
ST.PATRICK.

WHAT WAS HIS RELIGION /

In our last issue we showed that St.Patrick's Confession was
not a set expositionof the Christian theological system. Itv.ap,os
Dr.Todd acknowledges, a brief document, and, in the main,of a
personalnature. And yet everystatement of doctrine and disci-
plinein itis in full harmony withCatholic teaching. The Apostle
of Ireland, for instance, held with the Catholic Church

—
and

against thebelief of all Protestant denominations
—

that the bookß
of Tobias, Witthm, and Eeclesiasticvs, are divinely inspired, and
quoted them as such. The Jews did not. And thus he preferred
tie voiceof theChurch to that of the Jewish people,ashis guide
to the true canon of the Old Testament, and attached a
greater importance to the traditions of the Church than
most Protestant writers are anxious to acknowledge. He
held by the monastic system, he made 'monks and virgins of
Christ,'he believedin thepriestly power of bindingand loosing, in
supernatural vitiors, in anointing with holy oil?, he invokedthe
eaiDtP, he pieacbd and practised fastingand works of bodily mor-
tifitation. All this appears in bis Confession and his letter to
Coroticus, both of -which are admittedto behis genuine writings.
Itis easy to decide to which religious system these forms of belief
—casually mentionedby the Saint

—
belong.

THE ROMAN MISSION.
The Lawretce lecturer gives a weak echo to the statement of

Dr.Tcdd that St. Patrick rests
" the authority of his mission alto-

gether (n dreams and visions.' The insistence of someProtestant
authors on this point has its root in a desire to prove that the
Saint inc- ming to Ireland received no sanction fr<m Rome. They
make the life of St.Patrick apolemical taitle-grour<l,andin strain-
ing toettablibh their pet contention misrepresent the writiDgs of
the Saint,Catholic teaching,and the factsoi history.

1. In the first place, bt. Patrick does Dot, either inhis Confes-
sion or elsewhere, base his mission solely on visi<ns. He attached
fo much weight to the opinionof others, that,as he tells usin lr's
Confession, 'he was strongly driven to fall away thenand for ever.'
More6ver, theBook of Armagh states that he received at his conse-
cration theblessings in theusualmanner(secmuhtm morem). His
visions and inspirations, says Malort, 'were subordinated to the
voice of the Church, through her ministers, in reference to his
mission.'

2. Again:Protestant writers misrepresent Catholic teaching
anddiscipline in their endeavours tochowthat St.Patrick's mission
to Ireland was independentof Rome. Some of them, forinstance,
imagine thathis mission would be non-Romanor anti-Roman, or at
1« ast independentof Rome, unless St.Patrick were sent directly by
the Pope or by special papal mandate. No well-informed person
would-bold such a supposition. The Popes hadnoidea of reserving
exclusively to themselves the erection oE new bishoprics or the
evangelisation of pagan countries. Thus, a saint so strongly'papal

'
as St. Athanasius sent St. Frumentius to convert the

Nubians. St. Chrysostom Bent the famous Bishop Willa to the
infidelGoths. The same was doneby Juvenal,BishopofJerusalem,
and

—
pursuant todecree of theCouncilof Chalcedon

— by theArch-
bishop of Constantinople. And Pope St. Gregory complained to
Kings Theodoric and TheodobertthattheFrench bishopsdid not go
and do likewise for the pagan Angles. St. Augustine— who was
cent by PopeGregory to convert the English

—
received faculties to

establish bishoprics and even toappointhis own successor. Other
instances in point are easily quoted. Even within comparatively
recent times the first Catholic bishop in North America had the
privilege of appointing his own successor. Briefly then, both
beforeand after St.Patrick's time national apostleshadnoneed of
direct appointment from Rome,and whether withorwithout such
appointment they usually had plenaiy powers os regarded the
establishment of dioceses, etc. The need of spreading the Gospel
was great, andcommunication with the Pope wasaslow anddiffi-
cult, and often perilous, undertaking. Hence the Churches of
Gaul, Italy, Africa, and Spain, which received the faith from
Roman missionaries, had generally the privilege, down to St.
Patrick's day, of appointing their own archbithops and bishops.
The disciplineof the Church in St.Patrick's day neither required
his presence nor his consecrationin Rome. Still, thesaint's mis-
sion mayhavehad the direct sanction of the Holy See. Ithad at
least an indirect Roman sanction. This is as certain as that the
saintlived. And that sanction was as valid and legitimateas the

most direct one could be. Noevidence in existencewarrantsus in
believing that there was a departure from the usual disciplineof
theChurch in St.Patrick's case. All theevidencepointsunmistak-
ably to theRoman and papalcharacterof the Church founded by
him in

'greenEire of the Btreams.'
So muchby wayof explanation. Itmust not be forgottenthat

weare here dealing with the distant past,'and with a period the
contemporarydocuments of which were to a great extent utterly
destroyedpartly ininternecine war,ibut chiefly in the ravages of
the warfare withDanes, Anglo-Normans,and English. Butenough
remains to prove that all the distinctive features of the Roman
Church were strongly impressed upon the early Irish,as upon all
the ContinentalChurches. This evidence is partly direct,partly in-
direct. But its cumulative force isirresistible. Therestrictedspace
at cur disposal this week precludes anything beyond the baldest
summary of the leading facts thatbear uponthe case.

The learned Protestantwriter,Dr. Whitley Stokes,inhisedition
of TripartiteLife ofSt. Patrick (i.,p.cxxxv) says of St.Patrick :'He hada reverent affection for the Church of Home, and there is
noground for disbelieving his desire toobtainRomanauthority for
his mission,or for questioning the authenticity of the decrees that
difficult questions arising inIrelandshould ultimatelybereferredto
the Apostolic See.' Another Protestant authority, Wasserschleben,
in his edition of the Hibernensis (or eighth century collection of
Irishcanons), distinctly states that the ancient IrishChurch was in
unison withRome, andacknowledged thePopeas itshead(p.xxxv.).
The canon referredtoby both thefe writers. The canonis ascribed
by theBook of Armagh to Auxilius,Patrick,and Benignus

—
pro-

Ibably assembled in Synod. Itruns as follows :—:
—

'
Whenever any cause that is verydifficult and unknown unto

all the judges of the Scottish [i.e., Irish] nation shallarise, itis
rightly to be referred to the see of the aTchbishopof the Irish [i.e.,
of Armagh], and to the examination of the prelate thereof. But if
there, by bim and his wise men,a cause of this nature cannot be
easily made up, we havedecreedthatitshall be sent to theApostolic
Pce

—
that is to say,to the chair of the Apostle Peter,which hath

the authority of the city of Rome.' In the older manuscript of the
H\hinunsi* the decree— of which St Patrick is named asthe author— has the followingprovision:'If anyquestions arise in thisisland,
let them be referred to the Apostolic See. Wasserschleben contends
that the longer Canon is the original. Othersmaintain that itisbut
a pa aphrasticexplanationof the shorter one,yet conveying its true
meaning. But as Salmon points out: 'As far as the Papal
supremacy is concerned, thepoint isof noimportance. Bothcanons
involvethat doctrine. Bothdirect that disputesbecarried toRome.
One providesfor apreliminary reference to Armagh; theother does
not. And this is the only difference, insubstance,between them.'

OTHER POINTS.
Further important side-lights on this question will readily

occur toany person who considers (1) where St. Patrick was edu-
cated for the Irish mission after leaving home, and (2) the sub-
sequent faithof thepeopleto whom he preached the Gospel.

(1) The supplemental leaves in the Brussels manuscript of the
Bookof Armaghexpressly state that'he fell in with Germanus, a
mo6t saintly bishop,a prince in the City of Auxerre,a chief blessing.
Here he [St.Patrick] learned for no short period,as Paul at the
feet of Gamaliel,'etc. Now St.Germanus had studied theprofession
of the law inRome. He wasnot only the mostprominent figure in
the Gaulish hierarchy, but we learn from Prospers Chronicle that
he was sent by Pope Celestine in A d. 429 as his representative{vice
snd) to Britain,witha view to saving it from the Pelagian heresy.
In this he was completely successful. The earliest and best authen-
ticated life of St.Patrick, writteninthe seventh century,and con-
tained in theBooh of Armagh,states thatSt.Germanus introduced
him to thenotice of thePope, and that he was consecrated bishop
close to AuxerrebyBishop-AbbotAmatus

— perhaps,as Malonesug-
gests, as coadjutor or successor to Palladius. Itwas whileunder
the tuition of St.Germanus that (as welearn from the Book of
Armagh) he received the angelic intimations that the time had
come forenteringupon theIrishmission. 'He set forthaccordingly,'
saysMalone,'andcan we have any doubt as to the teaching which
our gaintreceived from theRoman legate Germanus V

St. Patrick's canon regarding appeals to Rome was not alone
known in the early Irish Church. Itwas acted upon. A con-
spicuous instance of this is given in the Paschal Epistle of St.
Cummian to Segenus, Abbotof Hy, in 031, published by the Pro-
testant Archbishop Usher. Ireferred to the controversy which
agitated the IrishChurch regarding theproper day for celebrating
Easter. In that epistleof St.Cummian,Rome is referred toas 'the
place which theLoidhathchosen,' 'the fountain of their baptism
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