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demolished everything. Theyeven broke openthe tabernacleand
threw theBlessed Sacramentuponthe floor; then they pat on the
vestmentsand marched into camp inamocking manner.

Itbrought thetears to the eyes of many a Catholicboy to see
such an outrage on the Church of his faith. But the volunteer!
didn't stop at this. They went to the vaults of the church, and,
after breaking them open, threw the bodies in all directions, in
their search for jewellery and other valuables. This alone is a
disgrace toUncle Sam,and the gallows is nothalf goodenough for
someof his soldiers.

A fine buzz of execration went up over the English-
speaking world when some half-naked Samoan,unauthorised,
hacked off the headsof twoof the whitemen whomhis fellows
had killed in a stand-up fight near Apia. But,according to
another American contemporary, the civilisers of the islandshave been sending the embalmed heads of slain Filipinos
through the Post Office sacks, for theuse of students of com-
parative craniology. Which reminds us of the brisk traffic in
preservedMaori heads that was at one time rampant inNew
Zealand.

Such methods of warfare afford an explanation of many
things. They explain,for instance, the statement of the New
York Herald that

'
the non-combatant part of the Filipino

populationis hostile to the Americans.' They furnishonesuffi-
cient reason for the rigorous censorship of news sent out of
Manila. One English warcorrespondentsays:—

Itis impossible to write the truth about the situation. Theresourcesand fighing qualities of the nativesare quite misunder-
stoodby the American papers, and we cannot write the facts with-
outbeingaccused of treason;nor can we tellof thepractioallyunani-
mous opposition to, and dislike of, the war among the American
troops. The volunteers,or at leasta portionof them, wereat one
time on the verge of mutiny,and unless General Otis had begun
sending them homewards there would have been sensational
developments. We have been absolutely refused all hospital
figures.

Just so. There has been a significant cessation of the
cable-messagesdetailingcrushing defeatsandheavyslaughters
of Filipinosat the expense of a tew wounds or scratches to the
American troops. For

'
the boys' are coming home. The

Nebraskas left home last year 1100 strong. Only 280 came
back. And so of the others. The New York Herald pub-
lished a message that was somehow smuggled throughafter
having been suppressed at Manila. It states that the Ameri-
can troops inhospital in the Philippines number 4,000; thatManila and its suburb Cavite between themrequire 16,000;
that4,800 are scattered amongthe smaller islands; and thatonly 8,000 out of nearly33,000 are available for active cam-
paigning,and some of these are overworked and can dolittle
else than remain on the defensive. We longago expressed
the opinion that Uncle Sam would get many abadheadache
and many a sleepless night before his conquest of thePhilip-pines was an accomplishedfact. Events nave fully justified
ourprediction. Thereduction of theislands is apparentlyasfar off asever. UncleSam has foundhis Majuba Hill. And
heowes littlegratitude to the loud-voiced Jingoes who ledhimthither 'and fired his eager fancy with visions of an over-seacolony. The Spaniard civilised, christianised, and educatedthe Filipinos. Long before his dominion ended there were
very few illiterates in the islands. Hecould not hold them.But neither can Uncle Sam. The Spaniard was a political
failurein the islands. Uncle Sam isaworsefailure. That is
about the difference. Were he to packup his trunk and gohome, things might be better in the Phflippines. Theycould
not wellbe worse.

We are treated from time to time by press
king fraud, and pulpit to much flowery declamationon the commercial greatness and general

prosperity of this model of all the centuries. But there are
facts in connection with it that should serve to administer a
wholesome cold douche to the exuberance of the pulpiteer's
and thepressman's verbosity. A notedBritish judgedeclaredsome yearsago that thecommercial life of our day is rotten
throughand through. Heprobably formed his judgmentfrom

It was Franklyn whowrote toJosiah Quincy
the white in1773 the famous dictum: 'There never

savage at war. was a good war orabadpeace.' Franklin's
terse variantof old Erasmus' saying is,per-

haps, a little too sweeping. But at its best war is
devil's work. When it is— as in the Philippines—

a
war in which racial (and to some extent religious)
passion runs high, Satan's imps are pretty sure to
march thick with the rank and fileof some regiments,and to
rideat the head of others. In previous issues we have given
instances of the savagery and brutality of the methods by
which certain American officers and theirmen are forcing
western

" civilisation
'

on the inhabitantsof the Philippines.
Many

— perhaps the larger portion— of the American troops in
the islands are undoubtedly men of high, or at least good
average,moralcalibre. But it is evident that many oftiers of
them arenobetter than the raggedrabbleof ununiformedand
undisciplined Bashi-bazouks whose atrocities in Bulgaria
elicitedoneof the finest outbursts of the late Mr.Gladstone's
torrentialeloquencein the seventies.

Here are two samples of warfare as conducted by the
whitesavageat large in the Philippines. The followingis an
extract from a letter published in the PhiladelphiaCatholic
Standardof July 29, froma respected correspondent in the
Philippines:

—
The truthis,affaire here are being conducted in a scandalous

manner. After six weeks'work inand around ManilaIhave Been
enough, to make me ashamed of my country's flag. In fact, this
warhere is no more nor lees thanan A.P.A. fanatical outburst
against the religiouscustoms of the island. Ihave Been so much
thatIdonot knowwhere to begin in reciting the story of profli-
gacy,debauchery,and licentiousness which dominates the army of
occupation. Women walking along the streets havehadscapulars,
rosaries, crucifixes,and bo on

—
which, by the way, are all worn

exposed torn from theirnecks. Prisoners of warhave been shot
tosave the troubleof bringing themintocamp

—
and this by volun-

teer soldiers, withoutauthority fromany one. The Tennessee regi-
menthad taken overfifty prisoners;whenthe detachment reached
camp the question was asked as to where were the prisoners.'
They'reon the road

'—
in fact thenativeshad beenused as targets

for theamusementof ournineteenth century 'evangelists.' _ . . .
No wonderweseenative priests leading meninbattle against our
men. The churcheshave been the object of spoliationunheardof.
Chasubles, stoles, chalices

— everything of value,and consecrated
articlesof allkinds, areshown as trophies of victory. There is not
one particle of exaggeration in these statements. Indeed, the
motiveof attackoncertainplaceshas been torob the churches and
plunder thenatives. Our soldiers teach children on the streetsun-
nameablefilthand obscenity,and then another willcomealongand
whip tho childfor its progressininfamy. Young girls havebeen
ruinedby the thousand, and to-day

'
Marguerites'—God save the

word— areseenpublicly on the street— something unknown before
Dewey accomplishedhis 'great victory

'
over a handful of wash-

tubs that werein theshed for repairs. Daily occurrencesare some-
thing appalling.
m Even if we were to make a reasonable allowance for

all this would be badenough. Unfortunately,
thestatements of this writerare,however,corrobatedby avast
amount of independent testimony from other quarters. The
editorof the Standard says: 'Dreadful as these disclosures
are, we are obligedto withhold other facts still more revolt

-

Villages and churches are in ruins as theresult of our can-
nonading. One church presenteda scene Buoh asIhave never
beforeseenorheardof. The volunteers found theplace just as the
priest left, and so when these devils got in they completely

Hereisanother somewhatsimilar sample of war-news. It
is taken froma letterwritten from the seat of warby Private
Prendergast,U.5.1.,and appeared in the Aye Maria:

—
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