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together. It was remarked by Father Cremins that Mr, Redmond
woul : not be long wat of gaol, at least he heard so.

~» Westmeath,-The 331d anniversary of the Christian Brothers
school was recently celebrared. Tne ereat benefita conferred on the
people of Mullingar during the past 33 years are fully recognised by
them. Rev. B, V, Cssey ia the present superior, and is mauch
esteemed by tha people. Father Eelly presided at last Ratbowen
League meeting and the following amongst other resolutions wete
puseed :—That we tepder Most Hev. Dr, Noliy our warmest con-
gratolatioos on the attainment of thisthe 25tn year of his Episcopacy,
ani pray that he may be long spared to hia people, for whom he has
Inboured 8o zealonaly both for their spiritual and temporal welfare.

Wexford.-~J. E. Redmond, M.P,, accompanied by Bev. W,
O'Neill, Kulaneria ; Rev. J, Dunpby, Arklow, sod Bev. H, O'Donuell,
Johnatown, recently diove round the Cu.lzreany eatate aod visited
the houses of thn evicted tenants, On Croghan Mountain, the scene
of the murder of Jubn Kinsella, about a scora of evictea families are
comfortably housed, They still retaia the grazing ol the mountain
and they have s large number of sheep and cattle, Recently two
placters arrived in their nudst to take up their residence on two of
the evicted farms, but both of them suddealy left the district, which
during their stay waq in 2 state of great excitemenuand was thronged
with pnlice. The people regard their departure as & great trinmph.
Aboot 5,000 acres have been svicted on their estate, and this vast tract
is only stocked by the landlord to the extent of 95 cattle, and a dozen
smergency mea aTe constantly employed in protecting tnem, Receatly
Capiain Humilton, 1be agent of the eatate, visited Crogban Moantain
unexpectedly, but bis presence rapidly becoming known a large
erowd, chirfly composed of women, ass:mbled and hooted freely till
be passed off the lands. Mr. Redmond, atter visiting all the evicted
familis, addressed an eotbusiastic meeting of tbe tenauts aad
succeeded in e nding the police, who in large numbers were scouring
the coun try locking for bhim,

————— N —

THE IRISH UNIVERSITY QUESTION.

———

THE following in & speech Tecently made by Archbishop Walsh at
the Catholic Univermity Medical School ia Dublin : —

His (race, who was received with applanse, said: ¥ I have bad
occasion, gentlemen m re than once wituin the past few weeks to
gpeak in pablic on some one or other of the griavances from wbich
Catholics still bave to suffer for conscience sake, Your address
remir de me, but, lndeed, there wag hittls danger of my overlooking
it, that my visit to this me fical schoot of oar Catholic University
bringa me into contact with annther of these—the grievance reulting
from the arrang:ménts maintaived up to the present by the State
in this country in the matter of University Eduvcation (spplanse),
1 spesk of this as a grievance which Irieh Oatholics have to suiffar
for conscience eake. 1know, of course, that it will be denied that
thisis so, It is hikely to be depied, at lesst by those who are respon-
gible for the continned maittenance of the griovance. In thess days
of so-called nniversal toleration, British statesmen are very naturally
nnwil ing to face so0 uopleasant a fact, very nataral'y uowiliing to
have it rec gnised that \he policy they puorsue i3 one that tr:nches
in any way upon the sacred rights of conscience, But no unwilling-
nesa to face the facts of 8 cage, no denial of them, can change those
facts, What [ have said as to this university grievance is troe, and,
jod ed, so manifestly true that I cannot see what room there is for
depinl of it, or even fir calling 1t lin question. For, when we by
of any grievance, imposed upon & “athone that it ia to be endured by
bim for ¢ nacience mak-, what do we imply? Barcly nothivg else
than tlis, that it isa grievance which presses upon him becanse of
his Catholicity and because of his fidelity to Catholic principle, the
result of some oppressva law which s)uts him out from the chance
of sharing io soms advanta e that is placed by the Beate wi bin the
reach of o'here, an advantage which, in this way, is open to otheTs
and not to him —that i3 to say, wuich is not open to him 8o long as
he eontinnes coiscientionsly to follow the teacning of his Chureh,
and, from which, moreover, there is nothing to exclude bim save only
the fidelity with which be adhberes, and his conscience tells him it
is his duty to adhere, to that teaching (applanse), With grievances
guch as I have now described we in Lreland are but too familiar from
assd experience. We are face lo face undoubtedly with one of
them here to-day. Not, indeed, that in this matter of Upiversity
Education there are now any advanstges of a public character from
which Catholica, an such, arc formally ¢xcluded by the letter of the luw.
In at least one other department of the public almimstration of our
country examp'es even of such uncloakel intolerant exclusion of
Catholics are still to be found., Bur in this matter of University
Education, the policy. u tortnuately, atill domenaat in Ireiand is
more guarded in the furm of its operationa. Appiren ly it bas not
the courage, of it is ashamed, opunly to declare iteelf for what it is.
Even then, whilat it dietinctly puts under & ban fizelity to the teach-
inga and principlcs of 1be Catholic Cburch, it wishsa to keep up the
false pretence that it does nothing of the kind, 8o faras regards tha
displayiog «f an outward show of toleration it has improved, no
doubt, upun its old practice, Not yet twenty years ago—let m* be
guite sccurate, only aialeen years ago, down to the Auguost of 1873—
it was not asbam-d to 1ake a much bolder and more defians conrve,
Down to that quite recent date 1t ma le no scrople whatever in in-
gisting that if we, the Carholics of leeland, were 50 presumptuous as
to wish to atan i upon a tevel with our Protestant [neuds and neigh-
bours in the matter of Umversi'y edncition, we should qualify our-
pelves 1or the privilege by first becoming Protestants ouraclves ; we
ghould make an oath of abjura.i n; or t«ke the Prolestant sacra-
ment ; or stand up in some t'rotestant church or other and there ;ead
ouar recantation of Popery and all its evil ways (applausc). This is
the matter of University education, is literally troe, not merely in
that far-off time that is known ag the time of the Penal Laws, but
down to our day. It was true, literally true, here, in this Catholic
city of Dablin, down, a8 I have said, to sixteen yeara ago. The

scandal of it waa then in some degree hushed up and bidden away
out of sight, by tha passing of Mr. Fawoett's University Tests Act of
18783, the Act which abolished all religious tests in Irinity College
aod in the University of Dublio. Since the passing of that Act,
QOutholics whos2 amb ition may lie in the direction of obtaining evea
tie bigaest honours of that macien: seat of learning, are, it is true, no
longer nader the necessity of abjuring their faith as the first atep to-
watds the attanment of the object of their ambition, Every hooonr,
every emoinmeant, in that college and uoi versity is now thrown open by
11 to both etulents and profescors of the Catholic religion, an it bas
alto ben thrown open to students, it thers be any such in Ireland,
and to profoasors, aa there unfortunately are, who are of no religion
a' all, I am saware that many liberal-mioded Protestants, aod,
amongst them, sone of the moss eminent among the heaads of Trinity
Uollege itsell, welcomed that change. [ cannot share their view, bat
I moet heartily eympathise with the feeling that inspired it (spplacse).
Tt suraly must have been a galling thing to any man of spirit in that
college to feel that the tenure by which he held some highly-prissd
academic post of dierinetion, or of emolument, bas ita root in & aystem
of intolerant exclnsiveness, to feel that bis succass in the academic
struggle in which he bad carried off the prize trom his sollege com-
patitora had by anticipation been sborn of more than half i hooour
from the fact that by the very terms of the competition in which it
was won, 1ha conteat for it could liernly between a favoured faw, that
every rapraseatative of intellect and genius amongst the millions of his
Catholic fellow-conatrymen (applanse) was rudely barred oot from
the arens, and that all this was done not because there were provided
for the Onatholics of Ireland corresponding prizes mnd distinctions for
which they might compete even amongst themselves, but becauss it
was the policy of the day, out of sheer intolerance, to exclude every
Trish Catholic who ocald not be bribed into renouncing hia faith from
all chance of winning aay such prizs or distinctioa in his native land
('o1d applause). It must, ivdeed, have been & galling thiag for any
man of spirit, holding high office in Trinity COolleze, to think
of these things, No wonder, then, that by many of those
withn as by many without the walls of the College, the
change that was wronghtin 1873 was hailed with eatisfaction. Thers
seems to have been in the minds of many—there certainly was in tha
miods of some—a belief or expectation that the passing of Mr. Faw-
cett's Act and the removal by it of the legal obatactes that u itil then
bad barred against the Catholics of Ircland the path of higher
academic promotion, would bave effectually opened up, to Catholics
a8 well as Protestants, the competition for the higher prizes and dis-
tinetrons of the College and University. This was but one of those
delusions, of which instances so frequently recur in the bistory of the
attempts of well-meaning English legislators to work oat their seien-
tificatly-constructed schemes of poritical,or educational, or religious, or
s cial reformin Ireland (applanse). The Protestantsof Irclanihad not
asked for the s-calarisation of Trinity Colle 6. The Catholicsof Ireland
hadnot asked forir, As regards Ooiversity Edacation, Irish Protestants
bad no grievauce to be removed, Irish Ca hoics bad indeed
grievance, It was their grievancs that Mr, Fawcett, in his strange
ignoranos of what was really waated, .@omm to have enught to
remove by tha seculacisation of Trinity Ootlege. Now, not only had
the Catholica of Ire!land not asked for anything of the kind, bat the
chinge then made did not even sccord wi'h their wishes, Tnis point
perhaps, is worth dwelling npon for a littls while. Ta syme Protes-
tant circles thers seems just now to be a strange forgetfnlnasa of
what occurred w en Mr, Fawocett’a Bill waa being passed in the Honse
of Commonns, I hava in view especially the blundering of one
ecclesiastical dignitary—1 am told be is un old man, go I do not wish
to spaak ron severely aboat bim ; the fault perh «ps, in the circum-
gtinces, lies not o much wi h bimsell as with the newsp:pers that
publiah for bim his miechievous lucabrationa (laugater), He must
at sll events be either very ignorant or very malicious (renewed
laughter). I trust he may bu entitled to the less discrediting plea of
tha two (applanse). His present iine is that, although we are now
dis-atisfied with sll that haa been done for us, even to the overturning
of the old Protestant constitutioa of Trinity College, there was a time
when thia was not so, and when in fact we clamoured so loudly for
that change that it bad to be mads to appease us, All this i pure
imagination ; fiction of the most manifestly bascless type (applause),
Tn see this we need only to refer to the volames of Haosard for 1873,
Tha second reading of Mr. Fawcett's Bill was moved by that gentle-
man on the 21st of April, Even in the face of the combination of
English members of all partivs, Conservatives, whigs, and Badicals,
which rendered opposition to it futile, except indeed as A matter of
the asgertion of the principle, it met with the uanited opposition of
the representatives of Irish Catholic opinion in the Houss., An
amendm-nt, bogtile to the secnd readiog, was moved by Mr,
Miteheil-Heory, then therepresentative of one of the largest Oatholio
constitaencies in Ireland, the conaty of Galway (applause}. Whaat
did Mr. Henry say of Mr, Fawcett's Bill?  Ha apoke of it as s
measure not nnworthy of the earlier days of English history, * when
sitber the word of the monarch or that of an oligarchy governing in
his name imposed its will upon & reluctaat people.” He said that
Parliament® in a cooler moment would shrink from enacting laws npon
s domes ic subject, contrary to the advice of the large majorily of
the Irish mempera and to the remonstrances of the people,” He
described the bill as the ontcoma of Lbe ** palitizal pedentry of legis-
lating on abstract theories of right without taking account of what
were 6c.fingly ealled sentimental gricvances, or eiudying the
charecters and tne prejadices of nations” Ag.in, he said of it that
it was “ a measare which, whether it was ‘n itesif s right or & wrong
one, could have no perceptibls eff :ct on Ca holic grievances and was
¢ dcalated only to blind and decerve the pablic™ (applause). The
amendment was seconded by Mr, Denie Canlfisld Horon. Mr, Heron
warned the Houge of the mischief it was about to do. “It was™ he
maid, ** & very serious step 1o take, to force through the House and
upon the Bomsan QOatholice of Lreland, s measure with which they
were discontented,” Then the O'Donoghue spoke. He denounced
the bill &s “an indirect and nnwortby attempt to force upon the
pecple of Ireland auniversity system, against which they had solemnly



