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AFRICA.—The School Question in Transvaal.—Iu a leading
‘ticle on the school question the Potrlefet room Budget after ex-
pressing surprise that the public school had not by means of an
entertainment given the public an opportunity of judging the pro-
gressa made by its pupils, zoes on to say :—Another scheol that
always commands notice iz that of the convent. The foregoing
schools are State-aided, They are so circumstanced that they sail
easily along unencumbered with serious financial difliculties. They
have & bank to draw vpon, and, when it is considered whut the cost
of such schools is to the State Exchequer, it must be admitied that
they have s bank that furnishes them with -xtremely liberal ad-
vances, The Educational Bill of the Transvaal is a tall figure, As
annpared with the average cost per bead in the Free State. Natal,
and the tlape Colony, the Trunsvaal average is excessive. For thie
reason, if for no other, the public shonld be uble to judge of what is
heiog done in a fashion outcide the dry statistics returned to the
Edueational Department. The Convent School, on the contrary. is
a purely voluntary institution. When this is borne in mind. it i=
not only surprising that such schools rise above their financial
difficulties, but that they furnish a standard of educational training
that is not surpassed, if equalled, in the Transvaat or the Colonies.
We cannot disguise the fact that it is a reprettable feature of the
Transvaal System to lend such a deserving institution ne financial
aid, Wedo not expect to see rapid or startling changes in the
policy of the Educational Department, but one thing is as certain as
that there is a sun in the heavens, changes on a liberal and compre-
hensive basia must take place before the Transvaal system can he
oonsidered one of National Education.

Nuns in Natal.—A correspondent of the Cape flaily Tile
graph, in describing a trip made from Port Elizabeth to Natal,
says :—There is an excellent sanatorium in the best part of the
Berea, under the management of the French Augustinian Nuns,
who are all skilled and traived nurses. The building is situated on
a splendid site overlocking the town and bay, and is built of red
brick. It eontains twenty-eight rooms, besides an operating theatre,
and all the usual adjuncts of a first-class hospital. The institution
is @ most popular oue, and such geod work bas been done by the
Sisters that their fame has spread to the Cape Colony. Nazareth
House has also a branch here, and is likewise heautifully sitnat.d
on a 8till more commanding eminence, not only affording a view of
Durban and its picturesque scenery, but of the country looking
towards Pinetown and the north. Success seems to follow the
work of the Nazareth Sisters, for the place i~ not nearly large
encugh for their riquirements, which will necessitate additional
building.

AMERICA.—The Church Among the Indians.—The
VYenerable Archdeacon Ncriven (says the dve Meria) gives a most
interesting account of Indian missienary work on Vancouver and
adjacent islands. Though he is an Anglican, he has the highest
praise for the Catholic nissionaries, and does not minimise by one
jot or tittle the results of their labours. e says: ‘The Roman
Church has in fact, to our loss, but to her honour, entered mto this
field of mitsion work, and i~ oceupying it with great zcal and no
aml suecess,  There is of course a live Presbyterian work Leing
carried on at Alberni; but the work of the Methodists <eem- to
have taken chictly the form of pro-elytising amonyg the Homan
Catholics.!

ENGLAND.—The New Westminster Cathedral —When
completed the new Westtuineter Cathedral will be one of the finest
ecclesiastical structures in Europe, Thouprh it will he romewhat
hidden by the high mansions, let in flats, which surrcund 1t 1t
lofty campanile, 232 feet high, will towr over all the buililings 1o
the neighbourhood. The architect of the new Cathalral bas
wronght in the spirit of the days‘when art was =01 1eligion
and he (Mr, John Bentley) ha~ put a soul inte his work, Detore he
drew the plans he ~pent threc wonths on the Continent studying
the best specimens ot the Byuantme style. Althougrh he has taken
his leading ideas from St Mark's. Venice (for the domes). Bt
Ambrose's, Milar, and St, Vitales's, Kavenna. the Cathedral is not o
mere servile copy of any one of these or of uny other church, but s
stamped with a certain originality, the designer having allowed
some time to elapse after his return and his own conceprion to tuke
definite shape in his mind before he traced = single e, 16 iy a
bold thing to challenge comparizon with %t Peter’s at Lome, but
the architect has no hesitation in saying thut the interior. at the
first glance, will convey the iden of wize and vastmes» more impres-
gively than does the great masterpiece of DBramante und Michael
Angelo, Not until the visitor begins to examine closcly and to
compare the colossal figures and details does he realise the grandenr
of the greatest of earthly temples. Not s0 with the pew West-
minster Cathedral. Its long drawn nave, extending 312 tfeet, and
its vault, reaching 117 feet. with the skilful vombination of triple
lateral arches, will be sure to impress the visitor with & senss of
vagtness and loftiness. Frowm the beginning of the work in 1895 Lo
1st December, 1398, about L£73000 has been paild fo contractor,
architect and clerk of works, The total cost of erection c¢annot at
present be accurately estimated.

FRANCE.—The Panegyric of Joan of Are.—As hay heen
alragpdy announced (says the Nw L'ra) Archbishop Ireland is to
preach the panegyric of Joan of Are at the Orlewns festival in
honour of the holy maiden of Domreray, whose sacred and patrictic
mission hkas borne snch marked fruit in the history of Anglo-French
Europe. The eloguent Archbishop of 8t. Pavl i3 not the first
English-speaking member of the episcopate who has figured in
Orleans Cathedral as s French pulpit orator, In 1862 Bishop James
Gillis, of Edinburgh, sounded the praises of Joap of Arc in the
presence of Napoleon 1IL and the illustrious Mgr, Dupanloup, then

Bishop of Orleans. The Bcotch prelate then had the honour of
being congratulated by the French Emperor on the happiness of
reconciling his fellow bishop and the sovereipn, whose mutual rela-
tions had till that auspicious oocasion been rather cold.

GERMANY.—Rev. Prince Maximilian.—The Rev. Prince
Maximilian, of Saxony, known to Londoners during his ministra-
tions at the German Church in Whiteshapel, has, it is unnounced,
be-n appointed Curt of the principal Catholic Church of Nuremberg,
the old Gerwman city of which Longfeliow sany so sweetly, Re-
nouncing his title, he wishes to be known in future as Dr. Wetten,
the surname of the family who have hlled the Sason thivnes since
thae fourteenth century,

ROME.—Lenten Discourses for English Visitors.—The
course of Lenten sermons in the Chureh of San Silvestro in (apite,
Rome, frequentel by Enelish speaking vi-itors, wers to be delivered
this year by the Rev. Father Maturin, The name of the cloguent
preacher (says the Vv Fra correspondent) is well known in Eng-
land, and his conversion from the Anglican brotherhood known as
the Cowley [athers, to whick the Rev, Luke Rivingion alsa be-
longed. was a matter of much interest. He snocecds the Most Rev,
Archbishop Keane, late Rector of the Catholic University of
Washington, who has occupied the pulpit of San Silvestro tor a
constderable time. The Archbishop preached on the Sundays in
January, and the eloguence and devotional nature of his sermeons
are very effective in winning hearts. There is no doubt that Arch-
bishop Keane 15 one of the greatest preachers in the English tongue
to-day. Many conversions have followed his clear and admirable
exposition of Catholic doctrine,

SYRIA.—The Maronites of Antioch.—~Monsignor Floyeck
or Hoyeck, the new patriarch of Antioch and all the East, is well
known in Paris (suys a correspondent). The last patriarch was
Monsignor Peter Haggie, or Tadji, known as John XIII. He was
an intense patrict and an energetic ecclesiastic, for he was able to
raisc the Archiepiscopal See of Baalhek from a state of absolute
poverty to one of prosperity. When he went there he had only a
straw-thatched hut or cabin to live in, but he was roon able to
build a palaceand a seminary. Insummer the Patriarch of Antioch
lives in the shade of the famous Cedars of Lebannon, ab Cancubin,
and in winter he lives at Belerki, Herules spiritually over about
21,000 people, and has under him about a dozen archbishops and
bishops,

UNITED STATES.—Death of an Irish Priest.—The Rev,
Father J. J. Hynes, of Holy Rosary Church, Woedland, United
States, died recently at the Sisters’ Hospital. Sacramenio. Father
Hynes was 52 years of age. and a native of County Meath, Ireland,
He was educated at St Mary's College, Mulhingar, Ireland, studying
under the Jate Bishop Nulty,  He was erdained for the priesthood
at M Tallows College, Dublin, He eame to the United States in
1470, and his fir<t choarge woas at Gold Hill, Nevada, Afterward he
was Jocated at Burcka. Grass Valley, Chice amd Woodland, having
been tor einht years at Chico and eleven at Woodland, e leaves o
nephew, Father Jame- J, ynes, of Marysville, who was with han
at the ume of death.

The Catholic Total Abstinence Union.—The Catholic
Tutal Alstinence Union (says Bishop Tierncy, «pesling some time
ago) is the olfivinl and duly authori-ed organisation m the Church
1 the United states, whereby the sentiment ot total abstinenece is
cncotlaged and it statements and piaetice are guarded from all
danger of fanaticism. For more than a gquarter of a century this
organi-niton has done vigoous work against the drink evil. and has
done 16 with an aublemshed record for pradence m speech and
wisdun in action. [t has parsned o path at once goveervative und
inte Higent, =0 45 tn desetve the unselicited commendutions of the
Hurawchy wd the approval of the oly nee It huas griadually
grown from iomere hamdlul of tweniy-five years avro antl to-dy It
1> the large-t traternal wnd rehigions @ <-ociation 1w the Chureh in
Amgerica, embreoing 4 wember-hip ot pinuh,

GENERAL.

Missionary Notes.—Di-Lop L Roy, Superior-Gieneral of the
Misslonary Bovtety ot the luly Ghost -peaking at the National
Cungress, m Pari~ some time ago. said that the firsst to resitive the
title of - Viear Apostolic was St Aneoar, or Owcar, the Frankish
wonlk consecrated by Pope Gregory IV, in Bome in 543, for the
evuagelisation of the North of furope : the Congregation of Propa-
ganda was tounded by Grogrory NV, 1602 ¢ the Society of the
Propagation of the Faith was constitated m Lyons in 1832,

Visitors to Ashburton will find excellent accommodation, com-
bLined with moderate c¢harges, nud the best attention at the Ash-
burton Hotel, of which Mz, J. Mullan is proprietor.  Mp, Mullan is
woll aud favonrably kpown a- a caterer tor the comtort of the
travelluyg public, and has wlways given the preatest satisfaction to
nis patrons.—.*

Detective-Buperintendent Camivada {ef Manchester) haa rotired,
aftor a period of 36 years' service in Manchester, during which time
he had arrested no tewer thun 1225 p isoners, and recovered nearly
Lo fines, (H the many stories told of this celebrated detec-
Live, one refers o a daring attempt to rob Cardinal Vauphan (then
Bishop Salford) ot bis pectoral cros- as he was leaving St, Auguis-
tine's, Manchester. The Cardinal was in the act of blessing the
assembled people when & notorious swell-mobsman stole from his
Fainence the magnificent, orosa which had been presented to hin by
the De Trufford family. The man only partiszily succceded, how-
ever, as Mr, Caminada, who wus hovering about in the crowd, was
ou his track in an instant, and the costly cross wus rertored before
even the Cardinal knew what had happened. The detective was
really not on duty at the time. 1lle was present as n Catholic.



