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Current Topics
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

Anon-catholic correspondent has been
'

worrit-
JOUKNALISTtc ing' over us. He is of opinion that the great

decency. principleof the
'

freedomof the Press 'is sufficient
justification for the publication of vile abuse of

anybodyof people— especially of 'Romanists.' Well, weare satisfied
tobelieveinandactupontheGoldenRule. As regards the

'
freedom

of thePress :' in the right understanding of the word 'freedom
'

we
shall ever defend the proper freedom of the Press as of the subject-
But we are not ia favour of free lying, free slander-monging, nor
free literary filth from the shambles or the sty. Freedom is one
thing. License is another. The honest man seeks the one; the
otherkindtheother.

When onetakes a stand on a question ofprinciple
A it is pleasantto see men whodiffer with him in

final word creed and politics range themselves like brothers-
OL approval, in-arms by his side. Some time ago we had to

take such a stand on behalf of the Catholic body
of Xew Zealand. We have already quoted extracts to show that all
the great Australian dailies—

even those that arehabitually hostile
to vs

— endorsed our action to the fullestextent. The latest echo of
approval comes from a source which adds a special value to its
words. The Melbourne Southern C'ruts is the organ of the Presby-
terian body in Victoria. Inone of its recent numb rsit states de-
cisively that the Catholic boly in Xew Zealand havesolid grounds
for complaint against Lord Ranfurly. 'Lord Ranfurly.' says the
Southern Crow, 'is her Majesty's representative in Xew Zealand,

and the headof a comnimity whichincludes all varietiesof religious
belief. He plainly ought not officially to say a word which would
declare his bias against or for anyoneof them. TheRoman Catholic
papers are screaming angrily against Lord Ranfurly on account of
his recent utterance, and while we cannot approveof much of the
language they employ, yet we think they have reasonable cause for
complaint. Lord Gortnanston, the Governor of Tasmania, is an
earnest Roman Catholic. Suppose he receiveda deputation from,
say,themembers of the Society of Jesus, and expressIoffijially his
disapprovalof "theerrors introduced into the Christian religion by
Luther at the Ref rmation !" All goodProtestants would be justly
indignant at such an utterance by her Majesty's representative.
And on the authority of the Golden Rule, we must wish for our
Roman Catholic friends the same consideration we demand for our-
selves. Lord Ranfurly,however, is still young as a Governor;he
will,nodoubt, learn hislesson.'

The following good story is told by
'
Flaneur

'
in

THE latest the Sydney Frrrman. It, will be perused with
SHERLOCK amused interest by our readers :—:

—
HOLMES. Connected with the '98 Celebration in Ireland

astory is told whichshows thatthe smart English
police officialsarestillas eager to jump at any talesof treason told
against Irishmen as a gudgeon ia tospring at afly, A post-cardwas
sent from Ireland to Mr.William O'Brien, ex-M.P.,a week before
the eventful day,and onit was written the suspiciousline— 'The
pikes areready.'

Some keen-nosedofficialin theLondon post office scented danger
totheEmpire at once onseeing this card,and, with joyful visions
of future honours and reward, he hurried itoff to the great Detec-
tiveDepartment in Scotland Yard, the re»ult being that the whole
establishmentwas set in motion, and the cleverest menitcontained
weretold off toseize thepikes and all connected with them. The
result of their investigation was a considerable

'
take-down

'
for the

Sherlock Holmes party, for it turned out that Mr. O'Brien had
merely given a Dublin jewelleranorder for a large number of ap-
propriateI(J8 brooches ; thecentral idea of the trinkets being a re-

presentation of a pike. When the jewellerhail finished the order he
sent his tersepost-card along-, and now, instead of reapinghis an-
ticipated rich reward, thepatriotic party who scntod danger has to
keep clear of the detectives for fear they might footballhim rouud
Hyde Park, or duokhim in thedirtiestportion of the Thames.

There are two difficulties ahead of the Catholia
PUT TO the journalist who is placed face to face with what is,

test. happily, unknown in Xew Zealand outside of
Dunedin— systematic vilification of the Catholic

Church and body. Occasional controversy, conducted ia gentle-
manly fashion, isa great means of good. Perpetual controversy-
even in the face of perpetualvilification

—
has the sameexasperating

effect as long-drawn guerrilla warfare. Itdefeatsits chiefpurpose.
The other difficulty is this :that the

'
lovvd fellows of the baser

sort1who furnish this sort of garbage are just the kind that a
respectable journalist could not cross swords with withoutlosing his
self-respect andsocial status,and inviting a freshoutpouring of no-
Popery sewage. Hence theundesirability of dealing in the secular
Press with the rag-tag-and-bobtail of controversialists. And hence,
too, noanswer has ever been made through th» secular organs to
many of the wild statementsof the creature who runs theno-Popery
columns in the Dunedin Lcinmg Star.

* r w
Attacks on the consoling practice of confession were sure to

come, sooner or later. We are told— on the authority of nobody
knows whoand of a book that nobody can find, that that sacred
practice is corrupting. The slanderer is wise as the serpent. Were he
to make the same charge against an individualC itholic as he does
against the whole 2.->o,oo<>,oo<), he would speedily findhimself in the
dock and under lock and key in gaol. Ifsuch werethe tendency of
that sacred rite, those who practised it mosfc would be the mosc
degraded wretches that crawl uponthis planet s namely, the Pope;
the clergy ; the orders of menand women whosold themselves into
slavery toredeem the slave;themillions of religious of both sexes
whogave their lives without fee or reward to the service of thesick,
the orphans, the foundlings, the stricken old— to every form of
humanill ; the Sisters of Charity who died upon the battle-field;
and the nunsandbrothers whohave hanished themselves for ever
from civilised life and comforts to nurse the lepers and die with
them, asFather Damien and somany others did. On the principles
enunciated by the literary scavenger of the J.'n-ning Star, these
would be the very scumof creation. We neednot ask which have
displayed the true spiritof Christianity:the Church's longbead-roll
of spotless purity and heroic charity, or the nameless scribe who
yells foul epithets upon them and forgets that the God of Truth
ever forbade people to bear false witness against their neighbour." * *

Happily, we are able to put the foul insinuation to the test.
There is probably no country in the world where more frequent
use is made of the confessional than in Ireland. On the scavenger's
theory, there should be no country in the world where the majority
of the peoplearemore morally degraded. This question has been
forced upou our notice. We will take, for instance, the statistics
of illegitimacy. They are,according to Leffingwell, a good test of
the morality of people living in the same country, under the same
laws and customs, and with the samemethods of collecting statis-
tics. He gives us the following figures rega-ding thepeoplewho
go and those who do not go toconfession in Ireland :—:

—
Non-Catholic Rate of Illegitimacy

Province. Population. per 1000 births.
Census 1880. lo years— lß7l-1880.Connaught ... r, per cent. ... 7Munster ... (> „ ... 17

Leinster ... HrH r ... 22
Ulster ... r>2 „ ... 40

The following figures for the counties of Ulster are more
instructive still. They arecompiled from the statistics of 1891 and
the Registrar-Generals report :—:

—
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