
Referring tothe hardshipsandsuffering to which theseCatholic
nativesinFiji weresubjectedonaccountoftheir religion,leadsback
our thoughts to theHawaiiangroup. Imay remark that English
and other Protestant residents gave repeatedexpression to their
horror and indignation at the cruelty which was there exercised
towards the Catholic natives. Captain Beechey, writing in 1831,
attests that

'the systemof religious restraint wasalike obnoxiousto
the foreigners residing atHonolulu,and to thenatives.'
Itake the following authentic statement of facts from the

Supplement to the Sandwich I*land Mirror, of January 15, 1840
(printedand publishedatHonolulu), andreprintedinSanFrancisco
inJuly, 1897.

Three priests, one of themRev.Mr.Short,an Irishman, landed
atHonoluluin 1827. They werefavourably received,and for a time
the natives wereallowed to nock to them fok instruction. After a
few months theProtestantministersbecamealarmedattheirsuccess,
andinApril, 1728,Rev. Messrs. Bingham, Clark, and Chamberlain
got themselves appointed aCommission to inquire into the proceed-
ings of those unwelcome visitors. Asa result, a royal order was
issuedin1829, prohibiting the natives from attending at Catholic
worship or receiving instruction from the Catholic priests. The
only Catholic chapel as yet erected was little better thana native
hut, thatchedwith grass. A few of the more fervent natives,des-
pite theprohibition continued to privately assemble there, but on
the7th January,1830, an armed band invaded the unpretentious
sanctuary and carried off toprison a few nativeconverts that were
praying there. Three of the mostprominentof these converts were
a little later 'summoned before an inquisitorial tribunal, and be-
cause they would not instantly renounce the religion they had
embraced,were inhumanly beaten with a stick by a native high in
authority, one of the most promising members of the Protestant
Church.' In the monthof March eight other natives werearrested
andarraignedfor embracing the Catholic re'igion:'For thisdread-
fulcrime they weresentenced to the hard labour of cutting stones
on the reef, where they were compelled to toil for more than six
weeks, with no provision made for their food, and none allowed,
except the scanty pittance they occasionally obtained from their
friends ;and when at night they were suffered to seek rest, their
limbs wereconfined by chains,in such uncomfortable positions that
sleep was impossible.' Sixnative females were

'
condemned at the

same time for thesame offence, and were sentenced to make each
fifteen mats of six fathoms by five in dimension.' These females
werekept in prison for several months, and one of them, Alokia
Keluhonnanui, was so wasted by sickness and hardship that sh«'expired withher younginfant,abouta monthafter she hadobtained
her freedom.'

Another native convert,byname Anoloniko Kihawahine, a man
noted for exemplarydeportmentandmild disposition, wassubjected
tospecial persecution for no other crime but his religion;'he was
seized ina most barbarous manner,loaded with irons, and confined
in a fort for the space of three months, withscarcely sufficient food
tosustain nature,subjected to be kioked, spit upon, andabused by
everyunfeeling wretch who felt willing to display his temperament
inacts of such brutal barbarity.' He was freed from this torture
only to be punished anew with thirteen others, one of whom,
Nanakea, wasa blind man,70 yearsof age. All of these, 'for not
renouncing their faith in the Catholic creed, were compelled to
labour as prisoners for eighteen long months, associated with
criminals of the lowest order, incarrying stones to build the great
wallat Waikiki.' Mr. Reynolds, an officer of the American frigate
Patomac,in anaccount of his visit toHonolulu,states that he was
filled with horrorat seeing those natives thus treated, and he in
particular refers toone of them, 'a womanwho, carrying an infant
onher back, was bearing large stones in her arms.' He added:
'this punishment was inflicted because they were Catholics,
and would not change their religion for the missionaries at the
Island.'

In April, 1831, an order was given for the expulsionof the
Catholic priests. An Englishman named Hill had at that time
arrived at Honolulu. We are told of him that he

'immediately
joined with the American missionaries in the hue and cry against
the Catholic Church. This mendicant and impostor declared him-
self anagent of the EnglishEpiscopal Mission Society,and that he
had come to these seas for the purpose of extending the blessings of
Christianity.' He assumed the name of Lord Hill, andeverything
thatmalice could devise was done to poisonthe minds of theKing-
andohiefs against the Catholics. The decreeof banishment against
thepriests wascarried out on Christmas Day, 1831, when they were
put onboard a ricketty old brigof 140 ton,and amonth later they
were landedon the coastof California, 'on a barren strand, with
twobottles of waterandone biscuit, and there lefton the veryboach

r withoutevena treeor shrub to shelter them.'
TREATED AS SLAVES FOR CONSCIENCE SAKE.

Itwas only atthe remonstrance of Commodore Downs, of the
Potomac, that the natives, who had been for eighteen months
treated as slaves

'
for conference sake,' werereleased from bondage.

The firmness of those sufferers for the faithled many other natives
to auk for instruction in Catholic truth. In 1836 Protestantmis-
sionaries stirred up the Government to renewedefforts toextinguish
everyspark of Catholicity in the Islands. A well-instructednative
named Kimione Paele and severalothers were seizedand enslaved
to what was known as the scavenger's task. Of KimionePaele,
the document from which Itakethe account of this persecution,
writes:

— '
He had not only toperform the office of scavenger, but

was loaded withchains about theneck, the waist, and the legs ;he
wasbeaten in the most cruel manner, kicked,trampled, and spit
upon by themembers of theProtestant Church,but more feelingly
soby Mr.JohnJ ,anative,celebrated for his piety, who sought
every opportunityanddevisedevery meansin his power to augment
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the torture andsufferingof this miserableman.' The wife of this
Kimione was after a while also seized'andcondemned for being a
Catholic,to labour with her husbandat his filthy employment. At
night they werechained togetherby the handand the foot, withno
place onwhich to rest but the cold eirth, and no'food tosustain
nature but the offals rejected by prisoners.' What is meant by'scavenger's work'is set forth in detail,as witnessedby the writer
of the document. It is repulsive,but it shows to what extremes
men pretending toliberality can push their malice when persecu-
ting Catholics for their religion:'They were compelled, for days
and years, in the capacity of scavengers,daily with the scorching
sunblazingupontheir uncoveredheads, with their nakedandbare
hands, toremove the exoremental filth, which was hourly accumu-
lating in a public and exposed place, appropriate for the con-
venienceof the soldiers andmenials attached to the fort.' Of the
sameKimione itis said thathe wasoften so laiden withchains that
his neck was brought in oontant with his knees. It is added:'During all this periodof protractedtorture which these sufferers
were constrained to endure, they were constantly subjected to
insults andabuse the mostunfeeling,and exposedto theopen gaze
of theirmerciless persecutors.'

Some priests who,in themeantime, hadlandedinHawaiiwere,
with the exceptionof one British subject,once more driven into
banishment witheveryaccompanimentof contumely. One of these,
Rev.Mr.Bachelot, was in a dying condition when he was forcibly
dragged onboard the schooner. Heexpiredat sea some days later,
andhis remains were interred at Ascension Island,wherea monu-
ment was subsequently erected to mark his resting-place. The
priests being thus banished, an ordinance, dictatedby theProtes-
tant missionaries, was published by the King on December
the 18th, 1837, forbidding any priest or teacher of the Catholic
faith evermore to set foot in his dominions. On the 29th
of June, 1838, nine natives were 'condemned for being Roman
Catholics' and associated with Kimione in hib slow martyrdom;
'they were compelled daily to toil like beasts of burden, and
whether thesun blazedupon their uncovered heads,or the rain fall
in torrents upon their naked bodies, there was no remission ;
brutality forced th.m, famished and sick and wretched as they
were,to labour withoutcessation,and to suffer withoutcommisera-
tion.' Of some of the female converts who were thns suffering for
their religion it is remarked that'during the firstsix months of
their slavery they werecompelled to work on the public road of the
Palama,without covering for the night, orfood providedfor them
for the day; and this they did without uttering a murmur or a
sigh,but withcheerfulness andresignation.'

On the 15th of June, 1839, sixty-seven natives, 'men and
women were driven like a herd of cattle into the village, accused
of the heinous crime of favouring the Catholic religion. These
pitiful objects, several of them females with children on their
backs, others in that state which huaniby at least requiredshould
havebeen leftquietly at home;many oldand decrepit,anda few
wasted withsickness, hadbeen forcibly brought from the districtof
Waianei,a distance of fortymiles,overmountain and through dale,
with noprovisionmade for their sustenance and noshelter atnight
but the broad canopy of heaven.' One of these native sufferers
named Luahina was so exhausted that he was left behinda few
miles fromHonolulu:'he soonsank under the weight of accumu-
latedmisery,andexpiredin the eveningof the day onwhich hehad
been forsaken.'
Iwill cite only one other passige, whichbrings beforeus the

terrible torture to which these persecuted natives were subjected.
Two females, onJune 24,1839, were hurried to the fort at Hono-
lulu, 'tobe

TORTURED TILL THEY SHOULD RENOUNCE THEIR FAITH
in the religion of thePope. On their arrival at the fort at 5p.m.
they were repeatedlyordered to renouncethe Catholic religion and
embrace Mr. Bingham's religion ; this they refused firmly to do,
preferring rather tortureand death. The elder of the two (about
r>o years of age) was then drawn up to a withered tree,her arms
placed round oneof the branches about seven feethigh,and there
shackled with irons, so that she might be said to hang by her
wlists, as phe could barely touch the ground with her toes. The
other female was brought up to the cavesof a low thatched house,
a"dher arms were forced around oneof the rafters about six feet in
height and then made fast by irons on the wrist. In this position
her ankles were aleo fastened with irons. During the night heavy
showers of rain fell, which poured in torrents upon the-exposed
persons of those miserable beings, and in themorning whenthe sun
shone forth its scorching rays blazed upon theuncovered heads of
thepoor sufferers, who were becoming moreand moreexhaustedas
their torture wasprotracted. In this situation they were found by
a large number of the most respectable of the foreign residents
who vie-ited the fort about11a.m.to witness the sceneof persecu-
tion. The gentlemen succeeded in liberating the prisoners from
their awful and critical position. When taken down, nature was
quiteexhausted: they wereunable to stand without support, their
hands quitecold, the wrists lacerated and swollen,and their heads
burning with fever caused by the scorching raysof a vertical sun.
They had then suffered torment for 18 hours withoutwater and
food of any description,and would probably, had it not been for
the timely interventionof the foreigners,ina few hoursmore have
expiredat the stake.' Itwasonly in 1840, through the intervention
of theFrench andBritish Governments, thatthis cruel persecution
for religion's sake waabrought toa close.

wasall tomake them Christiana.' Andagaiuhe repeated:'It was
all done to promoteChristianity.'

PERSECUTION OF CATHOLICS INHAWAII.

5

MR.P.LUNDON, Phoenix Chambers,Wanganui, is still busy

putting people on the soil. He has also hotels in town and
country For Sale and To Lease Write to him,

—
mm
*

m

RFATH AND CO CASHEL STREET, CHRISTCHURCH, Fashionable Drapers, Milliners,


