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tier.' 1 was greatly pleased to know that Miss Theresa M'Grath's
noble conduct was recognised during that trying time, while the
Afridis besieped the fort for weeks in great numbers, Major Des-
voux's #kill in holding the fort was highly spoken of by the
Commander-in-Chief, and, s vacaney ogeurring, he was made Lien-
tenant.Colonel of the 3rd Ghorkas.

+

GENERAL.

The Catholic University Question.—Mr. Baifour, speak-
ing in the Honse of Commons recently, dectared that Great Britain
would never sancticn a Catholic university in Ireland unless pro-
fessoriul freedom was secured. The Nationalists were reported to
be bitterly disappointed at the Grovernment’s refusal to legislate.

The Irish National League of Great Britain—The
Executive of the Irish National Lengue of Great Britazin has made
public its annual repors, which isan eminently satisfactory docu-
ment, and shows a pleasing revival of National spirit all over Great
Britain. last year the total received from the branches was £1659
7s 8d ; this year it is £2060 10a 1d. That is to say, the Executive
has received thiv year about £ v mere than in the previous yvear.
The last few weeks of the finau uul year are those in which the sub-
scriptions flow 1n most largely.  Last year the sum received in the
fortnight preceding the Convention was £403 9s 6d ; this year the
sum received in the same period was £547 14s 94, showing an in-
crease of no less than £140 in that period for this year,

A Literary History of Ireland.—Dr. Douglas Hyde's
Literary History of Iretand, which has been looked forward to with
inteuse interest for monthe past, hag been published by Mr, Fisher
Unwin, It extends to over 650 pages, and, considering its subject,
is not, therefore, a work to be lightly judged or easily pronounced
upon. The literary history of Ireland has hitherto, for the most
part, been a fallow field, and even experts will hesitate to dogmatise
on an achievement such as this without considerable thought.
The Literary Iistory of Ireland (says the Freeman's Journal) is a
memorable book, and lifts Dr. Hyde at once into the position occu-
pied by Herculano in l'ortegal and Palacky in Bohen_lii?, for it is
not merely a contribution to the literature of lreland-—it is an event
in her annatls,

The Heroes of '98.-~Although 1898 ia past, the popular wave
of enthusiasm for the heroes of 1798 has not subsided. A meeting
was held the other day {says a Dublin correspondent) of the Execu-
tive Committee appointed to snperintend the erection of a statue of
Bartholomew Teeling at Collooney, Co. Bligo, and the following
districts were represented :-—S8ligo, Collooney, Ballyrush, Ballyso-
dare, Ballygawley, Calry. Coolaney, Ballymote, Ballintogher, Lara-
gan, and Geeragh, It wae decided that the monument should be
unveiled by Misa Maude Goune on Sanday, July 2, and that all
taking part in the yproceedings should wear green scarves, In
Dublin the Wolfe Tuone and 98 Memorial Association are taking
steps to organise reprular collections in the city in aid of the fund
for the erection of the National memorial to Walfe Tone and other
United Irishmen, A '93 movument is also to be erected in Clona-
kilty, Co. Cork.

The Irish Party and the Transvaal —In the article on the
Tranavaal, which appeared in the list issie of the N.Z. TABLET, we
referred to the fact that Catholice were debarred from becoming
members of the Legislatur - on account of their religion. This i8 a
sample of religrious toleration ny practised by an essentinlly Protes-
tant State. The Jews resident in the South African Republic
labour under the same disabihities. Had the boot been on the other
foot, that is, had such a law been in foree in a Catholic country, the
matter would have been repeatedly referred to as another awful
example of Catholic intolerance, Mr, Kruger ia a fine example of
what the fanaticat Protestant of a century or two ago was like
The Irishmen of Cape Colony know him well, and, as a cable
message of last week stated, they are astounded at the action of the
Nationulist inembers in the Ilouse of Commons extending thewr
sympathy to the DPresident of the Trausvaal. Another messuge
recetved last week was to the effect that 20,000 Jews and Catholics
in Witwatersrand demand the removal of the disabilities imposed
upon them under the present Transvaal laws.

Land Hunger in the West.—In the course of & letter in an
English contemporary, the Bishop of Clonfert says :—Much has been
already done for the West of Ireland by the Congested Districts
Board ; and they are now in & position of doing still more, The
men of the West will, [ hope, never forget what they owe to Mr. A,
Balfour, for the establishment of that Board, and for the railway
grants he gave to the West of Ireland, There will, no doubt, be a
Board of Agriculture also established for Ireland during the present
session, It is to be hoped that it will have large powers for dealing
with the graes farms in the West. There is no need of compulsion ;
plenty of land—uancaltivated, but excellent land—will be coming
into the market. The Board only needs the use of money, and it
can buy up these farms or estates, sub-divide, and re-sell them to
deserving agricultural tenants, who will cultivate them with the
labour of their own families, or, if need be, of a little extra help
during the busy seuson, This solution of the difficuity is simple,
and it will be fonnd to be efficucious. We have beiter land and
grite as good & climate in the West as they have in the North of
Ireland ; yet what p difference! The main reason is that in the
Korth the pood land is under cultivation ; but in the West, owing
to the iniquirgus laws of the past, it bay for the most part gone out
of cultivation, Let the land be cultivated to feed the people—
famine will dirappear, work will be found at home, the produce will
be in the country, the towns will bave better business—and con-
tentment will reign. There is one and only one effectual remedy
for Ireland’s lack of prosperity--cultivate the land, and make the
people the owners of the soil they till.

R. MACDONALD,

Tunnelling Under the Irish Sea.—The proposed tunnel
under the North Channel to connect the North of Ireland and Seote
land is attracting a good deal of attention. Among the supporters
of the project are the Marquis of Londonderry, forwerly Viceroy of
Irelard, the Earl of Rosebery, Earl Spenoer, and Viscount Wolseley,
commander-in-chief of the army. It is estimaied thatthe tunnel
will cost £10,000,000. and the promotersof the scheme intend to
to ask the Treasury to provide tho money. About two years ago
a deputation representing Ulster and the South.West of Sootland
was introduced to Mr, Ritchie, president of the Board of Trade, by
Mr. Arnold Forster, M.P. They came to ask the Government tor a
grant of £15.000 to carry out borings and sonndings. Mr Harrison
Hayter, past president Inst, C.F., said that the Irish tunnel would
be in deeper water than the English Channel tunnel, and that the
strata, instead of being chalk, consisted of silurian rocks and red
eandstone, After the necessary borings and BRrvey, an expenditure
of £200,000 would be required to sink a shaft and drive a heading,
which would set at rest the question of practicability, Mr. Barton,
C.E., said tha four routes had becn examined. and that any of them
would cost between eight and ten millions sterling. In the course
of a critical reply Mr. Ritclue said that he had seen estimtes as high
as 16 millions, It was a new departure to grang public money for
such a purpose, but the Government were prepared to enter into &
conference, and to give the swsistance of the engineering deparment
of the Board of Trade,

THE NEW BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

-

THE new Board of Agriculture for Ireland, which it is propossd
to establish, seems to be looked upon as an effort of the Govern-
ment to add another Board to the many already connected with
Dublin Castle. The Bill, introdnced by Mr, Gerald Balfour, has »
threefold object. It concentrates in one department responsible to
Parlisment the functions now performed by the Government in
regard to Irish agrionlsure throngh five or six departments. It
provides funds and machinery for carrying out work similar to that
done by the Congested Districts Boards, It slso breaks fresh
ground by providing funds for machinery for promoting technical
education in the towns, An income of abont £170,000 a year,
obtained from Imperial resonrces and the Irish Church fund is to be
placed at the disposal of the new department, Considerable excep-
tion has been taken to the financial proposals, which Mr. Dillon
describes ‘ as shabby and unsatisfactory.’ It is, however, a step in
the rizht direction. There has been a need for an institation which
would provide technical instruction in agriculture, while extending
some direct Btate help, through a respousible department, to the
chief industry of the country.

The new Board will be direotly responsible to Parliament, an
its heads are to be the Chief Secretary as president, and a vice-
president, who will also be & Minister. ~This second Parliamentary
official will be the active and directing chief of the new institu.
tion, and it is pretty obvious that Mr. Horace Plunkett, Member for
Bouth Dublin, 18 to have this lucrative post. The Board will take
over the work now carried on by a number of petty officers ; not,
of couree, superseding these offices, but amalgamating them into
the proposed additional department of Dublin Castle,

1t was not clear from the Chief Secretary's brief speech, in
introducing the measure, how far popular or elective elementa will
be represented in the Board of Agriculture, It is probable that the
County and Urban Councils may be permitted to nominate certain
members to seats on the new Board. Such a democratic feature of
the institution would be welcome of courss, ze a necessary and
reasonable ons in a body which would have such direct and constant
contact with all the existing local governing Couneils. The extent
of this representative element will nore or less determine the
character and worth of the measure from a popular point of view,

The total endowment of the new Board, ascording to the Chief
Secretary’s figures, will consist of £166,000 an annnal income, and
£100.000 of a capital pum. This latter sum is to be found in the
residue of the local taxation account of the Kstate Duty Act of 1896,
which was, of course, due to Ireland auyhow. The money to be
annaally voted by Parliament (already to a lurge extent allocated in
other ways) will comprise £78 000 out of the beer and spirit money ;
470,000 trom the Insh Charch Surplus Fund ; £12,000, representing
the savinga effected by the abolision of a judgeship or two; and
£6000, which will represent the present expanditure opon the Glas-
nevin Modet Farm and the Munster Dairy Schoeol and Agricultural
Institute, Cork. The £78,000 from the spirit licenses being already
in use for educationai purposes, will have to be replaced by an
equivalent Parliamentary grant, otherwise that amount would be
taken away from the Estimates for the needs of Irish education
each year.

The new Board will work mainly in three directions—that is,
there will be a department which will be concerned with agrienl-
tursl interests, another that will loovk after techaios! instrustion in
Irish industries, and there will be the work at present carried on for
the benefit of Irish fisheries by the body over which Sir Thomas
Brady had control for a number of years of most useful service.
The annual income ot the Board is to be apportioned in fixed suma
as follows, to these three purposes:——Agrienltare, abont #£120,000 ;
technical education, £20,000; and the remainder (less expenses) to
the promotion of Irish fisheries. The two last sums are minersbl
inadequate for the pressing needs of technical instruction in Irelnnc{
and the decaying fortunes of a once fourishing fishing induastry
round her coasts, In these two branches of the work of the new
Board there are enormous opportanities for improvement and pro-
gress, and it was fully expected from the liberal provisions which
were contained in Mr. Baifour's previous Bill {(that of last year)
that at least quadruple the sum now set apart for these two Pressing
interests would be provided.

MOA CYCLE WORKS, Stafford Steet, Timsrn, Repairs Carefully Executed, Machines
Built to Order, Aococeeories of every kicd on sale,



