
Temuka,December 28, 1889.
THB annuil concert given by the pupils attending St. Joseph's
Convem School at Kerrytown, was the most successful yet held. I
was completely carried away by last year's excellent entertainment,
but the ouegiven 00 the 19th inst. wrested the palm from allthi
previousones. The largeschool, ason theformeroccasion, was much
toosmall (or those eager to witness the treat which had beenpre-
paredfor the evening. The stage wasexcellently arranged, and the
building was well lit up. The programme, as will be observed wan
long and varied, and not a bitch occurred throughout. Mr.J. M.
Twomey occupied thechair, and,after some we.l-chosen remarks, for
which he was applauded,Mis9M. Hoare opened the concert withan
overture.

"Recollections of Scotland," which she executed in her
usualable style,and for which she was loudly applauded. Thesing-
ingc ass followed with the lullcbnrut>, "Tne Cows are in the C m,"
anil from this it. wasevident thai the same attention had been pad
to thechildren at this sch >ol as to those at the Temuka ;the singing
was melodious, tbe order splendid, and the whita dresses of the
children crowned all. Thedr»nu, ""

The Peasant, Qi^en," showed
much c»reful trainiug,nnd all epoke and acted tb>'i> pars well. The
char ctere weretake1as follows :— Virgiuia, Mss S. O'Driscoll ;her
Motbei, MssBtrrv ;The B ronss, toissL. Hoare ;Tha Stewardess,
Miss E. Louny ;Village Girls, Misses O Council, O'Keefe, Coughlao,
BuUivao, Mv pby, aud Biosnaban. Misses M. OoughUn and
J. Hoare next rendered 'Dear Little Kobin," and were loudly
applauded, as was also Master Dnis Hoare for his recitation," Tbe Irishman," Miss Mary Broanaban was accorded an
enthusiastic ovat-on for her comic song, "B.tsy Wareing, and
was buccceded by the piano solo,"'The Lis r Rise of Summer," by
Miss Julia Scannell— a s mawhat youihiul performer

—
which was

given with due appreciation to music, lhe dialogue, "The doctor
and bis patient," by Masters Cough.an and O Oonuell,created acon-
siderable amountof amusement,and waswell-spoken. MissesHoare
and Coughlan made"a hit

"
with their duet,"ThyjVoice,"and were

rapturously applauded. This brought the entertainment to the
principalitem oa the programme, tbe ever-popular drama, "Dick
Whittingtonandbis cat." Thecaste was:Dick Whittington, Master
M, DriscoU; Fitewarren (a London merchant), MasterP.Keane;

At the beatification of tbeBlessed JeanPerboyre a brotherand
asister of themartyr were present. The former is a priest of the
Congregation of tbe Foreign Missions at ParU, the latter a Sisterof
Chanty atNaples. Another brother is amiaaioaary inChina.

Tbe ItalianGovernmentintend at onceto take practical stepsto
realise Giribaldi's dream of making Kome aseaport. Itis proposed
tocut a shipcanal,80 metres wide and10metresdeep,f om theTiber,
at apnot just outside toeci'y walls,to the seaat CartelFu*ano,adis-
t* cc of about11 miles. Tbe canal willprobably bo constructed by
an American company,and the estimated cost is £2 750000.

With reference to a rec-nt speechof the Speaker of theHouse of
Commo>s, in whichhe referred to tbe Primrose Dames at Brighton
as anAmaz mancohort,acontemporary compUins that itwashtrdlr
courteous,a^d aids that the Speaker'ssugg^tion, that this involves
an altered method of conducting elections, proves that he never
heard of Georgiana, Duchess of Devonshire, getting a vote for Mr.
Fox by kissing a butcher. Well, yes, probably he had;but the
Primrose Damea of Brighton did cot follow the precedentset by the
Duchess, butconfined themselves to scurrilousabuse and shameless
backbiting of Sir Robert Peel. It is not given to every Primrose
Dame tobe asbeautiful as was theDuchess ofDevonshire.— Truth.

A Renter's tel< gram from New York announoss the death of
Colonel TaomasF.Burke. Colonel Burkewasone of themostdash-
iug and brilliant of the Fenian leaders;and those whose memory
goesback to the days of '67 will remember the splendid speech he
made in his defence when tried and sentenced to death for- high
treason. Colonel Burkeserved with Meagher intheAmericanCivil
War, and was with O'Neill inCanadawhen ColonelBookerexecuted
that splendid retreat famousinsong and story.

29NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
THE LAST OF MR.DILLON IN CHRISTCHURCH.

fgjfoy, January 10, 1890

OsrChristmasEveMr.John Dillon tookhis farewellof Chrietchurch.
Hearrived atLytteltouin tbe morning, and proceeiedquietly up to
town, where be became the guest of Mr. McNatnua for the day.
Having rentedfor ashort time,he wasaccompaniedby Mr. O'Connor
and Mr. McSainara to tbe Museum. Like most visitors to Christ-
ohnrob, Mr.Dillon wassurprisedand pleased at the extensivesuien- |
tine collection which the late Sir Julius von Hiast succeeled in
patberiDg within'he wallsof thisinstitution. TheAucklandmuseum,
ha eairi, was lir.her in the possession of Maori curios, but for the
seientibt the collection in the Chris ciurcb museum was tbe most
Interesting in this part of the world. After luncheon, the party
visited Mr. Matron's ostrich farm, tbe old Provincial Council build-
ings, and theHospital. With tbe grounds around tbe HospitalMr.
Dillonwasvery much pleased. Tbe great glories of Ohristchurch

—
the winding Avon andits beautifjIwillows, oame in for a large
shareofadmirationfrom the Delegate, who retnrned fiomhis drive
around Fendaltonand Papaauiwitn a much belter opinionof the
beauties of Obristohurch than he had before. Daring the day he
chattedpleasantly aboutmany things andexpressed entiresatisfac-
tionat the success of bis mission in New ZsaUnd. Amongst the
colonialIrish, be said that hi thought the national spirit wasquite
at ttrong as amongst those who ara Irisi bara. Tae greatness of
soul possessed by Jjim Dillon was nude very apparent in a few
casual reference*wmch he madi to Biifour. To toecruel oppressor
of Irelandand thebitter persecutorof the National Liague be gave
tbefull mcci of praisedujtohis anuteaess, tact,andg^oeral clever-
ness. Anyone who heard Mr. Dillon describe the IrishSecretary
must havesaid, " This is a moat generous enemy." There is not a
trace of pettiness in the mau's whole character. There is perhaps,
nogreat merit indoing justice to tbeq talitiesof one's friends, but
aman who canbe s> geoerouito a relentless enemy as Mr. Dillon
waatoB.lf<ur,certainly earnsthecomprehensiveScriptural eulogium
of beinga "just man."

By tbe half-past seven train in the evening Mr. Dillon left
Christchnrohandjwasaccompanied toLytteltoaby MessrsMcNamara
and O'Connor. There be wasreceived by Ftther Laverty, wbo saw
him on boardof tbe Penguin aboutnine o'clock.

80Christchutcb hasseen tbe lasc of tnis grmd-souled, devoted
patriot, and most polished and true-heartedIrish gentleman. Inall
probtbility it will be long before we look upon his like again. Men
of the knightly stamp ofJ)ha Dillon are not often now turnedout
of nature's mould. Many cf thosewho heard him here willprobably
never agaio behold bid dark, fine f useanl majantic form, but it is to
beboptdihht they willnotforgethim. Those who arebis opponents,
while they remember him, cannot well forget that a true Irish
gentleman is about thebest specimm of the human race. His own
peoplewhen they remember him will have everbefore their mind's
eye a peifect model of what an Irishman o^ght to be. If Irisb
people here and elsewhere would only treasure bis memory and try
tobe true to the standard of honour and fidelity to principle which
he so of ten and soekquently advocated m his speeches and so
splendidly illustrated by his own example, then the visit of Mr.
Dillon to this side of the world would be productive of more lasting
and more far-reaching good to the Irish cause than even the sub-
scriptions of thousand of pounds to the National fund, if every
poundcf it were multiplied ahundred-fold.

CONCERT AT KERRYTOWN.

Alice, (bis dnnghtrr), Him J. Ooughlan; tea captain, Matter B.
Hoare ;Kingand Q ieen of Barbary, MasterKilly and Miss Btaok;
interpreter,Master M.Oaughlan,cook,MistK.Fleming ;QueenSun-
beam, Miss Coughlan;fairies, Mi*seg J. Sc-.nnell, P. Hoare, M.
floare, H.Hoare.E.Fleming,B.Oeaney,A. Bothwell,A.Brocntbao,
and F. Perry. All the various parts were sustained with a Talk
amount of perfection,the actingandspeakingthroughout being good,
white the wearingappirel was not tne least notiosablefeature. A
veryenjoyable item of the entertainment was the pianoand violin
duet," What are the wild waves sayingf"by a brother and date
(Master James and Miss Lizzie Hoare). This wasreally delightful*
and welldeservedtherxpturous eno>re which it receive*!. The full
chorus," The wearingof the green," was verysuccessfully rendered,
and was fo lowed by the piano duet, " Les Papillons," which wat
faultlessly treatedby Misses Hoire and Goaghlin,and followedby
another full chorus,"There is no love like Blither's," wbioh wasno
exception to tbe generalrule. The boy'sdrama,"Thebroken wto«
dow," followed,the charactersbeing:judge,MasterHughBronaban,
Widow Careful, MissM.Brosnahan ; witnesses, Masters D. Hoar*,
J. Stack, J. Scannell, J. Lyons,J. Driscoll, M. Naoghton, aid0.
Poley;jurymen, MastarsP. Soaonell,M.Geany,J.Barry,M.Barry,
8. Coughlan, and D. Soaoneli. In this there wat only a ran**
titionof the careful tuition displayed in theotherdramas,and itdid
not fail to amuse the audience. Miss NoraO'Driseoll tang

"Better
days for dear balovedIreland"

verynicely,and was followed07 the
dialogue"Toe May Queen," the various partsbeing wellspokenby
Misses M. Hoare,J. Soannell,B.Hoare,B.Fleming, andJ.Broana-
han. Masters HoarejandGeaney were'loudly applauded for thepiano
duet," Ireland," which was tbemurecreditableowing to tbe tender
ageof the performers. Miss Ho*re brought'frown the bouse with
her solo "La the gloaming." the applausebeing veryhearty. Master
and Miss Gaaney next spoke a mod little dialogo*, " IdleWillie,"
Misses M. and D.Hoare following with the duet "Very suspicions,"
which waa splen/iilly rendered. Tbe piano solo, '" Humours of
Dooaybrook, by Miss Ooughlan, gava place to the recitation
41Siin,"by Master Keane. Imust not pass this item without a
remark. During the rendering of this recitation a pin could be
heard fall. MasterK^aoe's recitatioos at previous entertainments
have been a great feiture,and 00 this occasion he displayedhit elo*
cutive capacity toeve1 a greater advantage. Mist Coughlan was
agai1successful withher solo, "The song that reachedmy heart,"
fjr which she received loud applause. Asource ofgreat mirth wat
Master Foley's recitation"Bory O'Moore'* visit to Dublin," which
seemed toamuseeveryone. Miss Hoare followed with" Mrs. Jones'
Musical party," which sherendered inacapitalmanner. The drama"A slight mistake," brought .he entertaiamentto the las£ Hem. The
characters were: Lady Proudly, Miss Coughlan; Sarsanet (her
maid), Mis<Hoare;Penelope(landlady of a village inn), Miss D.
Hoare; Rosina (her cous.n), Miss M. Hoare; Dorothy (Penelope's
faithful domestic), Mi«s L. Moore. Great life was put into the
variousparts by tne different performers, and indeed it would be
hard to excel♥hem. Tbe chorus "'Christmas boxes

"
brought the

programme to a close. Mr. O'Driseoll moved a vote of thanks to
Mr. Twomey for presiding, and to the children for the excellent
entertainment. Imust not omit to mention thatMissHoare played
tbe accompaniments on thepiano,as a great deal of the success of
the entertainment is due t» her excellent playing. .
Ifeel scarcely justified inspecially praising anyone whfanall did

so well. However without doinginjustice toanyone^ t
lmight men*

tion that Miss "eborah Hoare's acting wa« simply grand, and that
she greatly increased the reputation which she made for hjrtielf last
year. The children, without evenone exceptionspoke their parts
with remarkable cleverness, and the singing through>utLw*s first-
class. In the choruses-the voices of the children blendedniojly
together, and they showed amarked improvement on the lastcon-
cert. The dresses wornin the dramas, too, were equal to those of
last year. Kerrytown may well be compline1tedoa the amount of
musical talent itpossesses, for it wouldbe almost impossible to find
another placa of its size toequal it. Tbe children ara a credit to
tbeir parents,and particularly so to their teachers, and ttte Sistersof
St.Joseph aretobe heartilycomplimentedon tbe veryhigh standard
of perfectionto whichthey on thisoccasion havetrained theirpupils.

(Promanoccasional Correspondent.)


