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of the pension being w trifle over £17.  Only 40 claiins had
been disallowed.  Of those who wore granted pensions 171
owned England as thehr birth-place, 174 came from Scot-
land, 78 from Ivcland, and 114 from other countries, inclnding
Wales, France, Germany, Mineriea, Anstralia and Tasmania,
The eaunct frures for other districls are not vet available,
but we know that applications are coming m on mucl the
same scade ull over the Colony, and the magistraves have in
many eases actnallv bad to postpone ordinary conrt work in
ordler to overtake the work of disposing of pension chitins.
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Al this ab lenst estublishes one thing, nnd that s the real
and wgent need theve was for something to be done in the
direction of an Ol Age Pension Scheme.  statisbics show
that in Hoglund “of every man helosgine to the \\_01']{inu
and the poorer classes, ronghly, one ontof every two is com-
pelled under existing conditions, if he l‘\'vs" eyond 65, to
have vevourse to pavish velie!.” The peoportion 1s, of course,
not se great i New Zeiland, bub che nombar of pension
claims that arc ponring b shows that there are hinidreds,
and even thousands, of hard-working Libourers, who Tasve
borae their shave of the public urdens of the Colony and
played their pavb o opening up 168 resurees, who are now
left to drag out the laxt daxvs of their life in a otate of semi-
starvation on u pitlance of less than £35 w year. This
alone establishes o cloar case for doing samething, and is el
asuflicient answer to the * Why-eant-youi-le o=t lone 2 re-
menstrance which i so often addressed to pohticios who
abtempt to serionsly erappls with this question. v st be
remembered, morcover. that the crent majority of  those
whose cluing have been allowed are not of those who seck
help because they are too idle and spivitless to t1y amd shife
for themsehies.  Of those who have so far heen aranted
pensions not 10 per cent. bad claimed and obtained dssisg-
ance ander the Charitable Aid luws.  Inother words, they
preferred to stragele alone with the little they had rather
bhaen lower theie self-respecs and netaral pride by ashing for
help that could only he viven [n the form of ~eharity . It
is evident, therefore, that the assistanee to b viven by the
Blate Ix going o a desivable divection asd o 4 class £hat
really desurmve i Y
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Grantine. hawover, Ul b was alnolutely DEeCUsSiry
that ~omebhine shondd fe dones the question st Tennans,
Is Mus sipnords sebeme the bose possible, or cvon w reasoq -
ably saostastory way of doig i Fiear of b we wonld et
thab for s this sresbien ol obd=a e ponsions s {0 alioy
Pty pobities, and e and shondl e disccscalcatondy on
s merits withoul cven st o ol putisaslae Al
the seeomd il e estimdone, the vadue of Mi S s
proposils it 1y nccessaey to b me nind phe proshieroes
diftiendty, alinest aaouni e to te tipossthelivy, of doy sy
even approsimitc b perreet s chenes The salyjeet has
engnecod Lhe attomtion of The Graveinne nls ot oitly ol
England anl ol alinosd all B lisbi-spealans connf e, Ty
abo ol Gormany, Peminar b, 1 e, Floby, cee, set none ol
these hive ~tecoude b devraign o = Totse wheeh fis tiob
ohvions wrd marked doleciss s s woll huown, the Cow-
mission  appotnted By the Botsh Honse of  Conmions
enamined over one Tondred sebenres, Bt veportod nintas gur-
ably onall ol them, nor ded they hind diemselves able, even widh
such s of material Lo scleet from, to frame a satislastary
seheme of their owne A Comitii=~1on was ulso appotted by
the Uniled Staces Goverunient to investoale e s,
and they reported that the sehemes o foree Gernny and
Demmark bad been very far from suceestul. 1t~ sate,
therefore, to conclude  that the Dinman antellizeney s
incapuble of devisime o <ehome that shall be wholly Tree
from cyen serious obijeciios,
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Cortamdy 1owonld beopdle toopretoad L M. s0hbosy's
sclieme T 1ot e wedk spofcatd mos of ther hase been
safticiently clearly L fally pornted o bolore nos. For
oursclies, we have only iwo objections that sre of any
unportinee Lo nnthe Lo the schemes T the st plaee, we
are sabisfied that e the tdeal pens o schenie the pens ois
will e universal. o thas eviry one who lis resided i the
coleny for o certam numdio of vears and s over sib-five
}'c:u'nuol' ace cont oo ool peohn, without AN IIIEY s
to the mnsint ol meone he reenes ey to hiade 1as we
may, there ounder Uie present sehome il non a0 s, it
Jeast an uenceessiny humtibation, placed on those wlio put, in

their elaim for u pension. It is better than charitable aid,
hecanse the pension can be claimed as of right ; bt the righs
can only be established by proving in open Court that the
applicant’s income is less than a cortain amount, and that is a
hamiliation which dovs not sttach to the peasion of the
soldier or civil servant, and which certainly onglit not to
attuch to the pension of the toil-worn colonist. At present,
however, the country cannot zfford to make the pensions
universal, and it is intinitely better to pat up with the
prrtial pension than 1o bave none ap ail.  [n he second
place we are bonnd to admit shat the financial basis
of elie scheme is somewliat nnstable.  The At provides thab
bhe pensions shall he paid out of the Consolidated Fund,
whicli is at present well able to bear the strain ; but even
the most earefol of Colonial Treasurers eannot always
guarantee a surplus, and there is a possibility that when the
dark days of deficits come upen us aguin there may be some
dificulty in finding ths wherewichal to pay the pensions.
There may be a difficaiuy, but the difficnlty weuld have to be
very serions, however, hefore there would be any thought of
retrogression or repudiation,  Moreover, the present financial
arraneetnent is only to hold cood for three years, and the
valuable experienes garned in chat time and the information
acyuired s to the exact cost of the propesal will no doubt
greatly lessen the dufliculty of finding a satisfactory und
pertoanent fnancial basis for the scheme.
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Apar from these imperfeciions, we view the initiation of
the Old Ave Pensions seheme wish o feeling of genuine
satisfaction. [t 15 not a perfect scheme, but it is a serions
andl carnest attempt to grapple with & very knotty and a
very pressing problent. It 1s ab least a step in the right
direction, and if reccived in a fricndly and sympathetic
spivit it will undoubtedly lead to the development  of
a more perfect scheme later on.  Mr. Skppoy deserves
hotl the thanks and the congratulations of the commuonity
for his great achicvement. He has shown once arain his
remarkable power of takine a diffieuls political problem and
knocking it into shape in spite of no end of opposition and
adverse criticism.  One of the best tributes to the value of
bis scheme is to be found in the high approbation it has
received outside of New Zealandl. Leading English states-
men have spoken of it with cordind approval, and an expert,
appointed by the New MNouth Wales Government, after
examining all the Home schemes, has fanally reported in
bavour ol the New Zealand Act. The truth is that for
mans ather vountries besides New Zealand Mr. SEDpoN’s
selieme fus advanced the ¢4 Aae Pensions fpuestion 4 most
mopertans stages By his courage and abiliy be has Liken
the question onee for al oul of the redhy of theory and
fnonahtat wito the vecon of practical polities and solid fact,
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T erection of anew Catholic CLureh at Washola (~avs the Hrwd,
fleulid ) 1~ making rood progress, The site is excellently chonen,
and commands aovery extensive view, Jt s expeclted that the
builders will have lini-led their work shortly after Eu-ler, when
the church will be opened with the usual ceremonies, We are in-
tormed that Dr. Verdon, lushop of Drunedin, has presented the
church with analtar, sad the Rev. Father O Donnell of {ueenstown,

tormerly of Milton, has presented three heantiful stained glans
winduws for the chanecl.

Sowme ol the members of the ' Sign of the Cross’ Company wmd
a full orchestra as<isted the choir of St Joseph’s Cathedril on
Sumeday.  The music at High Mass was Gounod's M oe Sofenn He,
which was r ndered 12 o very creditable manner,  The soloists
were the Misses Norah and Ro-e Blaney (soprano), Messrs, Powell
and Muddleson (tenor), and Mesra. M Kenna and Jeffries (bass).
Mr. George 1Tul) condusted, and Mr, Fred Stokes presided at the
orouan. At Vespera Miss Rose Blaney sany Gounods * Ave Maria,”
with violin obligato by Mr. {lali.  Mr, 'T. Middleton sang with
much taste the solo * Total Belipse. from *Hamson,” and Mr, Went-
worth the - Pro Pecentls ' from Ressini's * Stabul Mater '

A MiLToy correspondent writes ——The lev. Father Vincent's
Motreat at Milton elosel on ~unday evening with a renewal of
Baptisinal vows, The church was crowded with a fervent congre-
vation.  The Rosary in Iri-h was a fature of which the vencrable
missionary wnpressed hiz hurheat approval, During the week the
anniversary of the late Father Vereker'a death was cotmmemo rated
by a Solemn Requicmn Mass, of which Dean O'Leary, of Lawrence,
wits ceiehrant, iwisted by o number of the neighbouring cleryy.

Many who hasve tiches suffer more [rom a sense of poverty than
1aany othiers who ate peoniless. Cheerfulness ilepends largely on
Low one loaks at bis lot and his posseasions,



