
TheNew Era, of July 29, containsaportrait andbiographical
sketch of the Right Rev. Dr. Lenihan,Bishop of Auckland. In
concluding its remarks theNeic Era says:

— 'On Sunday, July 16,
he preachedmorning andevening atBlundellsands,on the progress
of the Church in New Zealand. He has been cordially received
and entertained by the Bishopof Liverpool,whoshowed himround
his excellent institutions for boys and girls. His Lordship is
invited to share in the jubilee celebrations of the Catholic Young
Men's Society in Liverpool in the first week of August,andhas
been further approachedby several leading rectors of the diocese
of Liverpool with a view to a public utterance. The Bishop of
Aucklandis appealing earnestly for students andchurch furniture,
andhopes to meet witha generous response from the goodheartsof
thegreat home countries. Dr.Lenihanhas a verystrong view on"
Joanof Arc." He thinks of appealing to his brother prelatesin

theEnglish-speaking lands to take up the cause of her beatifica-
tionin reparation for the admittedly unjust sentencepassedupon
her by the members of the episcopalbench. Of suchmen

—
menof

sound and progressive ideas
—

the Church has need in this latter
age.' The same issue also containsa specialarticle detailing the
history of the Auckland mission.

The half-yearly meeting of the Marist Brothers' School Old
Boys' Association, Wellington, was held in St. Patrick's Hall, on
Wednesday evening August 30. The Rev. Father O'Shea presided,
and there were about fitty members present. Mr. J.A. Gallagher,
hon. sec.of the association,hassent us a copyof thereportsubmitted
to themeeting, but, in consequenceof the great pressure on our
space this week, we are reluctantly obliged to condense it. The
followingare theprincipal mattersreferred to:

—
The association is

ona sound financial basis;a literary anddebatingsociety has been
formed in connection with it: there had been several entertain-
ments givenduring thehalf-year tomembers and friends ;lectures
had been deliveredbefore the AssociationbyRev.Father Servajean,
andMessrs. Reichel and Kays;giftsof books for the library had
beenreceived from theYen. ArchdeaconDevoy,Dr. MackinandMr.
J.J.Devine;a finebilliard tablehad beenprocured;thesuccessof
the Association has beenina great measure due to the special in-
terest taken in itby the Yen. Archdeacon Devoy,Y.G. Tne report
was adopted. The following were elected officers for the ensuing
term:

— Patron, his Grace Archbishop Redwood;President, Yen.
Archdeacon Devoy ;Vice-presidents,VeryRev. Father Lewis, Rev.
fathers Servajean and O'Shea, Doctors Grace and Mackin, and
Messrs. M. Kennedy, J. J.Devine, J. Cumin, J. Kays, and J.
O'Meara; hon. secretary, Mr. J. A. Gallagher (re-elected); hon.
treasurer,Mr.F.McDonald;librarian, Mr. G. A. McKenzie;assis-
tant librarian,Mr.JMcGovern;auditors, Messrs. W. NiddandJ.J.
Weybourne; committee, Messrs. Healy, Fitzgerald, E. D. Dunne,
O'Brien and McKenzie. Mr. J.Kays was elected chairman of the
Literary Society and editorof the journal, and Mr. J.MoGovern,
sub-editor. Itwas decidedby themeeting tohold the annual pic-
nic, andalso a banquet to celebrate the anniversary of the associa-
tion, the arrangements for both being left in the hands of the
committee. A hearty vote of thanks to the Rev. chairman for
presiding, and to the outgoingofficers, terminatedthemeeting.

The Hon.JohnMcKenzie is to leave England for this Colony
by theGothicon the 28thinst.

We understand thatMr. James O'Donnel,of Mosgiel, has pur-
chasedthe Crescent Hotel, Allanton.

Mr.Frank Trask,who lately resigned theNelson Mayoralty,
owing tohaving soldland to the Council, has beenre-elected unop-
posed.

At Masterton last week,Mr. Northcroft, S.M., fined the four
men who had misrepresented themselves as travellers to a hotel-
keeper, £.*) each.

Friends of Mr.E.O'Malley (says the Temuha Leader) will be
pleased to learn thathe is tosettle once more in Geraldine, having
received an appointment in the firm of Messrs. Maling and Shall-
crass,auctioneers.

A mission wasopenedinSt. Mary's Church, Geraldine,onSun-
day,by theRightRev. Dr.Grimeß, Bishopof Christchurch, assisted
by theR^v.Father Foley. The mission is to last a week.

The Right Hon.R. J.Seddon has been appointed a Justice of
thePeace for Queensland. The Premier's publio duties in New
Zealand willpreventhim for sometime from presidingat any of the
Queenslandpolice courts.

The Consul for France and the Countess deOourte are aboutto
pay a visit toBrisbane, where they will be the puests of Lord and
Lady Lamington. The Governor of Queensland, it is known, is a
cousin toCount de Courte.

Our Timaru correspondent writes:
—

The many friends of Mr.
J. Hickson,Clerk of theCourthere, will regret tohear that hehas
beenurgently called to Aucklandin consequence of the serious ill-
ness of his father, ex-InspectorHickson.

Ithas transpired that the Government offered £4 8s 6dper
acre for the Three Springs Estate,Fairlie. The owners declined,
asking £4 10s. The Mackenzie County Council was consulted,and
replied that the Governmenthadofferedsufficient for it. The Land
Purchase Board intends to inspect threeestates in the district.

There are 172childreninthe Government Industrial Schools,
and 399 in private schools

—
a totalof 571. Of these, 75 were con-

victedfor offences butnot sentenced, and three were convicted and
sentenced to be whipped. There are 11 children in the Auckland
School, 86 at Burnham, 75 at Cavershanf, 84 at St. Mary's (Auck-
land), 64 at St.Joseph's (Wellington), 240 at St. Mary's (Nelson),
and 11 at St. Vincent de Paul's (Dunedin).

Itissaid that themarble depositson theTakaka (Nelson)hills
are about to be fairly tested by a Christchurch syndicate. There
areall shades of stone, varying fromblack to white, while someare
beautifully variegated, and it is believed, on authority of one of
the southern representatives,thatthe marble is splendidlyadapted
for ornamentalwork in building, the only question being whether
itcanbe procured free from shakes in sufficiently sized slabs,and
that is tobe ascertainedby opening out in one or two likely look-
ing spots.

Thebb wasa largeattendanceof members at theusual weekly
meeting of the Ashburton Catholic Literary Society (reports the
Mail),heldon Wednesday evening. The president(Mr.F. Cooper)
occupied the chair. The Rev. Father Cooney, theSociety's chaplain,
made his first appearance amongstthem,andwasheartily welcomed
by all present. After the transaction of minor business the pro-
gramme for the evening was proceeded with. It took the form
of 'AnEditor's box,'whichprovideda most enjoyable andinstruc-
tiveevening's entertainment.

Messrs. J. Ballantyne and Co,, of Dunstable House, Christ-
church, incalling attention to their spring shipments, now being
openedup,report the receipt of possibly the finest assortment of
seasonable novelties ever seen in any retail warehousein Christ-
church. The fashions and styles for spring, 1899, are extremely
beautiful,andthe, firm's buyershave filled the requirementsof the
establishment,not only ingreat varietybut in substantialquanti-
ties, thus securinga fine assortmentatmoderate prices. Customers
residing at a distance are requestedto send a post-card specifying
anyparticularclass of goods they desire to see,and an assortment
willbe sent by return of post.

—
%"

NEW ZEALAND TABLET [Thursday,September 7,1899

LOBBY GOSSIP AND NEWS.

The LoanBill, which was introduce! on Wednesday afternoon,
authorises the Government to borrow a million sterling for specified
objects. The money is tobe allocatedas follows :— Railway exten-
sion, £300,000 ;rolling stock and workin connection with existing
lines, £225,000 ;land settlement, goldfields, and the construction of
roads and bridges, £l."> 0,000;openingup Crown and native lands,
£150,000 ; developing goldfield*, £50 000 ; school buildings,
£50,000 ; purchase of native lands, £50,000 ; harbour defences,
£25,000.

The endof the session is evidently drawingnigh, as theprivate
members' day

—
Wednesday

—
has been appropriated by the Govern-

ment, the resultof whichis that many of our old friends, nuch as
the Liquor, the Marriage and Libel Bills will disappear from
the Order Pap r.

Speaking on the subject of improved mail communication the
othernight, Mr. Massey said hehad made inquiries and he had the
very best authority for stating that the first of thenew steamers for
the 'Frisco service wouldbe ready innine months, the second in 15
months,and the third later on. Suchbeing the case,in12 months
from now they might harea 28 days'service betweenEngland and
New Zealand, viaSan Francisco, once a month,and in two years'
time they might havea 28 days' serviceevery fortnight.

The Househadnot proceeded far in the consideration of the
Estimates on Tuesday evening when members got completely 'off
the track,' andeverything under thesun wasdiscussed save the im-
mediatebusiness of the Colony. Several warm, wordyencounters,
largelypunctuated withpersonalities,took place, and shortly after
midnight Captain Russell moved the adjournment of the House as
he was tiredof hearing members revilingoneanother.

NEW ZEALAND : GENERAL.

Our TimarucorrespondentwroteonMonday:
—

Thepurchaseof
the Pareora estate has given much satisfaction in this district.
Many are makingenquiries about the land,which we hear is very
good. The property is quite close to St. Andrew's, where the
Catholics intend to erect a church shortly, for which they have
alreadya considerable amount inhand. The Three Springs Estate,
which also has beenacquiredby the Government, is in this parish.
Itis situated about three miles from Fairlie,and has always been
considered oneof thebest paying stations ownedby the company.

The annual report of the Inspector-General of Hospitals and
Charitable Institutions was presentedto the House on Wednesday.
The total amount expendedon charitable aid for the year ending
31stMarch was £93,000 odd, which wasan increase of nearly £7000
on thepreviousyear. Of thisamount close on £51,000 was distri-
buted in outdoor relief. The totalreceiptson account of hospitals
were £116,524, of whioh £41,052 came out of the Consolidated
Revenues. The repori referredto themarked shrinkage of volun-
tarycontributions inconnectionwith themaintenanceof benevolentinstitutions.

The newchurch now in courseof erection for the congregation
of St. Michael's (says the Kaikoura Star) has reachedthatstage
which enables anidea to be formed of what the building will looklike when finished. Theestimatewehavearrivedat is that the edifice
will be one of whiohpastor, congregation, architects andbuilder
will havegood reason to be thoroughly satisfied with. When the
present contract is finished the building willbe a fitting memento
of thepastorate of one whoisheldin thehighest esteemand vene-
ration by the people of Kaikoura. The zeal of the Rev. Father
Walsh and the devotion of his flock is exemplified, in a marked
manner,inwhathas beendoneby theminso shortaspace of time.
Few clergymen,of any denomination,have had the gratification of
seeing two new churches erected through their efforts ina couple
of years,inadistrict like Kaikoura. That credit,however,is due
to theRev.Father Walshandhis congregationshere.

20

RMAPnOMAI PI MOA OYOLE WORKS, Stafford Street, Timaru. Repairs Carefully Executed.Maoninei. \V\ni\JU\J\^r\l—Ui BuilttoOrder. Acoeeeorieeof averykindon"*!«.


