
expect the plain and unadorned truth from the cable-fiend
when he sets forth to furnish items of Catholic news to the
Antipodes. Here is the latestpiece of simian folly which the
plaguy wight has perpetrated. It came to our New Zealand
dailies in the shape of a message dated 'Madrid, Septem-
ber S

'
:—

A Congress of Bishops is sitting atBurgos, despite aninjunc-
tion from thePope, and they passeda resolution of sympathy with
theOarlists. The representativeof the Pope,who presided,at once
leftthe Congress, which was thenbrought toanabruptconclusion.

Now (i),in the first place, this message,as wordedhere,
didnot come from Madrid. It is simply asummarysupplied
by some hack who does work of this kind for the Press Asso-
ciation, andwhoprobably knows almostas littleof the Catholic
Church as the typical Protestant controversialist. This, of
course,does not exclude the possibility,oreven probability,of
the original telegram from Madrid being as chock full of
absurdity as the Press Association's summary of it. (2)
Again:nobody acquainted with Catholic terminologywould
apply the word

'
congress

'
to whatwas manifestly a council

or synodof Spanishbishops. (3) Yet again: the blundering
descendant of Ananias who manipulates European Catholic
news was guilty of a particularly clumsy falsehood when he

♥represented a 'congress
'

of Cstholic bishops as being held
♥despite an injunction of the Pope,' andyet with c the repre-
sentativeof the Pope 'presidingover it so effectively that his
departurebrought the proceedings 'to an abrupt conclusion.'
If the Press Association -willpersist in dumpingfalse reports
of Catholic happenings into New Zealand newspaperoffices,
it ought to employsomebodythat can at least lie plausibly.
(4) Councils or synods such asare evidentlyreferred to in this
sadly bungled cable message confine themselves to passing
decrees on matters of doctrine,morals, ritual and discipline.
Apart from this we may merelyrefer to the signal improba-
bility of a papalrepresentativeso far forgettinghis duties and
responsibilitiesas to permit discussion on the Carlist question,
much less to formallyput a resolution on the subject from the
chair.

From timeto timewe have commentedon cable-messages
of this kind that, for their amazing fatuity, might have been
concocted or edited in a padded cell at the Seacliff Lunatic
Asylum. We smile at the vagaries of the well-meaningidiots
who described a priest at a Requiem serviceas

'performing
the ablutions by sprinkling holy water on the bier,' or who
represented theacoljtesas entering the sacristy 'bearingcruci-
fixesand thurifers,' or who toldall the world andhis wife how
Cardinal Vaughan wore 'an asperges on his head,' and how
his master of ceremonies

'entered the sanctuary swinging a
thurifer inhis right hand.' Such miraculous stupiditiesareon
apar with theparagrph in a London morning paper whicha
few months ago assured a confiding public that Mr. T. P.
O'Connor ' invariably wearsa sprig of shillelah inhis button-
hole.' These blundersare evidentlyunstudiedand ingenuous.
They contain no sting and are writteninperfect good faith
and deep earnestness by honest and upright imbeciles who
fancy they know something about the solemn functionsof the
Catholic Church andare anxious to impart that knowledge to
others. They fail in the attempt. And such failures adda
piquancy to the sauce of life.* » "

Other cable-blunderswould be laughable too,but tor the
fact that there is too often a certain malignancy— subjective or
objective

—
in their folly. A metaphorical stab with a jack-

knife forms past of the cable-twister'santics. In other word?,
his tortured messages convey whole falsehoods or half-truths
that are calculated or intended to throw discredit on the
CatholicChurch or some portionof it. Such wereseveralof the
cablemessages that we have dealtwith us from timeto timefor
many years past. Such, in effect, was the manufacturedstory
aboutthe " congress'atBurgos. To the same category belong
the many evil tales sent round the world charging Catholic
ecclesiasticalpersonsorreligiouswithseriouscrimes. Over and
over again the accused personshave been acquitted of these
charges. The cable-fiend cables the accusation. We have
not yet met with one instance in which he has cabled the
acquittal. Here are two quite recent cases in point that were
blazonedforth under whatsome irreverentpeopleterm 'snort-
ing' headlines in almost every daily,weekly, biweekly and
tn-weekly secular paper from Auckland to Invercargill. One
was a charge of cruelty against a Catholic Sister, who had
ordered the caningof anobstreperous boy of ten who had been
committed to St. Joseph's Orphan Asylum at Potadam, and
hadtwice run away,and endeavoured to induce other lads to
go with him. The cable-rigger furnished the New Zealand
publicwith a bold charge of gross cruelty. It was statedas
anabsolutefact. No hint was given that it wasa questionof
anuntried(and denied)accusation. There wasnosuggestion
of mitigating circumstances, no hint as to the real form of
punishment. And, of course,the Press Association took par-
ticularly good care that the following additional particulars
should never reach thesecular papersofNew Zealand:Apro-
secution was instituted. The charge of undue severity was
promptly dismissed as quite contrary to evidence. An appeal

Thelast San Francisco mail brought details
exit of the death of thenotoriousAmericaninfidel

ingersoll. lecturer, Robert Green Ingersoll. He will,
perhaps, be best remembered through the

withering exposure which Father Lambert made of his
ignorance,his shallow fallacies, hismellifluoussophisms— justas
Dr. Hyde (the slandererof Father Damien) will be known to
posterity through the magnificent literary horse-whipping
administered to him by the late Robert Louis Stevenson.
Ingersoll's death was one of awful suddenness. In his later
yearshe hadexpresseda wish that theend might come slowly,
so that he might be able to watchits approachand tocalmly
contemplateitspossibilities. But it camein theflushof health,
and with the suddenness of a lightning flash. Though a
successful lawyer, Ingersoll was no scholar. Hedid not pro-
fess to bea scientist, and even the rudiments of philosophy
were'aHebrew speech 'tohim. He was not evenawit. He
wasmerelya

' jokist '— a master of acertainkind of directand
rough (sometimes coarse) sarcasm, a buffoon skilled inall the
quips and pranks and grimaces and by-play of the low
comedian. With these he tricked out such of the exploded
fallacies of Paine, Voltaire, and Co.,as his untrained mind
could get apartialgrip upon.

His appeal was made to the ignorant and half-educated
elementof thecommunity— to theshallowmindsthat are easily
tickledandenjoyahorse-laugh,especiallyat the tencommand-
ments,or at somecoarse,if cheap,reference to Moses or the
Deity. Among such people Ingersoll wrought unspeakable
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was lodged. The case was heard inahighercourt. The re-
hearingresulted in theacquittalof the Sisters,and theexpres-
sion of a judicial opinion that St. Joseph's Orphan Asylum
is a model house of its kind. This judgmentwasdelivered
earlyin July. But not a hint has thus farbeen given to the
people of this Colony by the Association, which went to the
expense of spreading the calumnyagainsta woman to every
wind that blows over Australasia.

Here is the other case referred Jo. The Press Association
some months ago statedpositively that oneAbbe Flamidien,of
Lille (France), had brutallymurdered aboy. As usual, there
was no indication that he was merely accused,of the crime.
Thelie got a long start and was away around the world on
seven-leagueboots while the truth was rubbing thesleep out of
its eyesandpreparing todraw on its house-slippers. But it
has comelumberingalongat last

— in ourEuropeanexchanges.
Now it turns out thatthe accusedwas not anabbe(priest),but
a brotherof the Christian Schools

—
Brother Flamidien. The

murderedboy, Foveauxby name, had attended the Brothers'
externschool at Lille. Brother Flamidienhad taught thelad's
class on the evening when he was missed. On this ground
alonehe was arrestedand charged with the crime. Strenuous
and

—
to thoseaccustomed to English trialby jury— shockingly

unfair efforts weremadeby the ' jugedestruction
'

to sustain
thecharge againstBrother Flamidien. But it was allin vain.
Hegave conclusive proofs as tohowhespenteverymoment of
his time, and on July n was acquitted and set free, withouta
stain upon his character,by a full benchconsisting of members
of the Preparatory Chamberandthe Chamberof Correctional
jAppeals. As the London Weekly Registersays: 'The Court
of First Instance has now dismissed the case against him,
which utterly broke down on investigation. He leaves the
court absolutely reinstated and justified.' But the Register
adds that in England'notnearlysomuch prominencehasbeen
given in the Press to the news of his acquittalas was given to
thepreviousproceedings.' Justso. The Americantelegraphic
agencieshad sufficientsense of honour and manliness to give
as widepublicity to the acquittal of the accused as theynad
previously given to the news of his accusation. The Press
Associationthatserves these colonies has chosen, as usual, to
adopt the cowardly expedient of suppressing the fact of the
acquittalof the accused man.

As to the cable-riggers,our singleprotest is not likelyto
affect their tactics. But we venture to respectfully submitthat
their modes of dealing with Catholic news forms a fair subject
for a joint andvigorousremonstrance by the Catholichierarchy
of New Zealandand Australia. We should need the income
of a Hartleyand Rileygold-dredgingclaim in full working if
we weretopromptly nail the sillyor malicioustales that come
over the cables reflecting on the Catholic Church, Catholic
ecclesiasticalpersons, and Catholic institutions. Such acourse
is therefore barred to us. A few yearsago,at the instance of
the late Cardinal Sanfelice, we pillorieda Melbourne news-
paper proprietor for the publication of a gross libel on the
Conventof SS.Joseph and Teresa, in Naples (Italy). Should
;uch cases of gross and unretracted calumny appear in future
in the Press of thisColony, weshall consider the desirability of
placingit in the power of the ecclesiastics,religious,or institu-
tions concerned to see that their good name may not be
blackened with impunity even in this far-off verge of the
world.
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