¥ ridsy, January 8, 1889. NEW ZEALAND TABLET. 29

TARANAKI,
e
(From the Taranaki Herald )

BREAKING UP OF THE CONVENT SCHOOLS,

Tak ladies who copduct the Convent schools sent ont & long list of
invitations to the frienda of the pupils attending the Sacred Heart
High Bchool and 8t, Mary’s Beleet Bechool, and accordingly, s number
of visitors asgembled, on Tuesday, December 17, in the large room of
the Convent to witness the presentation of the prizes, as well as hear
the concert which had been prepared by the pupils for the oceasion,
There would, no donbt, have been mora present bat for the wet
westher, which prevented several from attending,

As ususl, the visitors were sbown the progress the papils had
mede dutieg the year in needlework, both fancy and plain, in draw-
ing, and other accomplishments which ladize all try to exvel in,and
which at the Convent echools are by no means allowed to be neglected,
The display of work in the parlour of the Convent was fully equal to
the excellent axhibitions of formar occasions, It would beicvidious,
perbaps, on our part to mention specially any young lady's work
where all was 50 good, but those who had not before seen the annual
display seemed traly astonished at the proficieney of the pupiis in
these useful as well as ornamentsal accomplishments.

The Convent Bchoolroom was very prettily decorated for the
cccasion, the walle being festooncd with fluwers and evergreens, At
the back of the stage was the Irish welcome, Cead Mille Failthe to
our friends, and over head were the words “ A happy New Year,”
Great care had evidently been taken in rehearsing the musical pieces,
all the pupils being very periect ; whilst the mountiog and dressing
of the little drama, * A Double Trinmph,” was very creditable indeed,
The young people worked well together, and all the vigitors owned at
the conclusion of the entertainment that they had epent a very
pleasant afterncon. Altogether the excellent and devated Bisters of
Notre Dame des Mission bave, we think, avery reason to be pleased
aod satisfied with the progress of their pupils. The chair was oceupied
by Dr, O’Carroli, the Bev. Father McKenna sitiiog oo his right,

The co.cert commenced abountthreeo'clock, when the following

rogramme was gone through with considerable success by the
javenile performers :— .

Programme,—Duet (5 pianos, orzan, and harmonium), * Gloria
in Exceleis,” Missea Leedom, Woods, Cadigan, Cottier, Connett,
Hamm nd, Teed, Eliis, McGonaell, and Cunniugham. Organ, Miss
Flabaven ; Harmonium, Mles J. Moore ; Latin duet and chorus,
“ (0 Glorwosa,” Young Ladies. Solo (5 piancs aud organ), “La
Bompambula,' Misses Woods, Connett, Cottier, Leedom, and
Flabavan ; organ, Miss Moore. Vocal duet, ** Hope beyond the Skies,”
Migses Ellig and Oldfieid.  Bolo (4 pianos, organ, and harmoninm)
« [rith Dismonds, No. 3, Misses Cottier,Moore, Leedom, and Wonods ;
organ, Misa Flabavan ; harmo ium, Mlsa Cadigan. Song, ' Voices ot
the Night, Young Ladies. 8olo (5 pianos ani organ), * Ii Trovatore,”
Migses Connett, Flahavan, Leedom, Coltier, and Woods ; orgun, Miss
Moore, Vocal duet, * The Lily and the Rose,” Misces Teed and Old-
field, Duet (& pianos, orgam, aud barmonium), © The Abyssinian
Expedition,” Misses Fishavan, Woods, Leedom, Connett, Street, A,
Street, Hammond, Cadigan, Bltis, and Cuoningham ; organ, Miss
Cottier ; harmonium, Mise Moore,

#“ The Double Triumph,” (a drama in two acts).—Dramatis
personz : Placidus (Roman General), Miss Taylor ; Stella (wie of
Placidus), Miss Teed ; Imogen and Farfax (sonsof Pl cidus), Mieses
Gill aud Moore ; Bufus (Captain of Banner Guard), Miss Oldfield H
Felix, Mise Cadigan ; Adnas, Mis Sullivan ; Trajan (Emperor),
Migss Teed ; Adrisn (hmperor), Miss Cadigan; Calphoinias, Miss
Cowan ; Proculus (Governor of Gaul), Miss Cunningham ; Epicuras
(Manager of Bathg), Miss Callaghan; Sintulus ( Military Tiibune),
Miss Ryan ; Hibernian (Indian planter), Migs Parker ; Sylvia (slave),
Miss Flahavan ; Kggeus, Miss Coldwell, soldicrs, Misses MecGonnigel,
Griffiths, Duffin, avd Julian.

Finale.—" The Hoiiday Duet,” The Pupils,

Prior to the distribution of the prizes, Dr, O'Carroll rose and
said he must, on bebalf of those present, thank the youug ladies for
the treat they had just afforded them. He had a'tended the gather-
ings year after year, and had always looked forwarded to them with
pleasure, He, therefore, considered he was able to judge of their
preficiency, aod it was 8 pleasure 10 bim to be able to say that they
peemed to improve more and more under the kind Sisters' ins'ruction,
They must recollect that the Sisters, who were highly educated ladies,
did not devote their ume 1o teaching for pereonal gain, but they
devoled their Jives to the instruction of the young, wi'h the view
that they should be properly educatel, not only in the faith they
then selves professed, but also o the secular things of this world,
The secular instruction given by the bisie 8 was bowever, 8o excellent
that those of other denominations entrust tbeir children to these
Jadies' care, but in such cases the Bisters were eireful pot to inter-
fere with the religious beliel in which the ehildren had been bronght
up ; one thing they might be sure of, and that was that nothing
wonld be tanght in the Nune’ school but what was strictly moral

The prizes were then presented to the children by Dr. O'Carroli,
who was assisted in doing so by the Bev, Father McKerna and the
Lady Buperior of the Coovent,

The Bisters return thewr thanks to the fullowing persons who
have kindly countribute 1 towsrds procuring the prizes :—Rev. Father
McEebna, Dr. O'Carroll, Mr, and Mrs. 8effern, Mrs, Goldwater, Mrs.
Kivg, Messrs D.ngle, and Corke, Mr, and Mis, O'Neil, Mrs. Fishleigh,
Mies Cottier, Mra. Francis, Mrs. Read, Mrs. O'Rigley, Mr. Corkill,
Mr, Parker, Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Cock, and Mr, Walsh, Atthe conclusion
of the distribulion of the prizes, Dr. O'Carrcll said he had been
requested by the Rev. Father McKenna and the ladies of the Con-
vent to thank those who were present for their attendance, and to
anpounce that the schools would be closed for six weeke, He hoped
that those who bad sent children to the schools would continue to

0 K. .
The company then dispersed,

BREAKING.UP OF 8T. PATRIOK'S SOHOOL.

The usual entertainment and distribution of prizes in connsction
with the Oatholic Boys’ Schogl took place in Bt Patrick's Hall on
Thuraday afternoon, D2cember 19, and, as usual, the attendance was
very large. The walis of the hali had been very prettily decorated
with evergreens aad flowers, and the stage fitted up in a very attrac-
tive manner,

The entertainment commenced at about thres o'clock, when the
Bev. Father McKenna occupied the chair, Mr. Beffern sitting on hie
right hand and Mr, Hart alongside him. Iuo the first part the recita-
tion given by the little boya wa exceedinzly well delivered, whilst
the vocal pieces wera sll nicely sung, The comio drama, “ None s
blind as those who will not sse,” was ¢apitally played, the boys beiag
word perfect in their parts, and entering thoreughly into the spirit of
the piece. Between the scenes of the drama Miss Oottier played on
the piano two somaewhat dificult pieces with considerable execntion,
and also took part with the Misses Teed, Moore, and Flahaven in &
quartette on two pisnos. The whole of the entertainment went off
witnont a hitch of any kind, and at the termination of the programme
the juvenile performers wera all loudly applanded.

The following is & programme of the enmtertainmeunt given :~—
Duet (2 pianoa), Misses Cottier, Moore, Hammond, and Fiahaven ;
hymn, ¥ Ave Maris Siella,” the pupils ; recitation, " All for Ireland,”
Maaster A. Hart ; sonyg, *“ Froggie's Ball,” jonior pupils ; recitation,
“The Dilatory Scholar,”” Master Hart; trio (vocal), " The Heatt
Bowed Down,"” Masters O'Donnell, Hart, and O'Neill ; recitation,
“The Two Cousing,” Master Ryan ; song, ¢ Half Mast Hiph,” senior
pupils ; recitation, “ Bernardo del Carpio,” Master O'Doncell; song,
‘ Bweet the Evening Hour," senior papils ; recitation, ¢ Mary Queen
of Bcots,” Masters Hart and M, O'Neill, Drama, ¥ Noune so blind as
those who will not sge.” Charactera—Uncle, Master O’ Neiil ; Aunt,
Maater Pope ; Jack, Master O'Donnell ; Polly, Master Hart; Pedlar,
Master Moore ; Farmer, Maater Reynolds ; Schoolmastsr, Master M,
O’Neill ; Postman, Master D. Qallaghan.

Between the scenes the followiag musical selections were given :
—=8olo, " The Harp that once through Tara’s Halls,” Miss Cottier;
duet (2 pianos), “ The Bultan's Grand March,” Misses Oottier, Moore,
Teed, and Flahaven ; solo, ¢ Eilvery Waves,” Miss Cottier ; finale,
“The Desr Little Shamrock,” the pupila.

Rev, Father McKezuna said, previous to presenting tbe prizes, he
munst thank those present for tbeir kind atteniance that day. He
himself was very pleased with what bhe had szen, Tha little boys had
all played their parts well, and gon2 through the programme with
credit to themselves and to the ladies of the Convent, who bad taught
them, The parents had to thank the Bisters for the pains they had
taken in instrocting the children, He had examined the boys in tha
several branches of their stndies, and was, therefore, able to speak
personally of the progress they had made in them, He could not
help referring to the entertainmeat given by the young ladies on
luesday last, because on that occasion the excellent tuition in music
by the ladies of the Convent was demonstrated in a most prominent
manner by the pupils, who performed on the pianc some very diffi.
cult pieces with a considerable amount of success, The vacation
would now take place, but he hoped next year when the schools
opened that ne shounld see all the children there again. Rev. Father
McEenna then presenled the prizes to the boys, and waa assisted by
the Lady Superior, Mr, Reffern, and Mr. J, Hart,

The B8isters return their sincere thanka to the following persons
who have kindly contributed towards procuring the prizzs:—Rev.
Father McKenna, D. O’Carroll, Mr, and My, Beffern, Mre. King, Mrs.
Goldwater, Mesars Cotke and Diople, Mr, and Mrs, O'Nuill, Mra,
Fishleigh, Miss Cottier, Mrs. Francis, Mrs, Read, Mra. O'Ryley, Mr.
Corkill, Mr, Parker, Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Cock, Mr. Walsh and Mr. Hart.

Tha boys then gave three cheers fur the Bev, Father McKenna
and the Bisters of the Convent, Mr, Beffern then gave the boys =ix-
pence eaeh, a practice be hag followed for some years back, when,
after another cheer the proceedings terminated.

8T. JOSEPH'S SCHOOL, TEMUEA,

R P —

{From an occasional Correspondent.)
Temuks, December 20, 1889,
THE annual concert by the pupils of Bt Joseph's Convent School
which bhad been looked forward to, both by the children and parents,
with as keen an interest as on former years, pagsed off as success-
fully as on any of the previons occasions, on the 16th inst, In
spite of several entertainments having been held during the previoos
fortnight—the Femuka Public School concert, which was poorly
attended, taking place u few days before, the hall was crammed,
The programme, as naual, was a long and varied one, and the whole
was gone through withont a hiteb, and in a manner which did icfinite
credit to the children, and failed not to add immensely to the repuo-
tation which the Bistera of 8t. Joseph bear for their ability and
patience in teaching the young, The concert was opened with a
prologue, which was spoken with good cffect by Misses E. Dalton
and L. Archer, and wag fo)lowed by the excellent rendering of an
overture by Miss Quinn. The Chorus, ¥ Cbiming Bells,” wag rendered
very successfully by the singing class, and the order with which the
children came on and went off the stage, combined with the neat
appearance of their white dresses, was a striking featura of the enter-
taicment, and denoted the trouble which had been taken by their
teachers tn bringing them to such a atage of perfection. Miss L.
Quinn secured univeraa] applause for her recitation, * A ghamrock
from the lrish shore,” as did algo Master Bcannell-a youtbfel per-
performer—for his voeal solo  Kitty of Colraine.” The dialogue,
“Dolly’s Mama,” was well spoken by Miss Taylor aud Master F,
Scannell, and created mach laughter. Misa Connolly, who was in
good voice, brought down the house by her singiog of * Eileen
Alaunab,” aod was encored, and responded with the last verse. The
solod in the chorng “ Old black Joe,” was taken by Mastera Louis
Lavery and Dune, and wera vigoroualy seconded by the remainder of



