairs;he instanced the Welling-
ton EveningPrets asbeing most fair and impartial;and, travelling
further afield, he mentioned tbe leading Christcburchnewspaper,the
Lyitelton Times, in terms of praise,andsaid he should feel proud to
number theproprietorof tbat journal,Mr.Beeves,amonghis personal
friends. Mr.Dillon said that the causebad metwith theapprovalof
the most prominent politicians ia New Zealand, notably Sir
Robert Stout, of whom,be said,any country might well feelproud.
He dwelt at some length upon the rapidgrowth of the Home Rule
movement,andcomplained that the cablemessagessent fromHome,
as wellas those despatched from the colonies, were so distortedby
biassedpersonsas to conveya wrongimpression tonewspaperreader*
regarding the progress of the agitation, and advised his hearers
to wait for the Home papers before forming an opinion.
Inpathetic words he described tbe weary uphill struggle wbichhe
and his colleagues bad bad from the time when subscription!
amounted only to £5 per week, which wasbarely sufficient for the
rent of a modest office in Dublin and the salary of aclerk, untilnow
in the full tide of prosperity wben, as he stated, the receip's for ooe
week amountedto £12,000. He advised themembers of theNational
League to maintain that organization, for its usefulness couldnotbe
over-estimated asa meansof collecting funds (or tbe cause,and also
as to themoral support which itcould give to the Irish Parliamen-
tary party in the event of a generalelection,whena cablegram could
convey the weight of colonial opinion to turn the scale in favorof
the Home Rule canse. Mr. Dillon concluded amid loud and pro-
longed applause.— Mr.M. Bohan, one of the vice-presidents of tbe
Wellington branchof the League, asked the Hon. Dr. Grace, who
had just returned froma visit to the Old Country, whetherhe would
give the gentlemen presentsome information as to tbe progress of
tbemovement at Home. The Hon. Dr. Grace cheerfully complied
with tbe reqnest. In tbe course of his remarks heexplainedthat
the movement was making rapid progress everywhere, and the
opinionwai generalin thoseplacet where the HomeRole platform
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dramforwalkingabroad,— for every fashionablepurpose,luxuriousinmaterial and elegant in nuke, giving incontrovertible proofs oftheU'm st skill and taste ia the dressmaker's art. There are alsosomeperfect ducks of bats and bonne-s,andsunshades to match them.Ladle* must certainly find theexuiSitshere difficult to pa-s by. Weseeby placards to that effect, that tbe D 1.0.has also purch .sed the
extensiveandadmirablestock shown by tbeMosgiel WoollenFactory.This includes almosteverything iniheshapeofwoollen goods tbat canpofiibly be mannfactuiei. And excellent goods they are;nothing,indeed, of their kind can be Lund to excel them— tweeds to form a
"nitfor aking ;blankets tbat mightdefy the artic regions and make
the climate of thepole itself seem comfortable;yarns toexcite theadmiration of the most fastidiousdarner;rugs, hosiery, everything,in short,into which woolc«n be spun. Our particular fancy was
*rS°^? &.* '"d of UUrn»;t*n»; l<> e»ery clan its distinguishing
plaid,allof (hebrightest andclearestdyes,andof a textureabsolutelyfsunless. Wesee thereis a Society of the WhiteBose now established
in England, among wiKseobjects is the commemorationof the StuartKiogs. It shouldcomfort the hearts of these sentimentalpeople tolearn thatinNew Zealand oneof the chief staplesof the country ismade worthily toperpetuatethememorythey reverence. The tartanof tbeBoyal Stuarts is conspicuous among those exhibited,and a■plemdidplaid it certainly is. One that pleased our owneye par-ticularly was tbatof tbeGordons— which,if there be any sentimentattachedtosuch things,seems to us distinctive of a dignified race.On the whole,then, the D.LO.has made a valuable purchase— one,moreover,reflectingcreditablyon thecapacitiesof the Colony.
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