
tier.' Iwasgreatlypleased to know that Miss Theresa M'Grath's
noble conduct was recognised during that trying time, while theAfridis besieged the fort for weeks ingreat numbers. Major Des-
voux's skill in holding the fort was highly spoken of by theCommander-in-Chief,and, a vacancy occurring, he was made Lieu-tenant-Colonelof the3rd Ghorkas.

GENEEAL.
The Catholic University Question.— Mr. Balfour,speak-

ing in theHou«e of Commons recently, declared" that GreatBritain
would never sanction aCatholic university in Ireland unless pro-
fessorial freedom was secured. The Nationalists werereported to
be bitterly disappointedat the Government's refusal to legislate.

The Irish National League of Great Britain— The
Executive of the Irish National League of Great Britainhas made
public its annual report, whichis an eminently satisfactory docu-
ment, and shows a pleasing revivalof National spirit allover Great
Britain. Last year the total received from thebranches was £1659
7s 8d;this year it is £20ti0 10s Id. That is to say,the Executive
has received this year about £ Id" more than in the previous year.
The last few weeks of the finau< ml ypar are those in which the sub-
scriptions flow inmobt largely. Last year the sum receivedin the
fortnight preceding the Convention was £403 9s 6d ; this year the
sum received in the carae period was £547 14s 9d, showingan in-
crease of no less than £140 in that periodfor this year.

A Literary History of Ireland.— Dr. Douglas Hyde's
Literary History of Ireland,which has been looked forward to with
intense interest for months past, has been published by Mr. Fisher
Unwin. Itextends to over (550pages, and, considering its subject,
is not, therefore,a work to be lightly judged or easily pronounced
upon. The literaryhistory of Ireland has hitherto, for the most
part,been a fallow field,andeven experts will hesitate todogmatise
on an achievement such as this without considerable thought.
The Literary History ofIreland (says the Freeman's Journal) is a
memorable book, andlifts Dr. Hyde at once into the position occu-
pied by Herculano in Portugal and Palacky in Bohemia, for it is
not merely a contribution to theliterature of Ireland

—
itis an event

in her annals.
The Heroes of '98-— Although 1898 is past, the popular wave

of enthusiasm for theheroes of 1798 has not subsided. A meeting
washeld the other day (says a Dublin correspondent)of theExecu-
tiveCommittee appointed tosuperintend theerection of a statueof
Bartholomew Teeling at Collooney, Co. Sligo, and the following
districts were represented:— Sligo, Collooney, Ballyrush, Ballyso-
dare, Ballygawley, Calry.Coolaney, Ballymote,Ballintogher, Lara-
gan, and Geeragh. Itwas decided that the monument should be
unveiled by Miss Maude Gonne on Sunday, July 2, and that all
taking part in the proceedings phould wear green scarves. In
Dublin the Wolfe Tone and '98 Memorial Association are taking
steps toorganise regular collections in the city in aid of the fund
for the erection of the National memorial to Wolfs Tone and other
United Irishmen. A '98 monument is also to be erected in Clona-
kilty,Co. Cork.

TheIrishPartyand the Transvaal— in thearticle on the
Transvaal, which appearedin the list iesue of the N.Z. Tablet,we
referred to the fact that Catholics were debarred from becoming
members of the Legislatur "onaccount of their religion. This is a
sampleof religious toleration as practised by anessentially Protes-
tant State. The Jews resident in the South African Republic
labour under thesame disabilities. Had the bootbeen on the other
foot, that is, hadsuch a law been in force ina Catholic country, the
matter would have been repeatedly referred to as another awful
exampleof Catholic intolerance. Mr. Kruger is a fine example of
what the fanatical Piotebtant of a century or two ago was like
The Irishmen of Cape Colony know him well, and, as a cable
message of last week stated, they are astounded at the action of the
Nationalist members in the House of Commons extending their
sympathy to the President of the Transvaal. Another message
receivedlast week was to the effect that 20,000 Jews and Catholics
in Witwatersrand demand the removal of the disabilities imposed
uponthem under the present Transvaal laws.

Land Hungerin the West.— In the courseof a letter in an
English contemporary, theBishop of Clonfertsays:

— Muchhas been
already done for the West of Ireland by the Congested Districts
Board ;and they are now in a position of doing still more. The
men ofthe West will,Ihope,never forget what they owe to Mr. A.Balfour, lor the establishment of that Board, and for the railway
grants he gave to the Westof Ireland. There will,no doubt,be a
Board of Agriculture alsoestablished for Irelandduring thepresent
session. Itis tobe hoped thatit willhave large powers for dealing
with the grass farms in the West. There is noneed of compulsion;
plenty of land

—
uncultivated,but excellent land— will be coming

into themarket. The Board only needs the use of money,and it
can buy up these farms or estates,sub-divide, and re-sell them to
deserving agricultural tenants, who will cultivate them with the
labour of their own families, or, if need be, of a little extra help
during thebusy season. This solution of the difficulty is simple,
and it will be found to be efficacious. We have better land and
quite as gooda climate in the West as they have in the North of
Ireland;yet whata difference! The main reason is that in t,he
North the good land is under cultivation;but in the West, owing
to the iniquitous Jaws of thepast, ithas for themost part gone out
of cultivation. Let the laud be cultivated to feed the people—
famine will disappear,work will be ioundat home,the produce will
be in the country, the towns will have better business

—
and con-

tentment will reign. There is one and only one effectual remedy
for Ireland's lack of prosperity

—
cultivate the land, and make the

people the owners of the soil they till.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Thursday, July 6, 1890
TunnellingUnder the Irish Sea.— The proposed tunnel

under theNorthChannel toconnect the North of IrelandandScot- Ilandis attracting a gooddealof attention. Among the supporters
"

of theproject are the Marquis of Londonderry, formerly ViceroyofIreland, theEarl of Rosebery,Earl Spencer,and Viscount Wolseley,commander-in-chiefof the army. It is estimated that the tunnelwill cost £10,000,000. and the promotersof the scheme intend toto ask the Treasury to provide tho money. About two yearsagoa deputation representing Ulster and the South-West of Scotlandwas introduced to Mr. Ritchie, president of the Board of Trade,byMr. Arnold Porster,M.P. They came toask the Government for a
grant of £15.000 tocarryout boring's and soundings. Mr HarrisonHayter, past president Inst. C.E.,said that the Irish tunnel wouldbe indeeper water than the English Channel tunnel, and that thestrata, instead of being chalk, consisted of silurian rocks andredsandstone. After the necessaryborings and survey,anexpenditureof £200,000 would be required to siuk a shaft and driveaheading,which wouldset at rest the questionof practicability. Mr. Barton,C.E., said that four routes hid been examined,and that any of themwouldcost betweeneight and ten millions sterling. In the courseof a critical replyMr. Ritchie said thathe hadseen estirates ashighas 16millions. Itwasa new departureto grantpublic money forsuch apurpose, but the Government were prepared to enter into aconference, and to give the absiatance of the engineeringdeparment
of theBoard of Trade.

THE NEW BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

The new Board of Agriculture for Ireland, which, it iaproposed
to establish, seems to be looked uponas aneffort of the Govern-ment to add another Board to the many alreadyconnected withDublin Castle. The Bill,introduced by Mr. Gerald Balfour,has athreefold object. Itconcentrates in one department responsibletoParliament the functions now performed by the Government inregard to Irish agriculture through five or air departments. Itprovidesfunds andmachinery for carrying out work similar to thatdone by the Congested Districts Boards. It also breaks freshgroundby providing funds for machinery for promoting technicaleducation in the towns. An income of about £170,000 a year,
obtainedfromImperial resourcesand theIrishChurch fund is tobeplacedat the disposal of thenew department. Considerableexcep-tionhas been taken to the financial proposals, which Mr. Dillondescribes 'as shabby and unsatisfactory.' It is,however,a step inthe r'ght direction. Therehas been a need for an institution whichwouldprovide technical instructionin agriculture, whileextendingsome direct State help, through a responsible department,to thechief industry of thecountry.

The new Board will be directly responsible to Parliament,asits heads are to be the Chief Secretary as president,and a vice-president,who will also be a Minister. This secondParliamentaryofficial willbe the active and directing ohief of the new institu-tion,anditis pretty obvious thatMr. Horace Plunkett,Member forSouth Dublin, is to have this lucrative post. The Board will take
over the work nowcarried on by a number of petty officers; not,of course, superseding theße offices, but amalgamating themintothe proposed additional departmentof DublinCastle.It was not clear from the Chief Secretary's brief speech,inintroducing themeasure,how far popularorelective elements will
be representedin theBoard of Agriculture. Itis probablethat the
County andUrban Councils may be permitted to nominate certain
members toseats on thenew Board. Such a democratic feature ofthe institution would be welcomeof course, as a necessary andreasonable one ina body which wouldhavesuch directandconstant
contact with all the existinglocal governingCouncils. The extentof this representative element will more or less determine thecharacter and worthof the measure froma popular pointof view.The total endowmentof thenew Board, according to the ChiefSecretary's figures, will consist of £166,000 an annual income,and£100.000 of a capitalsum. This latter sum is to be found in the
residue of the local taxationaccountof the EstateDuty Act of1896
which was, of course, due to Ireland anyhow. The money to b«
annually voted by Parliament (already to a largeextentallocatedinother ways) will comprise £78,000 outof thebeer and spiritmoney;£70,000 trom the IrishChurch Surplus Fund; £12,000, representingthe savings effected by the abolition of a judgeship or two; and£<JOOO, which will represent thepresent expenditureuponthe Glas-
nevin Model Farm and the Munster Dairy School and AgriculturalInstitute,Cork. The £78,000 from theBpirit licenses being alreadyin use for educational purposes, will have to be replaoed by anequivalent Parliamentarygrant,otherwise that amount would be
taken away from the Estimates for the needs of Irish educationeach year.

The newBoard will work mainly in three directions— that is,
there will be a departmentwhich will be concerned with agricul-
tural interests, another that will look after technical instruction in
Irish industries,and there will be the workat present carriedon for
the benefit of Irish fisheries by the body over which Sir ThomasBrady had control for a number of yearsof most useful service.The annual income of the Boardis to be apportionedin fixedsumsas follows, to these three purposes:— Agriculture, about £120,000 "
technical education, £20,000; and the remainder (less expenses) tothepromotionof Irish fisheries. The two last sums are miserablyinadequatefor thepressing needs of technical instructioninIreland,
and the decaying fortunes of a once flourishing fishing industry
roundher coasts. In these two branches of the work of the newBoard there are enormousopportunitiesfor improvement and pro-
gress,and it waa fully expected from the liberal provisions which
werecontained in Mr. Balfour's previous Bill (that of last year)
thatat least quadruplethesum nowset apartfor these twopressinginterests would be provided.
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