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THERE is a literary scavenger on the staff of the
A LITERARY  Dunedin Lrening Ster. His special function is
RAG-AND-BONE to burrow aud snuflle—like an unclean animal—
AAN, among the street-swecpinps of na-Popery litera-
ture and serve up therefrom a few malodorons
dishes every week to its readers, instead of int resting news-items
—which cost “moneysh.” No-Popery clippings are got without
much expenditure of either money or brains. And the creature
who burrows after them need not wear clean linen, They may he
fotercsting to some, but we venture to think that they stink in the
nostrils of the vast majority of the non-Catholics, as well as the
Catholics, of Dunedin. It wonld be a libel on our Protestant
fellow-townsmen to think otherwise. We do not know who this
literary scavenger may be—perhaps cue of those whose Christianity
consists in hating those who choose to worship God at a different
altar, and in serenely forsetting that there is, or ever Wis, GNY con-
mandment forbidding one to beay false witness again<t one's neigh-
bour, Three things, however, mre certain : (13 That the Duncdin
Leening Star i3, and has long Dbeen, dwsgracin:  honeurable
journalism by making this no-Popery business one of its eonstant
features ; (2) that the only purpose or effect of its policy can be to
arouse mutual misunderstanding, 11-feeling, and wtrite between
various bodies of Christ'ans that have hitherts livel ha pply
thgether in Dunedin ; (3) that the Duncdin 27 eu Teg Nree = unfit
resding for any Catholic ind.viduoal v any Cathalie home,  Wede
not propose to attempt ralving the riddleas to why the L ain g Star
should adopt a no-Pupery programme in Dunedin,  We shall, hyw-
ever, in the interests of fair-play and common decency retirm to
this subject at an early date,

OuR readers will recollect the strictures which we
passel some time ago on the doings and sayings of
a gaol-bird who has been roaming England and
Scetland in company with a female cotpanion, de-
liverinyr screaming harangnes on the -~ abomina-
tions of Popery.” People are evidently petting i of the fonl
crusade of ealumny, At York, the precious pair »le tured ” in the
Pestival Coneert Rooms tu very scanty wuslvnces,  The Anglican
Dean of York took ocensicn of their proscace 1) 2ddices the follow-
ing letter to the local Press: —

“ As chairman of the trustees of the Testival Concort Rooms, I
was not a little vesed to find that the hall bl boen lof, throngh the
inadvertence of a subordimate, for what scome s e wn unprovoked
and offen-ive attack upon a large and milacntid baly of our fellow-
Christian>.  As wy position in relatlon to these rovmes is probably
well known, it may be asoumed that ths hall wa- et for this pur-
pose with my coguizarce and sanction, aud [ whoald be YOIy sorry
to appear capable of any such procceding, which i- specially dis-
tasteful to myself, There are duff. rences betwoen all sections of
Christinng which probably have their blemishes likewise, and there
are times and wethods by which these may be reasonably and profit-
ably discussed, but in the present instance the attack is made by un-
known assailants, whose only credentials wounld, of themselves, give
o special and offensive animus to their action, and their wethod
adopted is to suggest insinuations which must be repugnant to many
devout minds, I see nothing at the present moment to justify an
attack so made, to which wull Christian communitics are equully
exposed. Such meetings us those which are taking place to-day 1
regard as singularly at variunce with the history and purpose of the
building, and, thercfore, 1 cannot but regret that it should he
employed in an unjustifiable effort to wound the most tender sus-
ceptibilities of & large number of our fellow-Christians, and to dis-
turb the peace and harmony which, happily, prevail amongst us,—~I
remain, yours faithfully, Awriaor P. Porey-Cusrt.”
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A GRAVE situation has ariren in Italy, It has
been coming for a long time. and the widespread
and fierce character of the present cutbreak only
serves to show that the throne which the Savoy
dynasty placed by frand snd force in Rome is set upon a mine-field.
Bread riots on a vast scale arc taking Place all over [taly, Tospeak
more correctly, the price of bread was made the pretest for rioting
which continued in full swing after the alleyed cause had been
removed. It is the old trouble that erops up year after year in the
pleasant springtime, and 14 ~uppre-sed as promptly as may be. The
presint outbreak is of a fur more serions nature—so serious, indeed,
that the Government exercises a severe censorship over tele-
gramy for the purpose of preventing the public both at home and
abroad from getting an adeguate idea of the arave character of the
outbreak, But the news that has leaked through shows that the
outhreaks are of a most serious nature ; that they are taking place
il over the country from Nieily almost to the Alps; that women
take part in them ; that the military have been in many places put
to fl pht by the rioters ; that at Milan hundreds, if not thousands,
of people (as stated)} have been shot down by the troops ; and that
there is no immediage prospect of law, order, or prosperity retarning
to Lthe untortunate country which has been che butt of every curse
that military despotism and polit.eal knavery could infliet upon it
since the day when the Sardinian troops battered the walls of the
Purta Pia, Rome, on the 2Jth of Scptember, 1870,

I& THE END
COMING?

* * *

Is there no hope? XNo e, solong as the present réyime lasts,
There are land evils under whick Italy is groaning which might be
removed by an enlightened system of law-making. This would
palliate, but not remove, the deep curse under which Italy is fast
drifting to ruin. Absentevism and ihe land-agent (or gabellottn)
are as greut a curse in Sicily and other parts of ltaly as they have
been in lieland. Theland-ienure system makes it dilticult, and often
impossible, t) break up larre estates. There is uo encouragement
for svientilie cultivation., New Italy hasz scourgel the farmer with
whips and 8501 pions, and if they and the labouring classes are still
tranquil, it is largely owing to the happily growing infiuence of the
Cutholic clergy. The Italian Government has baunished God from
their schools, It bis swallowed upsome £30.00h000 of property
which was chicfiy devoted to charity. It bas forecd upon the peopls
a military eenscription which they hate; and financial burdens
whish are »0 ineguitably balanced as to fall west heavily upen the
buwble caltzvators of the soil,

* o *

Akove the peasant there stands a military tyranny. a cerrapt
Parliament ; around him. rain ; and i the future utter hopeless-
ness, Four years ago the Left issucd a manifesto, every word of
which is donbly true to-day ;-

* Commeree is stagn: nt, baukruptey generu] savings are seized,
small properties stuecumb undor fiscnl exietions, agriculture lan-
guishes, stiflad under taxation, emigration - increasing in an
alarming proportion to the population., the mumwcipalities squander
and become penniless ; the counuy, in taxes of various kinds, pays
no less than seventy per ceut, e, tour or five tmes as much as is
paid by rich natives, The mateial taxable diminishes every day,
becaure production 1s paalyred 1 its most vital parts. and misery
has shrunken consumption : in s word the whole land is devoured
by military exactions ard the crnminal tolly of a pelivy given over
to interests and ambitions which totally ivyeie the true necessities
of the people.”

Ifad Jtaly united in a confederacy-—as Pius I1X, hoped and
desired —and remained sirietly neatral, Like Belgium, instead of
aping the cost'y ways of a great miiitary power, the country would
have beun bappy and prosperoms. Ttuly’s ruin bogan with the
fall of the tewpoaal power, The day may yet comc which was pre-
dicted by a wellandurmed wrirer in the Forfuightly Review some
four years ago * that German troops will be askel to preserve social
otder in the ¢ldies and provinos of Italy.’
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