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Friends at Court,

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

(Written for the N.Z, TABLET.)

November 26, Bunday.—Twenty-seventh Sunday after Pentecost.
27, Monday.—8t, Virgilius, Bishop and Coufessor,
" 28, Tuesday.—8t, Gregory IIL, Pope and Confessor.
" 29, Wednesday.— St, Gelasius, Pope and Confeasor,
" 30, Thuraday.—8t. Andrew, Apostle.
December 1, Friday.—S8t. Didacus, Confessor.
" 2, Batarday.—St. Bibiana, Virgin and Martyr.
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8T, VIRGILIUS, BISHOP? AND CONFESSOR.

ONE of the most distinguished of the Trish missionaries who
preached the Gospel in Germany about the middle of the eighth
century, along with 3t. Boniface, was the celebrated and learned
Feargal, commonly called Virgilius, He was born of an illustrious
Irish family, and raised to the priesthood before he left Ireland as a
missionary, He arrived in France about the year 743, and was
most graciously received by Pepin, son of Charles Martel, then only
mayor of the palace, but gubsequently raised to the throne. Pepin
became greatly attached to Virgilins, and detained him for tweo
years at his princely seat at Carisiacum, nrear Compeigne, ou the Dise,
He was sent by Pepin to Otilo, Duke of Bavaria, to whom he wae
atrongly recommended. 'The ecolesinstical jurisdiotion of St
Boniface extended over Bavaria as well as over other parts of
Germany. Virgiline was appointed abboet of 5t. Peter’s Monastery
at Saltzburg, on the recommendation of Otilo, who died in 748,

It is interesting to know that an Irish monk should be the first
to entertain a true notion of the existence of Antipodes, and the
sphericity of the earth. Though these things are clearly understood
by every schoolboy now, it was a bold doetrine to broach in the
eighth century, and proves to us the surprising philosophical and
geographical acquirements of Virgilius, and to what a high degres
the sciences were cultivated by the Irish monks. It is stated that
Christopher Columbue was greatly influenced in his belief in the
existence of a western world by studying the views and opinions
laid down by Virgiling, as also by reading the account of 8.
Brendan’s voyages and discoveries, It thus appears that to
Irishmen is dne the credit of being the first to define the true form
of the earth, and if not the actual discoverers of America, to have
been the means of inspiring the great navigator and discoverer with
the firm conviction that a great western continent existed.

Virgilius remained Abbot of 8t. Peter's Monastery at Saltzbarg
nntil appointed Bishop of S8altzburg by Pope Stephen IL and King
Pepin, in 766. It is said by a biographer of 8f. Virgilius that,
althongh named to that See, and exercising episcopal jurisdiction,
he deferred his consecration for two years, until urged thereto, and
that in the meantime Dobda, a bishop who had accompanied him
from Ireland, exercised the necessary episcopal funetions in his
stead. Soon after Virgiling took poseession of his See he
consecrated a basilica in the city in honour of St. Stephen, in which
he placed an abbot and monks taken from St, Peter's, He was
very zealous in travelling through his diocese, and assiduous in
preaching and instructing and propagsting the Gospel. Whatever
time he had to spare from his episcopal duties was devoted to
prayer and works of penance. Karastus, the son of Baruth, the
Selavonian Duke of Carnthia and Chitimar, and a mepbhew of
Baruth, were at that time detained hostages in Bavaria. They
became the warm friends of Virgiling, and through his teachinga
and ministrations became Christians, On the death of Baruth,
Karastus became Duke of Carinthia, and introduced Christianity
among his aubjects. He died in the third year of bhis reign, and
was succeeded by Chitimar, who was a very religions prince, and
was under the spiritusl gunidance and instruction of Majormas, a
priest who had been ordained by Virgilius.

Chitimar had been a pupil of Virgilius, and always entertained
for him the greatest respect and veneration, which almost amonnted
to the love a good son should entertain for hie father. Some time
after he was raised to the dukedom of Carinthia he reqnested
Virgilius to vieit his territories and confirm his subjects in the
faith, Being nnable 6 comply with the duke's wishes, he sent to
that country Modestus, a Bishop, together with several priests,
with power to consecrate churches, perform ordinations, and all
other necessary offices of the ministry.

Chitimar was succeeded in the duchy by Watune, who was
also a Christian and a patron of the Christian religion. All this
time Virgilius did not lose sight of its spiritual welfare, and kept
supplying it with prieste aud other clergymen until Christianity
was established there on a firm basis, Thus the Carinthian Church
was established, and Virgilius has been justly called the apostle of
that province,

Towards the close of his life Virgiling made a visitation
thyough his vast diocese, and was received everywhere with the
preatest welcome and respect. His visitation comprised Carinthia,
where he was entertained by the Duke Watuns, and he proceeded
as far as the fromtier of the Huns, where the Drave joins the
Danube. After thus carefully revising the good work so auspi-
ciously carried on by bim, he returned to Saltzburg, where he soon
after was eeized with illoees, and breathed his last on November
27, 785,

' Virgiliue was a man of great learning, and far in advance of
the philosophy of his times, as is evident from his holding *that
the earth was spherical and consequently & great portion of it
undiscovered, and that every nation had its antipodes, or people
living diametrically opposite to them.! He was also a man of great
piety and zeal in spreading and preaching the Gospel. He was
canonized in the year 1233 by Pope Gregory I1X,
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ESTABLISHED 1849.

Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Mesars. Wright,
Stephenson and Co.)

This Gld-Establisked Company accepts

FIRE BISKS cn buildings and Contents of every des-
cription, also on grain in field.

MARINE RISKS on Wool fromsheep’s back to Londoen,
and on goods shipped coastwise or to any port in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
in positions of trost,

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLOCNY,
Purther information to be had from any of the Company’s
Representatives,

Head Officea for New Zealand

NO. 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,

Manager for New Zealand.

TEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER

House and S8anitary Plumber, hot and Cold Water
Services, Founder and General Engineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Titan Bteel Windmill. Creamery and
Butter Factory Machinery, Contractor to the Central
Dairy Company. FPurmps, Pipes, Rama, Gasfittings, eto.,
eto., fixed at Lowest Hates. Istimates and Plans on

Application.
THOMAS DANKS,
Providence Works, Lichfield strect, Christchurch, N.Z.
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THE LATEST PAMPHLET TO READ.,

“The Church and Commerce, Industry, Sciences,
and Arts,”

Illustrating in a striking and most interesting manner that the
Catholic Church haa at all timea been the mother of all the factora
of true civilisation,

Written by the VERY REV, FATHER LE MENANT DES
CHESNAIS, 8 M, VG, Price - 6d,

We have also a number of

‘““QUT OF THE MAZE,”

by the same author.  Price - 64,

Copies may be had by sending postal notes or stamps to
J, MURRAY, TABLET Office,

CITY HOTEIL

DUNEDIN

Having LEASED my
HOTEL to Messrs, J. J,
CONNOR and J. T.
HARRIS, I have to
THANK the PATRONGH
~ of the ‘City’ for theiz
" LIBEHAL PATRONAGE;
and in bespeaking a Con-
} tinnance of the same for

; my successors I feel quite

W satisfied tbat the reputa-
. tion the Hotel has enjoyed
will be fully maintained
under their Management,

J. F, NIXON

WITH reference to the above, we feel that it is hardly necessary

to assure our Friends snd the Patrons of the ' City ’ that no
effort will be spared on our part to merit the Patronage so liberally
hestowed on our esteemed predecsssor.

J.J. CONNOR,
J.T HARRIS,

Proprietors

TWO WELLERS TOBACCO

Made from Extra Choice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF,
Gives a pleasant, cogl smoke. Try it and it will give you eatisfaction,

N 0O N D A 0 I L
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT.

Insist mpon having NOONDAY,

0

TKE Leading House in CHRISTCHURCH for Drapery, Mantles, and

Underolothing

BEATH AND CO.



