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THE LAST OF MR, DILLON IN CHRISTCHURCH.

R S —

O Obristmas Eve Mr, Jobn Dillen took his farewell of Christcharch.
He arrived at Lytteitos in the moroin z, and procesied gaietly up to
town, where be became the guest of Mr. McNamara for the day.
Haring rested for a short time, he wasaccompanied by Mr. 0'Connor
snd Mr, McNamara to the Muosenm, Like most visitors to Christ-
cbarob, Mr. Dillon was surprised aad pleased at the extensive suien-
tific collection which the lata 8ic Julics von Hiast succealed in
gathericg within rbe walls of this inetitation. The Auckland musenm,
ha emid, was 1icher in the possession of Maori curius, bat for the
scfentist the collection in the Chris gnurch museum was the most
intecesting in this part of the world, After luncheon, the party
visited Mr. Matson’s ostrich farm, the old Proviocial Council buiid-
ings, wad the Hospital, Wiih the grounds aronnd the Hoaspital Mr.
Dillon was very much plessed. The great gliries of Christcharch—
the winding Avoa and ita besutifil willows, came in for a largs
share of admiration from the D:legatz, who returnad from his drive
around Fendalton and Papaauni with a much belter opinion of the
beautics of Obristobnrch than he had bsfore. During the day be
chatted pleasantly about many thinga snd expressed entire satisfmc-
tion at the success of his misson in New Z:land, Amongat the
coloninl Irish, be said that has thoughl the oational mpirit was quite
A8 SLrong As Amongset thoss who are Irian bora. Tae greatn2s8 of
soul possessad by Jobn Dil'on was mide very apparent in e few
casnal refercnoes wnich be mad: to Bafour, To tue cruel oppressor
of Ireland and the bitter perscontor of the National Liagoe be gave
tbe uil meeld of praise dua to his astuteness, tact, and ganeral clerar-
ness. Angane who heard Mr. Dillon desccibe the Irish Secietary
must have exid, “ This is & mosv generons enewy.” Thers is oot a
trace of pettiness in the man's whole character, There is perhaps,
no great ment in doiog justice to the q alities of one’s Eriends, bot
A mau Who can be §) geseroni to & releatlvas enemy as Mr. Ddlon
was to B.lfuur, certainly earns the comprehensive Seriptural eulogiom
of being & * just man.”

By the baif.past seven train in the avening Mr. Dillon lelt
Christchurah andjwas accompanied to Lyttelton by Messrs McNamara
and O'Connor, There he was received by Fither Laverty, wio saw
him oo board of tue Penguin sbout nine o'clock,

8o Christchurch hasseen the lasc of tuis grand.sounled, devoted
patriot, aud most polished and true-hearted Irish geotleman. In all
probbility it will be long b-fore we iook upon nis itks agan, Men
of the knightly stamp of Jsbo Dillon are not oftea now turned out
of nature’s mould, Many f thos: who heard him here will probably
never agesio bebold his dark, fine fice ant majestic form, but it is to
be hoprd thet they will not forget bim, Those who are bis opponents,
while they remember him, cacnot well forget that a true Irish
gentleman in about the best specm:n of the buman race. His own
prople when they remember him will bave ever bufore their mind's
eye a pefect mode! of what an Irishman o-ght to be, I Irsh
people bere and elsswhere would ooly treasure his mamory and try
1o be true to the standard of honour and fidelity to principle which
he so often and so ek quently advicated n hig speeches and so
splendidly illustrated by hig owa exsmple, then the visit of Mr,
Dillon to this smude of the world would be productive of more laating
snd more far-reaching good to the Irish cause than eveo the sub-
seriptions of thoussnd of pounds to the National fuad, if every
pound ¢l it were multiplied a hundred-fold.

CONCERT AT KERRYTOWN.

_———
(From an occasional Correspondent.)

Temvka, December 28, 1889,
THE annuil econcert given by the pupils awendins 8t. Jusiph's
Convent Bchool at Kerrytown, was the most snccessful yet held, I
was conpetely carried away by last year's excelient entertainment,
bat the cue given oo the 19th 1pst. wrested the palm from ali tha
previous oves. The large achool, as on the former secasion, wae much
too emall for those eager 1o wiiness the treat which bad been pre-
pared for the evening. The stage was exceliently arranged, and the
boildiog was well liv up. The programme, aa will be observed wan
long and varied, and not a bitch oecurred throughout, Mr, J, M.
Twomey occupizd the chair, and, after soma we.l-chosen remarks, for
which he was applanded, Migs M. Hoare opened the coocert with an
overture, * Becollegtions of Scotland,” which she executed in her
nsual able style, and for which she was loadiy applanded. The sing-
ing ¢ ass followed with the iull ¢horas, * Toe Cows are in the C ro,”
and from 1his it was cvident that the same attentin had beeo p.id
to the children at this sch ol a8 to thode at the Temuka ; the singing
way melodious, the order splendid, and the whit: dress:s of the
ebildr-n crowned all. The druma, © The Peasaat Qieen,” showed
much ¢ireful trainiug, »od all spoke and acted their pars well. The
char oters ware take s as follows :—Virginia, M'ss 8, U'Driscoll ; her
Mother, M s Barrv ; The B roo: s3, Miss L. Boare ; Ths Stewardess,
Miss B, Louny ; Village Ghrls, Misscs O Connel!, U'Eeefe, Coughlan,
Bailivan, Mu pby, sud Biosnaban, Misses M. Coughlan and
J. Hoare next vendered “ Dear Little kobin,”” and were londly
applauded, as was aleo Maater D 'nis Hoare for his recitation,
“ The Irighman,” Mise Mary Brosnaban was accorded ao
enthusiastic uvat'on for her comic wsong, * B:sy Wareiog, and
waa sugceeded by the piano solo, *‘The Lais® Rose of Bummer,” by
M:ss Julia Beaunell—a s mewhat youhinl performer—which was
given with due appreciation to music. lhe dialogue, * The doctor
and bis patient,” by Mastera Cough.an and O'Conuell, created a cun-
siderable amount of amusement, and was well-spoken. Missea Hoare
and Coughlan made* a bit ' with their duet, @ Thy,Voice,” and were
raptutously appisuded. This brought the entertainmeat to the
principal item ou the programme, the ever-popnlar drams, “ Dick
Whittington and his cxt.,” The caste waa : Dick Whittiagton, Master
M, Driseoll ; Fitzwarren (a London merchant), Master P, Eeane ;

Aligs, (bis dsnghter), Miss J. Coughlan; rea captain, Master:'RB.
Hoare ; Eing sod Q cen of Barbary, Master Enlly aod Miss Stack ;
taterpret-r, Masrer M, Ooughlan, cook, Miss K. Fleming ; Queen Bun.
beam, Miss Coughlan ; fairiss, Miwes J. Sc.npell, ¥, Hoare, M.
Hoare, H, Hoare, E. Fleming, K, Geaney, A. Bothwell, 4. Brosniban,
and F. Perry. All the various parta were sostained with a vast
amouot of perfection, the scting aud speaking throughout being good,
while the eearing apparel was not toe lesst noticesbls featare, A
very epjoyable item of the entertainment was the piano and viola
duoet, “ What ate the wild waves saying 1" by a brother and elsie

( Manter Jumen and Misa Lizzie Hoare), Thiv was really delightfaiz
and well deserved the rapturous enere which it receivel. The full
chorus, * The wesring of the greeos,” was very suco essfully rendered,
and wes fo lowed by the piano doet, * Les Papillons,”" whick wag
faaltlessly trested by Misses Hoire and Goaghhin, and followad by
soother full chorus, * There is no love like mnther's,” which was no
exception to the general rule, The boy's drsma, * The broken win.
dow,” followed, the characters being : judge, Master Hagh Brosmahan,
Widow Carefal, Miss M, Brosnaban ; witoseses, Masters D. Hoare,
J, Btack, J, Bcaonell, J, Lyons, J, Driscoll, M, Naughicn, ai@ O,
Foley ; jurymen, Mastare P, Beannell, M, Geany, J, Barry, M. Barry,
B, Coughlan, and D. Scacneli, In this there was only & repe.
tition of the careful tuition displayed in the other draman, and it Jid
not fail to amuse the andience. Misa Nora O'Driscoll sang * Better
dags for dear bzloved Ireland ™ very nicely, snd was followed by the
dialogue * The May Queen,” the warious parts being well spoken by
Miesea M. Hoare, J. Scannell, H, Ioars, E, Fleming, aad J. Brosoas
ban. Masters Hoarejand Geaney wersloudly applaunded for the piano
duet, * Irelacd,” which was the more creditabls owing to the tender
age of the performers. Miss Hosre brought lbwn the houss with
ber snlo ¢ Ia the gloaming.” the appinuse belng very hearty. Vaster
and Miss Goaney next apoke a mice little dislogue, “ Idle Willis,"
Misses M. and D, Hoare foliowing with the duet " Very sacpicions,”
which was spleadilly rendered. The piano solo, * Humours of
Dosaybrook,” by Miss Qougblaa, gave place to the recitation
 Eiin," by Master Eoane. I must not paes this item without a

remark, Duriog the rendering of this recitatiou a 'pin conld be

beard fall. Master Koaae's reciiations at previoos entertainments
have been & great festure, and oo this oceasion be displiyed his elos

cutive capacity to even & greater alvantage. Miss Coughlan was
agaii wuccessful with her solo, “ The song that reached my beart,”
for which sbe received loud applauss, A source of great mirth was
Master Foley's recitation “ Rory O'Moore’s visit to Duoblin,” which
secmed to mmuse everyone, Miss Hoare followed with * Mre, Jooes'
Musical party,” whbich she tendered in & espital maaner, The drama
“ A alight mistake,” brought .he entertaiament to the it item. The
characters were: Lady Froudly, Miss Cooghisn; Barsanet (her
maid}, Mis: Hoare ; Pcnelope (landlady of s village inn), Miss D,
Hoare; Rosina (her cous.n), Miss M. Hoare ; Darothy (Penelope's
fauinfol domestic), Miss L, Moore, Grear lifo waa pot into the
various paris by the different porformers, and indeed it would bs
bard to excel them. The chorus ** Christmas boxes ™ brought the
programmie to a close. Mr. €’Driscoll moved a vote of thanke to
Mr. Twomey for presiding, and to the ehildren for the excellent
enteriainmeat. I must not omit to mention that Miss Hoare played
the accompsmments on the piaoo, as & grest deal of the success of
the entertainment is due te her excetlent playing. .

I feel ecarcely justified in specially praising anyone whan all did
so well, However without doing injustice to anyoney 1 might men-
tion that Miss 'eborah Hoare's acting was simp‘ls rand, and that
she greatly increased the raputation which she made tok haciell last
yesr, The children, without even one exception spoke thsir parts
with remarkabie cleverness, and the singing through ot was first-
class. In tbe chorusss -the voices of the ohildren blended nis:ly
together, and they showed a marked improvemeat on the last con.
cert. The dresses worn in the dramas, too, wera equal to those of
last year, Eerrytown may well be complimeted oo the amoauat of
musical taleot it possesses, for it wuold be almost idipédible teo And
andther piacs of ite mize to equal it. Thae chiidren‘are s credit to
tbeir parants, and particulariy &o to their taschers, and tfe Sisters of
St. Joseph are to be heartily complimented on the very high standard
of perfection to which they on this occasion havetrained their pupils,

At the beatification of the Bleased Jean Perboyre a brother and
a sister of the martyr were present. The former is & priest of the
Oungregation of tbe Foreign Missions at Paria, the latter a Bister of
Chanty at Naples. Anotber brother is a migsiooary in China.

Thoe Italian Goverament iatead atones to take practical steps to
realise @ iribaldi's dream of making Home aseaport. It is proposed
tocut a ehipcaoal, 80 métrea wide and 10 métrendeep, f om the Tiber,
at & p ot just ouraide the city walis, to the sea st Cantel Fusano, s dis
t4 o of aburt 11 miles. The canal will probably be constructed by
an American company, and Lhe eatimated cost is £2 750 000,

With reference to a rec-nt speect of the Spesaker of the Houss of
Commo s, /o which he referred to the Primrose Dumes at Brighton
as an Amaz nisn cohort, s contemporary complaine that it was hardly
courlenns, aud aids that the Spaaker's suggestion, that this invoives
an altered marthod of conducting elections, proves that he never
heard of Georgiana, Duchess of Devonshire, gettiug a vote for Mr,
Fux by kissing a butoher. Weli, yes, probably ha had ; but the
Prumrose Dames of Brighton did ot follow the precedent sot by the
Duchess, bat confiaed chemeelves to scurriloas abuse and shameless
backLitiog of Bir Robert Peel. It is mot given to every Primross
Dame to bo as beautful as was the Dacheas of Davonsiire.— Truth.

A Reuter's tel gram from New York announces the dedth of
Colonel Tuomas F, Burke. Colonel Burke was one of the most dash-
ing and brilliant of the Fenian leadera; and thosa whose memory
goes back to tha days of '67 will remember the splendid speech ha
made in his defence when tried and sentenced to death for- bigh
treason. Colonel Burke served witk Meagher in the American Ofvil
War, and was with O'Neill in Canada when Colonel Booker executed
that splendid retreat famous in sozg and story,



