
Minister,Rev. Joshua Hopewell,spoke to Sam Slick longago ? < Sam,' said he, 'we're agoin' to have an establishedChurch ; it may be a very good Church,and it is a greatdealbetter than many we have ; but still it ain't the Churchof the Pilgrim Fathers.' < What Church, minister ?
'

saidbam 'Why, said the minister, 'the Roman CatholicChurch. Before long it will be the established Church ofthe United States.' An established Church will,we trust,never be an accomplished fact in the United States. Nonethe less, the far-seeing old Congregalionalist had a wondrousinsight into thegrowth of that Church— how, from a smallsect ina small corner of the land, it grew,inBodley's words,into one of the most powerful and most democratic re-ligious communities which the world has ever seen, andwhich is fated to leave a mark on the history of Christen-dom. J

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.

RUTH and strong feeling may wed and live
together— for a time-— on tolerably good terms.
But as a matterof fact the union is seldom a
happy one. Certain pressand platform enthu-
siasts in Great Britain and America furnishmelancholy instances in point. They see the
horns and tail and cloven hooves of Pope and
Jesuit peeping around every corner and out of

every nook andcranny of public and social life,and find it
necessary to organiseand maintain great associations— such
as the Protestant Alliance in England, the A.P.A. in theUnited States, and the Orange Societyeverywhere— to pro-
tsct the world at large from being devoured by the giant
Blunderbore of 'Romanist aggression.' Now and then they
geta holdof the public ear. And then arise sundryphiloso-phers of the great school of Pooh-pooh, who set about
proving that the supposed ogre is— like the cadaverous Irish
waiter of the story— in reality dead, but too lazy to shut its
eyes,and merely waiting a decent interment. Such was, ineffect, the attitude taken up in the cooked statistics of l)n.
Horton and Rev. Iln.u Price Hrcjins. Experienced
people will,apilot /hesitate to accept either the hysterical
visions of the scared enthusiasts,or the pygmy images seen
by the Pooh-poohs by looking through the wrongend of a
telescope.

♥ * #

The American correspondent of the Dunedin Ernnnq
Starhas tried his 'prentice hand at the work of minimising,
to some extent, the proud position of pre-eminence attained
by theCatholic Church in the GreatRepublic. The matter
has been dealt within a correspondence which appears else-where in this issue, and to which the attentionof onr readersis directed. The growth of the Catholic Church in the
United States is one of the most conspicuous facts of the
later history of North America. From half-a-million out ofa total population of 1;!,000,000 in ],s:)o, it has grown to
probably 12,»>00.0oo out of over (;,"),Oou,ouo at the present
time— comprising within its pale, acioiding to Mr. Ri.xi:Baciie, about one-third of the total church-goers of theUnited States. This increase is due not to immigration
alone, but to annexation of Catholic territories Mich as
Florida.Texas, and California, to concisions, and to the
multiplying of families. The Hou I). C\ukou, AVkk.hi1,
of the National Bureau of Statistics, is reported to ha\e
declared that the marvellous increase in Catholicism in the
country is laigely due to comersions and to the excess of
the birth-rate o\er the death-rate. This latter result he
ascribes to the inculcation of right principles of morality
through the agency of the confessional. I* * *

The Xfir Yml, Hiinhlof August 2, LsO1— referred to
in the correspondence published elsewhere— sa\s that 'the
Catholic Church in the United States is a body of yinantie
proportions. Its churches are scattered throughout the
length and breadth of the land. The old Xew Englandof
the Puritans is now the Now England of the Catholics.'
In the Eilnihunih Rrricn- for April, ls'.K), Mr. Boi>i,i;y
writes :—: —

Inno part vi the United States has the growth of the Roman
Catholic Church been &o remarkable as in Ni-w England, where,
till after the Revolution, lingered the spirit which in the previous
century had applauded the Puritan Governor Endicott. when he
cut from the British Hag- the St. George'sCross 'as a Popishsymbol
savouring of suptrstition,and not to be countenanced by Christian
men.'

The descendants of the Puritans hau- arrested their own
de\elopment by a limitation of family. The liish and
French Canadians are possessing the land, rich in the Bible
blessing of happiness promised to the man whosequiver is
full. Is there not something in the nature of the prophetic]
in the words which the old New England Congregational

v-a> f !l SLEARY> editoro£ the NZ- Tablet,is paying a shortSLr%h h
amOt,Ol° dißtrict' and' h? kind arrangement with

o'clock
eehan' celebrates Mass at Naseby next Sunday at nine

(lnr;Th R̂etrCf col?duct^ by tbe VeryRev. Father Vincent, C.P.,
SundavK/a

Th
Weekat Port.Ch^ers, was brought to a close onbunday last. Ihevanous services during theperiodof theRetreatsTnTtn' WfI-atfcended' a?d the<*urch\vas crowded on theSea-sion of the closing ceremonies.

Ox the list of successful candidatesat the recent Junior Civil-Service examination appear the names of the six pupils presented
T T xv Vi -nStl^ Br° thers

' School-viz.,N..1. Ryan, j.B. Callan;I. U. Wilkim. Edward Freed, J. T. Hungerforu, and P SWIhe optional subject, presented by one or more of the above-named were Shorthand,Physics, French, Algebra,and EuclidIDsLordshipDr. Verdon(wiresour Gore correspondent) visitedv£3n° n Si^^lWhen he- heard a "umber of confessToi D?\ erdon celebrated the nineo'clock MassonSaturday. Abouteightypersons received Holy Communion on Sunday morning. His Lord-ship preached at the 11 o'clock Mass, taking for his text- Weexhort you that you receive not the grace of God invain7Hopreached also in the evening, the subject of the discourse beinglemptation. Dr. Verdon left Gore on Tuesday for Invercargilt
Dr. O'Neill, who recently took his degree of M.B ,has beenunanimously elected as junior house surgeon of theDuned?a Hospital. lhs i, we beheve, the first time in the history of the insti-tution that such an appointmenthas been madewith theunanimousapproval ot the Trustee, and the compliment thus paST

be highly appreciated by him, and is a strong test^mony of the esteem in whichhe is held by the governing body ofUk; u^ivuuon We congratulate Dr. O'Neillon°th^appointmentiiudhope it xmIIbe the forerunner of a successful career
Sr. Domixh hCollege. Dowlinjrstreet, is inreceipt fromTrinity( oll^e London, of the report of the the recent local examinationsin vocaland instrumental music. All the candidates passed wiThM.c,e,s. .conng the following marks .-InstrumentalMusic-SeniorDiviMon " Honour*, l[«y Woods, lot) :Florence Courtis «7 Intermediate Division-Honours: Minnie l'aton, 85; Pasi " Kateirannon »7 Lva Hart, !»2 ;Winifred Colehan,82;' Isabel Seelye'..^ Mary trawley 7(i. Primary Division-Mary Jackman, 78 "

Clara Hughes ,b:Myra Montague, 7.;. Sinking-SeniorDivision "
ass, Margaret Ewing. 72 . Intermediate" Pass. Helen Watt

"
'■Primary Pass. (JertrudeMeenan. 71;Ethel M'Donald,72
'

AMIi,ios correspondent writes —A retreat for the membersofI^rTr ?fc ie
Q
Sacrcd ITeart commenced in theChurch of OurLady of Perpetual Succour. Milton, on Sunday evenin- Revfather \ incent,C.P.. conducts the exercises,which are welUttendedboth morningand evening. The retreatcloses on Sunday with therenewal of baptismal vows. The liishop of the diocei has heldconfirmationserver in fourcentresof theMiltonmission-viz.,Balclutha. Owaka, Glenomaru.andTahakoup,administering the Sacra-ment to about 10 candidates. H.s Lordshipvery much Sn joyed thedrive through the romantic scenery of the Catlins district andreturned to Balclutha by way of PortMolyneaux. Itis intended tohave a confirmation service in Milton previous to Dr Verdon'sdeparturefor Europe. The new Church of St Hyacinth at VVaihSat^^kr^T^'t formba cT» icn0" obiecfc overlodktaS

church P P^sented a handsome altar for the

u« TH
p ?I°r ] V̂'Dr> Vcrdon' of I>unedin, visited BalcluthaRoman Catholic Church on Monday, February 13, and administeredConfirmation to a number of children. The church (says theLradt /") was uu-ely decorated for the occasion by a few ladiesof thncongregation, the altar especially presentingIhandsome appear-ance. Iheservice took place at 3 o'clock in the afternoon whenonly a fair congregation assembled,owing, doubtless, to the incon-venience of the hour. The Bishop preached an eloquent aid Lstructive *crmon suitable to the occasion. After administeringGonfirmat.on Ins Lordship enrolled a number of children asmembers ot the League ot the Cross. Theservice concludedwiththe Benedictionof the Ble^ d Sacrament. The choir which wasaugmented by a few lady n.embers of the Milton choi renderedtheBenediction hymn, in .plu.did sryle. MisH Scanlan (Miltoi,)presided at the o.g.m m a very efficient manner. His Lordshiucelebrated Mast, the following morning early, andleft afterwardstor Owaka, wlu.rohe coafirmid severalchildren thatafternooZ
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