
Whilst we are devoting- this evening to the memory of theillustriousdead we would, indeed,be forgetful andungrateful didwenot on this most appropriateoccasion pay a loving tribute to thememory of the greatest statesman this centuryhas produced— ofhim who sacrificed power, personal and political friends, that hemightdoIreland justice. His name is inseparably associatedwiththehistory of Ireland,aname that shall never be forgottenwhilethereremains a lover of liberty inthat unhappy land;aman whosenameshall be indelibly impresseduponthe forehead of the genera-tions yet to come for his earnest and fearless advocacy of the rights
andliberties of the oppressed of every land and clime;one whosehonouredname extends to theuttermost bounds of humanhabita-tion;a manwho, whenonceconvincedinhisconvictions,wasstron°-resolute, steadfast, and unchangeable; one whose genius hasenriched the statemanship of England, and chastened it through
the unconscious agency of his stainless Christian life and characterwhichhe has left as an imperishableendownmenttohis country-men. The deathof W. E. Gladstone is not only anational loss buta distinct and irreparable loss to all mankind. (The speakerwaswarmly applauded during the courseof his speech, and resumed histeat amidst much cheering.)

MUSICAL PROGRAMME, ETC.
Inaddition to the foregoing addresses, the following1 apprecia-

tive programme was rendered :— -Selection,"Irishmelodies," taste-fully given by an orchestra under the command of Mr P I<"Hiscocks. Chorus, « O'Donnell Aboo," by the pupilsof theMaristBrothers, ihelittle fellowsseemed to feel the importanceof theoccasion,andsang the well-known air withgreat enthusiasmwhichwascaught up atonceby the gieat crowdin the hall. Quartette■"Let Erin remember" (this item at the requestof the Bishop, withwhomit is a great favourite)1 Mrs.Hiscocks,Miss A. Lorrigan,Eev.Fathur Kehoe, and Mr. Thomas Lonergan. This was pleasinglypprforrned. "Kathleenmavourneen," by Miss ColetaLorrigan whofully sustained her deservedlyhigh reputationas one of our leadin<*vocalists. Recitation, "
Wao fears tospeak." Mr.James Montao-ueOwing to persistent applauseinappreciationof this the chairmanhad torelaxhis determinationnot to allow encores. Mr.Montague

gave an extract from one of Shiel's celebrated speeches. "Dearharp of my country," Miss Annie Lorrigan, who subsequently tookihe place of Mr. P. Darby, who had to leave for the South that
morning,and sang with such effect the

"
VVearin' o' the green "

that the audience demanded a repetition,whichwas accorded? MissLorrigan possesses the finest soprano in Auckland, and into thissong she put her whole soul. Father Kehoe next san°- "Themeaiory of the dead," with chorus by the company. The popularParnell pamhpriest was loudly cheered for his fine contribution■'She is f,u- from the land," whichhas reference toRobertEmmet'sbroken-heartedSarah Curran, was given by Miss Maud Donovanwithher usual success. '" Come back to Erin,"by Mr A. Murphywas sung with admirable taste. In the violin solo, '-Harp thatonce,' with orchestral accompaniment, Master Carter gave|promise of future success. The programme concluded witha solo
Iand chorus, " God Bare Ireland," by the company, in which theaudience,who rose to their feetand stood the whole time heartilyjoined. At its conclusion three hearty cheers were given for '9Band the people dispersed, all agreeing that it was a " o-reat dayentirely for Ireland." The accompaniments were exquisitelyiplayedby the Rev.FatherKehoeand Miss Ormond

Ihe hall was nicely decorated, thanks to the exertions ofMessrs. J. J. Daly. J.J.A. Callaghan,and Thos. Carty. who workedwillingly and assiduously to this end. Over the stage, in larjregreen letters, was printed,'" Who fears to speak of '98 ?
"

On taLright were thenamesFather Murphy and LordEdwardFitzgerald
'

On theloft Wollo Tone and Robert Emmet. On either sideof thestage werethe flags of Irelandand France. The walls weredrapedfrom end to end with the tricolour, in memoryof French assis-tance in '<JB. Over themain entrance floated theStars and StripesIhewholepresented a gay and animated appearance,addingmuchto the effect.
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dred earth. OhIwhat a piteous sight to see the brutalities and
crimes perpetratedby an enlightened Christiannationagainst an-other—the wantonslaughter andtortureof innocentyouthand help-less oJd age ! To read thedreadful story would sicken thestoutestheart and fill itwithdisgust. Neitheragenor sexnoracknowledged
innocence of any crime or guilt was sufficient even for a briefmoment to excite clemencyor mercy' in thehearts of those ruthless
andsanguinary destroyers. No people ever groaned beneath the
weightof so muchconcentrated infamy andcruelty at thehands ofacivilised government. The virtuouspeasant women,oldand youn«-,were outraged day by day. The men torn from their homes andcast into prison, their housesburned, and their property destroyed,
thenfrequentlyflogged andtorturedby picketings,the cruelpitch-cap,anddeath. Andall this without warrantor authority of law,with-out examinationor trialby judgeor jury— withoutany justificationbeneathheaven'sbluevault except thevicio'as capriceof a false andeveraccursed andinfamous yeomanry. The ercessoof the soldieryand yeomanry, the remorseless andrelentless cruelties perpetrateduponthe people by, and with the donsent and connivance of theauthorities,enlisted the tenderestof human sympathies and filledwith indignation and. horror the heart of everyman with a senseof justice and a feeling for humanity in his breast. All thesedreadful enormities and inhumanities against life, liberty, honour,and virtue,and all that men hold dear were deliberately enteredrponwitha fiendish determination to excite and goad the peopleinto premature rebellion against the constituted authorities, andthusafford theunprincipledinstigators of those unequalledwrongsanopportunity of executing their well-maturedplans— plans whichaimed atnothing less than the extinctionof theIrshParliament.How well the arch-schemers—Pitt and Castlereagh— succeeded we
ail knowtoo well. With thedestructionof thePaririir ent the light
of Irishliberty expirednorwill it,inmy opinion,be re-e*ilcindled tillthose whoprefer therule ofthestrangerrealise thefollyoftheir way..Looking at the situation now in the lightof hi>tory, removed asit is mto the cool shade of a hurdred years,Ifeel that no manwith a sense of justice and a knowledge of the sto-y of 1793 andtne sad consequences that followed, Will say that the people ofIreland were not justified in putting forth everyhuman effort intheir power tocast off a yoke so galling, so cruel, ardintolerable,laking this view of it (a view which is based upon the facts ofhistory) we tooareamply justified by all there is goodand trre inour nature to meet here to-night to show, evenin asmall degree,ourhonest appreciationof the nobility of soul and character thatpossessed those brave spirits who fought and died for Ireland'swrongsin1798. All wecan say ofthem to-day is"Peace to their ashes!God let them rest!Theirhearts were as true as their causeit was just."
But out of the gloom and sadness whichsurround the history ofthose times, there is one gleam of light, which,like a gentle sun-beam, warms and brightens our dreary pathway. Itis the nobleand patriotic conduct of a portionof theProtestantpopulation inthecause of liberty and justice. All honour,Isay, to the Presby-
teriansof Ireland,who so generously espoused their country's causeihey led the van m nearly everyinstance,andperished with theirhonoured compatriots fighting ior liberty. For this oneact alonetheirmemory will ever becherished by Irishmen while thero is oneleft to tell the storyof '1/8. Would toGod the other denominationshadacted as faithfully. Had they clone so, then,indeed,had Ire-lands troubles been long sinceover.Butit is notour purpose to dwell upon the wretched past butuponthebrighter and morepleasing aspect of the present and theiuture. Iieel certain Ivoice the sentiments of Irishmen every-wre a whenIsayit is their desire to forget and forgive the pabtardbuilduponits ruined walls a structure of modern design— o>ietha.;shall be in keeping with the spirit and civilisationof to-dayone that shall be aspleasing to theheart as it shall be to the eye—a structure that shall be affectionately dedicated to the promotionof peace and unity between Saxon andCelt— a union that mustbringhappiness and contentment to both. The Irish peoole wouldever live in peace and concord with England, and would everdefend her flag on land and sea as they have always done ifEngland would only restore Ireland's long-lost liberty. Thatliberty which wasnot lost by conquest, but was filched from herthrough gross fraud, bribery, corruption, and persecution lamawarethis is strong language, but no language at my commandcouldadequately express my detestation of the men and measuresadopted torob Ireland of her birthright. Whatever glory attachesto the English flag,the distant possessions which to-day belong totheBritish Crown,and the liberty these possessions enjoy are dueas much toIrishgrip and valour as to any other cause.The Irishhavebeenbrave, loyal, and faithful soldiers whetheronseaor land. Theyhave successfully fought allbattlesbut theirown. Andnow to-day, when Irelandasks for the extension of thatliberty toher which the life blood of her sons have purchased forother subjects of the British Crown,her people are denounced astraitors and as being unworthy and unfitted for the enjoymont ofsuch privileges. The accusations are as false as Heaven"is truethey are as false as are the hearts of those who utter such sen-timents. There is no element of disloyalty or dishonour in askiuofor that which in the sight of God aud man ia legally andmorally due, and if refused it is only natural that men. should
resort to such legal means as may be available to enforce theirjust demands. The people of Ireland have done no more, and, asmen, they could do no less. Though the men o'i "J8 lost 50000souls,yet the sacrifices made werecheaphad they lost ten thousandtimes as manyhad they succeededinpurchasing the liberty of their
country. Butexperiencehas long sines taught all reflecting mindsthat a resort to physical force is a useless weapon wherewith tosecure theliberties of Ireland. Ifever Ireland's wrongsare rio-hteditwillbe through theagency of ahigher and mightier powfi^-the
resistless pow.er of anenlightened publicsentiment. Moralsuasionand ceaseless effort, couple! withconsistent conduct, are worth farmore thanGatling guns,but unanimity of sentiment and purpose

among the Irish people themselves is worth more than allAndit is nay firm belief: that till Irishmen of every denominationaud creed reanse that Irelandis their country, ana not the otherman's— until they sink their senseless differences and present anunitedand unbrokenhost— their claims shallnever be recognised.
It is. indeed, lamentable that in an age of progress like this, thereshould stall be irreconcilable elements in amatter where the veryMe and happiness of their common country is concerned It i!s>however,gratifying to note that there are abundantevidencesonevery bido that tne animosities of thepast are rapidly disappearing1

givingplace to a mutual admirationof one another's virtues andequal toleration of each other's faults. Personally,Ifullyentertainthehope that, erelong-, isonh and South.East and West will standunited. Itisanold saying that "the darkest hour is that beforethe dawn. 1hough Ireland's hopesare to day enwraptin gloomand mdoubt, yet 1believe succour is near at hand. Should thegrowingsentiment which is so manifest to-daybetween Englandand theUnited States result ina better understanding— which mayultimately terminate iaa definitealliance— not only Irelandbut allmankind would profit by buch a happy consummation. ThenEngland s contention that the recognition of Ireland's demandswould weaken her (England's) prestige inEurope,besides being amenace to the cousolidation of theEmpire, would be no longer
tenable. With themoral andphysical strengthof theUnitedStatesbehindEngland, no power or combination of powers could success-fully assail her. For buch a union none would fight morebravely
thanIrishman,but withouta full and fair recognitionof Ireland'srights there can be no enduring or profitable Anglo-AmericanUnion. But with Irish liberty and justice oncemore enthronedinCollege Green,and the green flagof Erin beneath the protecting-folds of theUnion Jack and the Stars andStripes, together theyshall bear the stress and storm of battles, wouldgomarchino- onhand in hand, fighting only for peace and prograss, God

&
andhumanity.
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