
TRAPPISTS IN NATAL.

stability andpermanency. The monks inall casea have been theirown architects and builders,and their splendid edifices sho >v thatthey areno tyrosat such work.
Our next turn was to the mill, whichis about amile from the

main buildings. The mill is situate at the foot of a hill, in apeaceful valley under cultivationby the monks. Oppajxte the mill
house is achapel, the gift of one of thenuns, and dedicated to the'

Sacred Heart.' It ia a red brick building, of pretty design and
workmanship, being nicely decorated inside in LtaLUn style, thehandiwork,strange to say,of the Zuluboys stationed at themission,
whohave been trainedin this respect by the m»nkß. The mill isdriven by water power, a fine reservoir or dam having been con-
structed at the foot of the hill for that p u-pobe. It gives them
plenty to do togrind corn sufficient to keep tho 600 occupants ofthemission going.

From themill wewent into thenext compartment,set aside as
a printing establishment. Hereprinting, as well asbookbinding,is
done inall its branches. All the books, prayer,hymn, and school,areprintedand boundhere. Music printingUa spe>ialty with theTrappists. Morewonderful, they have their own type foundry, theonly one, webelieve,in South Africa. They make their own typeandstereotype,andinadditionhavelithographic p ant of the latest
andmost approvedpattern. Passinsr into another compartment wecame to the carpenter's shop, aud next to it was a metal plauiugmachine, where work of the finest is turned out. Besidesthese shop3at the mill, the Trapists have at Mdriannhill a bark-
grinding mill, blacksmiths', waggonbuilders',carpenters', cabinet-maker', painters', and tinsmiths' shop, tannery, shoe-making,
saddlery, harness-making,photography, watchmaking, hatmaking,
and straw plaiting. These form a day's work in themselves toinspect'and will give yousome ideaof the workthat is being done
at theMonastery. The whole placeisa hiveof industry. Everyone
works from the highest to the lowest, and the result oau well be
imagined. Returning to the Monastery we climbed the

'
Hill ofCalvary,' so-called because atdifferent stages in its ascent are the'Stations ofthe Cross,' or representationsof Our Saviour's Passion,

cut out of therock by the monks, whoat certain hoursmaybe seendoing the 'Via Crucis.'
On our way back wehaltedat the Convent, and wereshownover the buildings, which are very comfortable, but not nearlylarge enough for the growing requirements. Here, itoo, work is

the distinguishing feature. TheiTrappist system of educating thenative is to teachhim, first of all, thedignity of labour, and thenfrom this proceed to civilise and Christianise him. Themonks and
nunsareexamplesto their pupils. AsIsaid,everyone works,sonoonehas any ground for complaintagainst another for not practising
what hepreaches. Thenativeia taught that work is prayer, andthe process of educationis carried on concurrently with this as thebasis of the system. Certain hours of the day are set aside whenthe natives are instructed religiously and secularly, and otherportionsaredevotedstrictly and solely to teaching them trades and
all kinds of useful work that will fit them as good artisans orfarm and domestic servants. Inall the departmentsIhave above
enumerated the monks employnativelabour andpay for it. .Every
Kafir gets so much for his work,and this is not givenhim during
his stay at theMoastery,buton his departure therefrom, bo thathe
goes into the world, so tospeakani begins life witha littlecapital,
andhaving, more valuable still,a kuowledgeof some trade or useful
occupation, on which he can always depend for a living. The
natives grow so fondof the monks tuat many prefer staying withtheir teachers andemployers to starting on their own account. I
saw a Kafir blacksmith who had been with them thirteen years.
Has wasan excellent workman and turned out all the waggon work
of the Monastery.

Atthe Convent we saw Kafir girls being taught to washclothes
and to iron and fold, and toput them awayin cupboards fitted up
for thepurpose. In one room littleKafir girls wereplaiting strawfor making hats and baskets, others were making the hats and
basket3. Inanother room we saw the girls being taught how to
sew and make little odds and ends of dress. The more advanced
wereusing sewing machines,at which,incompany with the sisters,
they were workingmerrily, whilst in the highest department, we
saw dusky damseld makinghand lace and doing fancy work of the
most beautiful design under the guidance of the nuns. It was,indeed, an object lesson. There was an air of comfort and peace
in the whole place, combined with perfect order, that struck me
most forcibly. As we went in and out of each room, an impressive
salutation of a religious nature wasgivenus, that wasedifying even
to a hardened man of the world, and served to remind him thathere religion is blended with work.

The Trappists are fortunate ia possessing an engineer of the
highest attainments in Brother Nivara,-who is hel>i ingreat esteemthroughout Natal, where the Government have not been above
asking his opinionon certain occasions. Inhis office wesaw plansand drawings of the different churches and mibsion stations, and
from this room weresent out all theplans of the differentstations.
Mariannhill is 12,000 acres in extent,but the country is so hilly
aud the soil sopoor, that onlyabout 300 acresare worthcultivating,Lourdes, auother of their stations, comprises 50.000 acres, 4,000 of
which are iorest,and is of a fur more fertile nature the orchard
containinga thousand choioe fruit trees. Altogether the Trappists
are in pnssepsiou of 9<>,879 acres,and have 1,182 childrenin their
schools:2,200 Christian natives, and about 15,000 heathens, undertheir immediate influence, besides unlimited possibilities. The
monks number 259, ot whom IS are priests and 19jlay Brothers.Of the nuns, there are 22:> in South Africa, and 36 in the mother
house inHolland.

We take the followingaccountof a visitpaidtothe Trappist Monas-
tery,nearPinetown, outside Durban, South Africa, from the South
African Catholic Magazine:— At the time of our arrival (writesa
correspondent) the monks had just finished lunch, and were filing
out of the refectoryacross the courtyard to the church. On their
way they chanted the impressive Miserere ina peculiarly high key,
that was most solemn aud impressive, the sound gradually dyinjj
awayasthey entered thechurch, where the chanting was continued.
The sight of the bareheaded monks, with haircropped to the very
skin, attired, some in white and black habits, others (the lay
Brothers) in brown, of the roughest and coarsest material, with
leather sandals on their bare feet, chanting on their way to thechurch, was such asnottobe easily forgotten. Among thesemonks
socoarsely dressed,may be found menof noble and gentle birth, of
great literaryandscientific attainments, whohave giveaupall that
the worldconsiders attractive and comfortable for a life ot trial and
austerity.

Before proceeding on sight-seeing we were invited to partake
of the refreshment provided,which, without violating good taste,
1may say consisted of coarse brown bread washed down with
tamarind wine,a delicious and coolingnon-alcoholic drink,oranges,
bananas,pine apples, and such tropical fruits as were in season.After our repast we first went into the refectory, andsaw the long
plain tables on trestles at which the monks have their meals. On
these tables there is nothing superfluous. Each monk has opposite
his seat a knife and fork,serviette, and a wooden plate, all of the
plainest. We next visited the church, which is a long loftybuild-
ing in the early Italian style, tastefully decorated with frescoes
inside. It, like all the other buildings, is most suitably built of redbrick, the arches being particularly strong, and indicative of

[Thursday,March 23, 1899NEW ZEALAND TABLET
GENERAL.

Irish Members of theEnglish Bar.— lt is a curious fact
that theNationalistmembers who ory for Home Rule for Irelandare constantly gifing new members to the English bar (saysMeynoldx Newspaper-). Among these wehavealready such patriotsas Mr. JohnRedmond,Mr. WilliamRedmond,Mr.Arthur O'Connor,
Mr. BernardMolloy, Dr.Commins,and the latest addition is Mr.T.a.Curran, jun.,theever-juvenile and always popular member forNorthDonegal, who has just beencalled.

AnIrishFootball Team inFrance.— A team of Irish foot-
ballers travelled toParis earlyin January tomeet a French teamata game of Rugby. On the previous day the Irish representativesbeat anEnglish teamatHomeHill. After accomplishing this feat
they had to travel allnight. An ugly journeyitia from Victoria toDover, thence across the Channel, andaway to the Gay City, whenthe winds sweep fiercely over thenarrowStrait. But the travellersturnedup smiling withina rifleshotof the Louvre, anddisposed ofthe Republicanplayers without turning a hair. Itmust have beenan interesting match— and we hopemany like it will be played inthe future. Football is a new game in France, but it hasenthusiastic advocatesin Paris,and they have been practising forsomeyears. That Sunday's struggle wasof a friendly character,
and that theFrench appreciated their Irish visitors was shown by
the subsequentproceedings.

The IrishParty's Funds-— Lord Tweedmouth addressed a
Liberalmeeting at Duns, Berwickshire, on January 19. Dealing
withIreland,his Lordship, for the first time in public, referred tothe £2000 cheque which he had been accused of giving to the fundsof the IrishParliamentary Party. Not a single sixpence out ofparty funds that wereunder his control,or from his private pursewith the exceptionof £100 which he gavehimself, had ever passedthrough his handinto the hands of the Irish party. Having beenconsulted byMr. Blake,treasurer of the IrishPartyFund,as totheirdiminished resources, he offered to give £2000 out of his own
privatepurse, but after this proposal had been laid by Mr Blakebeforehis colleagues,he thankedhis Lordship,bufc said it was anoffer whichit was impossible for them to accept. With regard tothe £100 whichhe hadafterwards given in response to an appealfroma meeting, that also had been declined andreturned.

Success of Labour Candidates.— The most noteworthy
feature of the local Government elections in Ireland (writes anEnglish contemporary) is the existence of a new force in Irishpolitics which they reveal. The uprise of a labour party is a newdevelopment of the popular movement, which must claim theattention and exercise the thought of statesmenof every political
hue. Ithas to be counted with in the present,and will have tobecounted withmore in thefuture. The trend in that direction inIrelandia stronger than in England, where the efforts of labour tosecuredirect parliamentaryrepresentation havehithertobeen foiled.The example set in Ireland will leave a reflection uponEngland,
and there will doubtless be a reciprocity and combined actionbetween the radical elements in bothcountries, which will give anadditionalmomentum to this new movement.

TOO ManyJudges-— The over-manned condition of the Irish
JudicialBench is at present muchin evidence. While the Hilary
Sittings are in full swing in theFour Courts, Dublin, two judges ofthe High Court,the LordChief BaronandMr.Justice Madden,have
been sitting, by the appointment of the Lord Lieutenant, on aCommission, on which the Lord Chief Baron is the chairman, toinvestigate the working of the IrishIntermediateEducation Act.

Politics not a Factor-— Some rather curious results of
liberality to political opponents appear in the local Governmentelections in some parts of Ireland. The Unionists of Enniakillen
placed a Nationalist at the head of the poll,and the Nationalistsof Monaghanplaoeda Unionist at the head of the poll.
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MR. P.LUNDOX, Phoenix Chambers,Wanganui, is still busy
putting people on the soil. He has also hotels in town and
country For Sale and To Leas« Write to him.—,*.
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