
felther way to the stove and secured a heavy poker, while Mingo
was fumbling with the sash, whichsheknew wasfastened andcould
not be raised.

Onher way she picked up the carving knife from the table,
where Bobbie hadplaced it,and carriedit in her left hand. She
would havelikedto light a lamp, butdid not dare for fear of her
besieger's revolver.

He went to each of the windows in turn, while she followed.
None of them would goup. He came back to the one from which
he hadstarted,and what she was expeoting happened. There was
a clash of glass,anda large partof the lower bash flew pasther into
thekitchen.

She stood asidewith upliftedpoker, which she brought down
withallher might as soonas she detecteda movementof attempted
entrance. The blow was followedbya howlof rageandpain

—
then

silence.
Mary waitedfor several minutes in readiness for a renewal of

the attack;butnosecond attempt on the window was made. She
was beginning to hope that she had triumphed when startling
Boundscame from the door. Heavy blows wererained upon it,and
she heard the sharpsplintering of wood.

Maryknew that the door must go downinaminuteor two,and
thatehe wouldthenhave to face the enraged ruffian;but she was
less concernedeven forherself than for father and the Polar Star.
She determinedatallhazards todelay theputting out of the lights
as long as possible.

She retreated to the living-room and locked thedoorbehindher.
Thenshe locked the door leading to the tower,put the key in her
pocket,and took her stand on thenarrow landing at the top of the
flight of steps by which thedoor was reached. She meant todefend
thepassage to thebitter end.

The cuter doorcrashed inandshe heard Mingo in the kitchen.
She caught a faint glimmer through a crack, and knew he was
striking alight. The next minute he burst open the frail inner
doorby asinglekick,and stoodin the opening with the lamp in one
hand and the axein the other.

His face, which was literally convulsed with rage,showed the
distinct mark of Mary's blow. He snarled rather than spoke,and
she could understand nothingbut hismurderous look ashe setdown
thelamp andapproachedthe steps.

■She stood her ground bravely, he advanced cautiously.
When heputhis footon the first step the saised the poker in her
right hand and threatenedhim with theknife in the left.

He grinned derisively,raised his axe and tookanotherstep. As
he did so, asharp report rang out a few feetbehind.

Mingo dropped with a shattered leg, and rolled groaning to
the floor."

Don't youstir !' criedBobbie,as the woundedman attempted
to rise.

'
Don't you*tir or I'll fire again.'

Mingoglanced at theboy'sthreatening revolveranddetermined
face, andlay as still ashis pain would allow.

Bobbiekept a sharp eyeonhim, and ac the same time did his
best to comfort Mary, who was leaning against the lower door,
trembling violently.'

Don'tyoube afraid,Mary,'he said, 'I've got him safe enough,
aniI'll takegood carehe doesn't get at youagain.''Where are the others ? Why aren't they coming in?' gasped
Mary.'There isn't anybody here but me,' explained Bobbie.

'
You

seeIdidn't get away from theplace. He made after me too quick,
andIhad tododge into the wood-house to shakehim off. Then he
began tocut upso,Ithought I'd better stayand take careof you.
Icouldn't bear to go away. Iknewhe'dget in andat you long
before Icould fetch help.'

1But wheredid youget the revolver?' asked Mary.
'Ohl that's his,' answered Bobbie. 'Igrabbed it when you

blew the light. Iwas sureIcould shoot straight. Uncle Tom
often let me try with his revolver;butIdidn't like to fire till 1
sawhim go at you with the axe. Then Islipped in and blazed
away.1

Mingo gavea groanof mingledpain and rage,but didnot dare
to move.

Mary soonrecovered her courage,and wasnot long in deciding
what to do. She unlocked the tower door and stole up to her
father's room. He was sleeping soundly, and had heard nothing.
Sheputonher wraps then and hurried off for help.

During the half hour she was gone Bobbie kept close and
effective watch over his captive, whom he would hardly allow to
wink.

Mingo had his broken legattended to,and was safely lodged in
Norton gaol before morning. Indue time he wassent thence to
thepenitentiary under a twenty years' sentence, which in his case
proved tobe for life.

The Polar Star did not arrive until midnight, by which time
the storm was raging wildly. She would almost inevitably have
been lost had Norton Light been extinguished.

Their father's praise was all the reward that either Mary or
Bobbie desired;but the Canadian government presented each of
them, when their heroism became known, with a handsome and
suitably engraved gold watch, in public acknowledgment of their
bravery.

—
Irish Catholic.

When the reins of a government are too slack, the manners of
thepeople arecorrupted;and that destroys industry,begets effemi-
nacy,andprovokesHeaven against it.

Perfect happinessis not to ba foundon this sideof the grave;
batif wehumbly follow the exampleof Our Blessed Redeemer,He
has said He will never leave us nor forsake us.

Though selfishness hath dtfiled the whole man,yet sensual
pleasureis the chief partof its intent, and therefore by the senses it
commonly works, and these are the doors and windows by which
iniquity entereth into the soul.

ARMENIA.
—

Conversion of Nestorians.
—

The Holy
Father has receiveda letter from Mgr. Altmayer announcing that
as a result of the preaching of two Dominicans, Father Bhetore
and FathirFrance, fifty thousandNestorianshave joined theChurch
in Mesopotamia,and that thirty thousand Armenians in the district
of Vanhave done the same. The good news has given joy to the
Holy Father, who set the missionaries to this work and whose
efforts for reconciling dissidents to the Church have had remaik-
ab'e effects in tke East. He may be said to have prepared the
way for the Dominican Fathers,and they have proved worthy
agents of his.

AUSTRlA— Religion and Politics.— The Roman corres-
pondentof theMorningLeader Bays:The PapalNuncioat Vienna,
Mgr. Taliani, whohas now quite recovered from the effects of the
partial cerebral hemorrhage which at one time appeared to en-
danger his life, has sent a shore but bignificant message to the
Secretaryshipof State on the subject of the so-called

'
LosvonRom'

movement promoted by Deputies Wolff and Schcenerer. Inthis
diplomatic document itis stated thata strict and impartially con-
ducted inquiry has revealed the fact that hitherto only 3,352Catho-
lics have gone over to Protestantism thrfaghout the Austrian
Empire. This falls considerably below the 10,000 which Herr
Wolff confidently declared wouldbe the number of converts toPro-
testantismbeforePentecost. At the Vatican no importance what-
ever is attached to the

'
Los vonRom

'
movement whichis nowcon-

sidered aspracticallydead.
ENGLAND.— Prayers for Conversion to the Catholic

Faith-
—

We areglad to find (says theCatholicTimes) thatCardinal
Vaughan'sappealto French Catholics for prayers for theconversion
of England is being widely publishedon the Continent. The Eeo
(Vltalia, of Genoa, asks itß readers to become

'
fervent apostles of

this great work.'
Stonyhurst Association Dinner.— The members of the

Stonyhurst Association held their annualdinner at theHotel Ceoil,
London,onJuly20,theguest oftheeveningbeingCaptainKenna,V.C.
Amongst those present besides Captain Kenna were Mr. Oswald
Walmesley, President for the year(in the chair), Bishop Brindle,
the Duke of Norfolk, Loid Arundell of Wardour, the Rector of
Stonyhurst (Father Browne),Father Gerard, the Hon.Mr. Justice
Mathew, Sir Westby Perceval, K.C.M.G., the Hon. Charles Fitz-
patnek, the Hon. J. Maxwell Scott, the Hon.Walter Constable
Maxwell, Colonel Heathcote, Mr. H. j. Walmesley, General Good-
fellow, Colonel Gordon, Mr. Philip Colley, the Rev. J. Clayton,
Major Chicester, the Rev, A. Charnley, Mr. N. J. Synnott, Mr.
WiJiain, Father Tarleton, Mr.J. Lescher, Mr.R. TrappesLomaz,
Mr. Donahue, Mr. Austin King, Major Murphy, Mr. Munster,
Messrs. Weld, Sir A. Murray, Mr. Walmesley Cotham, Mr. J. G.
Snead-Cox,Mr.B. Belton, Mr. F. Worthington,Mr. T. H. Waters,
and Mr.T. M. Waters.

Catholic Procession inLondon.
—

As usual the feast of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel was celebrated on Sunday. July 16, in the
Italian quarter, London. The quarter was gaily decorated,and a
line arch, brilliant with gilt and silver tinsel,had been erected at
the appro.eh toSaffron Hill. There was also a multitude of flags.
The procession, which, the Daily Telegraph says,it would be im-
possibleto match in the country, was very long,and caused the
tram traffic to bs stopped for a quarter of anhour.

Death of aRecent Convert— The Weekly Register records
with regret the death of Captain Curzon, of the10th RoyalHussars,
which took place about the middle of July,in his 29th year. He
hadbeen received into the Church a few months previously. Cap-
tain Nathaniel William Curzon was the only sonof the late Mr.
RobertCurzon, of Alvaston,Derbyshire, aad of Mrs. Hibbert, of
Ashby St.Ledgers,Rugby.

The Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament in London-— An
interesting function to>k place in London recently. Close to
Leicester Square, within sight and sound of orie of the most
throngedparts of the metropolis, the Sisters of the Blessed Sacra-
ment have established themselves, introducing a leavenof religion
and purity in themidst of a region where they are too oftenabsent.
They have just addedanew wing to their consent in Leicester
Place, and this was solemnly opened and blessed by the Cardinal
Archbishop of Westminster. They area FrenchSisterhood,and are
surrounded by alarge French colony who inhabit the district lying
between Leicester Square and Oxford street. The Sisters have
chargeof the -schoola attached to the Church of Notre Dame de
France,provide a home for working girls out of a situation at a
moderate charge, and labour zealously among the poor of the
locality, andit is gratifying toknow that they donot lack friends
and benefactor?,amongst whom may be mentioned his Eminence
the Cardinal, his Excellency the French Ambassador, the Duke of
Norfolk,Mrs. Claude Watney, Lord Gerard, the Earl of Denbigh,
aud Lord AKhburnham.

A Memorial to the Late Dr.Rivington.— lt is proposed
to erect as a memorial of the late Rev. Dr. Rivington amarble
column inSt. Peter'scrypt of thenew Westminster Cathedral.

Visit of a celebrated Dominican- -The celebrated Frenoh
Dominican. Pcre Olliver, the eminent Paris preacher, wasona visit
to England in July,and was the guest of the Dominican Fathers at
llaverstock Hill,Londun.

ROME— An Unlikely Alliance— The movement which
General Ricciotti Garibaldi, son of the famous revolutionist, is
trying to promote (says a Roaae correspondent)isexciting agreat
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