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Lady Cotton, widow of Admiral Cotton, who diedat Bombay
in1 804 has beenreceived into the Churoh in Rome. The ceremony
took place in the chapel of tne Holy Otnoe. The Very Rev.Father
Fleming deliveredan address on the occibion,and his Holiness sent

the convert his blessing.
In a letter to one of the Southampton (England) paDers, Mr.

F C A Harrington says he is given tounderstand that forty-seven
persons', or thereabouts, haveembraced Catholicism in that town in
consequence of Ruthven's anti-Cathohc lectures.

Paris has been somewhat interested in the change of religionot

Miss Maud Toland, ot Philadelphia, who joined the Catholic Churoh
recently She was receivedinto the Churchby the VeryRev.iather
Osmund Cooke,of the Passionists. Miss Toland is shortly to marry
theBaron Frederic Meyer de Schauensee of the Swiss Guards o the
Vatican. The welding will take place in London, and Cardinal
Vaughan will perform the ceremony.

The Rev. Arthur Wentworth Bennett, M A.,Litfly curate in

charge of St Gabriel's Anglican Churoh. Bromley-by-Bow, London,
X has been'received into the Catholic Church, and is now studying
for the priesthoodat St. Mary's. Bayswater. Mr.Bennetthas joined
the Oblates of St. Charles.

The Bey.A. T. Mitton, M.A., lately Vicar of Markyate, Dun-
stable has been received into the Church by Father Humphrey, 5..1.
(himself a convert), at Farm Street, London, \Y. Mr Mitton
formerly acted as an Anglican minister at Stowmarket, Halhwell,
Stockport. Huddersfield, and Weston. He is a Cambridge graduate.

The conversion is aKo announced of theRev. W. R. Clarke,
lately curate of the Anglican church at Aughton, Orrn«kirk.

We should like to placea copy of Madame Belloc's Historic Nuns
in thehands of everymember of the Women's Protestant Union;
but as that is impossible, we (Catholic Jiook Notes) must content
ouraelv* s withhoping thather most useful volume will, through
the libraries and bookstalls,be readby at lea«t a certainnumber of
these excellent butmisguided persons. Many Catholics feel that a
kuovvled/eof the actual workingof tbe Church in our times is at
least as likely tobe useful toProtestants as thehistory of those who,
from thenature of the case, are far removedio time and surround-
ings. As a matter of fact there is room for all records, the onward
march of theDivinecreation is recognisable in the latest as in the
earliest ages of the Church, and the same spiiit which inspired the
first Apostles governs the actions of the missioners at home and
abroad,knownand unknown, who form the Church's army to-day.

For Catholics, as well as for Protestants, these sketches of
historic, and we may add heroic, nuns form excellent reading.
Mary Aikenhead, the foundress of the Irish Sisters of Charity ;
Catharine MAuley, who established the Irish Sisters of Mercy ;
PhilippineDuohesne, who took the nunsof theSacred Heart to the
New World,and Eliza Ann Seton, who became a Catholic because'shehad seenia Italy thepractical workingof the Catholic Churoh,'
and whoestablished the Sisters of CharityinMaryland,are thenuns
selected, and it would be difficult to render their lives other than
interesting, althoughit must be admitted thatcertain writers have
great powers in that direction. Madame Belloc, however, is not
only never dull ;she writes vividly and selects the incidents best
calculated to impress the reader. Better still, although she is
alwaysedifying, she never makes an effort tobe so ;she is not con-
tinually calling onus toadmire this evidence of humility, or that
heroic action;she allows these to speak for themselves, and most
eloquently theydo so.

We havenoprejudice against those who are talkingand work-
ing for the advancemant of the position of women, but we doubt
whether themost earnest of them will do asmuch towardsrealising
their ideals as any oneof thefour nunswhoselivesarehererecorded,
and still more do we doubt whethertheir their efforts will ensureas
greatbenefits to the community at largeas have resulted from the
quiet,prayerful, simple lives of theseholy women.

MADE IN GERMANY.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND ART.

Inanarticle on -What is Christmas .'
'llnjnnhlx -\< wspaprr says:

—
No subject has exercised pen,pencil, or voice more than thebirth
of Christ. Buthere comes in a curious fact— that while the Pro-
testant communitieshave never ceased to dwell upon the virtues
and teachings of this marvellous personality,ithas been theRoman
Catholic Church which has embellished the theme in the most
«trikin«- manner. Our own National Gallery, and hundreds ot
picture"galleries abroad, aie filled with religious pictures of price-

less value The overwhelming majority has been painted by
Catholic artists. The sublime churches— poems and pictures in

stone—that decorate Europe, including our own cathedrals and
abbey havebeen the work ot Catholic architects, who have been
mostly monks The v,^t bulk of siered music, including the best
pieces used in Prote-^uit hive been composed by Catholics
Now if people really believe in their religion, they would give the
best to God Yet in England we find buildings, erected for secular
purpose-, exced in magnificence those devoted to the service of
God and that tie Protestant communities have not built a tingle
sacred edifice, with the exception of St. Paul's Cathedn.l, which
comes within ahundred thousand miles ot the gieat Roman Catholic
structure- -uch as Westminister Abbey, the cathedral-, of Peter-
bomu"li NorAiih Jislnuy, Lincoln, and so on. Indeed, not only
i- this" the ca-e. bu> f urthei— m< dern churchbuildings are themost
ghastly, un-ightly. ropul-ive lumps of stone and mortar that the
dullnc-s of mankind h...- ever conceived. Tiie-e ai- facts, our
readers can draw the moral.

THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR.

A (iiiKAT deal yet remains to be done for Irish industries, writes an
t-xchange. Not very long ago i:?,<io<) suits of clothes arrived in
Dabl n from (iermany, and the material in all the garments is
woven from German pent. Peat has been applied tomanyuseful
purposes, but certainiy human ingenuity has surpassed itself in
making the product ot thebogs available for the wearingof textile
fabrics. Yet this has not merely buen doneinGermany,but by the
veryirony of fate a trade in the finished article has been established
in the capital city ot Ireland— the land of bogs. Those who have
examined the Irish and German peat declare that the former is
much more suitable for making into cloth than the latter,possess-
ing more fibre, and being altogether of better quality. Yet the
enterprise of the German has succeeded with the inferior article,
while theuse of the Irish producthas not even reached the stage of
experiment. Surely here is amatter to which our Irish capitalists
might turn their attention. A vast deal of Irish money has been
lost in foolish tyre speculations, which, if it had been used to
develop some Irish indus ry, might have resulted in advantage,
while at the same time producing great national benefits. It
mightbe well worth the while of some of our friends to make at
least an investigation into the possibilities of Irish peat being
utilised for the purposes to which the Germans have successfully
applied it.

Tv the course of arevuw of abook on the Little SUtm-s of thePoor,

the Dublin ll< in "
-uminarws the history of the Order .—

The L ttle Si-ters of the Por r is an institution which, founded
less th-m '>*> yearsago by a young curate with no resources save his
stipend of tic a year.a^M-ted by two poorseamstresses andapea.-ant
woman ha- covered the whole earth withits brniches and taken its
place with the mo~t beneficent creations of Catholic faith. It has
now 2 ".(ihoiw-.ot which 2'.t are in theUnited Kingdom,and gives
foodand shdttr to ov<r :}.'S,muu of the aged and indigent poor of

both sexes. The name oi the humble servant woman who was its
first alm'-'-atherer is so closely interwoven with its earlyhistory that
itsSister^throughout Brit.inny are still known as " Joanne .Jugans/
and a street in Sr. Servan is called after the lowliest of its
inhabitant-. Here ina vretJied attic the Abbe Le I'dilleur placed
his two young novices with Jeanne as their mitron.and hither, in

October IS4O they brought the two old women who were the first
pensioner* of the Little Sifters of the Poor. During the time the
two "-iris still pursued their calling as seamstresses, while Jeanne,
by wnous form- of service,earn'd wag.s which also went into the
common fund. W ithevery extensionof the undertaking fr-'sh help
was forthcoming lor it,and thus it progressed from a gam-t to a
b-tscnient and th<n to a bou-e built for it by the chanty ot the
public Now the Little Hster. with her basket on h« r cart, is a
familiar figure in eve-> l..r»e city, and theAhb' Lo Paill.ur has
lived to see the gre-it idea with whuh heaven indued him realised
to an extent thai: prophetic vision alone could base fors.cn.
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The atten'ion of our readers resident in \\ .'Uington is directed
to the advertisement in another column by Mr. .1 . Dawson, elec-
trical en»ir.ier. L-irobtmi Quay. Mr. Dawson n.akis:.speciality ot
fittin" up eleetnc lighting appsu.'us. and has. we und^r-tand,
invert he "Tallest sat,.! ,c:ion in woik earned outby him. Persons
requiringeltctnc woik in town or countiy vvill^-oiisiill their inte-

rest by applying for estimates to M \ Dawaon. **

Our Christas Number, 64 pages, finely illustrated
Our record number. Now Beady. A handsome gift to
friends abroad.

London Dental Institute.
—

£1000 has been depositedby
the principal with the Bank of Australasia at Dunedin as a
guaranteeof our worth. See advertisements. Complete sets from
£3 3s ;pas, 2s Cd ; extractions, 2s 6d and Is. Absolutely painless
All v'ork: guaranteed 10 years. Money refunded if not found
atisfactory.

—
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Allof the best men in New Zealand are riding- Dunlop tyrei,
and when such riders a.* Sutherland, Barker, Wall, Allan Jones,
Scurcher Jones, and Tierney, anI a host of other back-markers
plump straight for the reliable tyre, others will do worseif they do
not take the txperieneeof these Myers.— „ *

,
Visitors to Wellington in search of a comfortable hotel to stay

at will find all their wants provided for at the Railway Hotel,
Thorndon Quay. This well-known and popular house is still con-
ducted by Mr..1. Deaiy,and isconvenient toboth Railway Stations.
J'ranis to all partsof tlie city pass the door every few minutes.—^%

The Austral Cycle Agency, George street, Dunedin, calls atten-
tion to its stouk ot bicycles and accessories. Inselecting its goods
the firm maintains that it isguided solely by quality, and that this
in turn brings an increasing business. Intending purchasers of
bicycles are iuvited to inspect the firm's stock.— ,%


