
evenPresbyterianwritersadmit that episcopacy waswell-established
within a fewdecades after the death of the last Apostle, and we
may add, so well established that all recollection of a previous
(supposed) different state of things had quite vanished from the
Church. EvenDr. Watt admits that the supposedchange from an
assumed Presbyterianism toEpiscopacy set in" in the Churchvery
early." In fact, he meets the full-fledgedCatholic system— Pope,
bishops,priests, Saints Clement,Ignatius,Irenaeus, and the rest

—
at

the farthest dim dawnof the Church's history. Indealing withhis
topic hehad,therefore,perforce to refer to the Catholic system. It
wasanecessity of the situation. But it is a matter of regret that
he felt himself called upon to adopt towards the oldest and the
greatest religious body in Christendom a tone of discourtesy as
marked as it was unexpected and uncalled for. Such terms as"Popish,""Papist,"and "' Romish

"
may be well left to the slums

of religious controversy. In the mouths of men of learning and
refinement these fierce epithets of the penalcode bear at least the
semblance of intentional offence. The Rev.Doctor has. in effect,
taught his pupils theuse of these theological"swear-words." The
law of the land and the canons of good society have alike dis-
carded them. Even learnedDoctors might well follow suit.

WHY WE WRITE.

The subject dealt withby Dr. Watt is too vast and many-sided
tobe dealt with adequately in the amplest space we could allow
ourselves in theN.z.tablet, much less in the restricted and un-
certain space allowed in the correspondence columns of a secular
daily paper. The purpose of this and thefollowingpapers is merely
togive the lay readera generalgrasp of the subject, referring him
for fuller informationto books dealing with thematter in crtcnso.

HOW HE FAILED.

At the outset we may state that our objection to Dr. Watt's
treatmentof the Apostolicsuccession covershisdiscourse as a whole,
and, inaddition,each of the five leading positionshe has taken up,
and almost every statementhe has made. When we saw that the
learned Doctor was on the warpath against Episcopacy, we had
thought that he would have gone on the trail with shield as well
as tomahawk and arrow

— with weapons of defence as well as of
offence. Inundertaking to establish the Presbyterian character of
the early Churchhe should have

(1) Advancedarguments to establish his claim— if he could.
(2) He should, moreover,have at least made some attempt to

demolish thevery serious facts andarguments, both from Scripture
and from ecclesiastical history, which, on the face of them, tell
against his contention.

how's this1

Dr.Watt has done neither the one thing nor the other. (1)
Hehas treatedus to a divisionof the One Fold into twocamps

—
"

theministry
"

and
"

the Church." He has favoured us with some
of his privateideas as to the workingsof grace, and asto what, in
his judgment, theall-wise Godought tohavedone(but didnot do) in
foundingHisChurch. ThegoodDoctorhasdeclaimed. He hasscolded.
Buthe has quite forgotten the one thingneedful :frombeginning to
end he hasnot made one serious attempt at provingthe thesis which
he stated withso much fl ireof trumpet and beat of ecclesiastical
drum. The omission is significant. The reader may divine its
cau=e.

VIMIY SIGXITICANT.

(3). Itis usually an easymatter toestablish aplausible ca«e by
suppressing all reference to facts or arguments that tell the contrary
way. This Dr. Watt has done. And even with this advantage of
loadeddice, he has— for the reasonstated above— signally failed to
score. The objections against his contention lare derived from
Scripture and from ecclesiastical history. 'J hey are many
and fatal. Some of them will bj stated by us in the
next of our articles on this subject. Dr. Watt may believe, or
affect to believe, that they are flimsy and of little weight.
That is not the question. It is sufficient for him that such
difficultiesare stated andare notorious. A more urgent reason for
dealing with them lies in the fact that they brought conviction to
thousands of the greatest minds that Christendom has produced
EvenGrotiuß. himself amember of the Presbyterian body,held that
the Angels of the Churches in the Apocnlijpxr of St. John were
diocesan bishopsand nothing else. All tins might well have urged
Dr. Watt to deal adequately with some at least of the tangle of
difficultiesin which a man finds himself involved whenhe setsforth
toprove that the early Christians were Presbyterians. In Catholic
TheologicalSeminaries allover the world objections to the Church's
dogmas are strongly and persistently urged. Her doctrines are
tested by a -very Bearchlight of fact and logic. Dr. Watt is ap-
parentlynot abeliever in extendingsuch a system to the examina-
tionof the question of Episcopacy versus Presbyterianism, by the
pupilsof the Theological College. He has given

NO WHISPER,

not abreath, regarding thebiblical and historical difficulties with
whichhis thesis is bristling on all sides, No onereadinghis lecture
could gather fromitahint as to the nature, or even the existence,
of these difficulties. Still less could he learn thatthey haveswayed
thebeliefs ofthewholeofChristendomfor1500years,andofthevastly
greaterpart ever since Presbyterianism arose rather late in the day.
We are not called upon to hazard an opinion as to the results
of feeding the youthful theological mind on such half-ideas on a
great questionwhich divides thePresbyteriancreeds from the rest
of Christendom. We had looked for a strong and scholarly treat-
ment of the subject fromthe learned Doctor. He has given us only
evidences of conscious weakness. The fault lies with the theme,not
with theman. So much fora generalreview cf the subject. We
purpose to touch onmatters of detail in our next issue.

(To be continued.)

Since our last issue wenttopress, thesituationbetween theUnitedStates and Spain has become more acute. Matters have nowreached a stage at which the tension betweenthe twocountries iswell-nighunendurable. The war-spirithasgrowninto awar-fever "
the preparations for theconflict are beingpushed on with feverishactivity, and the fleets of both powers are mobilised and ready tostriice at anymoment. A regrettable feature in the preparationsis
the number of privateers that are being got ready to prey uponcommerce. Spain and the United States were not parties to the
treaty of 1856 which declared privateering abolished. Inthis respect Spain runs verylittle risk— for she has little to lose—and, in the eventof war willundoubtedly endeavour to levy someof the costof the struggle off the vast and ill-protected commerceof the United States. The only thing thatprevents active hostili-ties is apparently the difference between the Senate and the Houseof Rapresentatives with regard to the proposed action in Cuba
The following is the substance of the Press Association's cablemessages since our last issue :— The House of Representativesby
324 to20 passeda resolution authorising the President touse force
tosecurepermanentpeace anda stable independentgovernment forCuba. A minority proposal for the recognition of the CubanRepublic was rejected by 191 to 150. The Senate Foreign Com-
mittee has reported that theMaine wasdestroyedby the official actof the Spanish authorities, or by gross negligence equivalent tocriminal action. A great scene occurred in the House. Membersfought and rushed the aisles like madmen, exchanging epithets
such as

" liars
"

and "scoundrels." Heavy books werethrown,andthe Speaker vainly tried torestore order. One member on appeal-ingnot todisgraceCongress was hissed.
The American flying squadron, consisting of two battleships

and the armouredcruiser "Brooklyn," andtwocoastdefencecruisers,
leftHamptonRoads, thenavalstationatthemouthof James River
under sealed orders. The squadronassembled at Key Westincludestwo battleships, the armoured cruiser " New York," four othercruisers, twogunboats, the monitors,and the torpedo flotilla. TheAmerican China squadron consists of the cruisers

"
Olympia,""Baltimore," " Boston," and "Raleigh," and the gunboat "Con-cord." Five patrol ships and naval reserves guard the coasts of

Maryland,Massachusetts,Michigan, and New Jersey. Eight regi-
mentshavebeen ordered toNew Orleans ;seven toTampainFlorida;seven to Mobile,in Alabama;and six cavalry regiments to Chucka-rnauga. A flying squadron is stationed in Hampton Roads. TheWar Office authorities are mobilising regiments at Key West.Congress has been asked to authorise the summoning of 400,000
militia. General Lee's evidence regarding the cause of the Maine
disaster has aroused an intense outcry for vengeance throughout
the United States.

Cable messages received on the 18thinst. report thatthe senateby C7votes to 21, adoptedthe resolutions carried by a majority of
the ForeignRelations Committee declaring for the iudependenceofCuba and requiring Spain to evacuate the island, and directing
President M'Kinley touse force, The Senate then adjourned. Asone House directs the employment of extrememeasures, while the
other merely leaves authority to the President to resort to force ifhe deems it necessary,a conference between the two Chambers is
expected. The Senate resolved that the United States shall notexercise sovereign control,except for the purposes of pacification,
and whenthat is accomplishedshe will leave Cuba to the control of
her own people. The HouseofRepresentativeswill probably resist
therecognitionof theCubanrebelGovernment. A deadlockbetweenthe two Houses is feared. Itis stated that the Senate's recognition
of theCuban Republic is the outcomeof aDemocratic, Populist,Silverite, and Radical pro-Cuban coalition to embarrass PresidentM'Kinley. Other messages announcethat the BostonLegislature,
inside half anhour,votedhalf a million dollars for the assistanceof the militia of the State of Massachussets, and that GreatBritainwill treat coal as a contraband of war if shipped to the WestIndies.

In Spain the war feeling runs quite as high as in theUnitedStates. The American consulates ac Barcelona and Malaga havebeen attacked by mobs and the windows smashed. The Spanish
Government have addressed a Note to the Powers complaining ofthe offensive attitude of the American Senate towards Spain. TheQueen Regent of Spain has abandonedher opposition to war,and
subscribed a million pesetas (£40,000) to the war fund. SenorBernabe, the Spanish Ambassador, has been ordered to withdrawfrom Washington immediately. Spain is furious at General Lee's
imputation of Spanish officers being cognisant of aplot toblow up
the Maine. The navy fund has amounted to urore than 3,000,000
pesetas (apeseta is 9£d). The Minister of War and the Ministerof
Marine reported to the Spanish Cabinet that measures ior the
defence of Cuba were completed. The Cabinet decided that theattitude of intervention on the part of America was incompatible
with the sovereign rights of Spain. The Government would notadmit of interference with internal affairs. An official Notewhich has been issued adds that Spain will not take action
unless America resorts to coercion. Consciousness of right (it says)
gives the Government serenity to watch and defend the sacredinterests of the Spanish race. General Blanco is negotiating with
the Cuban insurgent chiefs for an armistice. Don Carlos has ap-
pealed to his supporters to assist the Government. He has alsoissued a manifesto, in which he declares that the Spanish Govern-
ment will be traitors if, through fear of war, they permit the Joss
of Cuba. Don Carlos announces his intention to visit Spain inorder toraise volunteers. The Madrid Press displaya warlike tone.One journal states that unless they wish to close Spain's history
they must fight. Madrid is practically under martial law. A mobof 5,000 paradedthe streets a few days ago demanding the declara-
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