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NOTICE,

All communications connected with the Commercial Depari-
ment of the N.Z. TaBLET Newspaper ave to be addressed to
Fohn Murray, Secretary, to whom also Post Office Ovrders and
Cheques ave vn all instances lo be made payable.

Al communications connected with the literavy depart

ment, veporfs, correspondence, newspaper cuitings, ete., should
be addressed to the Editor.

Correspondents are particularly reguested to bear in mind
that to insuve publication in any particular issue of the paper
communications must veach this Office not latev than Twuesday
morning.

Corvespondents forwarding obiiuary and mavriage noiices
are particularly vequested to be as concise as possible.

Annual Subscription, 255 bcoked, 225 6d if paid in
advance ; shorier peviods at pr portionate vates.

MABRRIAGES,

GRAVE—McQUIN~—On the 1lth May, 1898, at St. Joseph's
Cathedral, Dunedin, by the Rev. Dean Mackay, Jumes Burton
Eustace Grave to Katherina McQuin.,

RowE—BAKER-GABB—On May 9th, 1898, at the Pro-Cathedral,
Christchurch, by the Very Rev. Father Le Menunt des Chesnais,
B.M,, Vicar-General, John Henry Rowe, Bank of New South Wales,
Inglewood, to Mary Alice Baker-Gabb, of Wellington.
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HE lagt hundred years have witnessed mauy a
momentons change in the fortunes of Ireland.
The Union, the famine, DMsestablishment, the
land laws, will ever couut among the biz land-
marks of the century’s history. These wore
the upheavals,  They stand like hills above the
plain, Bt through all the centnry’s shiftin
change there has been the steady grind o,

minor forces that have also gone to shape the nabional

history and character.  One of the most cuwions of thiese is
that which hag transformed public fife and the relations of
the creeds in Belfast. ‘The change, though slowly wronght,
has all the violent churacter of a voleanic upheaval, ™ In
1798, Belfast I'rotestants——mon of educalion and  hioh
position—were the Jeaders In o movement to free their
native land. The runk and file of their [followers were
mainly Protestants, too, and there eyisted hetween thiem and
the Catholic body o spirit ol gencrous friendliness which
was not sut passed, if it was ciuatled, hy auy eity in Breland.

Nowadays the Catholic minority receive the barest toleration

in Belfast. Liberal-minded Protestants ave hounded down.

Year after year—in cach recurring July — an actual or

potential state of clvil war eafsts in the capital of Ulster.

Only a few days ago the descendants of the men who stood

in friendship side by side in 1708, assembled for a leral and

peaceful celebrution of the centenary which has been hetd
by Protestant und Catholic alike all over the world, They
and the forces of the Crown were furiously attacked by the

Orangemen,  Houses were wrecked and looted by the

“gons of Williain," and there was a rencwal of ali the erime

and bleodshed which—with other unpleasant features

have made the history of Belfust the shame of Ulster and
the grief of Ireland.
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The woful change which poisons every relation of social
and public life in Belfast has been wionght by the strangest
association of modern times—thie Ovinge Society. It wis
founded in blood in 1793. Two years lauter it sought to
cover over its early crimes with a cloak of religion ; but, as
the Irish Presbylerian writer Dr. Kinouy says, it was ‘a
disgrace to Protestantism,’ and its principles and practices
are alike detested by every fair-minded non-Catholie thub
knows them. The Society is o secret, oabh-bownd one, with
no fewer than nine rings within rings in its dark con-

venticles. DBefore the sonlib world its members pase as
champious of religious liberty. Yet they fiercely opposed the
repeal of the Corporation and the Test Act (1828), precisely
becanse such repeal would admit Protesiant Dissenters to o
few of the natural rights of Treemen, The fundamental
principle of the society—the perpetual ascendaney of one
crecll—demanded that Lhe worst {uatures of the penal laws
should be kept in force against hoth Cathelics and Pro-
bestant Dissenters till the end of time. The constitutional
agitation in favour of Catholic Emancipation kept the armed
lodges for yewrs in such a state of uproar, lawlessness, and
rebellion, thut they were supprossed by Act of Parliament in
1825, The passing of the Emancipation Bill, says the
Presbyterian historian Dr. KiLLeN, drove the resuscitated
lodges ‘almost to madness’; an English Protestant his-
torian, Rev. Mr. MoLEsworri, says it made them
‘ absolutely furious.” The same spirit exists to this hour.
One of the accredited organs of the Socicty, the Vicborion
Stendard (May, 1893), editorially tormed she Emancipation
Act a *fatal error” Every Orangeman, on his initiation,
swears that he will never, in any cirenmstances, vote for a
Catholie either at Parliamentary ov Municipal clections. 1In
Victoria and elsewhere the Society’s programme openly and
notorionsly inclodes the banishing of Catholics from the
Pablic service. In Belfast, Catholics—who form 26.3 per
cent of the population—were excluded from every office of
honour and emolument in the gift of public bodies. This
public and notorious scandal was—in the face of violent
opposition from the lodges—to soine small extent forcibly
remedied ab last by the Belfast Corporation Act of 1896, In
plain set terms : Belfast Catholics were, nntil a year and a-
baif ngo—and are to some extent even still—systematically
and deliberately deprived of some of the chief benefits of the
Lmancipation Act of 1829,
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This is the strange Society which has altered the
relations Letween Protestant and Catholic in Belfast—and
not in Belfast wlone, but in every part of Ulster that is
ridden by the lodges. Those portions of that distracted
province ure the only parts of Ireland where sectarian riots
are chronie; whae vielence, bloodshed, and pillage are
Visibed upouw the members of a relivious depominasion bhat
are in the minerity ; where great forces of military and
poiice wre annually deafied to keep the peace—atb enormous
cost to Lhe ratepayers—and where Royal Commissions have
Sab o fnquure into sectarian strife.  Belfast—the capital of
Oranclan-—holds the unenviable notoricty of leing the
ciudest and the worst scat of such disorders in Treland, A
perusil ot the Reports of RRayal Comemissions, of the Irish
Encentive, of the Parliamentary Reports (1835-6), and of
drbates in the House of Commeons, will lay the blame at the
rizng door. The Parliamentary Commitlce’s Report of
(N30 states that *the obvious tendency and effeet of the
Oraioe Noclety is: to excite one portion of the people
against the obher, bo increase the rancour and animosity too
often, wnfortunately, evisting Detween differens religious
perstuasions to excite to breaches of the peace
and to Dloodshed.”  The Royal Commissioners of 1557
slated that the Society leads to * vielence, outrage, religivus
animositics, hatred between classes, and too often hlaodshed
atl loss of life,”  No one who knows the history of Belfust
and of the Orange Society needs to be told Lhis. Lo is u
bitter misfortune that sucly an assostation has taken roos upon
onr shores : worse still, thut it is pelted by viee-royalty.
1t Is not as yeb strong ctiough to stand up, as in Ulsber amd
Cunuds, (n bold delinnes of right and taw and order.  Those
who love Olristian peace will hope that it never way be.
We have before us not alone the melancholy story of North-
Bast Ulster.  There also stand close to our door the warn-
ing spectacle of lodge-vidden Melbourne, and, across the
Pacitie, the blood-ergics that stained the history of Canada
rom 1871 to 1878, We muy well pray, with the Chureh,
for * peace in our days.’

DUNEDIN AND DISTRICT.
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Ox Yriday, June 17, the annual concert in aid of St. Vincent de
Paul Society will be held in the City Iall. Tt is entirely neciless
for us to say anything in lavour of this Society. It has now been
in existence for many years and althonph the funds at its disposal
kave boen execedin:ly lunited, 1L has carricd on a noble work in
relieving the neetsities of the poor.  Apart sltogether, however,
from the lnudable objeet for which the cutertainment has been pro-

Th e Fam O u S ‘i VI CTO RY . 1} The Be:l, Sewing M::)(ﬁ;;l?c in ﬁl,‘}a%l:}';ré(ijs ili‘ﬂ[;g;‘,[{:m prizes this month



