
(From our own correspondent).
May6.

Thelargest congregation ever assembled ina Catholic church in
Wellington was present in St.Joseph's on Sunday evening1 on the
occasion of the closing of the mission,every available space being
utilised. After the Rosary had been recited theYen. Archdeacon
Devoy, on behalf of himself end theparishioners,thanked his Grace
and the Rev. Father Ainsworth for conducting the mission, the
result of which had far exceeded his expectations,and which would
bring downon theparish innumerable blessings and favours from
Almighty God. His Grace,onhis own account and on behalf of
Father Ainsworth,by whom, he said,hehadbeenmost ably assisted,
congratulatedone and all on the great success which had attended
the mission. They were shortly leaving Wellington to conduct
similar missions throughout the archdiocese, and he hoped the
people of Te Aro parish would pray that those might be aa suc-
cessful as their own had been. He also thanked them for the
generous manner in which they had responded to his appeal for
subscriptions towards the CathedralFund. If the other towns did
proportionately well he would,ata time not so far distant as many
supposed, have theprivilege and honour of laying the foundation
btone of a cathedral which would accommodate 3,000people. That
such a building was an absolute necessity anyone in the church
that evening could readily see. The subject of the final sermon
was Perseverance

— 'He that perseverethto the end shall be Bayed.'
Inithis Grace urged the absolute necessity of persevering to theend, and said Christ had shown the necessarymeans in His words
1 Watch and pray

'—
watch that we may know the dangers that

continually surround us,and pray for grace and strength to over-
come them. He concluded by "exhorting all to join the Sacred
Heart Society, for there was no better means of ensuring persever-
ance than by btivg a practical member. Before Benedictionof the
Messed Sacrament hi.s Grace conferred on those preeent the special
blessing of the Sovereign Pontiff. At Benediction his Grace was
the celebrant, with Father Mahoney ('cacon,and Father Maloney
&üb-deaoon. Congregational ringing was the rule oneveryevening1

of the mis-ion.
TheVeryRev. Dr.Pe^tre.S.M.,Provincial of the Marist Orderin

Xew Zealand, has taken up his residence inTe Aro, wherehe will
stay tor a lenathenedperiod.

As a result of the entertainment recently givenby the Te Aro
Dramatic Club, in aid of the bisters of Compassion, the nunshave
received a cheque for thehandsome sumof £41 odd. The club ia to
be congratulatedon the finiancial success of the venture.

On Tuesday Dr. Mackin held a houeewarming in his newresidence,'R^strevor,' inMarion street. Thehouse isa spacious one
containing over twenty rooms A breakfast was given in themorn-
ing,and inthe evening,Dr.and Mrs.M.tckin's hospitality wasagain
bhown to tbeir many iriends, and a delightful evening was spent.
Amonj those present werehis Grace ArchbishopRedwoodand some
of the local clergy.

Itwas announced in the churches on Sunday, that, although
the matter U not yet finally decided, thenew Catludral will in all
probability be situated in Buckle street. Mr. M. Kennedy, whose
generosity is ptoverbial,hasgiven the authorities the offer of a site
txtendiug from St. Joseph's Church to Tory street, in lieu of his
promised donation of £1,000. Had we a few morecitizens such as
hr, the building wouldbe verysoon erected. The advisability of
securing a site such as this must beapparent to all whohaveresided
in Wellington. Itis ina position almo3t central andinafew years'
tiLue will be right in theheart of the city.

Hit,Grace Archbishop Redwood, accompanied by Rev. FatherAinsworth, leftby the Haupiri on Thursday evening forNelson to
continue their missionary work.

Ata meetiDgof St.Joseph's Choir it was unanimously decided
to ask the Rev. Father O'Shea to accept the office of presidentof
the choir, rendered vacant by the resignation of theRev.Father
Ainsworth.

St.Joseph'sChoir has acceptedFather Lane's invitation tosing
the Mass on theoccasion of the opening of the church atPetoneon
the 1Ith inst.

The Rev. Father O'Shea, whohas been away on a holiday,re-
turned during the weekmuchbenefited by his trip.

A churuh is to be built at Pahiatua. The contract for its
erection has been let, and theRev.T. McKennaexpectsthebuilding
to be completed inabout four months.

Rev. Brother Mark, Superior of the Marist BrothersinNewZealand,is visiting the SouthIsland on a tour of inspection.
The Rev.Father Power, of Hawera,paid Wellington a flying

visit this week. He wasdownon business.

An esteemed young correspondent from Southlandsends us (N.Z
Tablet)— veryappropriately for themonth of May

—
the following

hymn to the Blessed Virgin from the pen of the American pcet,
Edgar Allen Poe :—

1Atmorn,at noon, at twilight dim,
MariaI thou hast heard myhymn!
Injoy and woe,in goodand ill,
Mother of God,be withmestill!
When thehours flew brightly by,
Andnot a cloud obscured the sky,
My soul, lest itshould truant be,
Thy gracedid guide to thine and thee;
Now whenstormsof Fate o'ercast
Darkly my Present andmy Past.
Let myFuture radiant shine
With sweethopesof tbee and thine !'

OurSouthland friend inquiresifEdgar AllenPoe wasa Catholic.
Whereunto we make reply and say that Poe never was a Catholic,
normade much,if any,professionof any religious belief during the
courseof a life which wascut short in IS4'.) by drink and other
etc Hst-s. I'oe had,however,his saner andmorerepentant moments.
They brought tohim whirlwinds of bitter remorse, gave himbright
g'imp'x at the beautiful worldof virtue that lay off his track,and
resolutions Lhat melted before temptation like the morning inifet<
before the sun. Inthis respect he resembled the unfortunate, but
moregifted, Irish poet, James Clarence Mangan, who died in the
same year,and likePoe, ina publichospital. Itis possible that in
his better moods Poemay have recognised the beauty and elevating
character of Catholic devotion to Our Lady. Many Protestant poets
have penned lines of great beauty in her honour. Cesare Cantu,
the distinguished Italianhistorian,quotes in his discourses a poem
in honour of the Blessed Virgin written in Italian by Byron at
Ravenna. The poem, whichlies before v«. is a gem of devotional
feeling,butas faraswe have been able todiscover, itis not included
in any of hiscollected works.

In the third cantoof his Lady of the Laid,Sir Walter Scott
puts the following eveninghymn into the mouth of the fair Ellen
as she and her father are about to spend their first night in the
Goblin-cave:—:

—
'Aye Maria!Stainlessstyled!

Foul demons of the earthand air,
From this their wonted hauntexiled,

Shall flee before thy presence fair.
We bow us toour lot of care,

Beneath thy guidance reconciled ;
Hear for amaid amaiden's prayer,

And for a father hear a child.'
Wordsworth, who was a thorough-going member of the Church

of England, went farther and did better than Scott in the famous
lines which he addressed to Our Lady in oneof his ecclesiastical
sonnets :—:

—
'
Mother ! whose virgin bosom wasurcrost

With the least shade of thought tosin allied;
Woman !aboveall women glorified,
Our taintednature's solitary boast;
Purer than foam on central ocean tost,
Brighter thaneastern skies at daybreak strewn
With fancied roses, than theunblemished moon
Beforeher wanebegins on heaven's blue coast,
Thy image falls to earth. Yet some,Iween,
Notunforgiven, the suppliantknee mightbend,
As to a visible power, in whichdidblend
All that was mixedand reconciled in thee, |
Of mother's love with maiden purity,
Of high withlow,celestial with terrene.'

Side by side with Wordsworth's lovely sonnet (says the late
Father Bridget,C.SS.R.) must alwaysbe puofd the lines in which
Southey has depicted devotion to the Bitb^td \ irgin, as the etlcol
andclimax of soenic beauty :—:

—
'How calmly, gliding through the dark-blue sky,
The midnight moonascends !
The watchman on thebattlements partakes
The stillness of the solemn hour ; he feels
The silence of the earth, the endless sound
Of flowing waters soothes him,and the stars
Which in that brightest moonlight well-nigh quenched,
Scarce visible,as in theutmost depth
Of yonder sapphireinfinite, are seen,
Draw on withelevating ii-fluence
Towards eternity the attemperedmind.
Musing onworlds beyond the grave he stands,
Andto theVirgin Mother silently
Breithes forth herhymn of praise.'

In someof his prose Southey was strongly anti-Catholic. Hi.s
better and finer sentiments cameout in his poems. Longfellow and
ooher poets might al«o be quoted for their sense ot the spiritual
beauty and worth of devotion to Our Lady. But we have con-
tented ourselves withreferring to four such representativeBritish
po3ts asByron,Scott, Wordsworth,and Southey. Itis beyor.d the
scope of these brief lines to refer to themanner in which,during
the past fifty years, devotion to the Blesyed Virgin has spnad
amonga large and steadily growing sectionof the AnglicanChurch
The old Cathoho sentiment was, perhaps,never quite dead in the
Establishment. Bishop JosephHall (1574-1856")— who was much
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persecuted for his supposedleanings toPuritanism
—

gaveexpression
to itover twoand ahalf centuries ago in the followingremarks on
the words which the Angel Gabriel said to Mary :—:

—'
Butbow gladly do we ce^ond the Angel in his praise of her,

which was moreouis than his ' flow justly do we hies? her, whom
the angels pronounced bleeped! How worthily is she honouredof
men, whom the Angel proclaimedbeloved of God I 0 blessed Mary,
he cannot bless tbee. he cannot honour thee toomuch, that deifies
thee not 1 That w hich the Augel said of thee, thou hast prophesied
of thyself;we believe the Angel said of thte:" All generations
shallcall theeblessed," by the fruit of whose womb all generations
are blessed.'
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