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cast. It is proposed to stage the play in a thoroughly up-to-date
style in the near future, in aid of several deserving objecta con-
nected with the Church,

The great Early History Carnival, which was continued for 12
nights, terminated on Haturday last, Throughout the seawon the
carnival was well patroniced. On the evening of Queen’s Birthday
espevially there was scarcely standing rom 10 the spacious Opera
House. Businces at the various stalls haa been s good that there
waa very little Ieft, in the way of stock, The art union in connection
with the varmival will Le drawn fo-night ( Monday).

General sati-faction iy felt at the reports ot the sueeessful
missionary labuurs, iu W ~tland, of Lis Loodohip the Bishop and i
energetic co-worker, the Hev. Father Grogrgran, S0, a1 d the generous
response to their appeal for funds for the now cathiedral,  Iis Lord-
ship 18 expected to retarn to this city towards the end of June, and
afterwards will continue the visitution of the Canterbury portion of
the diecese.

TIMAR U

(From our own correspondent.}
May 2,

A representative meeting of the ladies of the parish was held
in the Sisters’ sehoolroom, un Sunday last, the object of which was
to make arrangements for a bazaar to be held about the end of the

£ar,

Y The usua)l weekly meeting of the Timaru Aloysian Club was
held on Tuesday lust, the 23rd inst., under the presidency of Rev.
Father McDonnell, the programme for the evening being a debate.
‘ Republicenism v, Monarchy.” Some good speaking took place on
both gides. At the conclusion a vote was taken, the result béing
a tie.

A four days' bazaar was opened in the St Andrew's Library
hall, on May the 2tth, the object being to raise funds for the erece
tion of a church in that district. The want of a church has long
been felt by the people of St. Andrew's. and it is thought the time
has now arrived for an effort to be made towards mesting the prow-
ing needa of that district. A wsite for the proposed new church hag
already been gecured, The hall, which had been tastefully
decorated for the occasion, presented a very charming and inviting
appearance with its stalls laden with useful and ornamental articles.
The affair was a great success,
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RAILWAY MONOPOLIES.

>

HOW THEY STRANGLE INDUSTRIES

STeAM by land and sea has given an immense impetus to commerce
during the past guarter of a century, The development and im-
provement of the fieets of steam-driven vessels have put the pro-
ducers of the most remote conntries nearly on an equality with those
residing near the great markets of the world, Campetition on the
ocean highways has kept down freight charges to reasonable limits.
In this respect railway companies are on a different footing from
those corporations who act as carriers at sea, The former hasve prac-
tically a moncpoly of the carrying trade in the distriets throngl
which their lines run, the latier have a free kighway and muay
compete, or be competed with, as the caso may be, by wny similar
company. It would be little benefit to the settlers in remote parts
of, say, this Colony, to bave a low rate of freight prevailing trom
our ports to London or ¢lsew here, if they did not Liave the leces-ary
facilities for yetting their produce at a reasonable rate to the
nearest seaport, Thanks to the foresight of the early seitlers of this
and the other colonies, the raillways are. in the main, the property
of the State, and are worked not »0 much for making a percentaye
on cost of construction, as for the development of the country.
Now and again the residents of certain districts protest againsg
the anomalies to be found in the classification of goods by the rail-
way aunthorities. but when the protest is well grounded, agitatiou
or gentle pressure is sufficient to remove, or, at least, ameliorate
the evil, We admit that the managrement ot gur railways is not
perfect, that sometimes sufticient sncouragement is not given to a
struggling industry, an illusiration of which was given in
& magter which came up before a recent meeting of the West-
port Harbour Board. A deputation appeared before the
Board for the purpoese of urging that the charges of hanlage on
the railway from the Cardiff eoal mine should be reduced, other-
wise it would have to be closed, 1t was pointed out that this was
a matter of preat importance to the 500 or (00 people, whe would
have to sacrifice their homes and clear out, The men already
worked for 3d per ton less than winers elsewhere, ta allow the
company to pay the heavy charges, Last year 119 men were at
work in the mine, and last week there were thirty-seven, and only
ten of those profitably engaged at worlk getting coal. There were
now forty men idle, The company would open out in 4 new aml
promising place if they got encouragement from the Railway
Department, After discussion, it was decided to recommend the

- Government to reduce the rates as a tentative measure for one year

by one penny per ton from Denniston, thre epence trom Granity, and
sixpence from Mokihinui, involving a loss to the harbour revenue
of £3500. The relief to the companies on the basis of the output
for last yesr would be : Denniston, one peany per ton (L£750),
Granity, threepence (£1250 on 100,000 tous cutput) ; Cardiff and
Mokihinui, sixpence (£1500 on 60,000 tous). Had our railways
been in the hands of private companies, with a monopoly of the
carrying trade, and perhaps interested in some other mine, the
request would go unheeded, but the Government cannct do this,
and there is littie doubt that, if the grievance is a genuine one,
relief of erome kind will be given,

BEATH AND Co,,

RATLWAY MONODFOLY IN SMLETIC,

Not alone do the grens raslw ay companiis of the United States
place a heavy handicap on the farming vammunity in the ceniral
Ftates by impo-ing excessive charges, hut they, 1n u great meusure,
control the prices which the tarme s pet for their prodnce, The
big rulwuy magnate 1, very often ihe pariner in some com-
pany parcha-ing largely in the disteete thirongh whieh the railroad
passee. 1t the farners decline (o el ag prives areangel by the
manopoltsts they are withoul an outlet for their prodluce, as the
reilways muy decline to traneport it Lo the moarest so aport. - if they
du 5o it muy be ab rutes so exeve-ave is Lo leave no wuyrin of profit
to the pradue.ra Theve nre peeple o this Colony wh ninagine
that if the railways were in the hands of piivaie companies hey
wouald Le manared mare peo onooge He and ar fhes e jfme mare
in the infercsts of the settlers, A& sHght neqneint viee with the
state of affuire which prevails 1 the Uimpod Stalok, and i oolder
countries oo, would convines them of therr utstake.

RAILWAY MANMGCMENT IN I[lL‘l.A‘\:D.

In Ireland the railroads are owned by corporatious, some of
whom control the trade of a whole provinee, with ihe result that
many industrics bave been kept at'a stand-still, or have gone back
during recent years, in conscquence of the exeeasive rates charged
for the carriage of woods. In Denmark and other countries of the
Continent, paivrnal Governments are doing evorything to mprove
the guoality of the article produced, and the ruilway authoritics
krowing that inereascd praduction means inc:eased prosperity, do
their part by improving their rolling stock, especinily that devoted
tv the carriag: ot perishalle goods, and by lawerimg their rates to
a reasontable stanard, The Irik railw y campauies huve not kept
pace with the times, except in the payment of substantial dividends,
Their rolling stovck is obsolete in wany instances, heing the same
for the past guarter of a century, whilst their charees for goods
have been such as to place the Irish farmer and merchant at a
decided dirzdvantage when vompeting in the Bnglish markets with
their more favoured neighbours across the channel. Mr, Field, M P,,
drew the attention of the Honose of Cooimons sonu- time apo to thia
state of affairs. and showed how Irish industry of cvery kind was
being killed by the selfishness of the railway compinies, Mr,
Field is a cattle dealer in a large way, and as his business takes
him, not alone to all parts of Ireland. but al-o to England and
Beotland, ke is competent to speak on railway matters, 8o ~trong
was the case against the rarlway compnies of Ireland that the
Hengneinl News took the malter up, and in a series of articles
showed how the companies wero steadily ruining Irveland, and keep-
ing the Irish producer out of the English inarkets, The Noww
declates this to by * undoubtedly a grenuine Iri~h grievance,’ and the
London Zemes, in view of the fact that there 13 one highly paid
railway director m Ireland for every ten miles of  railroa.d,
remarkd : * We are not oppesed tu any wethed of dealing w th the
Irsh railways, whether involving Stale posgersion or “Mate manuges
ment.

LOCAL INDUSTRIEs RUINLD,

The 7nancial News then institutes compari~on= hotween the
charges on the Insh and Euglish ralway-, 1t ~ays — The average
fares in Ireland are 8o per cont hyrlier than in Boolad, anid, asg
the necessary effeet of thes prohubitiyg rates, wliile (ach inbabitant
of England makes an an average 23 raldway journeys yearly, and
the wvernye tor Seotland 1s 11 ircand it 19 anly four. In come
adinirable papers, whieh e bion n publelied from the forf-
weghtly fevicwe, the ate Mr, Charles W anng, the eminent raflway
contractor, wad able to demuonstrate that the culuvation of Iren
Hax had Leen almost destioyel by the excesive railg ay charges,
awd that Beltust hinen manufactirees are able to impart Hax trom
panty east of Ghent (in Belzimm) by way ot Hail {Englnd) at
lower rates than tor the sbort baul of S0 piles from Duoncpal. Mr.
Wariny al-o wrote Al effurts o 1ovive the wooilo FENIUUIS JATIRE Y
Ireland have been frustratod Ly bizh rate-, I'he ratlways have
killed the milling indu-rry.  Witeeus S that 30l may geung
siletit wills in reland by the thoveand, T troighits turn the scale
againsy the home producer A pureel which travels i unles 1n
tingland for 6d costs (double the sumy Is for o) wiles in dreland, ?

It then goes on to say that if the companics had conepired to
destroy the trade of the councry they coubl not have suco eded more
effectually, and point cut certain exorbibint charges fu suppors of
this ptatement.  [ere i~ how the rallway nanarement bas attected
the bacon trade .—Within the last 1y jears Denmark h < opened
and developed the bucon trade with Bngland, aund i alrewly & rival
of Ireland ; but the pig meut conts less to convey fromn Dennark to
Lendon than from almost any port of Irelund, Nor i thi~ uil.
The railways, while dircouraging the production and sale of TIii-h
prgs and bacon, encourage the mtreduction ot Auw riea lnson 1uto
Irelund.  Coals are, in fact, convesed to Newenste from 3000 Ditlos
across the sea at Jower rates tha 1the native buel, A tou o] Auerie n
bacon curried au hour’s journey by rait frowm Bedfast to Dunginnen
costa 105 ¢ a tom of Irish bacon tiken from Dunvanmnon to bl Fast
coets s 30d. A Beoteh emrer. formeriy buying frish pigs, was
compelled by the frequent delays in trapsit to secore another
market. He found that be could obtain what fe reuired frem
Denmark at a considerably lower ¢harre fur in ivht and m a'uoss
as (quick time, and his custom was lost to Ereland,

THE UISINING TRADE HAMPLUERD.

It is then shown that thousands of fizhermen are living in want
on the coasy of Gulway, Donegal, ete, vy owing 10 the railn ay
charges 2 d to the want of the nece-sary favilities tor the eonvey.
ance of fi-h, they are unable to take wdvantage ot the Fushish
markets. ‘Thousands ot men,” proceeds the same auathority, * on
whom tens of theasands depend for bread—n 'y bread i3« Iuvury
to these people—and born ~within reach of the wpray oi the Western
Ocean, are ready for the fisheries, the granite quarries. and the eul-
tivation of the almost virgin soils still within o day's journey of the
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