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BIOGRAPHICAL GLEANINGS FOR NEXT
WEEK'S CALENDAR,

(Written for the N.Z. TABLET.)

JuLy 9, Bunday.-—Seventh Sunday after Pentecost.
w 10, Monday.—St. Poter Celestine.
n 11, Tuesday —St. James, Bishop of Nisibia,
» 12, Wednesday,— St. John Gualbert.
, 13, Thursday.—S8t. Eugenius.
o 14, Friday.—St. Bonaventure.
» 15, Saturday.—St. Henry IL., Emperor,

ST. BONAVENTURE,

&t. Bonaventure, the great light and ornament of the holy
Order of 8t. Francis, for his extraordinary devotion, ardent charity,
and emipent ekill in sacred learning, is surnamed the seraphic
doctor. He was born at Bagnorea in Tuscany, in the year 1221, of
pious parents. He was christened by the name of John, but after-
waords received that of Bonaventure, on the following ¢ccasion, In
the fourth year of his age he fell so dangerously sick that his lifs
was despaired of by the physicians. The mother in excessive prief
had recourse to the Almighty Physician by earnest prayer, and
going into Umbria cast herself at the feet of St, Francie of Assisium,
with many tears begging his intercession with God for the life of
her son. St. Franecis was moved to compassion by the tears of the
mother, and at his prayer the child recovered so perfect a state of
health that he was never known to be sick from that time till the
illness of which he died. The glorious saint, at whose petition God
granted this favour, saw himself near the end of his mortal courae,
and foretelling the graces which the Divine groodness prepared for
this child, cried out in prophetic rapture : ¢ & duwona renfura,’ that
is, in Italian, ‘Good luck,’ Whence the name Bonaventura was
given to the saint. The devout mother in gratitude consecrated her
son to God by vow, and was careful to inspire into him from the
cradle the most ardent sentiments of-piety. and to inure him to
asgiduous practices of self-denial, humility, vhedience and devotion,
Bonaventure from his infancy entered npon a religious course, and
appesred inflamed with the love of God as socon a8 he was capable of
knowing Him, His progress in his studies surprised his masters,
but that which he made in the science of the saints and in the
practice of every virtue was far more extraordinary. In 1245,
being twenty-four years of age, he entered into the Order of St
Francis,

He was the friend of St, Thomas Agquinas, who asked him one
day whence he drew his great learning, 8t Bonaventure replied by
pointing to his crucifix, At another time bt. lhomas found him in
ecstacy while writing the life of 8t. Francis, nnd exclaimed : ‘ Let
us leave & saint to write of a saint,” St. Bonaventure was the guest
and adviser of St. Lonis, and the director of St. Isabella the
King's siater,

At the age of thirty-five he was made general of the Order ;
and only escaped another dignity, the Archbishopric of York, by
dint of tears and entreaties, Gregory X. appointed him Cardinal
Bishop of Albano. and he sat at that Pontiff's right hand, and spoke
firgt at the Council of Lyons. His piety and elogquence won over the
Greeks to Catholic union, and then his strength failed, He died
while the Council was sitting, and was buried by the assembled
Bishops, A.D, 1274.

5t. Bonaventure was s very prolific writer, Gerson, the learned
Chancellor of Parig, satd of them : ‘They seem to me the most
proper for the instruction of the faithful, They are solid, safe,
pious, and devont ; and he keeps as far as he can from niceties ; not
meddling with logical or physical questions which arve foreign to the
matter in hand. XNor is there any doctrine more sublime, more
divine, or more conductive to piety.” Trithemius, in speaking of the
writinge of this great Doctor, says: ‘ Whoever would be both learned
and devout, let him read the works of 5t, Bonaventurs.’

ST, PETER CELEBTINE,

As achild Peter had visions of gur Blessed Lady, and of the
angels and saints, They encouraged him in his prayer, and chided
him when he fell into any fault. At school, he made great progress
in etudy, but still longed for the heavenly favours of his ebildhood,
and at the age of twenty left his home in Apulia (Italy) toliveina
mountain solitude. Here he passed three yesrs, assaulted by the
evil spirits, bus consoled by angels’ visits, After this, his seclusion
was invaded by disciples, who refused to be sent away ; and the rule
of life which he gave them formed the foundation of tke Celeetine
Order, Angels are said to have assisted in the church which Peter
built, and unseen bells to have rung peals of surpassing sweetness,
and heavenly music to have filled the sanctuary, when he offered
the Holy Sacrifice, Suddenly he found himself torn from his loved
solitnde by his election to the Papal throne. Resistance was of no
avail, After a reign of four months Peter summoned the cardinals
to his presence, and solemnly resigned his trust, So strange an act
was regarded with suspicion ; he was placed in confinement, and
thue, alone with God, he joyfully awaited his death, which took
place A.D. 1296,

On May 31, the Rev. Father O'Connell, of Hay, celebrated the
silver jubilee of his ordination as & priest in Carlow College, Ireland.
Saveral addresses of congratulation were presented to him, and he
was also the recipient of a purse of sovereigns,

VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,

LIMITED,
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ESTABLISHED 1849,

Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright,
Stephenson and Co,)

This Old-Established Company sccepts

FIRE RISKS cn buildings and Contents of every des-
eription, also on grain in field.

MARINE RISKS on Wool from sheep’s back to London,
and on goods shipped coastwise or to any port in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
in positions of trust.

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY,

Further information to be had from any of the Company’s
Representatives.

Hend Offices for New Zealand - NO. 5 BOND STREET,

JAMES EDGAR,

Manager for New Zealand.
STEAM ARTESIAN WELL BSINKER

Houge and Banitary Plumber. Hot and Cold Water
Services. Founder and General Engineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Tital Steel Windmill. Creamery and
Butter Factory Machinery. Contractor to the Central
Dairy Company. Pumps, Pipes, Rams, Gasfittings, eto.,
etc., fixed at Lowesat Rates. Estimates and Plans on
Application.

THOMAS DANKES,
Providence Works, Lichfield street, Christchurch, N.Z.

THE LATEST PAMPHLET TO READ.

“The Church and Commercs, Industry, Sciences,
and Arts,"

Nlustrating in a striking and most interesting manner that the
Catholic Church has at all times been the mother of all the factors
of true civilisation,

Written by the VERY REV. FATHER LE MENANT DEB
CHESNAIS, 8. M, V.G, Price - 6d.

We have also a number of

““ OUT OF THE MAZE,"”

by the same author.  Price . 6d.

Copies may be had by sending postal notes or stampa to
J. J. CONNOR, TaBLET Office,

CITY HOTEL,

DUNEDIR,

Having LEASED m
HOTEL to Mesers, J,
CONNOR and J,

HARRIS, 1 have to
THANK the PATRONA
of the ‘City' for their

LIBERAL PATRONAGE;
and in bespeaking » Con-
tinuance of the same for
my successors I feel quite
satisfied that the reputa-
: tion the Hotel has enjoyed
will be fally maintained
under their Management,
J. F. NIXON

ITH reference to the above, we feel that it ig hardly necessary
to assure our Friends and the Patrons of the ‘ City ’ that no
effort will be spared on our part to merit the Patronage so liberally
bestowed on our esteemed predecessor,
J. F, CONNOR,
J. T HARRIS,

Proprietors
TWO WELLERS TOBACCO

Made from Extra Choice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAFT,
Gives a pleasant, cool smoke, Try it and it willgive you eatistaction,

N 0O 0 N D A XY 0 I
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT,

Insiat npon having NOONDAY,

L

HE Leading Xouse in CHRISTCHURCH for Drapery, Mantles, and

Underolathing

BEATH AND CO.



