
ST. VIRGIIjIUS, BISHOP AND CONFESSOR.

One of the most distinguished of the Irish missionaries who
preached the Gcpel in Germany about the middle of the eighth
century, along with St. Boniface, was the celebrated and learned
Feargal, commonly called Virgilius. He wasborn of anillustrious
Irish family,andraised to thepriesthoodbeforeheleft Ireland asa
missionary. He arrived in France about the year 743, and was
most graciously receivedby Pepin, sonof Charles Martel, then only
mayorof the palace,but subsequently raised to the throne. Pepin
became greatly attached to Virgilius, and detained him for two
yearsathisprincely seat at Carisiacum,nearCompeigne,on theOise.
He wassent by Pepin to Otilo, Dukeof Bavaria, to whom he was
strongly recommended. The ecclesiastical jurisdiction of St.
Boniface extended over Bavaria as well as over other parts of
Germany. Virgilius wasappointed abbot of St. Peter's Monastery
at Saltzburg,on the recommendationof Otilo,whodied in 748.

Itis interesting toknow that anIrishmonk shouldbe the first
toentertain a true notion of the existence of Antipodes,and the
sphericityof the earth. Though these things areclearly understood
by every schoolboy now, it was a bold doctrine to broach in the
eighth century,and proves to us the surprising philosophicaland
geographical acquirements of Virgilius, and towhat ahigh degree
the sciences werecultivated by the Irish monks. Itis stated that
Christopher Columbus was greatly influenced in his belief in the
existence of a western world by studying the views andopinions
laid down by Virgilius, as also by reading the account of St.
Brendan's voyages and discoveries. It thus appears that to
Irishmen is due thecredit of being thefirst todefine thetrue form
of the earth,andif not the actual discoverers of America, to have
been themeansof inspiring the great navigator and discoverer with
the firm conviction that a great westerncontinent existed.

Virgilius remained Abbotof St.Peter's Monasteryat Saltzburg
until appointedBishop of Saltzburg byPope Stephen 11. andKing
Pepin, in 756. It ia said by a biographer of St. Virgilius that,
although named to that See, and exercisingepiscopal jurisdiction,
he deferred his consecration for two years, untilurged thereto, and
that inthe meantime Dobda, a bishop who had accompaniedhim
from Ireland, exercised the necessary episcopal functions in his
stead. Soon after Virgilius took possession of his See he
consecrated a basilica in the city in honour of St.Stephen, in which
he placed an abbot and monks taken from St. Peter's. He was
very zealous in travelling through his diocese, and assiduous in
preaching and instructing and propagating the Gospel. Wnatever
time he had to spare from his episcopal duties was devoted to
prayer and works of penance. Karastus, the son of Baruth, the
Sclavonian Duke of Carinthia and Chitimar, and a nephew of
Baruth, were at that time detained hostages in Bavaria. They
became the warmfriends of Virgilius, and through his teachings
and ministrations became Christians. On the death of Baruth,
Karastus became Duke of Carinthia, and introduced Christianity
amonghis subjects. He died in the third year of his reign, and
was succeeded by Chitimar, who was a very religious prince, and
was under the spiritual guidance andinstruction of Majormas, a
priest whohad been ordainedby Virgilius.

Chitimar had been apupil of Virgilius, and alwaysentertained
for him the greatest respect andveneratioD,whichalmost amounted
to the lovea goodson should entertain for his father. Some time
after he was raised to the dukedom of Carinthia he requested
Virgilius to visit his territories and confirm his subjects in the
faith. Being unable to comply with the duke's wishes, he sent to
that country Modestus, a Bishop, together with several priests,
with power to consecrate churches, perform ordinations, and all
other necessaryoffices of theministry.

Chitimar was succeeded in the duchy by Watune, who was
alsoa Christian andapatron of the Christian religion. All this
time Virgiliusdid not lose Bight of its spiritualwelfare, and kept
supplying it with priests and other clergymen until Christianity
was establishedthereona firm basis. Thus the CarinthianChurch
wasestablished,and Virgiliushas been justly called the apostle of
thatprovince.

Towards the close of his life Virgilius made a visitation
through his vast diocese,and was received everywhere with the
greatest welcome andrespect. His visitation comprised Carinthia,
where he was entertained by the Duke Watune,and he proceeded
as far as the frontier of the Huns, where the Drave joins the
Danube. After thus carefully revising the good work so auspi-
ciously carried onby him, he returned toSaltzburg, wherehe soon
after was seized with illness,and breathed his last on November
27, 785.

Virgilius wasamanof great learning,and far in advance of
thephilosophy of his times, as is evident from his holding'that
the earth was spherical and consequently a great portion of it
undiscovered,and that every nation had its antipodes,or people
living diametrically opposite tothem.' He wasalso a manof great
piety and zeal in spreading and preaching the Gospel. He was
canonized in theyear 1233 by PopeGregoryIX.
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St.Bibiana, VirginandMartyr.
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WITH reference to theabove,we feel thatit ishardly necessary
toassureour Friends and thePatrons of the'City

'
that no

effort willbe sparedonourpart to merit thePatronagesoliberally
bestowed on our esteemedpredecessor." J.J.CONNOR,

J. T HARRIS,
Proprietors

rp WO WELLERS TOBACCO
Made from ExtraChoice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF.

Givesapleasant,coolsmoke. Tryitanditwiligive yousatisfaction.

NOONDAY OIL
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT.

InsistuponhavingNOONDAY.


