
ST. BONAVENTURE.
St. Bonaventure, the great light and ornament of the holy

Order of St. Francis, for hibextraordinary devotion, ardent charity,
and eminent skill in sacred learning, is surnamed the seraphic
doctor. He was born at BagnoreainTuscany, in the year 1221, of
piousparents. He was christened by the nameof John, but after-
wards received that of Bonaventure,on the following occasion. In
the fourth year of his age he fell sodangerously sick thathit life
wasdespaired of by thephysicians. The mother inexcessive grief
had recourse to the Almighty Physician by earnest prayer, and
going intoUmbria cast herself at the feetof St.Francis of Assisium,
withmany tears begging his intercession withGod for the life of
her son. St. Francis was moved tocompassionby the tears of the
mother,andat his prayer the child recovered so perfect a stateof
health thathe was never known to be sick from that time till the
illness of which he died. The glorious saint, at whose petition God
granted this favour,saw himself near the end of hiamortal course,
and foretelling the graces which the Divine goodnessprepared for
thischild, cried out in propheticrapture:

'
0 buona ventura,' that

is, in Italian, 'Good luck.' Whence the name Bonaventura was
given to the saint. The devoutmother ingratitude consecratedher
son toGod by vow,and was careful to inspire into him from the
cradle the most ardent sentiments of-piety, and to inure him to
assiduous practicesof self-denial,humility, obedience and devotion.
Bonaventure from his infancy entered upon a religious course, and
appearedinflamed with the loveof God as soonas he wa9capableof
knowing Him. His progress in his studies surprisedhis masters,
but that which he made in the science of the saints and in the
practice of every virtue was far more extraordinary. In 124f>,
being twenty-four years of age, he entered into the Order of St
Francis.

He was the friend of St. Thomas Aquinas, whoasked him one
day whencehe drew his great learning. St.Bonaventurerepliedby
pointing tohis crucifix. At another time bt. Thomas found him in
ecstacy while writing the life of St. Francis, andexclaimed :

'
Let

us leave a saint to write of a saint.' St. Bonaventure was the guest
and adviser of St. Louis, and the director of St. Isabella the
King's sister.

At the age of thirty-five he was made generalof the Order;
and only escaped another dignity, the Archbishopric of York, by
dint of tears and entreaties. Gregory X. appointed him Cardinal
Bishopof Albano. andhe sat at thatPontiff's right hand, and Bpoke
first at the Council of Lyons. His pietyandeloquencewonover the
Greeks to Catholic union, and then his strength failed. He died
while the Council was sitting, and was buried by the assembled
Bishops,A.D. 1274.

St.Bonaventurewas a veryprolific writer. Gerson, the learned
Chancellor of Paris, said of them : 'They seem to me the most
proper for the instruction of the faithful. They are solid, safe,
pious,and devout;andhe keepsas far as he can from niceties;not
meddling with logical or physical questions whichare foreign to the
matter in hand. Nor is there any doctrine more sublime, more
divine,ormore conductive topiety.' Trithemius, insppaking of the
writingsof this great Doctor, says:

'
Whoever wouldbebothlearned

and devout, lethim read the works ofSt. Bonaventure.'
ST. PETER CELESTINE.

As a child Peter had visions of our Blessed Lady, and of the
angels andsaints. They encouragedhim in his prayer,andchided
him whenhe fell into any fault. At school, he made great progress
instudy,but still longed for theheavenly favoursof hiachildhood,
andat the age of twenty left his home inApulia(Italy) to liveina
mountain solitude. Here he passed three years, assaulted by the
evilspirits, bus consoled by angels' visits. After this, his seclusion
was invaded bydiscipleß, who refused tobe sent away;and the rule
of life whichhegave them formed the foundationof the Celeetine
Order. Angels are said tohave assisted in the church which Peter
built, andunseenbells to have rung peals of surpassing sweetness,
and heavenly music to have filled the sanctuary, when he offered
theHoly Sacrifice. Suddenly he found himself torn fromhis loved
solitude by his electionto the Papal throne. Resistance wasof no
avail. After a reignof four months Peter summoned the cardinals
to his presence, and solemnly resigned his trust. So strange anact
was regarded with suspicion;he waß placed in confinement, and
thus, alone with God, he joyfully awaited his death, which took
place A.D. 1296.

OnMay 31, the Rev.Father O'Connell, of Hay,celebrated the
silver jubileeof his ordination as apriestinCarlow College, Ireland.
Severaladdresses of congratulationwerepresented to him, and he
wasalso the recipient of a purse of sovereigns,
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