
BT. MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST.
Walking oneday on thebanks of theLakeof Genesareth,Jesus

beheldaman namedLevisittingat the custom house busy in the
receiptof thepublic due?. Fixing his eyes upon him, and at the
same time penetrating his soul witha secret inspiration,he said to
him, 'Follow Me.' Andat onceLevi,rising from hisdesk andquit-
tingallthings, followedJesus, and wasnumbered with the twelve
Apostles.

ThisLevi,as he was thencalled, wagnoother than the Apostle
St.Matthew, who, inthe Gospel whichhe afterwards wrote,relates
with greathumility thehistory of hisconversion. As the business
of apublican, orpublic tax-gatherer,owing totheextortions com-
monly practised by theseofficials, was one which could hardly be
followed without sin, he abandonedat oncehis previousprofession,
whence St. Gregory the Great remarks for our instruction, that
whileSt. Peter and Andrew after their call to the apostleshipfre-
quently resumed their former innocent occupation, St. Matthew
neverreturned toa wayof lifewhichinvolvedthe imminent danger
of offendingGod.

In gratitude to his Divine Master for His gracious call, St.
MatthewentertainedJesus andHis disciplesat agreat banquet to
which he invitedhis friends andformercomrades. He desired,no
doubt,tobring themunder the influenceof theSaviourof theworld,
and topromoteas far as possible their conversion. The Pharisees
murmuredat the condescensionof ourBlessed Redeemer in sitting
down to table withpublicans and sinners. But Jesus answered
them in these wiseand gentle words, 'They that are in healthneed
not aphysician, but they thatare ill. Go thenand learn what this
meaneth,Iwillhave mercy and not sacrifice. ForIhavenot come
tocall the just,but sinners.'

TheearliestFathers tell us that after ourLord'sascension,St.
Matthew for several yearspreachedin Judeaand theneighbouring
countries. A short time before the dispersion of the Apostles he
wrotehis gospel for the instruction of his Jewish converts. Itwas
written in themodernHebrew theninuse among the Jews,and the
writer continually appealsto thepropheciesofthe Old Testament to
prove that Jesus Christ was the long expectedMessiah sent by God
to redeem the world. St.Matthew is considered by commentators
onHoly Scripture to have been represented in the prophecy of
Ezechielby thatoneof the four living beasts which had the face of
aman, inasmuchas he sets forth in his first chapterof his gospel
the human generation of theRedeemer,establishing from public
documents that he was descended from the royalrace of David.
The other three evangelists are considered tohave been symbolised
respectfully under the likenesses of a lion, anoxandan eagle.

After reaping an abundant harvest of souls in Judea, St.
Matthewset out to preach the gospel to the barbarousand un-
civilised nations of theEast. Persiaand the southern and eastern
parts of Asia were henceforth the scene of his labours. But he
preached not only by his words but also by the powerful example
of his holy andmortified life. He is describedas remarkable for
his continualdevotion to heavenly contemplation and for his mar-
vellous austerity. Heate no flesh meat,and subsisted principally
onherbs, roots,seeds and berries.

His preaching of the Gospel,like thatof theotherApostles, was
accompanied by numerous miracles. Among these it is related
that he raised to life Iphigenia, the daughter of an Eastern
monarch, which miracle was followed by the conversion of her
father and mother and the whole province to the faith of Christ.
Upon the death of theKing, his successor sought the princess in
marriage,but met witha refusal, for she had vowed her virginity
toGod. Whereupon, in his blind rage,he ordered St.Matthew to
be slain as he stoodat the altar offering the Holy Sacrifice. His
relioswere afterwards brought to Salerno,in the south of Italy,
wherethey arestillpreservedwithveneration.

BT. AIDAN, BISHOP.
Aidanwas a monk of the island of Hy,or lona. From this

great monastic establishment, founded by St.Columba, went forth
many bishops and preachers into all the lands as far as the Tyne.
At the invitationof Oswald,KingofNorthumbria,Aidanundertook
the conversion of thatcountry;andwhile he wasstill imperfectin
the English tongue, theKing himself wouli act as his interpreter.
The saint travelled everywhere on foot,urging the faithful to
frequent the sacraments,and the heathen togive alms anddo good.
Whatever he taught he practised;and though he rebuked the
powerful withtruepriestly authority, beadministered his reproofs
in a spirit of such Christ-like meekness, humility, and sweetness,
that none ever took offence. His oonverts wereknown for the
fervour and austerity of their lives. St. Aidan dieda.d. 631, and
St. Cuthbert, then a shepherd boy in Lauderdale, saw his soul
aaoending to heaven, and was inspiredto renounce the world. He
wasburied inhis church in Holy Island,
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Friends at Court.
GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

(Written for theN.Z. Tablet.)

September 17, Sunday.— 'Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost.„ 18, Monday.
—

St.Josephof Cupertino.„ 19, Tuesday.
—

St. Januarius.„ 20, Wednesday.— St.Aidan.„ 21, Thursday.— St.Matthew.„ 22, Friday.— St.Thomas of Villanova.„ 23, Saturday.— St.Thecla.
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VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,
LIMITED.

ESTABLISHED 1849.
Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright,

Stephensonand Co.)
This Old-Established Company accepts

FIRE RISKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
cription, also ongrain in field.

MARINE RISKS on Wool fromsheep'sback to London,
and on goods shipped coastwise or to any port in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
inpositionsof trust.

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY.
Fnrther information tobe had from any ofthe Company's

Representatives.

Head Offices forNew Zealand
-

NO. 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,
Manager forNewZealand.

gTEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER
House andSanitaryPlumber. HotandCold Water

Services. Founder andGeneralEngineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Tital Steel Windmill. Creamery and
Butter FactoryMachinery. Contractor to theCentral
DairyCompany. Pumps,Pipes,Rams,Gasfittings,etc.,
etc., fixed at Lowest Bates. Estimatesand Plans on
Application.

THOMAB DANKS,
ProvidenceWorks, Lichfield street, Christchurch,N.Z.

THE LATEST PAMPHLET TO READ."The Church and Commerce, Industry, Sciences,
and Arts,"

Illustratingina striking and most interesting manner that thi
CatholicChurch has at all times been the mother of all the factors

of true civilisation.
Written by the VERY REV. FATHER LE MENANT DBSCHESNAIS, S.M., V.G. Price

-
6d.

We havealso anumber of"
OUT OF THE MAZE,"

by the sameauthor. Price " 6d.
Copies maybe hadby sending postalnotesor stamps to

J. MURRAY, TabletOffice.

pITY HOTEL, DUNEDIN.
Having LEASED my

*t«t*<-vl4k>o^ _>. „
- . HOTEL to Messrs. J. J.

~J7 -^y^t^TJt^^^^ CONNOR and J. T.

J.F.NIXON*
WITH reference to theabove,we feelthat it ishardly necessary

toassureourFriendsand thePatronsof the
'
City

'
that no

effort willbe spared onourpart to merit thePatronage soliberally
bestowedonour esteemedpredecessor.

J.J.CONNOR,
J.T HARRIS,

Proprietors.

TWO WELLEES TOBACCO
Made fromExtraChoice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF.

Givesapleasant,coolBmoke. Try itanditwillgiveyonsatisfaction.

NOONDAY OIL
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT.

Insistuponhaving NOONDAY.


