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AT HOME AND ABROAD,

Current Topics

A short time ago a speculating medico
the dredging made the following remark on the gold-

boom. dredging boom in Otago: 'Twelvemonths
ago you couldn't float a cork in Dunedin;

now youcould float a barof iron.' The phenomenalsuccess
of the Hartley and Rileyclaim and the wideningknowledge
of the extent of gold-bearing rivers in Otago have set the
pulseof speculators beating at the double with thedredging
fever. The boom goes gailyon. Every week new ventures
arebeingplaced upon the market, and the sharesaregobbled
up without examination or inquiry, just as your greedy
adjutant bird gulps down with perfect impartialityahealthy
frog, a chunk of quartz, or a twelve-penny nail. Thus far
flotations have been, as far as we know, of the kind called'straight.' But awould-bepurchaserof a 'claim

'publisheda
warning note in Saturday's Dunedin dailies, which should
make intending investors deal with new ventures on their
merits, even though theymay not followthe extreme counsel
of Mark Twain, who declared that 'there are two times ina
man'slife when he should not speculate— when hecan afford
it andwhenhe can't.*

them to
'swear off,' you must take them in theirproper mood— and tense. What moves Jack may not move budge Jill,andthe argument that is goodon Fridayhas oftenbeen found

inoperativeon Saturday night. It is aseasy toget some men
to
'sign 'as to leada horse to water. Others take a gooddeal of convincing. Others stillare

—
shortofphysical foree

—
open to nokindof conviction yet devised. But it is generally
badpolicy to use reasoning thatis in the face of it inconclu-
sive

—
andleast ofall the stockarguments baseduponthegene.rally temperatehabits of the brute creation. These are, with.

nut exception,the worst arguments to flingat theheadof the
toper. There is, in the first place, an implied'odorous ccm-
parison' in favour of the cowand the horse which seldomcon-ciliates good-will j and, in the second place,even a topercanusuallysee in his muddled sort of a waythat the argumentis
somehow limpingand lopsided and out of plumb. 'Just look
at thatpoor cow there at the stream,' saidan Irish priest to aparishioner who had ahabitof looking at his country's winewhenit sparkled in the glass. 'Just lookat her. You may
be sure she won't drink too much.' 'Who'd thank her,' saidthe toper, * when it's only wather?

'
Father Matthew, the

greatest apostle of temperance of modern times, fell into a
similarpitfallin addressingan audience of Dublincar-driversawayback in the forties. He determinedtoteachhisaudience
a lesson in temperancefrom a class of quadrupeds other thanthe harmless, necessary cow. 'If,' said he,'Iwere to setbeforeone of your horses a bucket of water and a bucket of
whisky, you know which the wise beast wouldtake.' Nowthe
wit of the Dublin car-men is not of the leaden-heeled variety,
and one of the Father's audiencepromptly replied: 'Well,
Father, if Iwor to place before me horse a truss of hayan' abeefsteak,you know which the wise baste wouldchoose. But,
Father, doesit follow that the hay is the bestfor me?

'

A controversy on the religionof the Early
A pen-duel British Church hasbeen wagging its tongue

in for some time past in Auckland. A writer
Auckland. whoconcealshis identity under the pen-name

'Justitia
'
holds theright end of the discus-

sion in so far as he maintains the thesis that the Early
British Church was Roman in doctrine and liturgy, that it
believedinbishops, priests, deacons, sub-deacons,etc., in the
primacy of the Pope, the Sacrifice of the Mass, prayers for the
dead,intercessionof saints, anointingwith holy oil, confession,
forgivennessof sins through the Sacrament of Penance, reser-
vationof the Blessed Sacrament, the Real Presence, pilgrim-
ages, the monasticsystem, the canon of Scriptures as used in
Rome, fasting,Latin liturgy,and otherdoctrines and practices
peculiarly characteristicof the Catholic Church. Somuch may
Be learned from the Book of Llandaff and the works of the
monkGildas the Wise, who flourished in the sixthcentury and
wasa personal witnessof the faith of the Earl) British Church
in his day. The editorial scissors snipped the vitals out of*Justitia's

'
latestcontribution to thecontroversy,so that wedo

notknowpreciselyhow he borehimself in the latest phase of
the encounter. But we fancy he might easilyhave made in
this connection, and indeedonmost of theground covered by
the controversy,adeadlieruse of the works of such foremost
Protestaut writers as Ussher, Spelman, Collier, Dugdale,
Cressy, Goodwin,Lhuyd,Pughe, Wharton, Rees, Woodward,
Bishop Short, Schaff, Skene, Haddon and Stubbs, Pryce,
Green,Bright, anda room-fullof others. He might, indeed,
have fought out thecontroversy on their testimony alone, with-
outhaving toappealtothe convincingevidenceof Lingardand
theFathers. We recommend him and all interested in the
subject to procure, through any bookseller, copies of Arch-
bishop Carr'sadmirablelectures on The Originof the Church
ojEngland(Melbourne:Verga, 154 Little Collins street, 6d).
This is thelast wordon the subject,and the best. 'Justitia

'
mightpresent a copy of it to his late opponent. If, after a
carefulperusal of its contents,theyagainset about tossing each
other in thesamecontroversialblanket, 'Justitia

'would, from
the first bout, put * G.A.through awhirlwind of somersaults
that wouldleavehim ("metaphorically,of course)black andblue
for a monthof Sundays.

Archbishop Ireland once reached the*
sweet citadelof a toper's heart by an unexpected

Kilkenny!
'

and unsuspected route
— just as Wolfe cap-

turedQuebec by asteep and unknown track
in 1759. The great American temperanceorator told the story
himselt a few weeks ago in the Cork theatre. We give it in
hisown words :—:

—'Some thirty years agoIbegan the work inSt.Paul,and
Iwas succeeding verywell, owing to the generous heartsand
strong faith of the people to whomIwas appealing. How-
ever,down inastreet called Minnesota street there weresome
ten or twelve Irishmen who boastedthat FatherIreland, what-
ever he might do, could not touch Minnesota street, and one
man particularly. Ican use now his name, becauseit is an
honour to him, and he is in heaven

—
John Shortall was theleader,and he said:"No; nothing can be done here; weshall have our liberty"— liberty to drink themselves todeath.

One day Imet John Shortall. He was half-drunk, but yet
full of goodsense

— for it takes adeal of drunkenness to drive
out allthe goodsense from an Irishman

—
andhe said:" You

cannot doanything in Minnesota street.' A bright thought
struck me. Isaid: "John,Ihave been reading latelysomeinteresting newsfrom Kilkenny" (John was from Kilkenny).
He said:

"
Sweet Kilkenny!

" Isaw my opportunity. I
said: " Will you do mea favour for the sakeof sweet Kil-
kenny?

" "
Yes— anything,"he said. "Very well,take the

pledgefor the sakeof sweet Kilkenny." His quick answer
was:'Youhave made me." From that day there was in St.
Paulno more pious Catholic, therewas no moreloving father,
there was no happier man, than John Shortall. Eight
months ago he was near his end, andIwent to see him. He
said:

'Archbishop,Iam blind. Icannot see you. Ipray
that the lightof heaven may be upon your soul. Iprayfor
you every day." Andhe went to heaven. He was a saint,
because for the sake of "sweet Kilkenny"he took the pledge.'

A correspondent asks us to publish' the
the worst bestargumentagainstatoper.' Well

—
vm

—
a

argument. good deal depends. Topers,you know
—

like
certainotherpeople— are kittlecattle. They

have as many moodsas a September day,and, if you want

Some fine day in the sweet by-and-by of
the scientific gardening we may gather grapes

cable fiend, from thorns and figs from thistles,and ex-
tractsunbeams from cucumbers. Andsomeother fine day

—
when the cow jumpsover the moon

—
we may
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