
On Saturday, September 30,Cardinal Vaughan received a deputa-
tionatthe Ar.hbisbop'sHouse representing a 'national committee
of organised labour,' trade-unionists and friendly societies,which
has set itself to advocate the causeof a free State pension for every
one of 5s a week on reaching f>."> years of age. The deputation
consisted of the following:Messrs. F. H. Stead, F. Rogers,
(organising secretary), Browning-hall, Wai worth ;G. Barnes
(Amalgamated Society of Engineers),J. Maddison (Ironfounders),
Gibbs (Amalgamated House Painters and Dec )rators),Coffey and
Knecht (Book-binders'), Gillman (Vellum-binders), Isaac Mitchell,
Glasgow (Federated Trades); G. Moores, Editor Wage-Earners'
Weekly ; and Miss Bonfield (Shop Aasibtants). Mr. F. H. Stead
introduced the deputation,and explained tl.at the national com-
mittee of organised labour was a body composed of distrct
committees appointed at conferences which have been held by Mr.Charles Booth in seven of the chief industrial centres of Great
Britain. These conferences had approved the principle that everyaged person in the realm should be entitled to receive from the
State a free pension on attaininga given age. In supDort of this
cause they appealedespecially to the leaders of religious life in this
country, and they ventured to approach his Eminence, as thehead
of the Catholic Church in this country, asking him to hear
the case of the superannuated workers.

THE CARDINAL'S HEPLY.
His Eminence,inreply, said he feltmost strongly thatadequate

and proper provisionmust be made for the agedpoor. The aged
poor among the working classes of this country should not be
compelled to resort to the workhouse. He felt that it waß
impossible with the wages paid at th» present day, and with the
humanneeds that were recogni-ed on all sides, tosave money out
of the weekly wage to form anadequate support for old age. Men
shouldinevery kind of way be encouraged to save for old age, by
allmeans;but he mainline 1 that, taking thepopulation as it is,
it was impossible to lay down as a universal law that every manhimself must make the provision. Nor would he discriminate too
closely between the deserving and the undeserving poor. He
gathered, however, from the deputation that they endorsed
absolutely and entirely Mr. Charles Booth's proposals. Now, he
wanted a gooddealof converting upon those particularproposals.
His difficulty was this. Why should the State provide a pension
for thofe whodid not require one 1 Why should anenormous sum
of money be found by the taxpayers for peoplewho werein com-
fortable circumstances? He feared that would render the object
which they had at heart impossible of realisation. The idea of
including every man and woman, rich and poor,unc?er the scheme
had been adopted, it seemed to him, in order toget ridof certain
difficulties which would present themtelves. It was v. question
whether it \va3 not making a much larger difficulty toovercome
than those which it was sought to remove by this wholesale
apportionmentof pensions torich and po ralike. lie knew it was
said that a p-rson when he came to (>."> need not take the pension.
Buthe might, and a vast numb r probablf would If they had a
legalright to £13 or £14 a year they would probably exercise that
right and take the money, whither tney needed it or not. Now
that was entirely opposed to the principle on which the Poor Law
had been founded. To put thf> case upon the ground that every
man because he was 65 had a claim in justice to rec<-ive a pension
from the State was to bring forwarda principle wbiuh it would be
veryhard indeed to prove to be correct. Would itnot be possible to
beg'n by paying that every man or woman of (55 who would
apply to the workhouse and could show that he or she was
in need of assistance t-hould be pensioned at once in his or
her own home, and should receive 7s or 10s a week ? If
that were found to work well, as he was sure it would, would
it not be easy then to go a step further ? Thus by piecemeal
legislation they rniglit bring about a settlement of this immense
topic nior ■ rapidly than it would come aboutif they asked for a
universil old-agp pension scheme. He felt more strongly thanhe
could say the obligation which they were under to unite with their
working brethren and to assist them by everymeansin their power
tomake their live* happier and brighter, to gi?e them more time
for themselves for the cultivationof their minds and the practice
of their religion, and especially to remove from them that horrible
nightmare of i-orrow andof suffering inold age coming from desti-
tution. Itshould never be forgotten in this country,whichlivedby
its manufactures, that thepopulation was being used up before its
time. Menand women were used and thrown ande. He could
not understand how any person connected with trade, inanufac-
Urns, and oomnier.c could be deaf to the claim which the aged
working men and women of the country had upon them. He
thanked the deputation heartily for the information they had laid
before him.and if they could clear uphis difficulties and persuade
Inin thit Mr.Chane-s Ji iota's scheme w<ia really a workable scheme
he should bomly fr>o glad to support it

Mr. F.U. Stead,while thanking his Eminence for his sympa-
thetic statement, remarked thatit would be a formidable under-
taking to convert a Cardinal

Cardinal Vaughan : Cardinals have a veryopen mind and are
alwaysready tobeconverted to the truth.

After a few remarks from others present the members of the
deputationcordially thanked hidEminence for hiscourtesy and the
deep interest hehad takenin the workingclasses.

COUNTY NEWS.
ANTRIM— A Priest Composer.-Catholics all the world

overnot long since read with pride and pleasure the news of the
success of the young Italian priest, Father Perosi, who, endowed
withgreat musical ability, wasdevotingallhis talent to the service
of the Church. Catholicsof Ireland,and those of Down and Connor
especially (says the Sancta Maria),will learn with surprise and
pleasure that there is in their midst ayoung priest who, much after
themanner of the better known Perosi, has, in the leisure time
givenhim from the discharge of his sacrei duties been pouring
forthhis soul inthe composition of sacred music. The Rev.A L.
Greaven,B.A,CO., Ballymena, is the clergyman referred to,and
our readers will be glad to know that upon the first Sunday of
October, in St. Patrick's Church,Belfast, there will be pprformed
for the first time, with full orchestral accompaniment,a 'Ma&s in C
inhonour of theHoly Face of our Lord, for solo voices,chorus, an \
organ, fromFather Greaven'apen.

CAVAN.— A ShockingExample of Catholic Bigotry—
1A Protestant,' writing to a Cavan newspaper,pays:'You, Catholics
of Cavan, are a queer lot. Who is it you have appointed to the
first positionsof emolument at your disposal in Cavan, Belturbet,
andCootehill .' Three Protestants as borough onjjineerp. Oh, you
awful Papist bigots.' The enlightened people of lielfast, or at least
those in power there, dj not act thus ; the highest position to
which a 'Papist'might attiin in that city is that of street
sweeper.

DERRY.— A Despicable Outrage— A despicable outrage
wasperpetratedat St. BaitMn's Catholic Church, in the village of
St.Johnston,near Derry, on the nightof September 30. A large
crosshad just been completed over the apexof the main gable, but
thescaffolding wasnot removed. During the night some miscreant
mounted the scaffolding and loppedoff the arms of the cross and
otherwise dinfigured it. Considerable indignation prevails in the
district. St. Baithin's is uniqueinits architectural beauty,being a
veryperfectspecimen of Gothic, from the designs of the Mon&ignor
Stephens, and looked on as an ornament to the district. The
present pastor, Father John Doherty,is popular with all classes in
the neighbourhood, and has not been aggressive in aoy way. The
district is intensely Orange, but except in political matters, the
peoplelive harmoniously enough. The outrage, pendiog investi-
gation, must be set down to wanton fanaticism or ,drunken
vandalism.

GALWAY.— Departure of a PopularPriest— *'he friends— and they aremany— of theVeryRev.Father O'Keefe,0.5.A., will,
says the Galway Pilot, regret to hear of his departure. He has
been appointed toRome, to the post late'yheld by the Very Rev.
Prior Glyun. He willproceedto Romeabout the endof themonth.
Father O'Keefe, who is a nativeof Kilkenny, is one of the most
cultured gentlemenin his Order. His departure from Galway will
be much regretted, for he was verypopular, particularly with the
congregation attending the Augustinian Church

KERRY.— The MuckrOSS Estate.— A Dublin newspaper of
October 7 fays:Sir Robert Hunter, cha'rman of theExecutive
committee of the

'
National Trust,' anil Mr. Hugh Blakiston, the

secretary, are on a vibit toDublin and Killarn^y in connection with
the sale of Muckross. These gentlemen and Mr. F W. Crossley had
an interview with theLord Mayor in til** Mansion House on Satur-
day morning,and subsiq'iently w ith Mr. Ja-ues 11. North. Itis
hoped that the council of the 'Xit;o.ial Trust 'will secure this
property for the people on reasonable terms Sir RobertHunter,
Mr. F. W. Crossley. and Mr. H. Blakiswm afterwards proceeded
southby the Killarney expresd.

MAYO—Mr. Davittand theCounty Council —Mr. Davitt
denies that he was a candidate for the becretaryship of the Mayo
County Council. He says : 'Ihaveno intentionof offering myself
as a candidate for the post in question,and no person has been
authorised to usemy name in any such connection, or to make any
such statement. Under these circumstances Iwould deem it an
honour to serve my native county in any such capacity, to the best
of my humble ability, and would feel proud to acwpt employment
from the people with which our English rulers bhould have no
concern. But these

"
other circumstances

"
would mean my retire-

ment from active public life, and Ineed not assure you thatIhave
no present intention of backing out of theNational struggleagainst
English rule and Irishlandlordism.'

MEATH.
—

Clerical Changes- —
The following changes

among the clergy of Meath have been recently nude :— The Rev.
William Rooney, C.C., Mullingar, to be Adm. Loagwood;Rev.
William Bracken, CC. Tullamore, to be C.C. Mullingar;Rev.
Edward Cre.m, C.C. St. Mary's, Drogheda, to be C.C. Tullamore ;
Rev. James Clavin, C.C, Delvin, tobe C.C. St. Mary's, Dros-heda ;
Rev. P. Cantwell, C.C, Drumraney, to be C.C Delvin ; Rev. M.Dillon, C.C, Longwood, tobe C.C Prumraney.

GENERAL.
The Irish Granite Quarries.— itis to be hoped (writes the

Weekly Reghtt r) that the owners of the Irish granite quarries will
placenoobstacles in the wayof allowing the fullest expansion to
anindustry that promibes toprove a valuable addition to the rather
impoverished industries of that couutry. During tbe present year
there has been a ste.ulily increasing demand for giatiite betts ;'the
value of the stone has almost doubled icself, and to meet thedemand, large quantities are being imparted from France and
Scandinavia. It is well known that there are a large number of
granite quarries in Ireland containing btone of good grade, andwhich, as yeb, has been practically unworktd. Negotiations with
the holders of Irish quarries are btill progressing, which, if
brought to a satisfactory conclusion, must necessarily do much
towards providing thecountry witha new industry that will occupy
many,thousands of unemployed hands.

To be grateful for benefits receivedis theduty of honestmen—
one of the sins thatmost offendethGod is ingratitude.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

OLD-AGE PENSIONS IN THE UNITED
KINGDOM.

[Thursday, November 23, 1899

CAT.DIXAL VAUGHAN ON THE SCHEME.

10


