
ZOLA, A XEW AID TO SOME CONTROVERSIALISTS.
People seldom stop to consider the geological formation of thestono they throw at a dog. There is noparticular reason why theyshould Ihcro are people who pay just as little attention to thestone they throw at Rome, ln other words : they thinkitquiteunn cessary to test the valueof the ewdenee or thecredibility of th"w! nesses they bring to testify against the (.'randOld Enemy-fhcCathohe Church. Itwas with a shock of pained surprise welearnedthat the Very Bey.IJeanFitchettot Dtuudin-a man ot widereadingand it is said, of cv tivatcd tast.s, has pinned his faith in Zolathe apostle of pornography,as anauthority on the life andmannersof whathe hadnever seeu— thePapalCourt. We are "rieved thnrm-hnot astonished, when the riff-raff of controversialists bombarduswith st.fhng accusations on the authority of real and bo-us 'ex'priests and " ex-nuns,' etc. Itapparently does not detractFrom thevalueof the ewdenee ot this malodorous fraternity that a lai-enumber ot them never wen- Catholics, and that a big pcrceuta-e ofthem-likc Endows. Slattn-y. Uutlnen, and ever so many morew ho-e lustones h-,n c aj^u-aiodor w illduly :,ppear inprint-were well-seisomd .zaol-nr s. ()ll(. d.M ot cmrow^lM, are evidentlyv(ry thankful Jor exen sni.Ul n,,rc,es. and it is no small mercy Zget nraiiconwet to t^liry to the -.-neral per\er.Uy and hopelessehuckle-headeduessot ( 'at)»ol,,s. in lhl.m.lUPr tl)^v Qnl Qf

°
Jthe lowest criminal is eviduitly prcluable to that ot the mostrespectable Catholic, or Protestant, be he man, boy, or hobbledehoylayman or cleric,priest, bishopor Pope. This ih oneof the adaman-tind axiom, ot the low-class controversialist. Another is, thatCatholics either know nothing whateverof their own Church andcreel or thattheyareabsolutely incapableof telling the truthaboutit. A third is that Rome is to this hour the Mistress of Abomina-tions, andCatholics— well, her children.

A M.tt AI.IA'._ We do not know how far Dean Fitchett has accepted theseaxioms. He has.however, added a new and valuable ally to thebroad-arrow b.and ot testimonies against Rome. The pornographicnmehst now linds n.nselt amongotlur congenial companyhcSshatoi I- aul.ei.ioun.et Pierre Loti. and Daudct. According othe \./ U,,,,,,L lIH-D.-an lectured at the Young men's Clnistian\ssociation Ko(,in~. Au.-kland, nn-oin- ot /ohi's novels " The V//A/././n.p.u-tsays. -What the lecture, eons^,,,! ot i,,,^.^
in this book was the nunnrencMr.utot .be moials, pnncples dcharaet(r» ol tho-e residing in the Vatican. In the vii. ,hnbehev.d that the acoun, v,, ),y Z.Lt was ;l (rilo 'one' Thelecture was. m |)ru. t , ;i,iatt .ck on th, Pop,- and his court, with Z,daas the w, ness-m-chiet. Mnco .ruling this account we have akenthe trouble to wad,, tlnon-h that book which we shouM nootherwise h^o touched, and which n ,tlun» would have" ,In'ed'V Jo r«^o.»mcn.l to otlu-s. J,, ,,,, is a „„,.
<t /o.as a pnest wh,» d<nM ,,t brliese in s.-veril fun.I^i.i.Mital d,,....,„■, of h,s r,li,ion, who lv,. m-w ■ 1 yZ
'I!."" 1

' "'"oMudin,", .and who ,Uli,u co.dly ),v
-

tho 8U{p«. a d.Mng man without utterin- a prajer or dreamino- ofattempHj.K toadmunsbr., sIIUIesIIUIe rite oc the Church! The bookwould, ot ,.., st,not b,Z ,las il it htd -not its ,1,.u-nuJu^Tf,
dnor,«;m Itte,s.i1tte,s.i ( sn,antalinfidHily,:,nd ,ts too hrquent play otwhat the translate t.-m.s " frant.c sensuality/ and running throa-hall, an nu-andeK-e.it hatred ol the paPary-a hatred which was byno means lessened by the stern .eftisal which met his every
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Itis w,11 that we should know where Dean Fitchrttstands Hwould be iu.por,bh- U)convey to the reader a proper idea oi 'wh-itlie Utuih /olab -mainly true' account of the dignitaries of the
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Tiiu spLnuidnew chinch at Dunedin is to be re-oponol
on Sunday next. At 1! oduckhn Lo;d~hip the JJi^iop uil! cele-brate Pontifical lli-li i\l,i-,. the Very lU\. I. ()Li-:.tv will act asdeacon;Rev. Father McMullen, as sub-dc k on:the Ve'iy llw. DeanMackay as assistant priest, and tin- Rev. Father .U'irphy. master ofceremonies. The -oriuon will be pieached by the Veiv U-v. FatherO'Leary. The gloriou* inuMc ot .Mozart h

;Tweluh; Tweluh 'M .-s
'

will beproduced by So. Joseph's Cathedral choir, with lull .-rclic-tial
accompaniment. In the evenin- Pmitilieal \'e.pers will take idooe,
andon that occasion th ■ semion will be preadnd by IV\inMa'ckav'A decciiption ot M. Patrick's appe irs elsewhere m this issue to-gether with a largepicture of the interior, repr diu-td by the photo-zinco procesa. Nt-xt week we pupo-e pub.islunn a "view oi thechurch as it will be whencompleted.

A quantity of correspondence from "Wellington. ;i]so an
account of the tour of the .St. l' ( trick's Colle-e tootball learnreached us on Wednesday shortly b -lore we went to Press andcon-sequently too late tor insertion in this iia?ue. 'Jhey will appear inour next ls.^ue.

NEW ZEALAND : GENERAL

but Clay s beautiful composition was hO much appr.eiated that anencore was insisted upon, and in u<po m; ti.e ever del.yhtfuK.llarney was sun- M:,s iiHoy u...,,,0r. a highly promi-m--young v.cahst, created a tlMincily (asuurable impnssion by anartistic interpretation ot > It was a u.em,' and ■ The Kerry d.v.cc
'

and in response to an emphatic recall for the toimer, sang " Love-lide Ihe component of an encore was als0 most de-ir%eilyavvarded Miss ivityßlaneyf.u- her tuneful singing of 'Call n^li.ice (Denza), and as anadded number th. young kidy sa,,- withcharmm- archness "Two is company.' The popular bantone^l, J
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IT\ V\l) '" IMB Vlll'lfre ''^^'^'h' ««Ui excellentcileet. His effort m each instance cv ok, d enthusiastic applause andv'Ztid^nd"<i'-T'? IHUm th° ldst Vlm'Ot th(J Olld Winter' wa*up,atcd an, J ray for me was sUn
-
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(laVl>laaVl>la,Ur- Mr - J W''0(ls Wils h d̂ to lineefh-Uin 'iheuladiator.' while Mr X !>,,,., sin -,n-- of 'A M vmorning isdeservin- of the warmest encomiums." Mr J i)0.1k.rwasevidertly a favourite witli the audience, ami his humorous con-
WhT'° V

i
qUlte.ZociiTUS eißul>s - A number of ChristianBiothers pumls went through a sonX and chorus,and their singingwa, quite a it-ature of the entertainment. That it elicited unmis-takable demonstrationsot approval was not at all surprising as theperformance not only reflected credit on the pupils themselves buton their devoted teachers whohad trained them. Misses H and NHall gavean exhibition of their undoubted skill aspianistes in theduet Gui laume lell, while an instrumental trio, in which MissesM.Blaney.JCx.htokea and K.Moloney took part, wasalso an acceptableitem, bpeoialcredit isdueto MissMoloney for the mannerin whichshe acted inthe capacityof accompanist,while Mr.Albert Vallis thecathedral organise, who acted as musical director, should also besingled out for special praise.

We have received a package of used stamps for the RevFather Kreymborg's mission from Miss Mary Ellen Kevenigj
Otautau;also a parcel from Christchurch, which does not containthename of the sender.

PEANFITCHETT, ZOLA, AND THE PAPACY.
OBITUARY.

DEATH OF BRO. J.C. DOWDALL.
The old pupils of the Christian Brothers' School, Dunedin will besorry to hear of the deathof Bro. J.C. Dowdall,the announcementof which has just arrived by the

'Wakatipu.' The deceased cameto the Dunedin establishment in 187!), where he laboured withmarked success until18SS, when he was transferred to the mother-house of the Order, the Victoria Parade College, East MelbourneHishealthgave way in the beginning of lSjr,. He was removed toBrisbane, where he quietly parsedaway on the 12th inst —11 I/'

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY, DUNEDIN.

ANNUAL COKCER T,

The great asMnibble, which crowded out the City Hall on Fridaynight, when the annual concert inaid of the St. Vincent de PaulSociety was «i\cn, must have indeed gladdened the hearts ot themembers of that deserving institution. The St. Vincent de PaulSociety has longbeen in our midst, and although the extentof thefunds at its dispo-alhas (>\er lie-n limited, it hassucceeded indom-an immense amount ot charitable work in the city, in a quiet andunostentatious though enei-etie and zeilous manner. It may beadded that the payment of the small and almost insignificant sumof sixpenceper month entitles tomembership, and as the objects ofthe Society should appeal to every Catholic heart, we hope to hearof a large augmentation in the ranks of its supporters. Anyonedelirious of becoming a member can do s0by communicating withthe editor of the Ta islet.
°

HisLordship the Bishop of Duncdiu was pa-sent at the enter-tainment,and, at the interval in the proceeding, on beh.ilf of themembers of the Society, he took occasion to express hi* thanks forthe generous patronage which had been bestowed uponthe enter-tainment that evening, and also to those performers whohad sowillingly contriDated to make the co-icert Mich a success «'Jh,.concert,' he said, 'had been a very tnjojable one .ill would' admit(applause). Every item lvid deserved the coidial demonstrationsofapproval that it Jiad evoked. Judging by the well-hlled lvnclusthe receipts of the conceit would -Ld-hn the hearts of Un> .-ootlladies of the Society of St. Vincent <!■> Paul. These I.idles dr"T\ethe warmest encoiiragenuJit. Tiny weir domi; anoblewoik andthey had been doing a noble wo.k during the past years They hadassisted a very large number of families, they had sa\ed many apoor helpless creature iroin destruction, and had sent many orphansto happy homes (appl.use). The members of tlm Society wereactuatedby the true spirit of self-saenhce. their nanus were notknown to thepublic, and they had not nought applause in any way
for the work which tli.-y haddone, but, the thanks of not ,,'ly theCatholics but of the whole of tin- eit i/,iis oi Dnnedin v.-iv din- tothem. He was ver^ mndi plrastd at the thought that th.- co-ieerrwould be the means of piaun- at Llie disposal oi these ladies miJia large sum of money to cuntinnc their -r<at work '

The programme drawn up tor the occasion <-o-i pos<>d v ,hoj,vselection of musical items, which wero rendered by some ol ouileading musicians. That the perfoimers succeeded m afVordni"pleasure to all present, was mo-t manliest, for the appluiiM-
which so freely interspersed the entertainment was ot the
most cordial character. Miss Mary Morrison, who has lon-occupied a warm place in the affections of Dunedin
concert-goers, was tendered a hearty welcome, and her numbers—'The gift' (Behrend), and

'
Veneria '— were reeeiv.d with manydemonstrations of approval. Miss Rose lilaney's numbers were'

She wandereddown themountaiu side' (Clay) and ■ Slumber son"
'

(White). The favourite vantatnrc met with great (success in bufh
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