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an .edncatio_u ‘council composed of Catholics and Protestants,
Tlu.u council ia divided into two commitiees, one composed
entirely of Catholics, the other entively of Protestants, The
Behools of Catholies are managed by the Catholic committee
the schools of Protestants by the Protestant committee, and
the schools of the two denominations are equally supported
and encoursged by the Stste, In Quebee this system works
well, sod, according to the Hon. Charles Carroll CoLey,
the leading Protestant representative of Quebec in the
Foderal Parliament, “nowfere 13 o minority more liber-
ally treated than the Protestant minority in Quebec,” The
gchool law of Manitoba is very like that of Quebec, and Mr.
:I. B, Sonn_nsnr, the superintendent of Protestant schools
In that province, says of it in one of hig recently published
reports :—* In connection with its workings during the last
seventeen years, it may be pointed out that the schools of the
province have been managed without o particle of the denomi-
national friction that has caused disturbances and bitierness
in other provinces of the Dominion.” In order to understand
tl.lese last words, we may remark that in the maritime pro-
Winces, particularly New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Islnnd,_tha attempt to carry out s system similar to that of
the United States, caused much disturbance and bitterness.
Mr. SomersEr adds : “ OQur Roman Catholic fellow-citizens
have, under the lo v, their own schools, available for religious
ar well as secular teacking, which is a principle inva ably
contended for by the.1; and those charged with the managoment
of them are all ¢ zcountable to their people for their efficiency,
On the other hand, Protestant schools are untrammelled
the. :ntrodtfct;on of such Christian teaching, including i
dm'ly reading of il e Bible, as may be found practicable, anc
wh:s:h the growing sentiment of the Ppeople recognised as holding
an important place in the development of the chila's naturs.”
In the Province of Untario, where the Protestants are in a
great majority, the law is as follows : Chapter 227 of the
revised statutes of Ontario contains the present separate
school law of that province. The first clauses deal with
Protestant separate schools (which sre not indemand there,pre-
sumably because the public schools are sufficientiyProtestant ),
The remainder of the chapter gives the enactments regarding
Catholic schools. ¢ These provide that five or more Catholic
heads of familics, resident in any rural or urban gchool dis-
Irict, may convene a pullic meeting of those persons who desire
to have a Catholic school, Jor the purpose of establishing the
same ; and that such persons may periedically elect @ Boara
of Tma!eef to control and manage the sckool, which Board ia
wvested with all the powers and responsibilities of a body cor-
porate,  1he Supportere of szparate schools are exempt from
peying municipal schoo! tazes, and the Trusices are empowered

to svy school rates on Catholic inhabitants, they congenting,

which rates are collected by the municipal collect d h
t ithe Board of separate P N Compnins e

; _ school trustees,  Companies may
require any portion of their property to be assessed Jor separ-
ale achool purposes ;" and in cases when the landlord pays the
lawes, the tenant is taken as the per-on primardy liable, and
he decides as to whether the school rates shall be paid to the
public or separate school. Each separate school is entitled to
aharelproportwn_ately in all public school graats made by the
Provincial Legislature, and is under the supervision of the
Depart_ment of Education. Tuwo mspectors of that Depart-
ment visit all such schools regularly and report on their con-
dition.” A good deal of what is written and quoted above
wa written and quoted by us in our leader last week, But
we repeat all this for the parpose of putting a text book and
a test book in the hands of Catholics whereby they may be
euabled to catechise candidates for Parliamentary honours, and
to ascertain whether such candidates are deserving or notof their
support. Certainly no Catholic who has the heart and mind of
a man ought {o vote for any candidate who refuses to concede
to the Catholic body what the school law of Untario secures
tq the Catholics of that Province, and we trust that Catholics
will absent themselves from the polling booths rather than
vote for such candidates. Catholics are, no doubt, nnder
obligation to Mr. Pyzx and the other Members who supported
him during the last and previous sessions of Parliament in
his efforts to obtain for the Catholic bedy & modicum of Justice
in referent_:a to schools, But whilst saying this, we are bourd to
lddth_athm measure, founded,nodoubt,on the principle that half
aloaf is better than no bread, is wholly inadequate, and, though
We acquit him of all intention to lower or insult us, is, never-
theless, nothing less in substance than an insult. As tax-
payers and citizens of New Zealand, we are entitled to equalily
with our fellow. sifizens, an equality thaf recogniges religious

A
liberty, and aleo recognises that in calling upon us, as the
Educetion law of this Colony calls upon ns to violate our
conaciences and religious principles, it in reality imposes npon -
us & penal law because we sre Catholics, This, of course,
will be stoutly denied by bigots and partisans of godiess
education, But a denial, no matter how loud or brave, is
not adisproof ; and whatdiffurence is there in calling upon us 1
violate our consciences in school matters, and calling upon us
to violata our consciences in church matters, In both casca
there is equally a violation of conscience attempted, and con-
sequently a denial of religious liberty.

ALARMING NEWS,

——

We learn from the Rome correspondent of the Boston Pilot,
a source generally well-informed, that the appointment of an
English representative at the Vatican is an established fact,
and that, not only temporarily and with regard to certain
ecclesiastical affairs at Malta, aa has been stated, but gener-
ally and permanently,

We do not know anything of the representative appointed
—that is, General Bir J. LivTorN Siumons, but, besides
his appointment by Lord Savissuny, the fact that he has
selected as his secretary Mr. Ross of Bladensburg makes
us suspicions of him. Mr. Ross] of Bladensburg {s & mem-
ber of the party who are most opposed to the claims of Ire-
land, and further belongs to that Catholic body dicposed in
every respect to misrepresent Irish affaiis, and even to traduce
the Catholicism of the conutry. Mr, Epwix px LisLg him-
self would hardly be a more undesitable person to see appointed
to any position connected with the interests of the Iriab people
than is, Mr, Ross of Bladensburg. This gentleman’s ssso-
ciation with Grenersl Bruwmoxs, therefore, is quite sufficiently
suggestive as to that functionary’s disposition,

Under even ordinary circomstances the appointment of
an Engiish envoy to the Vatican must be regarded by the
Cathol'cs of Xreland as probable to exercise some adverse
bearing on their relations to the Holy See, and ss tending to
influence unfavourably the implicit confidenes hitherto placed
by them jn the unbiassed affection for them of the Holy
Father. The matter, however becomes intensified when the
envoy chosen«=~appointed, besides, by 2n openly hostile Gov-
ernment—is a person who may be justly suspected of, un-
friendly intentions, and who cun only be expected to use all
his efforts in an attempt to discredit Ireland in the eyes of
the Pope,

In proportion to the fidelity of the Irish people to the
Holy See, and their long and bitter suffering endured in
maintaining that fidelity, would be the injustice of any ap~
pointment that should tend to pr(judice thum in the eyes of
the Holy Father, or, at length, to divide their allegiance in
any degree from Rome, As a faithful Catholic people they
are entitled to true represenmtation at the Vatican, and are
justified in resisting, nay, are imperatively called upon to re=
sist, any attempt made to misrepresent them there. Where
the interests of a nation, and especially their religious interests,
are concerned, there can be no holding back from the oppo-
sition that the occasion demands, 1f the correspondent of
the Pilot i rightly informed then, it is to be hoped that the
protest and resistance of the Irish people will be ptrong and
universal,
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As announced by us last week, the Diocesan Bynod ¢f Dunedin
will asgemble at Bt. Joseph's Cathedral on Wedpesday next, the 15th
inst, Ou its conclusion, bis Lordihip the Bishrp will leave by the
firat vessel for Bydney, to take part in the opening ceremuynies of 8te
Mary's Cathedral.

WE learn with deep regret that the death has ocearred of M,
Redmend, wife of Mr. J, E, Re imond, M,P. The deceased lady was
still in the moraing of Lite, and had appa-eatly every prospact of &
long aod happy career, She was & member of a fumily much
respected in New South Wales, that t> which Mr, T, Dalion, M A.,
Bydoey, and M, J, Dalton, Orange, also belong—and was in every
respect deserving of esteem apd regard, Our readers will join in the
sincere sympathy felt tor Mr. Redmoad in his bereavement,

WE have recoived a letter from Mr. Joho Boyle O'Reilly,
a propos of a notice which appeared in the TABLET of the rig jun at
Chrisichureh by the renowned Mr, Clampett, Mr. O'Reilly writes
s follows ;—" I remember that a few years ago there came to Boston
on a visit & yonog man from New Zealaad and Australis, whose
name, I think, was Sydney B, Clampett, or at least we fonnd out



