
Comgall, or, ashe is moreproperly called,Coemgal,therenowedabbotof Bangor, wasof the distinguished familyof Dalaradia. Hisfather's name wasLedua,and his mother's, Briga. Itis said that
St. Patrick foretold his birth sixty years before he was born asJocelyn relates : 'St. Patrick being in the district of Bangor, wa«
asked to erect a monastery there,buthe refused, saying, that sixty
yearshence a child of light wouldbe born,named Combgal (beauti-
fulpledge) who wouldestablish a celebratedchurch and monastery
intheplace.' The Annals of Ulster assign the year 616 as that ofhis birth.

He wasplaced under the instruction of able mastera until habecame well versedin various branches of learning,particularly in
theology.

He then went to themonastery of Cloneagh inLeinster, which
was then governed by St. Fintan, who received him kindly, and
admittedhim a member of his community. Here he remainedfor
several years with St. Fintan, who, at length, finding him fully
qualified for thepurpose, advisedhim toreturn tohis owncountry,
and form some religious establishment. He soon after enteredinto
Holy Orders;and we are told that he was ordained byBishop
Lugidus of Clonmacnoise. Hepreached for some time through the
provinceof Ulster, making a greatreligious impressionby his fervid
eloquenceand piety.

Comgall was strongly tempted at this time to join those
missionary bands of Irish ecclesiastics that were propagating the
Gospel in Britain and on the Continent, but he was advised by
Lugidus and other holy men to remain athome. We are told that
he spent sometime insolitude and prayer in an island on Lough
Lrne, and that soonafterwards he founded the Monastery of Ban-
chor, now Bangor, near the town of Carrickfergus, about theyear559.

Comgalldrew up rules for the government of his monastery.
Inthe Acts of St.Kitranheisnamed among the eight chief framers
of monastic rules. The other seven named are St. Patrick, St.
Bridget,St. Brendan, St Kieran,St. Columbkill, St. Molasßius, and
St. Adainnaa.

Baugor soonacquiredsnch famethat there was notaccommoda-
tion for thenumbers that flocked there,so that it became necessary
to establish severalmonasteries and cells. It is computed that, in
his time, there were nolees than three thousand monks under his
superintendence,andall observinghis rule. Among them is men-
tionedCorinac, Kingof South Leinster,or Henry Kinselagh, who,in
his oldage, retired toBangor,and there spent the remainder of his
days. Among the subordinate monasteries subject to Comgall was
thatof Cainos, on theRiver Barm, barony of OoJeraine. Tne fame
of Baugor soon spreadover Europe, and wasmuch enhanced by the
celebrated men educated there,particularly St.Colnmbanus. It is
related in St.Cornwall's Lite that in the seventh year after the
/ounding of Bangor he went to Britainin order to vibit some saints
there. Itis most likely that it was on this occasion he and St.Crendan, andothers, paida visit to St.Columbkill at Tona. While
in Britain he is eaid tohaveestablished amonastery in the country.
He is also said to havebeen the meansof converting Bridens, King
of theNorthernPicts. After his return to Ireland he ditd in his
abbey at Bangor, in the year 601, on the 10th May, after receiving
theHolyViaticum from St.Fiachra. St. Comgall was remarkable
in his life,andholy inhis death,and has justly been reckoned one
of the Fathers of the Irish Church.

Little now remains to attest the former greatness of this
renowned abbey, and the great schoolssocelebrated that they were
resorted to by students fromnearly every part of Europe. Accord-
ing to some writers, Bangor was the germ out of which Oxford
arose;for when KingAlfred founded,or restored, that monastery,
he sent to thegreat school of Bangor tor professors. The establish-
ment flourished until the early part of the ninth century, whenit
was subjected to the merciless visitation of the Danes, who,in the
year 818,massacred the abbot and above nine hundrtd monks out
of the three thousand who then resided there. Itsuffered from
other invasions,bothof Danes and English, andat the confiscation
its poHfce.ssions tell into the hands of theKnglish planters.

The way of virtue,says the American, Preston, is arduous,and
needs the help of bright examples, which be.kon us on in that
heavenly race and urge us to perseverein the great work of bancti-
fication. What others havedone before us, we can do in their foot-
steps

—
not by seeking to imitate their extraordinary ways,but by

following their unselfish lives, andin our several stations seeking
purity and high motives in all our daily actions. To livefor God
in the lotin which He has placed us is the true way of Banotity.
This is an ever-purifying path, leading s.eadily towards the
Supreme Good. Refreshing,amid the countless examplesof those
who live only for some worldlyorselfish end, is the sight oi one
whosacrifices all for God, andneverstrays from the viewof things
eternal.

Mr. Pain then read the following address in a distinct and
sympatheticmanner,andafterwards presented it to the yen. arch-
priest :—:

—
To the Venerable Archpriest Walshe. Venerable and dearFather,— On behalf of the Catholics inWestport and surroundingdistricts, we, the undersigned, members of your congregation,beg

to tender you our hearty congratulations on the high distinction
lately conferred uponyouby our worthy and veneratedArchbishop.
To oonvey to you the full extent of our grateful feelings on this
happy occasion, would be beyond the compass of a brief address,
and we can only assure you that your long identity with this parish
wherein yon havesonobly and conscientiously fulfilled the onerous
duties of your sacred office, has made uponus a lasting impression
of yourhisrh qualities as piiestand citizen. For the last 32 years,
you have laboured amongst us,sharing our joys and sorrows, in
prosperity and adversity always the same constant friend and
patient minister ; the full extentof your benevolence mayneverbedisclosed, but the memory of many acts of genuine kindness,
Becretly performed, will live nevertheless in many agrateful heart,
and afterwards be perpetuated where good and noble deeds are
eternallyrewarded. Ycur workin thisparishhas beencharacterised
by sound judgment and sincerity of purpose, and the many bles-
sings we now enjoy as the fruits of yourperseverancein our behalfare ample testimony of your zeal and devotion. We take this
opportunity of also offering youour congratulations on the success
which has attended your efforts in promoting the interests of our
Holy Church, in the districtallotted to yourcare, and we praythat
it may long enjoy the benefits of your able direction as parish
priest. We would also ask you to accept the accompanying gift
which we modestly offer you,as a token of our appreciationand
gratitude, which it but feebly represents. We earnestlyhopeand
pray,dear Father, that you maybe long spared toenjoy the honour
you haveso longmerited and by which the authorities of ourHoly
Churchhaveso worthilyconfirmed the general esteem inwhich you
areheld.

—
We beg tosign ourselves,

—
D.Doyle,M.McPadden,H.Pain,J. J.Moloney,Secretary.

Mr.McPadden (at present amember and formerly chairman of
the County Council) made the presentation of the purse of
sovereigns. In an excellent speech he bore testimony to the
wonderful work done by the yen. archpriest during his 32 years'
residence on the West Coast. *j.e had, irrespectiveof schools and a
convent, together with a beautiful presbytery,built ten churches,
and all this had been accomplished in the face of immense diffi-
culties. Counsellor McPadden gratefully referred to the assistance
received from non-Catholic friends,and concluded by wishing the
yen.recipient many yearsof health andhappiness.

Councillor Driscoll
—

who is looked on as one of our coming
men

—
offeredhis congratulations and testified to the untiring zeal

andenergy with which the Yen. Archpriest had laboured in their
midst. He had workedina quiet and unostentatious manner, and
hadnobly surmounted theprivationsand difficulties everattendant
on the foundationof a new parish. He was pleasedto notice the
unanimity existingbetween clergy and people which makes them
a tower of strength in advancing spiritual and scholastic interests-
Councillor Driscoll spokeat some length of the wonderful devoted
ness of the Irish race and the zeal with which they propagate the
faithof their fathers. It seemed as if they had been specially
chosenby God to spread the light of the Gospel. He concluded a
stirring and patrioticspeech by once againofleiing his congratula-
tions.

The Yen.Archpriest Walshe, on rising to respond,was received
withloud and prolonged applause. His speech was a masterpiece,
andIregret exceedingly thatspace will allow bit a briet resumeof
it. In the courseof an eloquent and feeling address (which was
punctuated with rounds of applause)he thanked them allmost sin-
cerely for the great kindness and goodness shown to him that
evening. He hadreceived thehonour of archpriest,buthe thought
he need scarcely tell them that he never aspired to thehonour nor
expected it. Now,however, that it had been bestowed,it would
show a wantof appreciationon his partif he didnot accept it. He
believed himself unworthy of the titlehe hadreceived,yet with the
blessing of God he hoped to live so as not to dishonour it. He
thanked them for their beautiful address and the purse of sove-
reigns. The latter he didnotat present require,and he intended to
devote it to a much-needed work,the painting of the interior of
the church. Hereminded his audience that twenty-one years ago
a similar honour waspaidhim on the eve of his departure for the
oldcountry. Itgavehim great pleasureto see some of those who
had gatheredon that occasion still present,andit was withsadness
that hereflected that many familiar faces wereno longer in their
midst. When the thought of his lost opportunitiesoccurred to him
he felt hehad reasonto tremble, buthe yet hopedto do good and
faithful service. He expressedhis gratitude to Father Costello for
the invaluablehelp rendered by him in the work of the parish,and
Baid that the spiritual condition of his flock— although leaving
much to be desired

—
was more satisfactory thanin former years,

and this he attributed in large measure to his much-esteemed,
zealous,and able coadjutor, their worthy chairman. He took this
opportunity of thanking the goodnuns tor the beautiful and valu-
able gift of apreaching stole,which they kindly pre«ented to him
on the occasion of his receiving the title of yen. archpriest. The
yen. archpriestresumed his seat amidst intense applause.

Father Costello,inbringing thepleasantand brilliant gathering
to a close,heartily thanked all those who had in any way contri-
buted to its success.
Imay add thatthe yen.archpriest is to be presented with an

address and purse of sovereignsby the people of Addisons. The
peopleof Charleston are also determined not to be outdone,and
havedecided topresent anaddress andpurse on their ownaccount.

Thursday, May4, 1899.1 NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

FriendsatCourt.
BIOGRAPHICAL GLEANINGS FOR NEXT

WEEK'S CALENDAR.
(Written for theN.Z. Tablet.)

May 7, Sunday.— Fifth Sunday after Easter. St.Benedict11.,
Popeand Confessor.„ 8, Monday.— Rogation. Apparitionof St.Michael theArch-
angel.„ 9, Tue«rlay.— Rogation. St. Gregory Nazianzen, Bishop,
Confessor,and Doctor.„ 10, Wednesday.— Rogation. Vigil of the Asoension. St.Comgnll, Abbot.„ 11, Thursday.

—
Ascension Thursday.„ 12, Friday.— SS. Nereus and Achilles,Martyrs.„ 13, Saturday.

—
St. Stanislaus,Bishop and Martyr.
SAINT COMGALL,ABBOT.

5

Japan is to sendto theParis Expositiona house, hexagonalin
"hape,andcomposed entirely ofporcelain.


