
Then another strange fact became evident
—

the Journal Acs
Debats never received that particular issue of the Osservatore
Romano. This was peculiar. But the plot began to thicken when
it was found, that the London Times, too, railed tT receive the
Ossercatoreon thesameday. The same fate befel other foreign
papers.

But it would appear that the ItalianGovernment officials did
not expend all their solicitude on the Ossercatore Romano. On the
evening of the publication of the Encyclical your correspondent
sat down to translate it, worked over itnearly all night and. a part
of thenext day,andlost no timeinmailing it to the Freeman. He
might have saved himself the trouble. The Encyclical never
reached its destination. A friend of his who translated the docu-
ment for anEnglishpiper has had the same experience.

And now the questionbegins to arise:What is gome to be
done about it? If the Pope's most solemn communications tothe children of the Catholic Church are to be at the mercy ofthe Italian Government, it is as well that they should know it. It
is your correspondent's humble ,opinion that if influential Catho-
lics in the differentcountries of Europeaud America realised the
true condition of the Papacy in Rome to-day, there would be an
outburst of international indignation which would speedily end
thepolitical careerof theparties thathavemade waron theCatho-lic Church inItalyduring the last thirty years. '
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The GermanKaiser isa man of manyparts:
now spouting theatrically of divine right,
anonclappinghis 'mailed fist

'
to his sword

hilt, againapilgrim, and through all and inallan enigma to
the world, and probably to himself as well. In his recent
pilgrim-tour through Palestine he delighted fervent German
Evangelicals by the aggressive Protestantism of the sermon
delivered by him at the opening of the new church of the
Redeemer in the Holy City. He contrived to annoy the
Russiansby cuttingoff agoodlyslice of their long-established
supremacyinJerusalem. Hepattedhis 'brother,' theunspeak-
able Turk, on the back by acting as the apologist of the
massacre of the Armenian Christians. He followed up these
successes by placing the Catholicsof theEast generallyunder
the protectionof 'the mailedpower of the imperial navy,' and
bestowing upon the ancient Church the site in Jerusalemwhere, according to old tradition, the Blessed Virgin lived
with the ApostleSt.John from the day when, at the foot of the
cross,he

'
took her to his own.1 He has contrived to please

Protestants and Catholics. He has also tickled the Mahome-
dans under the chin and emptied their beggared exchequer
into thebargain. And, lastor all,hehas returnedhome laden
with magnificentand costly presents. But, says the Spectator,
'the presents were really made to him by the unfortunate
Government officials and other public servants in Turkey,
whose pay was stopped in order to provide the imperial
presents.' That is how they do things in Turkey. The pro-
cess reminds one forcibly of many a 'voluntary' testimonial
that is given in more favoured countries. However, we can
forgive the stagy,posing,prosingKaiser many a thing— even
the presents

—
when we recollect that, in a nation which, out-

side theCatholicbody, preserves so littleof Christian faith or
practice, he is seized with some knowledge of the placewhich
religion should fill in public,social, and domesticlife.

ITALIAN TYRANNY.

INFAMOUS SUPPRESSION OF AN ENCYCLICAL.
A veryimportant question for Catholics inall partsof the world,
says theRoman correspondentof theNew York freeman's Journal,
and of very special importance for the Roman correspondentsof
Catholic newspapers, is thatof the freedom of communication that
should exist between the head and centre of the Catholic Church
and the rest of the Catholic universe. When Rome fell before the
forces of Victor Emanuel in 1870 thenewNational (let uscall itso)
Government passed a law of guarantees, which provided, among
other things, that the person of his Holiness would be protected
against disrespect, and that his communications with therest of the
worldwouldbe absolutely free.

A recent fact will illustrate the degree of reliance that is tobe
placed in this or any other

'
guarantee

' given by the masters of
modern Italy, On the sthof Augustof this year,Pope Leo XIII.
gave to the world one of the most important documents issued
during his long reignof more than twenty years. Itwas addressed
primarily to the clergy and people of Italy,but his Holiness ex-
pressly declared in it thatit wasalso designed to call the attention
of Christendom to the tyranny under which the Church in Italy
groans, to the unjustifiable suppression of hundreds of Catholic
societies for promoting the religious,moral, and economic well-
being of the people, to the wanton outrages committed on the
liberty of the Catholic press,and finally to the intolerable position
created for thePapacy inRome. For weeks after the publication
of■th^s Encyclical, thepress of Italy rang with it,in terms of abuse
or in termsof praise according to the complexionof the different
organs.

The London Timesbegan to talk aboutit— actually a leader on
it, which was not half bad for the Times. Then a curious fact
came tolight

—
theextractsof theEncyclical quoted in the Times

wereinaccurate, and its Roman correspondent telegraphedat once
to that effect. The summary j-upplied by the telegraphic agency to
the Times had been cabled to the Paris Journal dotLcbats, but the
Journalprudently preferred to wait until it received the official
textof the importantdocument from the columns of the Ossercatore
Romano.

(From our own correspondent.)
Ithas been decided toadopt thebasilicastyleof architecturefor the
new church, which is to be erected on the site of St. Mary's
Cathedral. Itis very probable that Mr.F.Petre of Dunedin will
be entrusted with the work of supplying plans and specifications.
The statement that wascirculatedhere that hehad been definitely
selected, is premature.

Of thepriestsIreported last week ashaving been ordained atSt.Joseph's Church, Buckle street,Fathers Kimbeil and Maloney
i"oin the College staff for the present, whilst Father Mahoney goestoNelson to replaceFather Brousaard, whogoes to New Caledonia
for mission work.

The pupils of St. Mary's convent grave two concerts during
the weekon behalf of the building fund of St. Mary's Cathedral.They wereassisted on both occasions by leading musicians of this
city. The Theatre Royal, in which the concerts were given,had
been transformed from its generally cold appearance intoquite an
attractive concert room, through the kindness of theD.I.C. The
outside assistance was given by Messrs. Parker, pianoforte(accom-panist), and Hill and Stebbing (vocal sts), and Herr Hoppe
(violim'st). The pupils and ex-pupils whocontributed to the pro-
gramme wereMisses White,Brady, Chapter, Sullivan,L.Maginnity,Putnam, Pender, Quin, K. Connell,Maginnity, and Keaisley. As
my budget of news this week is already somewhat lengthlyImust
refrain from going into particulars, suffice it tosay that the whole
performance was a musical treat which was duly appreciated by
the discriminating audience which was present on the first night.
On the second occasion the audience wa» much larger, the weather
being finer and the programme of amore popularcharacter.

A representative meeting of the parishioners of Te Aro and
Thorndon was held in St.Patrick's Hall onSunday afternoon for
thepurpose of making arrangements for theholding of the annual
schoolpicnic on BoxingDay. The Very Rev.Father Devoy,V.G.,
and the Very Rev.Father Lewis. Administrator of the Cathedral
parish, were present. Itwas decided to hold the outingatFather
Lane's ground at theLower Hint,and thdt another meetingshould
beheld next Sunday afternoon to arrange details.

The members of theHibernian Society entertainedMr.Haydon,
chief President of the Society in Australia, when that, gentleman
was passing through Wellington recently on his way to Sydney.
Bro. Lissington presided at the luncheon which was given in
honour of the visitor,after which Mr. Haydon visited tit.Patrick's
College andother placesof interest.

St. Mary's Convent has againcome to thefore in the musicalexaminations,for out of the 2'J passes secured by We lington candi-
dates at the examination held a few days ago under the auspicesof
the Associated Boards of the Royal Academy of Music and the
RoyalCollege, in practical work, the Convent was credited with 17.
Of the nine candidates sent up for singing all passed,three with
honours ; in fact, these were the only candidates who obtained
honours in this centre. The following is the result :

—
Local Centre

Examinations: Senior Grade Honours— Da'py Marshall and May
Sullivan,singing. Local Centre Pass:Pinnoiorte

—
Rose Falconer;

Singing— Lily White, Ma;Putnam, and Theodore Shapter. LocalSchool Examination:Honours.
—

Singing— Kate Connell. Higher
Division.— Singing — Christine Smith, Eilie Stafford, and May
M'Leod. Pianoforte— Wuiilred iiionardson,Jessamine Evatt, Alice
M'DonaH, aud Clare Campion. Lower Division.— Pianoforte

—
Muriel W.tldograve and lreue Nathan.

(The abovereached ustoo late for insertion in our last week's
issue.)

December 17.
Forxowixn tha example-set by the former students of St. Patrick's
College andpupls of the Marist Brothers' sohools, the ex-pupils of
the Convent have iornitd an 'Old Girls' Association.' A meeting
for this object was held in thii Convent a few day.s ago, the Rev.
Mjther Superior presiding. The officers elected were : President,
theRoy.Moih<-rSuperior ;vice-president,Muss O Connor;secretary,
Miss Kate Williams ;cotnuritteo, Mrs.T. G. Macarthy,Mrs. Gamble,
andMies M'Donald.
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thispointof view, maybe regardedas pioneers of civilization.'
T^e-well-known Protestant pulpit orator, Rev. Dr. Costa, of
New York, says:'In Manila the very insurgent soldier bows
humbly in adoration before the cross, and is quite as gooda
Christian as hundreds of thousands of more pretentious and
privileged peoplein this country. Zealous propagandists (he
adds) may well confine themselves to their present half-tilled,
sunburnt fields, wherein they wrangle with one another about
modest forms, and debate their pitiable creed to the confusion
of honest inquirers, insteadof seeking to disintegrate existing
Christianity inManila. As for our own (Episcopal) Church..
a careful study of its present conditions would suggest better
attention to itself before attempting to send more missionaries
into the East. It had better find out what it believes, re-
establish its faith, stop the blatant denialof God's Word now
echoed in pulpit and print, invigorate discipline, and catch
more of the spirit of the Catholic Church and the Apostolic
age, before makinganydemonstrationeither in Manilaor the
"West Indies.'
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ALL TO ALL.

T AWfftrtitflt 0 CefifliFT ) 178 and 180 Colombo Street,Christchurch— Hams,Baon,Beef, Sausages, German SausageJkl&JftVuUv W« «i yiJSuSiUIBrawn, White Puddings, Pressed Beef, CornedBeef, ConedPork, Ox Tongues, anda prod supply
Family Hoteliers. ]of Small goods. Orders solicited daily anddeliveredpunctually. Ringup Telephone389,


