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A NON-CATHOLIC correspondent has been * worrit-
JOURNALISTIC ing' over us. Mc is of opinion that the great
DECENCY. prineciple of the * freedom of the Press’ is suflicient
justification for the publication of vile abuse of
any body of people—especially of * Romanists.” Well, weare satisfled
tobelievein and act upon the Golden Rule.  Asregands the * freedom
of the Press ' in the right understanding of the word * freedom * we
shall ever defend the proper freedom of the I'ress as of the subject.
But we are not in favour of free lying, free slander-monging, nor
free literary filth from the shambles or the sty. Freedom iz one
thing. License is another, The honcst man secks the one; the
other kind the other.

WHEN one {akes a stanl on a question of principle
A it is pleasant to see men who differ with him in
FINAL WoORD creed and politics range themselves like brothers-
OL APPROVAL, in-arms by his side, Some time ago we had to
take such a stand on behalf of the Catholic body
of New Zenland. We have already quoted extracts to show that all
the great Australian dailies—even those that are habitually hostile
to us—endorsed our action to the fullest extent. The latest echo of
approval comes from a somrce which adds a special valuc to its
words, The Melbourne Seatliera Crove i4 the organ of the Preshy-
terian body in Victoria. Im one of its recent numb rs it ~tates de-
cisively that the Catholic boly in New Zealand have solid grounds
for complaint against Tord Ranfurly. * Landl Raafurly. says the
Southern (ross) tis her Majesty's represeatative in New Zealand.
and the head of a com nunity which inclodes all varicties of religions
belief, He plainly ought not officially to ray a word which would
declave his bias against or for anyone of them. The Romoan Catholic
papers are screaming angrily against Lord Ranfurly on account of
his recent utterance, and while we cannot approve of much of the
language they cinploy, yet we think they have reasonable cause for
compluint, Lord Gormanston, the Governor of Tasmania, i» an
earnest Roman Catholic, Suppaose he received a deputation from,
gay, the members of the Society of Jesus, and vipres-e1 oftisially his
disapproval of » the errors introluced into the Christian religion hy
Luther at the Ref rmation ! All rood Protestants would be justly
indignant at such an utterance hy her Majesty's repre-entative.
And on the authority of the Golden Rule, we wmust wish for our
Koman Catholic frienrls the same consideration we demand for our-
gelves. Lord Ranfurly, however, is still young as a Governor; he
will, no doubt, learn his lesson.’

ThE following good story is told by * Flaneur' in
the Sydney Freeman, It will be perused with
amusold interesy by cur readsrs :—

Connected with the "93 Celebration in Ireland
a story is told which shows that the smart English
police officials are ptill as eager to jump at any tales of treason told
againet Irishmen as a gudpeon is to spring at afly, A post-card was
gont from Ireland to Mr. William O'Brien, ex-M.T,, a week before
the eventful day, and on it was written the suspicious line—f The
pikes are ready.’ .

Some keen-nosed officialin the London post office scented danger
to the Empire at once on seeing this card, and, with joyful visions
of future honours and reward. he hurried it off to the great Detec-
tive Department in Scotland Yard. the result being that the whole
establishment was set in motion. and the cleverest men it contained
were told off $o seize the pikes and ull conpected with them. The
result of their investigation was a considerable * take-down ' for the
Sherlock Holmes party, for it turned out that Mr. O'Brien had
merely given a Dublin jeweller an order for a large number of ap-
propriate "08 brooches ; the central idea of the trinkets being a re-
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presentation of a pike.  When the joweller had finished the order he
sent his tarse post-card along, and now, insterd of reaping his an-
ticipated rich reward, the patriotic party who scanted danger has to
keep clear of the detectives for fear they might footbalt him rouud
Hyde Park, or duck him in the dirtiest portion of the Thames,

THERE are two difflenlties ahead of the Catholis
journalist who is placed face to face with what is,
bappily, unknown in New Zealand outside of
Dunedin—systematic vilification of the Catholic
Church and body. Occasional controversy, conducted in gentle-
manly fashion, is a great means of good. Perpetual controversy—
even in the face of perpetual vilification-~has the samo exasperating
effect as long-drawn guerrilla warfare. It defeats its chief purpose.
The other d:fficulty is this: that the ‘lowd fellows of the baser
gort’ who furnish this sort of garbage are just the kind that a
respaetable journalist could not cross swords with without losing hia
self-respect and social status, and inviting o fre<h outpouring of no-
Popery scwage. Hence the undesirability of dealing in the secular
Press with the rag-tag-and-bobtail of controversialiats, And hence,
too, no answer has ever been made through ths secular organs to
many of the wild statemonts of the creature who runs theno-Popery
columny in the Dunedin Lvecning Star.

»

PUT TO THE
TERT.

» »

Attacks on the consoling practice of confession were sure to
come, rooner or later., We are told—on the authority of nobody
knows who and of a book that nobody can find, that that sacred
practice is corrupting. The slanderer is wise as the serpent. Were he
to make the same charge azainst an individual Citholic as he does
against the whole 250,000,000, he would speedidy find himself in the
dock and under lock and key in gaol. If such were the tendency of
that sacred rite, those who practised it moss would be the most
degraded wretches that crawl upon this planct s namely, the Pope;
the clergy ; the ovders of men and women who sold themselves into
slavery 1o redeem ths slave ; the millions of religious of both sexes
who grave their lives without fee or reward tothe service of the sick,
the orphans. the foundlings, the stricken old—to every form of
huwman ill : the 8isters of Charity who died upon the battle-fiald;
and the nuns and hrothers who have hanished themselves for ever
from civilised life and comforts to nurse the lepers and die with
them, as Father Damien and so many others did. On the principles
enunciated by the literary scavenger of the Lrening Star, thess
would be the very scum of creation. Wa need not ask which bave
displayed the true spivit of Christianity : the Church’s long bead-rol}
of spotless purity and heroic charity, or the nameless seribe who
yells foul epithets upon them and forgets that the God of Truth
ever farbade people to bear false witness against their neighbour,
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* *

Happily, we are able to put the foul insinuation to the test,
There is probably no country in the world where more frequent
use is made of the confessionul than in Ireland. On the scavenger's
theory, there shonld be no country in the world where the majority
of the peopls are more morally degraded. This question has been
forced wpou our notice. We will take, for inwtance, the statistios
of illegitimacy. They are, aceording to Lefingwell, a good test of
the morality of people living in the same couuiry, under the same
laws and customs, and with the same wmethods of collecting statiss
tics. He gives us the following figures rog rding the people who
g0 and these whoe do not go to confession in {relund :—

Non-Catholic tate of Illegitimacy
Provinee, Population. per 100U births.
Censas 15880, 11 years—1871-1880,
Connaught J per cent. 7
Munster [ " 17
Leinster " 22
Ulster 52 40

'

The following firures for the eountics of Ulster are more
instructive still. They are compiled from the statistics of 1891 and
the Registrar-Generul s report :—
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