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THE CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES.

RUTH and strong fecling may wed and live
together—for a time—on tolerably good terms.
But as a matter of fact the union is seldom a
happy one.  Certain press and platform enshu-
siasts in (ireat Britain and Amcrica furnish
melancholy instances in point. They see the
horns and tail and cloven hooves of Dope and
Jesutt peeping around every corner and ont of

every nook and eranny of public and social life, and find it

necessary to organise and maintain great associations—such
as the Protestant Alliance in England, the AP.A. in the

United States, and the Orange Society everywhere—to pro-

tect the world at large from being devenred by the giant

Blunderbore of ¢ Romanist aggression.” Now and then they

get a hold of the public ear.  And then arise sundry phuleso-

phers of the great school of Pooh-pooh, who sct aboub
proving that the supposed opre is—like the cadaverous Irish
waiter of the story—in reality dead, hut too lazy to shut its
eyes, and merely waiting a decent interment. Such was, in
effect, the attitude taken up in the cooked statistics of Dn.

Horrox and Rev. Hrow Price Huones,  Eaperienced

people witl, # g ior/ hesitate to aceepl cilher the hysterical

visions of the seared enthusiasts, or the pyemy images scen
by the Pooh-pools by looking thvough the wrong end of «
teleseope.

* »

The American correspondent of the Dunedin Erepng
Star has tried his "prentice haud at the work of minimising,
to some extent, the proud position of pre-vminence attained
by the Catholic Church in the Greab Hepublic.  The matter
has heen dealt with in a correspondence which appears else-
where in thisissue, and to which the attention of onr readers
is directed.  The arowth of the Catbolic Church in the
United Statcs is one of the mest conspicuous facts of the
later history of North America From half-w-million out of
& total poprdation of 13,000,600 In 150, 1t has wrown 1o
probably 2,000,000 out of over (3,000,000 at the present
bime—comprising within its pale, acserding to Me, Rie
Bacng, abuut one-third of the tolal (:lllll'(.‘ilwf_?:OUI'S. of the
United States. This increase Is due not to immigration
alone, but to annexation of Catholic torritorics. sueh s
Florida. Tesas, and California, to consarions, aud Lo the
multiplying of fumilies.  The Hou_ DLeverons, Wiienr,
of the National Burcau of Statistics, i reported to haye
declared that the marvellons inerease in Catholiciem in the
country Is lateely due to comversions and to the exeess of
the birth-rate over the death-rate.  I'his latter resnlt he
ascribes to the inculeation of right pw.uciples of morality
throngh the ugency of the confessional,

» % *

The N Yerd Movedd of Mugust 2, 1891 —referred o
in the correspondence published clsewhere—says that *the
Catholic Church in the United States is u body of gigantic
proportions. Ity churches are senttored t?hron‘t:‘l]unt the
length and breadth of the land.  Tlhe ald New England uf
the Puritans is now the New Rustand of the Catholics.
In the Edwbaghe Beeiers for April, 1890, Mr. BonLey
writes —

In no part vt the United States has the growth of the Roman
Catholic Church been so remarkable as in New England, where,
till after the Revolntion. lingered the spirit waich ir_1 the previous
century had applauded the Puritan Ugvumor Endzcott.l when he
cut from the British llag the St. George’s Cross 'as a Vopisk symbul
savouring of supsrstition, and not to be countenunced by Christian
men,

The descendants of the Muritans have arrested their own
development by w limitalion of family. The Trish aud
French Canadians are possessing the land, rich in the Bible
blessing of happiness promised to the nimn whose quiver is
fult.  Is there not something in the nature of the prophetic
in the words which the ol New Englund Congregational
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Minister, Rev. JosHua HorewrLL, spoke to Sam Slick long
ago ? ‘Nam,’ said he, ¢ we're agoin’ to have an establishe

Church ; it may be a very good Church, and it is a great
deal better than many we have ; but still it ain’ the Church
of the Pilgrim Fathers.” ¢ What Church, minister 7° said
Sam. ‘Why," said the minister, ‘the Roman Catholic
Church,  Before long it will be the established Church of
the United States.” "An established Church will, we trust,
never be an accomplished fact in the United States. None
thie leas, the far-secing old Congregatioualist had a wondrous
insight into the growth of that Charch—how, from a small
sect in a small corner of the land, it grew, in Bodley’s words,
‘Into one of the most powerful and most democratic re.
ligious communities which the world has ever seen, and

which is fated to leave a mark on the history of Christen-
dom.’

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN,
—_———

FATHER CLEARY, editor of the N Z, TABLET, is paying a short
vigit to the Maniototo district, and, by kind arrangement with

Father Sheehan, celebrates Mass at Naseby next Sunday at nine
o'clock.

The Retreat conducted by the Very Rev. Father Vincent, C.P.,
during the past week at Port Chalmers, was bronght to s close on
Sunday last. The varions services during the period of the Retreat
#ere very well attended, and the church was crowded on the ocCa-
sion of the closing ceremonies.

ON the list of successiul candidates af the recent Junior Civil
Service examination appear the names of the six pupils presented
trom the Christian Brothers' Hehool—wia, N, 1. Ryan, J. B. Callan,
J. W, Wilkins, Edward Freed, J. T. Huuvgerford, and P. Skene,
The optional subjscts presented by one or more of the above-
namea were Shorthand, Physics, French, Algebra, and Enclid,

H1s Lord-hip Dr. Verdon (wires our G ore correspondent) visited
Gore on Friday last when he heard a number of confessions. D,
Verdon celebrated the nine o'elock Mass on Saturdny. Abouteighty
perzons received Moly Communion on Sunday morning. His L ord-
ship preached at the 17 ¢'clock Mass, taking for his text— We
exhort yeu that you receive not the grace of God in vain,’ He
preached also in the evening, the subject of the discourse being
*Temptation.” Dr. Verdon left Gore on Tuesday for Invercargill,

Dr. O'Neill, who recently teok his degree of M.B, has been
unanimonsly elected as junior house surgeon of the Dunedia Hos-
vital. Thi- is, we believe, the first time in the history of the insti-
tution that such an appointinent has been made with the unanimous
approval ot the Trustees, and the comwpliment  thus paid Dr,
(O’ Neill must be highly appreciated by him, and is g strong testi-
@mony of the esteem i which he is held by the governing hody of
the mstirution. We congratulate Dr. O'Neill on the appointment,
und hope it will be the forerunner of & snecessfnl career,

RroDovixics College. Thowling street, {s in
Vollepe. London, of the report of the
 vocal and instrumental music, Al the candidates passed with
~uceess sevring the follow ing mark- ~—Instrumental Music—Senior
hvizron - Honours, Mary Woods, 1006 : Florence Courtis, 87, Inter-
wediate Division ~ HNoneurs:  Minnje Paton, 25 Pass: Kate
Hannon, 97 Eva Ilart, 12 ; Winifred Colehan, 82 ; Isabel Seelye,
o Mary Crawler, 7, I'rimary Division—2Mary Jackman, 18 H
Clara Hughes, 75 : Myra Montague, 70, Singing—Senior Divigion :
Pars, Margaret Ewing. 72 . Intermediale © DPass, TMelen Watt, 69 ;
Primary Pass. tiertrude Meenan, 7} ; Lthel M Donaid, 72,

A MILtox correspondent writes —A retreat for the members of
the association of the Sacred Heart commencod in the Church of Qur
Lady of Terpelval Succour. Milton, on SBunday evening, Rey.
Father Vineent,(!.P'.. conducts the exercices, which are well atiended
Loth morning and evening, The retreat closes on Sunday with the
renewal of baptismal vows. The Bishop of the diocese has held
vonfirmation services in four centres of the Miltor mission—viz., Bal-
clutha. Owaka, Glenomaru, and Tahakoup, udministering the Sacra-
ment to about I candidates. Ihs Lordship very much enjoyed the
drive through the romantic scenery of the Catling district and
returned to Balclutha by way of Port Molyneanx. It is intended to
have o confinnation service in Milton previous to Dr. Verdon's
departure for Europe. The new Church of St Hyacinth at Waihola
is progressing rapidly and forms a conspicuous object overlooking

the lake. The Bishop has presented a handsome altar for the
church,

Tue Most Rev. Dr. Verdon, of Dunedin, visited Balclutha
Roman Catholic Church on Monday, February 13, and administered
Confirmation to & numnber of children. The church (says the
Leacdr ry was nicely diocorated for the occasion by a few Iadies of the
congregation, the altar especially presenting a handsorne appear-
ance. The service took place at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, when
orly a fair congregation assembled, owing, doubtless, to the incon-
venience of the hour. The Bishop preached an eloquent and in-
structive scrmon suitable to the oceasion, After administering
Confirmation, his Lordship enrolled a number of children as
wmembers of the League of the Cross, The serwice concluded with
the Benediction of the Bleswd Sacrament, The choir, which was
augmented by a few lady members of the Milten cheir, rendered
the Benedictien hymn~ in cplendid style.  Mis Seanlan (Milton)
presided at the vigan in o very efficient manner. This Lordship
celehrated Mass lie following morning carly, and left, afterwards
tor Owaku, where he confirm d several ohildren that afternoon.
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