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" Gurrent Topics

AT HOME AND ABROAD,
———

I another place we publish the first instalment of
a speech recently made by the Archbishop of
Dublin on the question of a Catholic University for
Irsland, and to which, ae well as to the instalmenta
of it till to come, we would direct tbe particular attention of our
readers, The Archbishop not only deals exbaustively and ably with
the special subject wnder consideration, but also touches on !the
whole question of Catholic education. It ia diffienlt o see what
anawer csn be made to his Grace's arguments by these who are
bound to oppose them. Nothing ean purpass the strength and clear-
ness of his resroning, and it would certainly seem that in the eyes of
any fair-minded, unpr judiced mnn, it most prove conclusive, What,
moreover, most obtain for the Archbishop's arguments additional
oonsideraiion from every ruch man is hia moderation and the respect
shown by him towarde those who differ from him, Even his bumour
is free from any caustic taint, and distipguishes him as possessing &
beart as kind as hia brain is clear or hig intellect powerfnl, Among
the points proved by the Archbishop’s speech, and we cannot pretend
to examine them in detail—which, however, in not necessary, as our
renders will have an opportunity of themselves reading them—is the
complete failure of the conceasions so far made with a view ot meet-
ing the claime of Catbolics, and the irmpossibility of their being
accepied. Hiz Grace also shows beyond all power of contradiction
the right of the Irish Catholic people to consideration in the matter
of education arising from the great success of the efforts indepen-
dently made by them, He does not appear to place very much
reliance on the promise, or the ssmblance of & promise, lately made
by Mr. Balfour as to the falfilment of the Catholic desires, but the
finest passage in his mpeech is that with which he repudiates all
pomsibility of the purchawe by the Torles of political concessions to
their party by any grant of the kind referred to. In this conmection
the Archbishop quotes a clanse from Magna Charta, pledging those
from whom it waa exacted to refrain from s:lling justice. Bpeaking
in bis own nams and that of his brethren of 1he Irish Episcopaey, he
eays, | give you this mmurance, that. whilst we claim justice, we
shall never stoop to purchase it, and, least of all, could we even
harbour the thought of purchasing it at the sacrifice, or even at the
risk, of the sighta of the Iriab tenants or of the Irish nation,” Thia
specch of the Archbishop's, in fact, is not only a masterpiece of
reasoning and eloguence, forcible, lucid, and excelling in beauty of
style and language ; it is also the utterance of the Christian who
thoroughly enters into the apirit of his holy faith, and of the patriot
who recrgnises atd at all costs maintaina the 1ights mad jost claims
of bis country, We again recommend to our readers the carcfal
stady of thisgreat speech.

A GREAT
BPEEQH.

——

OPPOBITION to ¥ Clericalism,” then, may, after all,
8HOWING THE be somewhat msuspiciously associated, Even the
CLOVEN HOOT. more advanced minds of the day, if they be sincers

in their pretensions to advancement, and have not,

a8 may, perhaps, be occasionally the case, molives & littl: mixed,
muat be stagpered at finding & combination to overthrow & govern-
ment fermed between those who are opposed to Olericaliem and thoss
who are devoled to slavery. Such has been the casz, it scems, in
Bruail, where the men who would emancipate mankind from the
controlof Christianity bave received valuable afd in overthrowing the
government of Dom Pedro from the slave-holders, enraged at the
edkanclpation of their slaves, recently carried out by the Princess.
Bagent during ths wbsence in Europs of her father, the Emperor.
The advanced apirit of thas age, therefore, would appear to be placed
in somethiog of a quandary. If it holds Olericalism in detestation,
can it give ita approval to slavery ! 1Is it not, indeed, its pretence
that the opposition it offars to Clericalism eprings from its devation
fo freedom ! It might bave been thought that the advanced spirit
of the aga would even itself make so much of m concession as to
acknowladge that the Popa was to ba applauded for the efforts re-
esnily made by him fer the total abolition of slavery throoghout the

world, and that, ie particular, it woald have smpported his Holinass
in the approbation expressed b, -um of the action in this matter
of the Princess Begent of Brati  *: may bs remembered that the
Holy Father, in recognition of .., esat her Imperial Highness the
golden rose. But as to the coloured population emancipated, what,
under the circomstances, is to be their fate 7 May we judge in any
way, for example, by the disposition shown towards such a popula-
tion in the United States. We bonestly confess that we, for our part,
ehonld expect more OChristian bebaviour from s white populas
tion coneisting of members of the various Proteatant sects, such as
that among which the negroes of the Southern States are sosttered,
than we should from white men perverted from the Catholic faith
into encmies of Clericalism. But what do we find in the United
Btatea! A condition of things toat seems deatined to develop into s
war of races. The batred felt by the white men towards their
coloure { neighbouts is manifested whenever tha opportunity offars
io murderous attacks and magsacres. We had recently receivad da.
tails respecling outbreaks of the kind that were full of disgraca for
the Bta‘es concerved, and which indeed in some degree formad a blot
upon tbe whole Union. How,the gfore, can the unfortunate ¢c-loured
men in Brazil hope to fare, exposcd as they will be to vindictive
weage by people who bave thrown oft the resiraints of Christianity ?
Tbe deposition of Dom Pedro bag apparently paved the way for crael
times m Brazil. Fonseca and his followers, who, withoat canse,
without even a show of reason, expelled the Emperor, s man of a
most liberal and progressive spirit, #hared to the full by bis daughter
and beiress, have entered upon a conrse of bloodshed, shooting with.
out remoree all thoge who venture to disent from their usurpation,
sod the probabilities are that they themselves will in turn be put to
death, 1he future of tbe conuniry, in short, which seemed assnrad,
and for which there was abuddant promise, has been made doubtfnl,
and at least a period, of more or less duration, fraught with evil, may
be expected to emswe, Ho far, then, nothing good can be disgerned
in the 1evolution that has taken place. Oa the contrary, u great denl
that is bad has already occurred, and there is every reason to fear
tbe cccurreace of mueh more, It iy decileily a case in which the
nnti-Clerical fury is assogiated with misdeeds that cannot be con-
cealed or palliated, snd where it is seen in opea opposition to the
principles, in support of which it is supposed to be evoked,
TaIs divorce case, trumped up, most probably, to
A SUSPICIOUS discredit Mr. Pargell, is an undertaking that pays
CASE, & remarkable homage to the morality of Ireland,—
It is, meantime, an undertaking that seems com-
pletely in keeping with the nature of Mr, Parnell’a antagoniets and
those of the Irish cause. 8ir Robert Peel, for example, the other day
referred to their most refined section as * filthy witches,” atigmatising
them for their fonlpess in attacking his moral character, as a method
of defeat. We find agein Mr, Labouchers, in frizk of November 7,
speaking of them as * Primrose Jezebels™ and * back-biting shrews.”
But, since both 8ir Robatt Pesl and Mr, Labouchers are habitnes of
bigh society and know what is due from men of soy respectability
to women, we may be convinced they have not apoken in this mancer
without good cause. The charge brought agsinst Mr. Paraell, there-
fore, seems to be quite characteristic, and only iz keeping with what
we might expect. There is a special necessity, moreover, for some-
thing of tte kind just at present, The Tories are compelled to bring
forward something of an exceptionally sensational kind and as dis-
gracefully ec as possible. The Irich leaders have abnounced that
Pigott’s diary has come into their possession and that they are deter-
mined to enliven the next eession of Parliament by revealing ita
contents jn the House of Commons. Agaiust this it is absolutely
needful for the Tories to provide, so fur as possible, and they can
evidently find no more suitable steps to take than thiz one of the
divorce case. If they cam only bring out a littls scandal to divert
the public mind, and, if possible, to blacken Mr. Parnell'a reputation,
80 much the better, Although, as they must recognise, the measure
is wholly inadequate to the ¢ffcet they desire to produce. ‘The
chiet soggestion of the case, however, is that of the homage paid to
Irelang, for it ig there, after all, that they must hope for their prin-
cipal gain, Accmsations, in fact, of the kind they now make can do
little, even if proved true, generally to damage the career of & public



