
We learn thaton the feast of Our Lady of Mercy,24th Sep.tember, Misa Jane Parrel), of Hokitika, in religion Sister MaryCamillus, was professed a choir nunin the convent of Our Lady ofMercy Singleton, New South Wales.
Thb death is announced cf the famous Arthur McMurronghFavanagh,known commonly as Kavangh of Borris. Kavauagh,

a lineal descendant of the arch-traitor McMurrough,baa of latebeen distinguished as a leading opponent of Home Bule. He haialwaysbeen remarkablefor themalformationof his person, wanting
from hisbirthboth legs andarms. Notwithstanding this defect, bewasable to takeaprominent part inpublic life,sitting for severalsessions intheHouse of Commons. Inprivatelifehewa§ aUoaman
of mark, and possessedmany brilliant social qualities. Strange to
say,he wasadashing horseman, and in the hunting field heldhisplacein the first flight. Hewasmarried,andhadanumeroosfamily*none of whom shared his deformity. ladeed, whether rightly or
wronglywe donot know, though we do know of a verycurious phe-
nomenon in connectionwith his condition, he was repated tobe thesubject of anold prophecy,and, therefore, to fillan exceptional anduniqueposition.

How does this contrast with what takes place atmeetings inconnection with the popular agitation in Ireland ? "One of thespeakersat a meetingin Hyda Park," saysa cablegram uader dateLondon,December 23,« advocatedthemurderof the chairmanof theMetropolitan Gas Company, and his remarks were received withapplause." Thereare agitators, then, who areqaite capableof ful-filling the inventions contained in
"

ParnellismandCrime." Itis,however, in theheart of the Times' own city that they are found andapplauded,andnot inIreland. This is decidedly suggestive.

The altar of our Lady of Perpetual Succour in St. Joseph'sCathedral,Dunedin, has receivedabeautiful addition in the shapeofa lamp formed of clusters of porcelain flowers, such as have beensent fromParis for displayatthe Exhibition. The flowerrepresentedis that of the hawthorn,and nothing can bemore chaste or moretasteful thanthe design. The lampis the gift of a lady belonging tothe confraternity.

Thk Synod of the dioceseof Duoedin will commence itssessioninBt.Joseph's Cathedral,on Wednesday,January15, at 11a.m.
The PrimroseDames appear to have deservedsome charmingcompliments from Sir Robert Peal, with respect to the late electionforBrighton,at which Sir Bobert wasdefeated. He speaks of themfor instance, as the

"
filthy witches of the Primrose League who haveso foully endeavomed,but in vain, to asperae my characterdurinthiscontest." Thisis pretty language to be appliedto ladies of th«highest fashion anditcanonly be justified by bging welldeserved. SirRobertPeel, however,ishimself auffiaiently initiatedinto the leoretsof high life to know whathe is talking about.

great minority in Parliament and the conntry, are treatedmost liberally,
Tie systeminManitoba is very similar to that of Quebec.Ihe ImperialParliament of Knglandin U67, when passingtne British North American Act— -the.Canadian Constitution—removed the questionof repealing the separateschool clausesot the law of these various Provinces from the regionof

practicalpolitics byprohibiting any province of the Dominionof Canada from making any law which would "prejudiciallyaPct <"V right or privilege with respect to denominational"chools, which any classofpersons have by law in the provinceat the time of the Union." So that it is not in the power ofany legislaturein the Dominion todoaway witheither separateor denominational schools. Subjectto this provision of theImperial Act, the various Canadian Legislatures can enactany law calculated to increase education or improve its ad-ministiation. In order not to stretch out this leader to anunreasonable length, we shall now confine our remarks to theactionof the Ontario Legislature,because the Catholics oftaw Province are, like ourselves, in a great minority there,and,consequently, what the majority has done there will beinstructive to us and our Legislature. Chapter 227 of theRevised Statutes of Ontario,1ti87," contains the presentseparateschoo laws of that Province. Thisprovides,so far as
%7bo!!? 8choc)l8 areconcemed,that five ormore Catholic headsot tamihes,residentinanyruralorsurburban schooldistrict,mayconveneameetingof thosepersonswho desire tohaveaCatholicSchool,for the purposeof establishing the same,and that suchpersons mayperiodically elect aboardof trustees tocontrolandmanage the school, which board is invested with all thepowers and responsibilities of a body corporate. The sup-porters of such a separate school are exemptedfrom payingmunicipal school taxes, aad the trustees are empoweredtolevyschool rates on the Catholic inhabitants,theyconsentingwhich rates are collected by the municipal collectors, andhanded to the board of separateschool trustees. Companiesmay require any portionof their property to be assessed forseparateschool purposes; and in cases where the landlordpays the taxes, the tenant is taken as the person primarilyliable,and he decides as to whether the school rates shall bepaid to the public or separate school. Each separate school» entitled to share proportunately inall public grants madeDy the Legislature,and is under the supervisionof the depart-mentof education. Two Inspectors of that department visitall such schools regularly, and reporton their condition.—Buch is thelaw ma province which is in almost all respectsverysimilartoNew Zealand. InOntario,the spiritof justice,liberality,and fair play,has moulded the school law. Why
wl? Wt-haVe SUch a laW in force here in New Zealand ?Wtiy? this is the question, and there can be only oneanswer, bimply because our Legislature is not actuated bya spirit of justice, liberality,and fair play. This is the onlyreason, la Ontario the education law which we described intne above sentences, works well, promotes education, is foundto be economical, and promotes peace and contentmentwhereas the bigotry and injustice of the education law inJNew Zealandand Australasia promotesextravagance,renderseducation extremely difficult to tens of thousands of its in-iubitapts, cherishes the spirit of bigotry and ascendency,pegetsheart-burnings,disturbs peaceand harmony, andleavesin the hearts of hundreds of thousands of colonists a rank-lingsense of injustice. Would it not be wise for our Legis-lature to follow the example of Ontario, and magnanimouslydo justice to all its subjects. Our answer to the questionWith which we began this article, is, the Canadian system ofeaucation,thoughallowingcertainvariations as todetails in theseveralprovinces,is everywhere a systemof justice, fair-play,and consummate wisdom. For, whileconsideration is shownfor all, and justice done toall, andschools phced within thereach of all, the question of education is forever removed
t .domam ofpracticalpolitics,and from the possibilityot becominga bone of contention amongst the inhabitants ofthe Dominion.

Wemust take withagrain, or perhapsevenanounce,or indeeda whole pound of salt, the cablegram received this week as to anaction for divorce about tobe brought by oaptainO'Shea againathiswife becauseof ber relations towards Mr. Parnell. The report is astale andstock one, availed of whaaother means of attempting todiscreditthe Irish leader are wanting. Not a wordsomuch as hint-ing at the matter was elicited from Captain O'Shea when he waslately examined before theParnell Commission, and when he wasevidently anxious to giveall the adversetestimony possible BesidesMrs. O'Shea still more recently compelled aLondon newspaper toapologise toher for someallusion of thekind. The report, thereforewemay accept as originatiag in thosequarter* whoseelectSir RobertPeelhas just stigmatised as "filthy witches," owing to the foulnessof their tongues and their falsa and unscrupulous attacks on themoral character of an opponent. Perhips, moreover, it has beenjudged necessary to raise some scandalous cry as a diversionfromtheeffect produced b7b7 the West End Club revelations-whose reflec-tion is on the Tory partyand the Primrosehabitations.
Onk of thestrangest occurrences of the pariod is the epidemicof influenza now ravagingEurope, aad extending even to America.No precautionsseem to ba proof against it,or certainly it wouldnotattack crowned heads and prominentpirsonages as weare told it isdoing. The mortality attendant on it i* also remarkable, though,

perhaps,wemay lookupon that of 6par cent, arrivedat inParii M

OnChristmasday severalMasses were as usualcelebrated in St.Joseph's Cathedral, Dunedin, beginning at 6 a.m. and concludingwith Pont'fical HighMass at 11 a.m. The Bishop acted as celebrantof the Mass, with the Re?. FathersMcMullin and O'Neil as deaconandsub-deacon respective^;the Rev. Father O'Donnell, master ofceremonies; and the Rev, Father Lynch, Adm., priest-assis-tant. His Lordship preached a sermon on the Nativity of ourBlessedLord. Haydn's Imperial Mass was performedby the choir
Wider the conduotorsbip ofMr. Schacht, in the temporary absenceof
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Mr. Ward,Miss Knight and Mr. James Jago giving their rateableservices. Theorchestrahad animportant additionin theperson ofMiss K.Dickinson, whohadkindlyremainedin town for the occa-
sion. The"AdestePideles" was also finely iung. The high altarandsanctuaryhad been beautifully adornedby theDominicannuns,
who hadalso erectedina very effectivemanner thecrib, at the doorof the baptistery.
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