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TaE question of the over-taxation of Ireland is again to the fore and
has gathered new strength, if we may judge by a large meeting just
beld at the Mansion House in Dublin. Influential men of every
shade of politics and religion, including =ome advanced thinkers
amongst the nobility, were present, and if millions of words could
be turned into golden ccin! Let it bs remembered what the
question is. It i3 that Ireland, iu epite of the articles of unien, has
besn made to Pay an ever-increasing taxation over and above her
fair proportion as a part of the British Empire. This surplas taxa-
tion is not far from £3,000,000 per annum, g0 that the arrears due
to this country amount to something like £250,000,000, wmhput
counting compound interest, which we would handsomely forgive.
The questions agitating great and small are: how to get these
millions refunded ? how to get rid of this unjuss taxation?

New Year's Day was celebrated in Catholic Dublin according to
the custom that has been cobserved for many years past. A solemn
thanksgiving service was celebrated at the Pro-Cathedral, Arch-
hishop Walsh officiating at the High Muss, at which the Lord
Maper and Corporation were present in atate. Afterwards the Lord
Mavor entertained his Graes and some hundreds of the principal
oitizens at » banguet in the Mansion House, . .

This, we may say, was the last official and social function at
which our Lord Mayor during 18348 presded, far an Thursday, at 3
o'elock, the Corporation ceased to exist, pending the first muninipal
eleotions for the Urbar Councils, which will replace the old Corpora-
tions, and which will take place throughout Ireland on the 16th
Jannary, The general upheaval caused by the substitution of the
new popular County Councils for the Grand Jury systers has not
come on guite yet, but we hear the rumblings,

GUINKESS'S 8TOUT.

What would be the condition of these Islands were all the poor
to becoma total abstainera? If we could get together the statistics
of the wealth put by the poor of every country into the handa of
men living by the drink business, the result wonld be striking.
Lord Lveagh is only one individual of that ('}‘rumness fe.rmly. who
have made their immense fortunes by brewing porter, which is
mostly consumed by the humbler clagses. The fortune of this one
wan alone is stated to be over £14,000,000, The interest on that
gum would be £340000 a year, aud on that sum 2240 working-
men and their families could live well, as each would have £250 per
annum, What fools to themselves drunkards are! .

Tord Iveagh and other members of the Guinness family
certainly make princely gifts, though England benefits most by this
generosity. His Iatest gift to Dublin {where all the porter is ma te)
is both & kind and a munificent one. He offers to finance a scheme
for the re-housing of the very poor within a certain area in the city
of Dublin, and his plans are most generous, providing not ulone
decent dwellings, but also places of recreation for body and mind,
A compeny with a similar purpose has also been started with a
capital of £20,000 in £] shares, go a3 to enable even thq Workl.np;
olaswes themselves to have a share in the scheme, a thing which
would be a great incentive to thrift amongst the class, of. all others
which is practically shut out from all ways of profitably and
securaly investing their emall earninpe. His Grace Archbishop
Walsh applied for 500 shares and was, I believe, the fiest share-
homeAr.g'ood deal hae already been done in Dublin in gradually pro-
viding healthy and neat houses for the better clags artisans. But in
an old oity like Dablin, this was & costly work. .H:therto«-—ancl_ of
course the same state of things largely prevml.q—-the labouring
clanses, forming a very large share of the population, were housed
in tenements, these tenementa being the ca_.at-ofE city mansions a_nd
large honses of the nobles and weslthy residents of the pre-Union
days when Dublin was one of the gayest cities in Europe, When
the Union carried the Irish nobles and members of Parliament away
to London, one mansion after another fell into disuse until whole
streets wera deserted ; then by degrees the houses came to be let out
in parts, fell lower and lower ; the better cluss left the neighbour-
hood of the fast decayipg streeus, nntil finally whole dlfstl‘lcis of
maagnificent houses became common lodging quarters, the fine dwel-
lings, too costly to be kept in proper repair, became & thqusand
times shabbier and more insanitary than the poorest cottage in the
country could be, the once stately streets became great, unkempt
emporinms of ghabbiness, neglect, ill-health, and all the illa of over-
crowding. So the lodging of this lerge class of the very poor atill

remains a disgrace to :ur oity, and the work now about to be
undertaken is one of the most nrgently needed public works of the
day.

As you no doubt receive in New Zealand all

NEW BOOKS

worth reading that are issued over here, T will mention two that
help eminentiy to fill & much-felt want in Catholic literature : well-
written books for youths at college, One of these books, Geaffry
Aunstin, Student, appeared a year or two ago and was most favour-
ably received by reviewers, The second, The Trixmph of Failure,
haa ouly appesred with the New Year, It isasequel to Geffry
Awstin, and both are from the pen of a gifted priest, the Rev. P, A,
Sheehan, of the diocese of Clnyne. Both works deal in a very
practical, real life way with certain rocks that lie in the piuth of
all young students, and, unhappily, trip u great many ap. Young
people cannuvt always bs persnwded that they have not older heads
on their shoulders than their elders. Toey -annot always be con-
vinced that it is not possible for them to possess the ripeness and
depth of judgment that only enme with grey hairs, much study, and
more experience, It is very, very difficult to make them appreciate
how very little the most learned of men can kuow, compared with
the vast amount of subjrets no human mind can grasp ; above all,
it is very difficult for them to realize the greatness of humility, the
humility that i often actnally a proof of great knowledge, And so
they unhappily sometimes fall into a pitiful habit of pitting their
intellects against the omniscience of the Almighty, It is with all
this Father Sheehan deals in a most powerful manner in his two
books, books which no youth would casily throw aside, so fascinat-
ing is the style and the story, and certainly they are works which
onght to open many a father's mind as well as the minds of
students,
Speaking of
YOUNG MEN,

there is a great deal of good work being done in our large cities juat
now through a movement which, I think, in great part emanates
from young Catholies themselves, and whinh, curiously enongh,
seems like & response to the very books of which mention has just
been made. The movement is amongst the assistants employed in
various classes of business houses, who are, by their own desire,
being organised into religious sodalities. One large class, grocers'
and pablicans’ assistants, have just this week formed a sodality
numbering 1,500, all earnestly jomning together for mutual help in
leading true Christian lives ; this is but one of many such associa-
tions in Dublin, yet there are some who speak and write as if
religion were dying out amongst our people,

BOCIAL DOINGS,

How do you amuse yoursglves in New Zealand soniety ! Pretty
much, I have no doubt, as people do over here : the sawe social
gatherings, afternoon at homes taking the place of the old-times
p'vasant inforwal evening dances; occasional big balls where no
one is really happy ; for of the huspitable ‘come and take pot-lack
with me’ of our mothers' days, instead, a rare, costly dinner party ;
even for afterncon visits, peopte only receiving their friends twice,
or at. most three times o month, instead of every day taking chance
of some few friendly faces dropping in to vary the bousehold
routioe ; the same frantic cyeling around after excitement, with—
I conseguence—almost total loss of the capacity for true enjoy-
ment, I wonder will the next eentnry—how near we all are to
being ‘ people of the last century '—briug some wholesome reaction,
Will people grow sick of wanting to seem richer, faster, cleverer,
more high'y - higher educated,’ more everything than they really
are. Shall we go back to sunpler. more wholesome tastes and
pleasures ; shall we, in the words of the very exemplary Rev. Henry
Sandturd {on lease to the ' Viear of Bray), not only be as good as
we are, but as good as we oupght to be!

Meanwhile we work like slaves here (anl I suppose in New
Zealand) wo be not only as happy as we ure, but as happy as we
ought to be, Dublin never bad a run of theatrical amusements or
better accommodation than at present: tragely, comedy, historio
plays, comic opera, pantormime, The historic is sopplied by a
p werful drama founded on the life and death of Wolfe Tone,
given at the Queen's, which, spite of its name, has come to be the
stage for ultra-uational plays. *lLord Edward, or '98, which was
such a brilliant success, was produced here, and ‘' Wolf Tone’
promises to be as popular,

Our theatres are mow mndels of comfort, beauty and safety,
although the working people of Dublin nightly look for the burn-
ing down of the pretty gem, the Gaiety, as there is a popular belief
that such must be its fate, It appears that the completion of the
old Royal (which boasted the largest stage in Europe) was worked
at into the morning of Christmas Day, in order to have all ready for
the opening of the theatre on the following Boxing night. The

THE MASSIVE

Plate-Glass Windows of the CITY BOOT PALACE, with their Beautiful
Display of New Season’s Footwear for LADIES, GENTS, and CHILDREN,
give a fair indication of the grand VALUE and YARIETY to be found
inside the Establishment.

Some of the PRETTIEST DESIGNS that could be wished for are now
on view, and the STOOK is sufficiently large in quantity and diversified in
make up to MEET THE WANTS of all insending Purchasers.

SEE

AND BELIEVE.

CITY BOOT PALACE.

CORNER GEORGE AND ST. ANDREW STREETS,

J. MKAY.



