
IRONCLADS IN ACTION.

DESCRIBED BY EXPERTS.

There are few landsmen, andnot agreat number of those who '"-odown to the sea inships' thatproperly realise what takesplaceon
amodernbattleshipprevioustoandduring anaction. Thesea-fight
at Manilahas givensome idea of thepowers of destructionthat liein a modern shipof war;but there it was a battle between thelighter ships— mer.e cruisers and gunboats— of the Spaniards andthe far heavier and better-armedvessels of the UnitedStates. Thebattleships of the two powers have yet to meet in action. Itismoreover, quite within the range of possibilities that out of thetangledcomplications in East and West there may arise a bi"-o-er
warwhich will bringall the fierce reserveenergyot thegreatbattle-shipsof someof the first-class powers tobear upon each other. Somuch hangs upona modern fight at sea that every detail of suchgigantic struggles have aperennial interest for the general reader.A writer in the New York Tribune gives many particulars which.especially at thepresent time,cannot fail to be of interest to every'
reader of theN Z.Tablet.

The first things, said he, tobe remembered by the people onshore whomayerelongbe readingof a sea-fightbetweentw omoderniron-clads, is thatmodernvessels will fight under way. There is nolonger any grappling of twoships, for one or bothof them will bedestroyed before theycancome tosuch close quarters, or else one ofthem will be helpless and will have struck her colours. All steamwill be put on the moment that the two combatants descry eachother on the far horizon. Then themonsters will begin to switchthemselves about in the water and lash the waves, and the greatframes will tremble with the engines' vibrations.
A late trialof theCincinnatiinbattle trim occupiedten minutesgoing and coming over ameasured distance, with a floating targetat a distance varying from three-quartersof a mile to a mile andaneighth. Her whole batterywas fired as many times as possible oneof the 5-inch guns being discharged thirty-six times in the tenminutes,and the others nearly equalling this rapidity. She was aflying cloudof smoke and flame. The shipherself wasnot visiblegunners couldoftenonly guess at theposition of the target orhadto wait a few seconds for a little momentary rift in the cloud totake advantageof it. As amatter of fact, the target wascompletelywrecked, owing to the skill of theofficers andgunners'mates. Herelet itbe said that the lateral sighting of a great gun is moreim-portant than the vertical. Get yourmuzzle working ona line witha target whichis parallel with thehorizon before you try to trainthegun upanddown.
The suppressed energy which is apparent in the very frame ofa vessel when she sights anenemyis her quick response to the brainsonboardof her. Could a spectator be poised in mid-air above twobattleshipsapproachingeach other,hewouldbestruck by thesimilar-ity of actionsof thehumanbeings aboardthem both. What seemeda moment ago an idle 500 men, inharmory with the inertmonsterthey inhabit, spring into a living independent organism like theworksof a watch.'
Clear ship for action!' is thecommandof the executiveofficer

m modern battle everyone must expect injury or destruction" hewho does not had better not go tosea in a modern ironclad. Somewill excape death,but not many. In the engagementbetween thePeruvianironclad Huascar and the Blanco Enoalada only fifty ofthe Huascar's crew were uninjured out of 200. Onehundred werekilled and fifty wounded. Andso if Uncle Sam's executiveofficers
give thiscommand next week or next month the fearfulserious-ness ofit will be felt to the coreof every man whohears it,

SOLEMN OPENING BYHIS GRACEARCHBISHOP REDWOOD.

(From our owncorrespondent.)
THE BUILDING.

The new select school, erected inconnection with the parish school
inDixon street,conducted by the Sisters of Mercy, which has been
erected at the rear of the parish school,is a handsome, substanti.il,
and commodiousedifice. Itis a two-storey building, and measures
44ftby 24ft. On the ground floor is a class room 23ft by 18ft;
dining room,15ft by 14ft;mu-uc room, 14ft by12ft;andkitchen,
14ft by 10ft. Leading into theseapartments is a porch12ft by 10ft,
fitted up as a hat and cloak room, andanup-to-date lavatory. A
well-designed staircase of easy grade leads to the first floor, the
wholeof which is devoted toa class room, which has been fitted up
on themost modern and approved style. Most of the apartments
are furnished with gas stoves for heating purposes. The sanitary
and ventilating arrangements have been carried out according to
the latest scientific principles,and nothing has been left undone so
as toensure the comfort and health of the Sisters andpupils,and
also tocomply with the cityby-laws, and the requirements govern-
ing the erection of buildings for scholastic purposes. The exterior
of the school is painteda warm stone colour,whilst the interior is
finished off inquite an artistic style. The ceilings are of what is
known as a dead white tint, whilst the whole of the walls are
dadoed to a height of about four feet, and oiled and varnishedin
a tasteful manner. From the dadoeing to the ceiling, the walls
areset off ina lightemerald green, the effect of whichis extremely
pleasing. There is a handsome ground enclosure for recreation,
tobe devoted to the exclusive useof thepupils of the select school.
The school has been erected ata cost of about £500, which is a
very moderate sum, considering the admirable manner in which
the work has been carried out by the contractor, Mr. F. Hunt.
Great creditis due to the architect,Mr.J. ODea, for the complete
building, which has been erected fromhis specifications andunder
his supervision at a very moderate cost,and the VeryRev. Father
Devoy, V.G., has expressedhimself in very complimentary terms
regarding themore thansatisfactorymanner inwhich the architect
has carried out his duties. The Vicar-General and theCatholics of
Te Aroparish are to be congratulated on the acquisition of this
latest additiontotheparochialschools,and that, too,at a mimimum
of expense.

THE OPENING CEREMONY.
The new school was solemnly blessed on Sunday afternoon by

his Grace the Archbishop. Prior to theceremonyalarge number of
parishioners assembled intheparishschool close by. Among those
present wereArchbishop Redwood,Very Rev.Father Devoy, V.G.,
Rev.Father O'Shea,Rev. Father Ainsworth, Rev. Father Clancy,
Rev. Father Hickson, Dr.Mackin, Messrs. Martin Kennedy, P.F.
Garvey, J. ODea,T. Davis,Kenny, Lawlor, Houlds worth, Coogan,Butcher, etc. The proceedings commenced with the singing of a
coupleof hymns by the school children.

The VeryRev.FatherDevoy, inasking the Archbishop to per-
form theblessing and opening ceremony,said that sometime agoit
became evident to him, and many of the parishioners, that the
accommodation for the school children was insufficient, and the
question washow to increase thataccommodation. There were two
coursesopen to them, one to add to the parish school and the other
to purchase apiece of land and build on it. Eothof these schemeswouldbe veryexpensive,as if the infant school were tobe enlarged
thenew wing would have to be erected inaccordance with the cityby-laws. He then thought that if the Sisters would give apart oftheir gardenat the rear of the parishschool, as the site for the new
building, it would suit their purpose. He mentioned the matter
to the Rev. Mother, who, after consulting with the Sisters,
generously fell in with his views. Now, at that time he had
not one penny to build the school. He had been depending on
thebazaar to bring in the funds, and he neednot tell them what
a great success thathad been a result due to the wayin which theladies,whohadgotup the affair, worked,so thatthere wassufficientwherewithtobuild the school, and abalance left towards paying offthe parish debt. When he took charge of the parish they werepaying £40 a yearrent for a small schoolroominNewtown,and the
children werecontinually praying that a new school be built for
them. Eventually he succeeded, through the generosity of a few
gentlemen in the parish, in securing a piece of ground. Theground cost £300 and the school £800. A bazaar had been held toassist inpaying off this amount, with the result that £700 had been
raised. After the Sisters who had given the ground, his thanks
were due to Mr. ODea, the architect, whohad done his work in a
first rate manner;he (Mr. ODea)hadpaid the closest attention to
the work,as he wasmost desirousthatit should be second to none
in allits requirements. He had been extremely pleased,too, with
the mannerinwhichMr. Hunt, thecontractor, did his work. The
contractprice wasvery low,so that they had a good building putup for the moderate sum of £439, whilst the highest tender was
£700. The school wasnow finished, and he wished to tender his
sincere thanks tohis Gracethe Archbishop for coming to bless it.
There wasanother matter whichhe wished to mention— there had
been someextrasdone,andinsteadof these costing more than the
contract price they helped to reduce it by a couple of pounds
(laughter). An entertainment givenby the children of the school
brought in £20, which was devoted to furnishing the school,and
the amounthanded over by the Hibernian Society, as part of the
proceeds of theSt.Patrick's Day Demonstration, would be devoted
to thepurchaseof maps. Itwasusual onsuch occasions to make acollection to assißt in paying off thedebt,but he did not intend todo so that day. There was a piece of work which required to be
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done,namely, to fence therecreation ground anderecta shed wherethe children could play inwet weather, andhe would be pleased toreceive subscriptions for this purpose. Inconclusion he begged tothank Messrs E. Daly and Minogue, who had brought material fortheplay-ground (applause).

His Grace ArchbishopRedwood said he had verylittle to sayafter thevery interestingand satisfactorystatementotthe VeryRev.Father Devoy. Itgave him verygreat pleasure to be present andasssist inthe openingof thisnewschool andblessitin thenameofGodHe desired to congratulate them on the erection of the school. Inthe first placehe desired to congratulate Father Devoy,and in thenext place the parishioners who hadso heartily co-operated withhim, for with hearty co-operation seemingly impossible tasks be-came easy. He was extremely well pleased to hear from FatherDevoy that the architect had given such satisfaction, and also thatthe builder had donehis work faithfully and well. He congratu-lated botharchitect and builder,and wished them everyprosperity.They knew thateducation was agreat work in the Catholic Church'The Church knew full well that on her youth depended the futureof society, and if they werenot brought up in virtue they woulddrift back into infidelity. The salvation of the world, the trueprosperity dependedon theeducation imparted to their children. Itis the training imparted in the schools which fitted them for theworld,and helped them to bear the burdens of life. Itwas theirduty and happinessto see that thechildrenreceiveda proper educa-tion at whatever sacrifice, for every sixpence spent in this waywaswell employed, for in this they were doing thehighest and noblestwork;they were apostles before God, doing His great work andcontributing to the progressand prosperity of the Church of GodFather Devoy again thanked theRev.Mother for the generousmannerin whichshe acceded toher request for a site for the schoolHisGrace also addedhis sincere thanks to theRev. Mother.A procession was then formed whenhis Grace blessed and for-mally opened the school. At the conclusion of the ceremonynum-bers visited thebuilding, one and all of whom wereloudin theirpraise concerning the admirable manner inwhich it was finishedand at the moderatecost at whioh theschool hadbeenerected.
'
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