
NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

Diocesan News.
ARCHDIOCESE OP WELLINGTON.

General. With Catholicß there is a settled conviction that the
matter cannot be allowed to remainwithouta satisfactorysettle-
ment. Besides paying their due proportionof taxes, and at the
sametimesupporting their own schools, they are handicappedstill
further by having their children debarred fromparticipating in the
privileges of acquiring certificates whereby they would be enabled
toseoure employment in the Civil Service and other walksof life
equally with theirneighbour of the State schools. Great praiseis
due to the late Very Rev. Father Cummings for the energetic
mannerinwhich hecommenced the task of bringing theboard toa
sense of their duty, and also to his worthy successor,the present
Vicar-General, for so ablycontinuing the work.

On Sundayevening last in the Pro-Cathedral the Rev. Father
Crottypreacheda very instructive sermon on'St.Joseph,patronof
theuniversal Church,' to a large congregation. Miss Rose Blaney,
the talented soprano of the southern city,sang Gounod's 'Aye
Maria,' with violin obbligatoby Rev.Father Richards,and organ
accompaniment byMiss Funston. Mr. Charles Read sang with
good effect a new sacred composition, 'In the cathedral' (De
Chaueet). Miss Blaney again renderedin a finished manner an
10Salutaris'at Benediction,which was given by the Very Rev.
CanonFranklin.

AtSt.Mary's, Manchester street,Gounod's'Mcsse Solennelle'
wassung at the 11o'clock Mass, the soprano solos being takenwith
fine effectby Miss Blaney.

Following the exampleof someof the other Catholic centres,
where dramatic productions are taking the place of the time-
honouredand somewhat hackneyedconcerts,a movementis on foot
to form aclub or company for thepurpose of stagingdramas of a
semi-religious,oratall events,'wholesome character,inaidofdeser-
ving objects.

Ina letter in theLyltelton Times, commentingon theactionof
his Worship the Mayor, who had the correspondence between the
TownClerk and theheadof theSalvation Armypublished,because
he couldnot get a satisfactoryanswer tohis communicationinquir-
ing why thechief citizen had not been invited to preside atthe
meeting towelcomeGeneral Booth, the writer asks why this [dis-
play of offended dignity, when, during, a former oocupanoy of the
civic chair, he,of his own accord,refused to presideat a welcome
meeting tendered toMessrs. DillonandEsmoode, visitors who were
distinguished in their wayequally with theGeneral. HisWorship
can evidently give a slight with better grace thanhe can accept
one.

(Fromour owncorrespondent).
, -. April 22.

ONSunday evening,at St.Joseph's,oneof thelargestcongregations
ever assembledin thatchurdh was present at the opening of the
mission. After therecitationof the Rosary his Grace Archbishop
Redwoodpreachedthe opening sermon,taking forhis text,'Receive
not the graceof God invain,now is theacceptable time,now is the
day of salvation.' His Graceconcluded anexcellent sermonwithan
appeal to all present to attend the mission,perform its exercises
faithfully,andinduce asmanyothersaspossibletodolikewise. The
congregational singing of hymnsandBenedictionwasconductedby
theRev. FatherAinsworth. The mission will be continued for a
fortnight. Theinstruction atthe early Mass is givenby his Grace,
andthatat the last oneby Rev.Father Ainsworth, while they take
themission sermonin the evenings alternately,

ThenewchurchatPetoneis to be opened on the 14thof May.
For some time past the wantof achurch at this populous suburb
has been a great hardship to Catholic residents. They are to be
congratulatedonhaving at last overcome thedifficulties.

The young men of Te Aroparish are to be congratulated on
theirgood fortune inpossessingSt.Patrick'sHall for the purposes
of recreation. A billiard-tablehas nowbeenpurchased,and as the
attractionshaveincreased, sohas thenightly attendanceof members
of theclub.

The Rev. Father M'Killop, S.J.,of Adelaide, is touring New
Zealand for thebenefitof his health. After spending three months
inthehot lakes district hearrivedhere last week,and was the guest
of the Yen. Archdeacon Devoy. He left for the South by the
Mokoialast night.

The termination of the mail service to New Zealandvia Van-
oouver has created a stir in business circles here. Ithas been
suggested that initsplace a fortnightly service via San Francisoo,
insteadof a monthly one as at present,shouldbe established, the
mail steamerscalling alternatelyat Aucklandand Wellington. In
Auckland, public meetings protesting against Wellington being
made aportof call havebeenheld,theprincipalobjectionbeing that
the trip from SanFrancisco wouldoccupy about twentyhours longer
to Wellington than to Auckland. The AucklandChamber of Com-
merce has written to the Government to that effect. The Welling-
ton Chamberof Commerce has also writtenpointing out thatunder
existing circumstances, only letters to the North Island by an
incoming mail can be answeredby thenext outgoing one, whereas
if Wellington be made a port of call, South Island letters could,
every secondmail,be similarly treated,besides which, in spiteof the
extra twentyhours steaming to Wellington the Southernportionof
the incomingmail could be deliveredsooner than is now the case.
Itis understood, replieshavebeen receivedstating that the matter
willhave tobe dealt withby Parliament.

Mrs.MartinKennedy andMiss Kennedyreturned fromamonth's
holiday in Australiaby the Mokoia yesterday.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.

WAIMATE.
(Fromourown correspondent.)

The membersof the choir of St.Patrick'sChurchmet on Wed-
nesday eveningof last weekat the residenceof Mr.G. Goldstone,to
|show their appreciationof the many good qualitiesofMr.G.Collins,
their late organist, who is leaving the district. The Rev.Father
Regnault, in a eulogistic speech, referred to the self-sacrificing
spirit shown by Mr.Collins ingiving hisservices as organist. Mr.
C. Goldstone,on behalf of the choir, presentedMr. Collins with a
travelling rugand flask. Severalsongs andchoruses weregivenby
themembers of the choir and visitors.

On Thursday the first annualmeeting of theSt. Patrick's Altar
Society washeldat the presbytery, a large number of ladies being
present. The chair was taken by Rev.Father O'Connell,president,
who, in thecoarseof his remarks,reviewed the work of the society,
andcongratulated the members on the success of their first year's
labours. During the year the sum of £35, the result of members'
subscriptions,wasspent onchurchdecorations and vestments,leaving
abalance in hand.

Inthe course ofhis sermon yesterday,theRev. FatherRegnault
referredto the veryable articleslatelypublishedintheN.Z.Tablet,
marking out two as specially helpful at the present period—'JuvenileDepravity

'
and 'The Curfew and its Lessons.' The Rev.

Father spokeof his appreciation of the meritsof these and other
articles.

THE REDEMPTORIST MONASTERY, BALLARAT.

(By telegraph»from our owncorrespondent.)
April24.

The Vicar-G-eneral, Very Rev. Monsignor Paul, was temporarily
indisposedlast Sunday, andMassat the Churchof the Assumption,
Onehunga, was celebrated by the Rev. Father Darby, of St. Bene-
dict's. It is to be hoped that the Vicar-General may soonregain
healthandstrength.
Ihave been informed that Biuhop Lsnihan awaits Bishop

Verdon's arrival in America, thence the two prelates journey to-
gether toEurope.

A week's mission was begun at Avondale,on the extreme west
boundary of St. Benedict's parish, last Sunday evening by Rev.
Father Gillan. There being no church there the publichall was
used. Mass is celebrated every morning at nine o'clock, devotions
being held everyeveningathalf -pastseven. Themissionary had,by
meansof a printed leaflet, scattered throughout the ruraldistricts,
made known the subject of his discourse each evening. Father
Gillanandhis confreres are to be congratulated upon their earnest-
ness and zeal in propagating our holy Faith amongst those who
haveseldom enjoyed thiß happy privilege.

A systematic canvass,by abody of duly"appointedrepresenta-
tive parishioners,having for its object the reduction of the heavy
parochial debt,is about tocommence throughout theNewtonparish.
Ihavebeen informed that in addition to the four clergymen

comprising the Auckland Catholic Education Board, two laymen
are soon tobe addedto that body.

Asa result of the lateProvincialCouncil, theEducation Boards
representing the four dioceses are to meet periodically to discuss
andadvance Catholiceducationgenerally throughout the Colony.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH.

One of the finest buildings in or around Ballarat is theMonastery
of theRedemptorist Fathers, near Wendouree. Some time agothe
Fathers, finding1 the accommodation providedin that portionof the
monastery thencompleted wasnot sufficient for theirrequirements,
applied to their Superior-General at Rome for permission to com-
plete thebuilding. This was granted,and the work was carried
out at a cost of £6,240. As the Fathers have no private means,
noendowment,andno income from a parish, their only meansof
support being the charity of the faithful, they appealto the gene-
rosity of their friends toassist inremoving,or at least, lightening,
theheavy burden placed upon them by the erection of this new
wing. The provincial(VeryRev.Father O'Farrell) is now making
anearnestappeal to the generous charityof thebishops,priests,and
peopleof Australasia for whom the membersof the Order have
laboured, to the bestof their ability, in the workof missions and
retreats,for the last seventeen years. In building this monastery
they have sought to reproducemVictoria such a house of retreat
ashasbeenerected by the Order in Limerick and Dundalk, by the
generosity of the Iribh people. Inmaking this appeal, they avail
themselves of the opportunity of expressing their sincere and
lasting gratitude to the many friends whohaveassisted them in the
past, many of whom are nowdead,but whosebenefactions aredaily
remembered at the altar, and aleo twice eachday in theprayersof
the community. Thenew wing was solemnly blessed and opened
onlast Sunday by hisLordshipBishop Moore,whohas approvedof
the appeal, and hopes that the many friends of the Redemptorist
Fathers in Victoria and elsewherewill be only too gladof the occa-
sion to testify theiresteem by agenerous response,

CFromour own correspondent.)
April24.

The inspection of private schools question, and the attitude of a
bare majority of the NorthCanterbury Education Board in connec-
tion therewith,so fully commented upon in your last issue, have
givenrise toseveral pointed letters in the local papers very much
in favour of the just and reasonablerequestof the VeryRev. Vicar-

, [Thursday, April 27,18996


