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pro‘ested.” He was asionished, ha said, that Mr., Faweett * shou'd
persevars with the measure in opposition to the wishes of the
majority of the Irish people, for mach & cour e was a direct violation
of the principles which ought to govera » member of the Liberal
party ” (applanse). Mr, Pim, thea member for the city of Dublin,
said that the bill ¥ wenid rellave Irish Protestants who were not
Jaemoers of the Episcopal Chareh, feom the disabilities under which
they at present laboured ; but it in no way touched the grievances
of Lrish Catholics—on the ¢ mitrary, it would bring them wmore pra-
minenily into view when the Protestant grievancs was redressed.’’—
Mr. Byoan, the next speaker, also protestel agaiost the bill. He
said tbat “ he could not regard it even as a step towards the sattle-
ment of the Irish Education question,” 8ir John Gray (loud cheers},
member for the Catholic oity of Kilkenny, ** solemuly proteste1 against
the kill,” Mr. Butt (renewed cheering), member for the Catholie
ity of Limerick, ap ke of ths bill as * a leap in the dark.' Herail
that it was “repuciated ' by the Cs holion of Ireland, and that if it
and became operative on any large scale, it would only “ create

s gew bostility which did not then exist.,”” Mr, Muoster, member, 1
thiok, for Caahal, alao opposed the bill, There was, be said,  nothing
granted by it the Cathofinl of Irelaod would accept,” Mr, Redmond
(cheers), the fatber of twoof tho best known of the present body of Irish
members (lond cheers,, spoke in the same airain, The bill, he aaid,
was iniended * to upbotd " that  secalar system which the people of
Ireland would never accept.” The Catholics,” he said, ¥ looked with
distrast on what it proposed to do, They could not feel gratified at
sesing the old University start upon a secular career. They did not
wish to see Trinity Oollege drawn down to the level of the < Godlesa®
colleges. The Catholics of Ireland took a pride in ils renown, and
they fearad that its character would be materially altered by the bill
before the House,” *If thia bill," he said, * ehould becoma law, and
if they persisted in igooring the feslings and wishes of the people of
Ireland, the question would be more sericusly coosidered by
them, and they would say tbat it was evidence to them that they
must sevk for redrese of their grizvauces in the nomination of
their own Parliament, in which lrishmen would have the manage-
ment of their own affairs " (prolonged cheering)., I say nothing
from mvselt as to the subject tonched npon in the concluding words
of Mr. Be imond’s speech, I trust I shall never be guilty of the im-
propriely of introding my voice, my convictions, as to that subject
at 3 meeting soch as this, amembled for another cistinot purpose,
and pomibly containing some whose views mpoa geveral political
queations, especially upon the one great political question of the day
are not altogether in accord with mine (loud app anse), I quote
what Mr. hedmond said, as I have quoted what waa mid by every
olher represeniative of Irish Cathelic opinion who spoke duriog the
debate, a9 evidence of the shameful ignorance—if, indeed, it be not
malice—which nuw feebly attempta to put apon us the discreditabla
imputation, that it was we, Ostholice of Ireland, who led Parliament
into the policy which, so far as Catholic interests are concerned. has
reduced Irinity Coliege to the low level of one of ths Queen's
QCuileges, & policy which we consequently protest can in no way be
regarded as tending to the satisfaction of oue Catholic claim (ap-
lsusc). The cpening of Trinity College did not meet that oluim,
t left our grigvaoce practically untouched. Tt cast ont indeed from
the legal cousutution cf ine College the evil spirit of intolerant ex-
clusiveness, Buat to o8, who look upem the matter in the light of
Catholic principle, it is by no means clear, 20 far as we srea con-
cerned, that the last state of Trinity Qollege is not worse than the
first. One thing, at all events, is clear. 1he change wrought oat by
Mr. Fawcett's Act of 137% was not effected withoot the loss of much
that,on its own merita at least, was worth preserving in the constitu-
tion of the College. Beeing,then, 1hat a0 much hag had ta be sacrificed
we may well ask, what haa been gained instead ! Have the unsightiy
barriers that for centuries enclosel so large a space of the arena of
the academic cuntests of the colli ge been effuctually removed? Can
the honoura won there be regarded as the trophies of victories won in
s ficld really open to the C thoiies of Ireland ! Is it not, on the con-
trary, perfictly notorions that they are no hiog of the kind{ (ap-
plause). A Parliamentiry return ob'aized a few months ago by one
of our [rish members of Parliament, Mr Macdonald, one of the mem-
bers for the Queen’s County {applanse), shows the n mbers of noder-
gradoates, as regards the religions profession of each, on the bokas of
Trluity Cullege, Dublin, un the 31sc D -cember last year, The $otal
number of undeigraduates on tue coll.ge books was praciically a
thoutand, the exact figure was 981, Now amongs: these, what was
the proportion of Catholice? Wasiteven 50 per cent.?! O! couren
not, Forty, thirty, tweuty, even ten per cent.? No (laughter).
Not even ten per ornt. ; not even nine per cent. ; not even eight, not
even seven per cent, (renewed laughter). The total number of
Catholic undergraduates, all told, was but 61 —that is, remember, 61
oud of 982, making a percentagas of on'y 62 of the whole (applause).
Now, what more completely overwhelmi g vvidence conld thers baof
the toial failure of a policy, the anthors of wbich had wacrificed #o
much ia tbeir ventoresome effort ar reform. To me, indeed, it has
oftem been—un 1 soppose it has beea to most of us—a subject of
wonder that any body of iatelligent men could have hoped for any
otucr resull, For, as regards the Oatholics of Ireland, what waa the
sum and substance of the change effecied by Mr. Fawcett's Act?
What else, ae regards our position, did that Act effect but the lower-
ing of Trinity College, in so fur as an Act of Parliament conld in
reality lower it, to the footing of & fourth Queen's Collegs (applanse)
—=a College, too, junior in polnt of standing by about a quarter of a
centary, to ths then exis'1ng Colleges of Cork, Belfast and Gulway !
(Isugnter). That Act of Beculsrisation cams in rimply as a general
levelier, It abolished all religious tests in Irinity College, Butin
the Queen's Colleges. ag they had stood from ths beginning, there
were no tests to be abolisbad (applause). It the Catholic grievance
wers one that couid be met by the establishment of a aystem of
mixed education based npon the abwence of religious teats, there
would have Leen but little of a grievance awaiting removal in 1873,
Fot fully & quarter of & century before, three aolleges embodying that
prineipie, and liberally endowed by the State, bad been in full
operation in Ireland. How far had their existence contributed tothe

s Jution of thediffi:ulty ? Toanawer this qusstion we need quote only
ons fact. 8ix months bafore the passing of Mr. Fawostt's Act, the fore-
mast statesman of the Liberal party, Me. Gla1stone himself (lond and
repeated applanse), had declared in a memorable phrase that, as
tegards the posivion of Catholics, the provision than existiag for
Univergity education in [reland was ** bad,’’ misecably bad,” he
“ would almoei say soandalovaly bad.” This waa 80, nofwithatanding
the existance in Irelacd of three Queen’'s Culleges, In troth, the
exintence of thess colleges, enjoying s they did a monopoly of
Parliamentary favour in the matter of graats to ILreland for the
purposss of University education, was in itself one of the leading
features of the grievance, Oan we wonder then that vothing bab
bumilisting failure resnlted from a procaediog which differed in litile
mare thaa in name from the transformaion of Trinity Uollege intoa
vew Queen’s Oollege in Dablin?  Again, I qoote from Mr. Gladstone.
In hisshort speech ia favour of the second reading of Mr. Fawcett’s
Bill he took care it should not be sapposed that he regarded the bill as
one really openiag the University of Dublin to the Catholics of Ireland
on termsa of equality with Protestaots,—" My cpinion,” he said *' iathat
the entire people of Ireiand ehould have freencoass to the Uaiversity ot
Dublin ; and I own, for my part, I go & step farther and =ay that, so
far az I cat see, it is impussible for them to have access, it thay are
to be confined to that teaching and that mode of passage into the
Uuiversity which Trinity College affords * (applauss). ¢ There is no
doabt that Trinity College is a college of Proteatant traditions and Pro.
testant aspects, and Trinity College must loag so continue.” And Mr,
Gladstone, as has been shown by the whole course of eventa since then,
was perfuctly right (applans:). I have spoken to youn of the small,
insignificantly small, number of Catholics who seem willing to take
the College as it is. But thers is another aspect of the case, Wa
have alt heard of the College Onapel. They have Protestant servies
there, I suppose, every day ; at all events, on Sundays. I understand
that this service is looked upon as an scademic function. Do not
suppose that I object to this. On the coatrary ; [ am glad to find that
there i atill in the Collegea solemu daily or weakly publicacknowl
ment of the duty that meu owe to God (applanse)—it is oo acconat
of the continuance of thia religiocs service that, in speskiag of the
change made in 1873 as having reduced Trinity College to the 12val
of one of the Queen's Colleges—a phrass that is not unfrequently
used without qua ification—1I mlways make it & point to insert the
qualification that thie is a0, a8 far as regards Catholic interests and
the recogoition of our Oatholic claims, For whilst that Qollege sar-
vice is kept up, and [ trust that those responsible for the mensg meot
of the college will n:ver allow it t> be discontinued (applause), It
gives & praciical refutation of the foolish statement that Catholics
who enter Trinity College find themselves receivad 1hers on the broad
open platform of religious equality, Nothing of the kind. Let as
supposz for a moment that tue whole state of things was reversed,
that the Protestant service was discontinued (laughter), aod
that, in its stead, Mass was said every dsy by A prieat,
one of the Fellows of the College; that High Masa was
eung there every Hunday, the principal place in the Church being
occupied by the new Provost—iet us eay, for instance, your Raotor
here, Dr, Molloy (lond applanse and laughter). How all thi 8ynods
would atorm! (renewed laughter), With what iadignation they
would declaim aganst us if wa conlly told them that they had noth-
ing to complain of, that the College, notwiihstanding the High Mass
aod all the rest, was just a8 it ought to be, just what ought to sacialy
them, because, after all, there wera no religious tests in the place
(applanse), and that it they waited on patiently for & cectury ot so,
things might take another turn ia their favour (loud laughter), and
that if they did not give up their unreasonable clamour, we sbould
only look npon them an a very disagreeable, noiay, dircontented set of
people to bave to deal with, whom it was simply hopelesa for e to
try to sariely, no matter what we did (applanse). We must, then,
on our side, take into account the fact that, nnt the Mass, but the
Protestant serv.ce, is the public official act of worship of Trinity
College, acd [ may add—I add it indeed with ¢considerable pain—we
must take into account this other fact also, that the Protestant clergy-
man who ig the present he d of the College, the Provost, d s.inguished
scholar as he is, sees no impropriety in publishing to the wor.d, even
ginea big elgration to his present responsible and delicate position, &
work, written, as he says, with the object of brioging * Cnristians "
¢loser together, in which, however, be had no better name for us than
that which he must know to be the offsnsive name of “ Bomanists,”
and no be'ter name for the doctrines and practisss of our Church
than that which he must kuow to be the offsnsive nameof * Homish "
(groane)., These facts have, indeed, to be taken into account, Bear-
ing them in mind, I canoet withont qualification say of Trinity
Collega that it stands goite on the same fuoting as cne of the Que n's
Colleges, [ make tbatetatement, then, only in the sense that it nolds
good so far as Catholic interes’s and the absence of all recognition of
them are coogerned. When Trinity College was, in a sense, secu-
latised in 1873, the position of Catholics in reference to the thrae
Queen'a Colleges thea existing in Ireland was thoroughly well known .
(Yo be continued.)
———

On Monday November 11 Mr. O'Brien received a visit in Galway
Prison from Dr. Revelle, Coadjator Roman Oatholic Biskop ot dand-
burat ; Rev. Father Byroe, Dublin; and Rev, Father O'Connor,
Melbourne, They wera admitted to the prison together,

The Paris eorrespondent of the Dzily Telsgraph paints a terrible
picture of the condition of the ladsof the lower clagses ia the Franch
capital. There ara thonsands of them, he sayn, who infest the strests
of the city, living in habitual idlencss and wickedaess, and ready for
aoy crime, One of them has just baen sentenced to desth for two
murders, one being that of an old man who was killed for five whil-
lings ; and this double marderer iz only 17 years of age! Such is
the resnlt of a Government founded on hatrad of the Obaroh ; & Go-
vernment which makes godless education compulsory, and permite
the sbops of Paris to be filled with impure beoks and pictarss. If
aver thera was a goveraing body which deserved to be sbalished with
svery mark of infamy it is the Municipsl Council of Paris,- =~



