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UNDER the caption * Symphonic Poem by & Woman,” The Zrans.
atlantic gives this charming sketch of Mme, Augusta Holmes' lateat
schievement —

The city of Paris, which, although republican, i decidedly s
royal bostess, began oa September 11, the celebration of the festival
of the Republic in the central nave of the Palais de I'Industrie, trans-
formed into an immense theatra for the purposs, The programme
cansieted of threa performances, on the 1lth, 14th, and 16th, of the
symphonic poem, * Ode Triomphale,” the words and music of which
were wrilten for the occasion by Augusta Holmes, a French com-
poser of Irish descent. The presentation was on so magnificent g
8cale that each performance cost sixty thousand dollars. Tbe
entrance was free, and the combined audience reashed the number of
eixiy.six thousand, The first performance was for President Carnot,
the authorities, and the Presa ; the second was for the childrer, and
the third for the people,

Never was 80 iarge a theatre consiructed in go short a time, The
stage is 146 feet wide and 143 feet deep,

A correspondent of I'Indépendavce Belge pgives the following
description of the opening performance.

M, Colonme lifts his baton ; an impressive silence prevails ; twenty
thousand heads all bend slightly forward, seeming by this uniform
movement to obey some invisible orchestsa leader.

Behind the curtain trumpet calls are heard ; first successively,
tben simulianeously, they sound in the distamce, and then draw
nearer and nearer, until at last they are drowned in a
trinmphal march which the orchestra strikes up, Taen the cartain
drawe aside, to the rightand the left, as at Bayreth instead of rising
perpendicularly,

Criea of admiration go up on every hand ; really, it is not a
scene, puicted and mannfactured, but rather a fragment eut oat of
nature end transferred to the stage. In the distancs mountaine
gilded by the sun ; to the right and left two broad roads descending
to ihe foreground ; in the centra the sitar of the co untry, half veiled
by an immense French flag, wkile on four tripods arranged arcund
the altar incense burns, The roucd frame eoclosing the scene seems
really Jike the enormous mouth of & Lelescope through which one sec3
soms fairy-like, mysterious promised land,

While the orchestra is finishing the trinmphal march, whose
thytbm is broad and brilliant, the stage remains empty ; but soon
joyful tones resound, —the voices of the wine growers preceded by an
allegorica]l figure, Wine, and the harvesters following 1he barvest
represented by sheaves of wheat,

I note that the author, who belongs to the modern school, gives
her music & pronounced local colour, and clogely follows the
text of her poem, Moreover, chornses act in groups, wingling their
Eongs, answering each other, and thus preseating the illusion of all
the real aod matural impulses of the people. The songs concluded,
Wwinegrowers and harvesters ascend the roads on either side end
group themselves at the culminatiog point of the scene,

‘Then come the scldiers and sailors to sing the glories of the
country ; their costumes, borrowed from the war department, pro-
duce the greatest effect. Here especial mention must be made of
the sailors’ chorus.

Bur les flota gris de 1'Ocean sans bornes
Bous les vents roisselanta, . . .

The music delighttally portrays all the coquettish movements of

thesea ; and one seems to fill his lungs with the ocean air. 'This is
sursly one of Lhe finesy pages of the acore,
. . Then the jabourers advance, while the soldiers and sailors go to
join the winegrowers, After these the Artg, preceded by Genius, who
de-cend slowly and take the place of the labourers ; the mixture of
sliegorical and modern costumes is mot ome of the least piquaunt
details of this feaat of the eyes and ears.

Here comes in one of the most original episodes in the work of
Augnsta Holines, As soon ag the Aris and Bciences are grouped
argund the altar, Oupid, the raddy and froliceome infant, rushes npon
the cenie : the orchestin marks his entrance by a motive that delight.
tully imitatea the beating of Qupid's wings against the ether,

Cupid advances, at first hesltating, and then more boldly ; he
makes a gign, and immediately 8 multitude of young men rush out
and form bis train ; oo the opposite side an adorable appatition,
personifying Youth, becomes viaible, followed by a group of young
girle ; the two groupa exchange amorcus greetings, while in the middle
Youth and Cupid make a pretence of embracing each other, expres-
sing by gestare ail the impulses of the beart, all 1he refinements of
shared cireeses ; and finally Cupid kisses Youth upcn the brow, and
they remain in mutua! embrace, while the young people exchange
flowers and sing the joy of love in a glorious bymn. ‘L he whole scene
i one of indescribable sweetness ; farther, this mixture of pantomime
snd sorg conslitutes an innovation, all the merit of which belungs to
Mme, Holmes ; characters expresging simultaneonsly by gestures the
seniiment to which the choruses give voice in their songe,—thig is a
truly original discovery, worthy of a place in the musical history of
our epoch. Who knows but tuat there residesin this simple detail of
& powerfal and voluminous work the source of profonnd modifications
of the methods of theatrical art?

The author follows this episode by the intreduction of a little
chorus of children, who enter with noisy gaiety. After their song
the scene darkens, and the choruses, grouped arcund the altar of the
couniry, muimar sorrowiully, Buddenly a woman, draped in monru-
ing veils, rises from below. BShe seems to suffer, and stretches furih
suppliant srins to the French flag, Cupid and Youth step amde to
let her pars, while the choruses, accompanying with their saddened
mopgs the funersl march mourafully played by the strings, cry ;—

Apparais, déesse, apparais.

fuddeoly the French flag unfolds, and the Republic, radiant and
superb, arises on the pedestal of the altar of the country, At that
moment fuil light is turned on, The sum rises above the mountain
tops, and the people (all upon their kuees ; the veiled woman leta her

A TRIUMPH

veil of mourning fall, and appesrs as France smiling and comforted.
And then in glorions unison the Republic, Fraace, and the people
raise this great shout of the sonl : —

Gloire a toi, Liberte, soleil de Punivers |

S0 enda this triamphal ode, & work of great power, unequal, but
always buman, siacere, sverflowieg with life and reslity, and enriched
with a siage gating, a luxury of detail and a breadth of conception
which class it with the finest manifestations of art in aa epoch rich
in marvels acd wondera,

To the pergouality and achievements of the author of this work,
who is clearly des!ined to take rank among the great composers, with
whom no woman has herstofore been numbered, the Treane- Atlantic
wiil return in & future issue,

BLENHEIM CATHOLIC SCHOOLS.
—_——————

THE boye school was examined last week by Mr. O'Bullivan (8t.
Patrick's College, Wellington), and Mr, Kirby (of Blenheim), Both
gentlemen speak in the highest terms of the discipline and efficiency
of the school and of the assiduity of the head waster, Mr. M, Calie,
and his assistant,

MR, O'SULLIVAN'S REPORT,

Enclosed you will find the resnlt of the written examinations in
mathemaltics in the 6th, 5ih, and 4th Btandards, The results, 48 you
will see, ara most satistactory with the exception of algebra, which
is tanght only in the 6th Btandard. I thick that great proficiency in
this particular subject could hardly be looked fur, 1f we bear in mind
that it is an extra subjeet, which is not included 1u the curriculum of
the public schools, and to which much time cannot be devoted
without detriment to the more importact branches, Eight boys
out of i4 presented in algebra passed. In arithmetic five problema
were given to each of the three bighest standards,and all ecored con-
siderably more than the number of marks requisite to secure a pass ;
the 6 b and 4th Btazdards especially distingnishing themselves ; in
the former 12 out of 14 presented secured the maximum of marks,
whilst in the latter, out of eight presenied, five obtained foll marks,
In the 5th Btandard all passed that were presented, althongh only
one boy secured the maximum of marks, All the other examinations
were conducted orally, The reading and spelliing in all the standards
were quite satisfactory, with a single exception history was also
anawered fairly well by the 3rd and 4th Btaodards; the majority of
the 16 boya presented in the $rd Standard passed in the geography
examination. [ also examined the writing and drawing of ail the
classes, and all, except two in the 4.h and 6th Standards, were quite
up to the average. I gave some short sentences to be parsed by the
3rd and 4th Standards, and nine boys out of sixteen in the 3rd
Standard securcd the total number of marks ; tbe remainder oblain.
lng more than the number required for a pass; and all in
the 4ih answered sausfactoiily. 1 gave several suma to be worked
on their alates by the lat, 2nd, and 3rd Staudards, and all showed
great proficiency. Bpecial mention must be made of the 3rd
Stagdard, 1n which nine out of 16 secured full marks, To sum up, 1
must eay that the resultashow painstakiog on the part of the teachers,
aud steady application by the pupila; and I wtsn to lay special
stress oo the great proficiency shown in arithmetic in all the
Btandards,

ME. EIRBY'S REPORT.

I bave the pleasura to report that at your request I bave ex-
amined the 5th and 6th Btandards in the following subjects :—
bistory, geography, and Englisk. The examination was a written
one, and there were presented for examinaion—u the Gth Standard,
eight boys ; in the 6ih Standard, 14 boys; i ali 22, Iu the 6th
Standard I find a general pr.ficiency in all the subjects, but owing
probably to lack of practice in written examioallons, two or three
papers were barely passable on account of 1ud.fierent writing. In the
6th Btandara ihe paperg were unilormly neat, I would suggest the
prapriety of practising the boys in p.per examinations. The answers
were all generally correct and very few questions were passed over,
Either from undue haste, however, or from an over-desire to condenss,
—brevity in answering was carried too far, aud some replies wers
bald and mcomplete, Iu the history papers I note general acouracy
88 to dates and names. The Englist paper was designed to test
general knowiedge and power of expression, and the reselt as to the
6th class wag satisfactory, In the 6th class the repults were not
quite s0 encouraging, lhe speiling 1n all cases was quite satisfac-
tory, In analysis none of the pupils showed proficiency, but in par.
sing all of them answered correotly, In the geography paper nearly
all the boys snawered 1ntelligently, but the last question given to the
61h cluss (viz, *“irace the course (a) of a saliog vessel (b} of a
steamer frum London to Singapore, Melbourne, San Francisco, and
Liverpool,”) was not angwered with success by more than one or two,
Exercises of thia particuiar sort would be found very useful as well
as interesling. bpeaking generally I have the pleasure to iemark
thut the work showa evidence of careful and conscientious training,
and of considerable ability among the scholars,

r—— ——— i e ]

The McCormick reaping machine is acknowleged tofbs the best
in the woild. 1t is free fiom all those flaws that render the farmera
when using other machines, liable to the cccurrence, and the conse-
quent loss, of a frequent break-dows. Nothing ot the kind need
te apprebended by those who are furtunste enough to possess the
McCornick machine, but they may reckon on an uninterrupted har-
vest, It is calenlated that in every way the machine reduces, by one
half, the work, as well as the expense of the agriculturist muking
use of it, 1t is, therefore, most valuable from an economical poing
ot view. Farmers will find themaeives more than repaid ever in
one harvest for the purchase of this machine, and no member of the
clugs desirous of doing bis work expeditionaly, cheaply, and thorughly
wiil neglect to avall himself of its aid. Messrs. Morrow, Hassett,
and Cu., Christ¢hurch and Dunedin, are the sole agents for New
Zealand



