
s ilution of toediffimlty? To answerthis questionweneedquoteonly
onefact. Six months before thepassing of Mr.Fiwcett'*Aot, the fore*
moitstatesmanof the Liberal party,Mr. Glalstonehimself(loudand
repeited applause), had declared in a memorable phiase that,as
regards the position of Catholics, tbe provision than existing for
University education in freUnd was *' bad," miserably b*d," he"

would almost sayscandalously bad." This wasso,notwithstanding
the existance in Irelandof three Queen's Colleges. In truth, tbe
existence of these colleges, enjoying as they did a monopoly of
Parliamentary favour in the matter of grants to Ireland for the
purposes of University education, was in itselfone of the leading
features of the grievance. Can we wonder then that nothing but
humiliating failure resulted from a proceeding whichdifferedinlittle
mare than inname from the transformationof Trinity College intoa
new Queen's College inDublin? Again,Iquote from Mr.Gladstone.
Inhisshort speech in favourof the second reading of Mr.Fawcett's
Bill he took careitshouldnotbe supposedtbatbe regarded thebill as
onereally opening theUniversity of Dublintothe Catholicsof Ireland
on termsofequality withProtestants.

— " Myopinion,"he said "is that
the entirepeopleof Irelandshouldhavefreeaccess totheUniversityof
Dublin;andIown, for mypart,Igoa step farther and say that,so
far asIcan see, itis impossible for them tohave access, if they are
tobe confined to that teaching and that mode of passage into the
University which Trinity College affords

" (applause). " Thereisno
doubt thatTrinityCollegeis acollegeof Protestant traditionsandPro-
testant aspects,and Trinity Collegemust long so continue." And Mr.Gladstone,ashas been shownby thewhole courseof events sincethen,
was perfectly right (applause). Ihavespoken to youof the small,
insignificantly smnll,number of Catholics who saem willing to take
the College as it is. But there is another aspectof thecase. We
have allheard of the College Chapel. They have Protestant service
there,Isuppose,every day;atall events, oo Sundays. Iunderstand
tbat this service is looked upon as anacademic function. Do not
suppose tbat Iobjectto this. On thecontrary;lamglad tofind ttut
thereisatillin theCollegeasolemndaily or weeklypublicacknowledge
ment of the duty tbat menowe to God (applause)— it is oa acconat
of the continuance of this religious service that,in speaking of the
change made in 1873 ashaving reduced Trinity College to tbe lavel
of one of the Qaeen's Colleges— a phrase that is not nnfreqaently
used without qua ification— lalwayß make it a point to insert the
qualification that this is so, as far as regards Catholic interestsand
the recognition of ourCatholicclaims. For whilst thatCollege ser-
vice is kept up,and (trust that thoseresponsiblefor themanagement
of tbe college will n3vei allow it to be discontinued(applause). It
gives a practical refutation of tbe foolish statement tbat Catholics
whoenter TrinityCollege find themselvesreceived thereon the broad
open platform of religious equality. Nothing of tbekind. Letas
suppose for a moment that tne whole state of things was reversed,
that the Protestant service was discontinued (laughter), andthat, in its stead, Mass was said every day by a priest,
one of the Fellows of the College; that High Mass wassung there every Sunday, the principal place in the Church being
occupiedby thenew Provost

—
letus say, for instance, your Rector

here,Dr. Molloy (loud applause and laughter). How all tin Syoods
would storm I (renewed laughter). With what indignation they
would declaim against us if we co>lly told them that taey had noth-
ing to complainof, that tbe College, notwiihstanding theHigh Mass
and all the rest, was just asitought tobe, just whatought to satisfy
them, btcause, after all, there were no religious tests in theplace
(.applause), and thatif they waited onpatiently for acentury or so,
things might tak« another turn in their favour(hud laughter), and
that if they did not giveup their unreasonable clamour, we should
only look apon themas a verydisagreeable, noisy,discontented set of
peopleto have to deal with, whom it wassimply hopeless tot as to
try to satisfy, nomatter what wedid (applause). We must, then,
on our side, take into account the fact toat, not the Mass, bat the
Protestant serv.ee, is the public official act of worship of Trinity
College,atdImay add— laddit inJeei withconsiderable pain— we
must takeintoaccount thisother fact also,tbat theProtestant clergy*
man whois the present he idof the College, theProvost,d s.inguished
scholar as he is,seesnoimpropriety inpublUhing to the word,even
since bis ele/ation to bis present responsible and delicate position,a
work, written, ashe says, with tbe object of brioging "Cnristiaas"
closer together,in which,however, be has no better name for as than
that which he mast know to be the offensive name of " Bomanists,"
and no be'ter name for the doctrines and practices of ourChurchthan thatwhich he mast know tobe theoffensivenameof

"
Bomieh

"
(groans). These facts have,indeed, tobe takeninto account. Bear-
ing them in mind, Icannot without qualification say of Trinity
College that it standsquiteon thesame footingas oneof theQue n's
Colleges. Imake thatstatement, then,only inthesense thatituolds
good so far as Catholic interessandthe absence ofall recognitionof
them are concerned. When Trinity College was, in a sense, secu-
larised in 1873, the position of Catholics in reference to the tbrae
Queen'sColleges then existinginIreland was thoroughly wellknown.

protested." He was astonished,he said, that Mr. Fawoett "shou'd
persevere with the measure in opposition to the wishes of the
majority of the Irish people, for such a courc wasa direct violation
of the principles which ought togovern p member of tbe Liberal
party" (applause). Mr. Pirn, then member for the oity of Dublin,
said that the bill '* would relieve Irish Protestants who were not

jpembers of theEpiscopal Church, from the disabilities under which
they at present laboured; but it in no way touched the grievances
of Irish Catholics

—
oo the c mtrary,it wouldbring themmorepro-

minentlyinto view when the Protestant grievance wasredressed."
—

Mr. Synan, tbe next speaker,also protestedagainst the bill. He
■aid tbat "he could Dot regardit evenasa step towardsthe settle-
mentof theIrish Sducation question." SirJohn Gray (loud cheers),
memberfor theCatholiccity ofKilkenny, "solemnly protestedagainst
tbe bill." Mr. Butt (renewed cheering;, member for the Oatbolic
city of Limerick,sp >ke of the bill as "a leapin the dark." He sai1
thatit was ''repuoiated"by the Ca bolic* of Ireland, and thatif it
pasted andbecame operativeonany largescale,itwouldonly "

create
s> new hostility which did not then exist." Mr. Monster, member,I
think, for Ctshel,alsoopposedthebill. There was,be said,"nothing
grantedby it tbe Catholicsof Irelandwould accept." Mr.Redmond
(cheers),the fatherof twoof thebestknownofthepresentbody of Irish
members (lond cheers,,spokein tbesame strain. The bill,he said,
was intended"touphold" that"secular system which thepeopleof
Ireland would neveraccept." The Catholics," be said," looked with
distruston whatit proposed to do. They could not feel gratified at
seeing the old University start upon a secular career. They didnot
wishto see Trinity College drawndownto the levelof the 'Godless

'
colleges. The Catholics of Ireland took apride inits renown, and
they feared thatits character wouldbe materially alteredby thebill
before theHouse." "If this bill."he said,"shouldbecome law,and
if they persistedin ignoring the feelings and wishes of the peopleof
Ireland, the question wonld be more seriously considered by
them, and they would say tbat it wasevidence tothem that they
mast seek for redress of their grievances in tbe nomination of
their own Parliament, in which Irishmen wouldhave the manage-
ment of their own affairs

"
(prolonged cheering). IMy nothing

frommyself as to thesubject touched nponin the concluding wirds
ofMr. BeJmond'sspeech. Itrnßt Ishall never be guilty of tbe im-
propriety of intruding my voice,my cunvictionß, as to that subject
atameetiDg such as this, as.embled for another distinct purpose,
and possibly containing some whose views upon general political
questions,especially upon theonegreat politicalquestion of the day
are not altogether in accord with mine (loud app ause). Iquote
what Mr.hedtnondsaid,as Ihave quoted what was said by every
otherrepresentativeof IrishCatholicopinion who spoke during tbe
debate,asevidenceof the shameful ignorance— if,indeed, it be not
malice

—
whichnow feebly attempts to put aponus the discreditable

imputation, that it was we,Catholicsof Ireland,wholedParliament
into thepolicy which, so far as Catholic interests areconcerned, has
reduced Trinity College to the low level of one of the Queen's
Colleges, apolicy which we consequently protest can in no waybe
regarded as tending to the satisfaction of ourCatholicclaim (ap-
plause). The opening of Trinity College did not meet tbat claim.
Itleft our grievance practically untouched. It cast out indeed from
tbe legalconstitution cf tne College tbe evilspirit of intolerant ex-
clasiveuess. But to as, who look upon the matter in the light of
Catholic piinciple, itis by no means clear, so far as we are con-
cerned, that tbe last state ofTrinity College is not worse than the
first. One thing, at all events,ib clear. Ihechange wroughtout by
Mr. Fawcett's Act of187S wasnot effected without the loss of much
that,onits own merits at least,was worthpreserving in the constitu-
tion o( tbe College. Seeing,then,that somuch baa had to be sacrificed
wemay well ask, what has been gained instead f Havetheunsightly
barriersthatfor centuries enclosed so large a space of the arena of
the academic contestsof the collge been effectually rtmoved? Can
the honours won there be regarded as the trophies of victories wonin
a field really open tothe C thoiicsof Ireland7 Is itnot,on tbecon-
trary, perfectly notorious that they are nohing of the kind ? (ap-
plause). A Parliamentary return obtaineda few months agoby one
ofour Irish members of Parliament, Mr Macdonald,oneof themem-
bers for theQueen's County (applause), shows the n mbers of under

-
grttdnates,as regards the religious profession of each,on theb>oks of
Trluity College, Dublin,on tbe 3lsc D comber last year. The total
number of undeigraduates on the colKge books was practically a
thousand, the exact figure was 981. Now amongst these, what was
theproportionof Catholics f Wasitevtn 50 per cent.? Of coursi
not. Forty, thirty, twenty, even ten per cent.? No (laughtei).
Not even tenper cent.;not even nine percent.;not eveneight, not
even seren per cent, (renewed laughter). Tbe total number of
Catholic undergraduates,all told, wasbat 61— that is, remember, 61
ou* of 982,making apercentageof only 62 of the whole(tpplause).
Now, what more completely overwbelmi g evidence could thrrd baof
the total failure of apolicy, the authors of wbich had sacrificed so
much iv their ventureßome effort an reform. To n»>, indeed,it has
ofttab^en

—
us 1 suppose it has been to most of us— a subject of

voiderthatany body of intelligent men could have hopedfor any
other reßuh. For, asregards the Catholics of Ireland, what was the
■am andsubstance of the change effected by Mr. Fawcett's Act?
What else, as regards onr position,did that Act effect but tbe lower-
ing of Trinity College, inso fur as an Act of Parliament could in
reality lower it, to the footingof a fourth Queen's College (applause)
—a College, too, junior in point of standingby about a quarter ofa
century, to the thenexis'mg Colleges of Cork, Belfast and Galway ?
(laughter). That Act of Secularisation came in pimply as a general
leveller. Itabolished all religious tests in Trinity College. Butin
tbeQueen'sColleges, as they had stood from the beginning, there
wereno tests tobe abolished (applause). If the Gatb'liogrievance
wereone tbat could be met by the establishment of a system of
mixededucation based npon the absence of religious tests, there
wottld havu beenbut little of a grievance awaiting removalio 1873.
Fo/ folly aquarterof acentury before, three oollegesembodying that
principle, and liberally endowed by the BUte, had been in full
operationinIreland. How farbad theirexistence contributed totbe

OnMondayNovember11 Mr.O'Brien rewiredavisit inGalway
Prison from Dr.Revelle, Coadjator Bomaa OatbolicBishopof stand-hurst; Re7. Father Byrne, Dublin;and Bey. Father O'Connor,
Melbourne. They were admitted to theprison together.

The Paris correspondentof theB%ily Telegraphpaintsa terrible
pictureof the condition of the ladsof thelowerclasses in tbe Frenchcapital. Therearethousands of them,he says, who infestthe streets
of the city, living in habitual idleness and wickedness, and ready for
any crime. One ofthem has just been sentenced to death for twomurden,onebeing thatof an oldman who was killed for five "hil-lings;and this doublemurderer is only 17 years of age? Such ii
theresult of a Government foundedon hatredof tbe Ghuroh;aGo-
vernment which makes godless education compulsory,and permits
the shopsof Paris to be filledwith impure books and pictures. If
everthere wasagoverningbody which deservedto beabolishedwith
"very mark of infamyitis theMunicipalCouncilof Paris, ' >
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{To be continued.)
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