
Foras Jesus Christ, the Wordof God, clothed in our Acsh declaresthe workof theHoly Spirit,
'
for the Angelsaid toMary,The HolyGhost shall come upon,thee, and thepower of the MostHigh shallovershadowthee (St. Luke1., 85);so the writersof theScriptures,inspiredby the sameSpirit,begat the written Word of God '

Theholy men of Goi spoke,inspired by bbc Holy Ghost'(IIPeter I.21). Again as the divine and human element can be discerned inthesluoarnate word,and yet to distinguish these, we reqaire thePaternal revelation,'Flesh and Blood hathnot revealed it to theebut myFather Who is in Uetv-m '(St. Mutt xiv.,17) so tobe able'to penetrate the written word, andunravel its literal and mystical
meanings, we require illumiuation from above (St.Paul, I. Cor.11., 14).

Moreover, as Jesus Christ wasastumbling block to the Jewsand to the Gentiles, foolishness;but to those believing He was thepower of God and the Wisdomor God (/.Cor. 1., 23, 24);soof theScriptures, we find that while someset downthe Scripturenarrativeas stupid fablesand lying stories;tous, the childrenof G-od,'theyareas fertile pastures,audbeautiful gardens, in which the flock ofthe Lord is marvellously refreshed and delighted' (St. Aug.,Serin.26). ** '
The Councilof Trent suya that the Gospel, promised throughtheprophetsin the Holy Scriptures, was first promulgated by ourLordJesus Christ, the Son of God, with His own mouth, andthenHe commanded His Apostles to preachit toevery creature,as thefountainof saving truth and moral discipline. Recognising thatthis truthanddisciplinearecontained in the writtenbooks,andintheunwritten traditions which were received from the mouthofChrist Himself,or from the Apostles, the Holy Ghost dictating,the bynod. following theexamples ofthe OrthodoxFathers,receivesand venerates with an equal affection of piety and reverence,allthebooksboth oftheOldand New Testament, seeing that one

GOD IS THE AUTHOR
of both,as also the said traditions (as well those appertaining toiaith as to morals), as having been dictatedeither by Christ's ownword of mouth,or by the Holy Ghost. And it was thought meetthat a list of the Sacred Books be inserted in this decree lestadoubt may arise in anyone's mind which are the books that arereceived by the Synod. Here, in the decree, follows the list ofbooks, bothof the Old and New Testament, in accord with theVulgate edition, which is to be held authentic by reaßon of thelengthened usage of so many ages, and it adds:*If anyone
receivenot as sacred and canonical the said books entire withalltheir parts, lethim be anathema.'Furthermore, desirousof restrainingpetulantspirits,it deoreesthat no one,relying onhis own skill, shall in mattersof faithormorals presume to interpret the Sacred Scriptures contrary to thatsense which HolyMotherChurchhathheldanidoth hold. Finallywishing to repress that temerity,by which the words andsentencesof Sacred Scripture are turned and twisted toall sorts of profaneuses, to wit; to things scurrilous, fabulous, vain;to flatteries,detractions, and superptitions; the Synod commandsand enjoins,tor the doing away with this kind of irreverence and contempt,and that no one may henceforth dare in any way to apply thewords of Sacred Scripture to these and such like purposes, thatall
menof this description, profaners and violaters of the Word ofGod, be by the bishops restrained by the penalties of law, andothers of their ownappointment.

In the Encyclical on the Scriptures, our present HolyFatherwrites:
'
Revelationis necessary to man. because God has destinedman to a supernatural end. This supernatural revelation accor-ding to the belief of the universal Church is contained bothinunwritten traditions and in written books, which are thereforecalled Sacred and Canonical, because, 'being written under theinspirationof the Holy Ghost, they haveGod ror their Author, andas such have been delivered to the Church

'
(v. also CouncilofVatican, Sess. 111. cap. 2). This belief has been perpetually heldandprofessed by the Church in regard to the books of both Testa-

ments ;and there are wellknowndocumentsof the gravest kind
coming down tous from the earliest times, which proclaim thatGod, Who spoke firstby the prophets,then by His ownmouth, andlastly by the Apostles,gave also to us the Canonical Scriptures
Ot Aug. De Civ. Dei) and that these are His own oracles andwords (St. Clem. Kom., St. Polycarp, St. Irenceus)— a communica-
tion written by our Heavenly Father, and transmitted by thesacred writers to the human race in its pilgrimage so far from itsheavenly country (St.Chrys,St. Aug.,St. Gregory).The solicitude of the Apostolic office, continues his Holiness,naturally urges,and even compelsus, not only to desire that thisgrand source of Catholic Revelation should be made Bafely andabundantly accessible to the flock of Jesus Christ, but also not tosuffer any attempt to defile or corrupt it,either on the part ofthose who impiously and openly assail the Scriptures,or of thosewhoare ledastray by fallacious and imprudentnovelties.'

AllScripture inspiredof God is profitable to teach, to reprove,tocorrect, to instruct in justice, that the man of God maybe per-fect, furnished to every good work
' (2 Tim. iii., 16, 17.). St.Jerome says that 'A man, who is well-grounded in the testimoniesof the Scripture, is the bulwark of the Church.' Itis thispeculiarand singular power of Holy Scripture, arising from the

INSPIRATION
ot the Holy Ghost, whichgives authority to the sacred orator, fillshim with apostolic liberty of speechand communicates force andpower tohis eloquence, for his, efforts are infused with thespiritand■strength of tha Word of God, and he speaks 'notin words only,but
inpower also, and in the Holy Gho^t, and in much fulness' (I
Jhcxx.i., .*>). v

The Council or Trent (Sess 5) ordains that the 'heavenly
treasureof the Sacred Books, which the Holy Ghost has with thegreatest liberality delivered unto men, should not lie neglected.'
I'or this purpose it has decreed that, in cathedrals and collegiate

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Thursday, October 6,1808.
Replying to the clergy, the Very Rev. Fatherpaida tribute totoe very eloquentaddress and accompanying souvenir from such adistinguished and learned body as the clergy of the diocese ofDunedm. He said anyman might well be proud to receive suchBterlmg marks of esteem from such a body as the united Catholicolergy of Ofcag). He said :'Your actionat this time,as well as onformer occasions, is aproof to all men that y>ufollow the ivjunc-tion of the Apostle, "With patience supporting one another incharity. Careful to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond ofpeace. One body and one spirit."' Continuing, tb.3 Very Rev.Father said that it was ahard f*te for aman to be obliged to saysomuch about himself as he was compelled to s.iy that evening,but the kindness of the clergy had forced him to be egotistical.

The Very Rev.Fathersaid thjclergy werekindenough to recognisehis services in the cause of religion in the diocese. As to 'thoseservices,hemight humbly ap ly the words of the Apostle:(|Thefoolish things of the world hath God chosen that He may confoundthe wise, and the weak things hath God chorea that He may con-found the strong and the base things and the things that are con-temptible that no flesh should glory in His sight.1 Continuing, the
Very Rev. Fathersaid : 'So yoialso, when you shall havedone allthe things that arecommanded, say '" We areunprofitable servants

"
Nothwithstandingall their eulogy he had to say inallhumility andsincerity :"lam anunprofitableservant."

' Concluding the Very
"J Fasner the clergy for all the kind things they hadsaid, and added that he reciprocated their kind wishes by prayin°-that they might luve long life andevery blessing.

"
LADIEB'ADDRESS.

The followingaddress from the young ladies of Lawrence wasread by Miss W. Rough.m :—
VeryRev.and Dear Father,— We, theyoungladies of Lawrence,couldnot think of allowing this auspiciousoccasion topass without

givingyousomeslight tokenof our love,and showing to you ourgreat appreciation of the kind and fatherly care you have everbestowed upon us in both our religious and secular education"
hence we beg your acceptance of the accompanying rugs, One isfor yourself,and we trust it will be of service to you on the trip webelieve youareabout tomake; theother is for your belovedmother,whowill perhapsbe pleased witha gift from far off New ZealandWrapped up with the rugs we offer you thousandsand thousands ofgood wishes for a pleasanttrip, for happy reunions indear oldMac-room and for your safereturn toTuapeka—On behalf of theyoungladies, Winifred Roughan, Daisy Delany,collectors.

Replying to the young ladies of Tuapeka the Very Rev !father thanked them in feeling terms for their valuable offeringto his mother— though they had never seen his mother's faceandwould nevermeet her this side the grave, their actionin thinkingof her was eminently worthy of kind-hearted and thoughtfulyoung ladies. He waa surehis old mother wouldappreciate, as awomanshould, theextraordinarykindnessof thewomenof TuapekaThe VeryRev Father eulogised,at some length, the good work donem the cause of their holy religion by the womenof Tuapeka Hecommended their virtuous conduct as being asconspicuousas theirzeal,and said that whether tlvy remained at home or wentabroadto seek their fortunes, the young ladies of Tuapekawereas goodas gold, andaskedGod to bless them.
Among the other present.iti >ns made to Father O'Leary wemust enumerate a tine table, bedutifully carved by the pupils ofthe Dominican Convent. Lawpence, and a costly set of vestments,magnificently einbroideudby the Dominicannuns

THE CHURCH AND THE SACRED SCRIPTURES

PASTORAL LETTER BY THE BISHOP OF AUCKLAND.
The following timely Pastoral Letter has been addressed to theolergy and laity of theDiocese of Auckland, and was appointed tobe read in the churches of the Dioc<se on last Sunday :
a ?,n*£* first Sunday ofOctober,we keep the feast dedicated tothe Mother of God, under the title of the Rosary. In the oft-repeatedprayer,the HailMary, the whole (Jatholio world renewsitsbelief in the Incarnationof Jesus Christ, the only Sonof God Andas weconfess His Divinity to-day, we deem it a fitting opportunitytospeak to youof the Word of God as spokt-n in the Bible and topoint out to you the respect, and veneration, and reverence, thatHoly Churchhas for the Sacred Book. The Councils of the Churchhaveever held the Sacred Scripture in the highest esteem It con-tains the teachingof Gud toamn, and as we look up to Him, as ourCreator and Sovereign Lord, we as grateful children seek someguide in faith, and rule of life to fit our minds so to act that in allthings we may prove ourselves loyal and trusty subjects Whereare we to go? How are we to act ? What must be our guide?
Our Holy Mother the Church comes toour aid,and tells us that inthe Scripture, and in her traditions faithfully preserved,we shallnnd allthat we reqaire, to lead us on in virtue and go.'d work* toenable us to findpeace of mind here below, and an eternal rebtin«-place in therealms above. ""■

What then is the Scripture ? Philosophicallyand historic illyconsidered,it cmnot be denied but that the Sacr«d V\ ritin-'s are orthe highest excellence. In the fir*t place we note t:\eir "realantiquity, then the sublimity of their doctrine, again their"veryform, which while avoiding the pomp of words,gives usso charminga style,sunh great simplicity, and withal such force of id as thathuman eloquence can never equal it. St. Augustine (D.u-trina
Christiana 4 cap. 0,7) speaks of the inoloquent eloquence of thefeacred Scripture.

Theologically considered,its excellence is seen from the wonder-ful analogybetween the lucarnateword of God,and the

WRITTEN WORD OF GOD.
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