NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

[Thursdsy, March 2, 1899,

RETURNING TO THR

P N —

FOLI.

Lady Cotton, widow of Admirnl Cottr:-n, who died at Bombay
in 1894, has been roceived into the Uhum}] in 13.'0me. The ceremony
took place in the chapel of the floly OMlice. The Very Rev. Father
Fleming dolivered an addres: op the ocuasion, and his Holiness sent

nvert bis blessing,
the clUn aerletter to oneLof the Southampton (Kngland) pavers, Mr.
F. C. A. Harrington says he ia given Lo understand that forty-seven
persong. or therenbouts, have embraced Catholicism in that town in
vonsequence of Ruthven's anti-Uatholie lectures, .

Paris has been somewhat interested in the change of re]:g}on of
Miss Maud Toland, of ’hiladelphia. who joned the L"uthnhu Lllurch
recently. he was received into the Church by the Very Rev, Father
Osmund Cooke, of the Passionists. Miss Toland is shortly ta marry
the Baron Frederic Meyer de Schanensee of the Swiss Guard‘s of_the
Vatican, The welding will take place in London, and Cardingl

g will perform the ceremony. ]
\an%g?: Rov.p‘\rthur Wentworth Bennett, M A, lately curate in
charge of 8t. Liabriel's Anglican Church. Bromley-hy-Bow, London,
K., l;as been received into the Catholic Church, and is now stu_d).rmg
for the priesthood at St Mary's. Bayswater. My. Bennett has joined

hlates of Ht. Charles,
the ql‘ﬁ:t%ev. A.T. Mitton, M.A., lately Viear of Markyate, Dun-
«lable. has been received into the (harch by Father Humphrey, S.J.
{himself o eonvert), at Farm Street, l.ondon, W. Mr. M‘:ltt()ll
formerly acted as an Anglican minister at Stowmarket, Halliwell,
Stockport. TTuddercfield, and Weston, Heisa Cambridge gm‘duate.

The conver-ion i~ also announced of the Rev. W. R, Clarke,
lately curate of the Anglican church at Aughton, Ormskirk,

THE CATHOLLIC CHURCH AND ART.

< i

Ix an article on - What is Christmas ! * feeyuolds’ Newspaper sy —
No subject has exerei-ed pen, pencl.l‘ or voice more than the birth
of Christ. But here comnes in a curicus faot—that while the Pro-
testant communities have never ceased to d}\rell upon the virtoes
and teachings of this marvellious persouslity, it has been the Roman
Catholic Churech which has embellished the theme in the most
striking manner. Our own Z\'a-l.tio_na.[ (}:}ll_ery, and hundreds‘ of
picture galleries abroad, are filled with religious pictures of price-
lens value. The overwhelming majority has been  painted by
Catholic artist«, The sublime churches—poems and pictures in
stone—that decorate Europe, including oar own cathedrals and
abheye. have been the work ot Caotholic :Irchl_tEI.{Ls, whp have been
mostly monk<, The vt bulk of s1cred music, including ‘thf- best
pieces used in Prote-sany services, hve been composed by Gatholies
Now. if praple really beliese in their relicion. they would wive the
beat to Giod Yet in Vingland we find buildings, erected for s_fuul:u:
purposes, excred in wavniticence thore devotell to the serviee of
Gaod, apd that tne Protestant communitles la:wf not hailt a sinprle
anered cdifice, with the esception of =t Tanl’s (‘ﬂ.bh(}(ll‘hl: which
comes within i hnndred thousand miles ol the rreat Doman f:at,hohc
atrielure ~ieh s Westminister Abbey, the eathedrals of Peter-
borough, Norwich <. lsbuty, Linetlo, and so on, Indeed. not only
je thie the case, bur farther—mre dern church buillings are the most
ghastly, nn=phtly, repul-iee lumps of stune .:m.l mortar that the
dulltices of ik hes crer concvived, These e fact~, our
readers can drasw the woral,

THE LITTLE SISTERS OF TIIE POOR.

T+ the conrse of o review of a baok on the Little Ristery of the Poaor.
the Dablin £t s ~uonunari~ s the history of the Order .—

The L ttle Sisters of the Pocr ia an institution which, founded
less than 00 years ago by a youny curate with no resources save his
stipend of 16w year. amminted by two poor seamstresscs and a pea-ant
woman, his covered the whole earth with its br mehes und taken its
place with the mo-t beneficent creations of ('(lth'uhu fuitle, It has
how 250 hoises, of which 2% are 10 the United Kangdom, and given
oo and <l Jter to over 35,000 of the aged and indigent poor of
both sexes, The nane ot the humble servant woman who was it
first nlmepatherer is co clamely interwoven with its early history that
its Sisters throughent Britanny are still known as °.Joaune J ugans,
and n street in 87 Bervan s called alter the lowliest of its
inhabitants,  Ilere o wrotolied attie the Abbe Le Palllenr placed
his Two young novices with Jeanue a< their matron. and hither. in
Ootoher, 1540, they brought the two old women who were the flrst
pensioners of the Little Si-ters of the Poor. During the time the
two girls still pursued their calling as scamstressee, while Jeanne,
by various torms of service, carned wagnes which also went into the
common tumd,  With every exten-ion of the undertaking frosh help
wa~ forthcomtg lor it and thus it ])ru;__frewf\ed from a garret to a
baectient and then to & bouse buile for iz by the charity of the
public. Now the bittle Sister, with her bisket an lur cart, is o
fuunliar fizare 1 every lerpe city. anil the A\l:l;: [.e I’.:nlll ur_hu_s
Lived to see the great idea with which heavin 1n~]mx:|l him vealised
to an estent that prophetie visou alone could hine Forsien,

The attention of our readers re-ident i Wellineton 1= directed
to ihe advertisement in anaether colwinn by Mr. JJ. Duaawson, elee-
trical envincer, Lambton Quay. MMr. Dawson wakos o sproality ot
fitting up clectrie Ierhfims appan dus anid h:ik.l we umlt-l;‘tund.
gerven The greest san=taetionm s mh carried enb by biw.  Versons
requiriny elesirie work 1L town or countly \\'lll*t'(.:llhll“. their 1nte-
resh by applyng for estunates to ML Dawson,—%,

HISTORIC NUNXNS

&
-

WE should like to place a copy of Madame Bellac’s Historic Nuns
1n the hands of every member of the Women's Protestant {Union ;
but as that is impossible, we (Cutholic flook Notes) must content
ourselvi s with hoping that her mnet useful volume will, through
the librarier and bonkstalls, be read by at least & certain number of
these excellent but misguided perrons. Many Catholics feel that a
knowled re of the actual working of the Church in our times is at
least us likely to be nseful to Protestants as the history of those who,
from the nature of the case, are far removeld ir time and surround-
ings. As a matter of fact there ia room for all records, the onward
march of the Divine creation is recognisable in the latest as in the
earliest ages of the Church, and the same spirit which inspired the
firet: Apostles goverus the actions of the missioners at home and
abrosd, known and unknown, who form the Church’s army to-day.

For Catholice, as well as for Protestants, these sketches of
historic, and we may add heroie, nuns form excellent reading.
Mary Aikenhead, the foundress of the Irish Sisters of Charity ;
Catharine M*Auley, who established the Irish Sisters of Merey;
Philippine Duchesae, who took the nuns of the Sacred Heart to the
New World, and Eliza Ann Heton, who became a Catholic because
‘she had seen in Italy the practical working of the Catholic Church,’
and who established the Sisters of Charity in Maryland, are the nuns
selected, and it would be difficult to render their lives other than
interesting, although it must be admitted that certain writers have
great powers in that direction., Madame Belloc, however, iz not
only never dull ; she writes vividly and selects the incidents best
calculated to impress the reader. Better still, although she is
always edifying, she never makes an effort to be g0 ; she is not con-
tinunally calling on us to admire this evidence of humility, or that
heroic action ; she allows these to speak for themselves, and most
eloguently they do so.

We have no prejudice against those who are talking and work-
ing for the advancemant of the position of women, but we doubt
whether the most earnest of them will do a3 much towards realising
their ideals as any one of the four nunswhose lives are here recorded,
and still more do we doubt whether their their efforts will ensure as
yreat benefits to the community at large as have resulted from the
guiet, prayerful, simple lives of these holy women,

MADE IN GERMANY.
—

& grEam deal yet remains to be done for Irish industries, writes an
exehange,  Not very long ago 13,000 snitz of elothes arrived in
Dubl n troin Germany, awd the material im all the garments is
woven from Germun peat.  Peat has been applied to many useful
purposes, but certainiy human ingenuity has surpassed itself in
making the product ot the bogs available for the wearing of textile
fabries, Yet this has not mercly been done in Germany, but by the
very irony of fute a trade in the finished article has been eatablished
in the capital ¢ity ot Ireland—the land of bogs. Those who have
examined the lrisk and German peat declure that the former is
much more suitable for making into ecloth than the latter, possess-
ty wore fibre, and being altogether of better quality. Yet the
cuterprise of the German has suceceded with the inferior article,
while the use of the Irish product has not even reached the stage of
experiment. Surely here is o matter to which oar Irish eapitalisfs
mirht turn their attention, A vast deal of Irish money has bern
lost in foolish tyre speculations, which. if it had been used to
develop wome Irish induas ry, mght have resulted in advantage,
while at the same time producing great national benefits. [t
might be well worth the while of somea of our friends to make at
least an investieation into the possibilities of Irish peat beinyg
ntili=ed for the purpo-es to which the Germans have saccesstully
applied it.
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All of the best men in New Zealand are riding Duulop tyres,
and when such riders as Sutheriand, Barker. Wall, Allan Jones,
Neorcher Junes, and Tierney, anl a host of other back-markers
plump straighe for the reliable tyre, others will do worse it they do
not tuke the experience of these yers—, *

Visitors to Wellington m search of a comfortpble hotel to stay
at will find all thewr wuants provided for at the Ruilway Hotel,
Thorudon Quay. This well-known and popular houae is <rill con-
ducted by Mr,J. Deaiy. anld 1s convenient to both Railway Stations,
frams to all parrs of the city pass the door every few minuter, —,*,

The Austral Cycle Agency, George street, Dunedin, ealls atten-
tion 1o itz stock of bicycles and accessories. 1n selecting its goods
the Arm maivtains that 1t 15 guided solely by guality, and that this
in turn brings an increasing buosiness, lutending purchasers of
bicycles are iuvited to inspect the firm's stack,—,*,



