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for perfect equality with our non-Catholic fellow-countrymen in all
that regards endowment and privileges of University institutions,
and express our determinntion to enforce that claim by every consti-
tutional means in our power.,” The resolution was supp rted by
Professor Steinberger, M.A., F.R. UL, in a spoech so fitting anl to
the point that we cannot refrain from quoting, said * he had
travelled or lived in most of the conntries of FEurops, and when he
first come to Ireland to learn the Irish language he mst with muny
surprises, but nothing surprised him more than to find Irelani—
which taught the greater part of the countries of Europe, and but
for which he might now be a barbarian ou the Alps or on the
Danube (laughter)—without a University of its own. He was
asbonished to find thas the Catholic people ot {reland had no Univer-
sity. If they looked to India they could find the people provided
for in this respect. If they looked ts Austria, which was pretty
much like the British Empire, in having under its dominion many
different races and people speaking various languages, they would
find the higher educational wants of these people well provided for ;
but Ireland is the only place in Kurope where the mijority of the
peaple hive no University (hear, hear).” The fullowing resolution
was also carried ;- That we call on the members of Parliament for
the town and county to press the Catholic clain for perfest educa-
tional equulity on the House of Commons on ev.ry suitabls
ozcasion, and to expose the wroeney of tho grievance, and the

injustice which a delay in dealing with it inflicts on the Cathelic
community,”

EKILDARE —Inspection of the Diocesan Schools.—The
fifth annual report of the inkpection of rchoeols in the above diocese
has just been published and present:d to the bishop, the Most Rev.
Dr Foley, by the diovesan evaminer, the Rev, Wm. Phelan, The
report shows that there are 270 schools in the diacese, and the sub-
jects taught were prayers, catechism, explanation of catechism, and
Bible history, Father Phelan elassifies the schools in accordanee
with the resnlts of his exnmination, and we learn from the report
that 52 schools specially distinguished themselves, as the answering
of the children in every subjest was super-excellent, 117 were excel-
lent, 60 good, 37 moderate, and four unsatisfactory. In the order of
merit a3 to parishes, Bagnalstown ranks first place in the diocese, for
out ot 1000 children on the rolls, only three were absent through
illness on the day of the examination, and the answering was of snch
 superior nature that every one of the 10 schoo's in the parish got
the mark super-excellent in the column of merit. Clonegal parish
ranks next with five out of its schoolssuper-excellent. Tullow next
with five out of eight schools super-excellent. Carlow parish has
an excellent record, the three Convent Schools scoring super-excel-
lent marks on the advanced programme, while Kildare, Naas, Abbey-
leix, and Borris have also taken a very hirh position,

LOUTH.—Unveiling of a Statue to 8t. Brigid in St.
Nicholag’ Church, Dundalk.—A very interesting cerciony took
place in the beautitnl little chapel attached to St, Nicholas',
Dundalk, on Mooday, Febraary 7, when w statue to St, Brigid,
which has lately beon added to the intornal decorations or the
church, was wolomnly onveded, Thgh Miss was celebrated at 11
o'clock, the celebrant b i g Rev, I’ Fimegan, C.C.; deacon, Rev. B,
Donnellan, Adin: and sabulesson, Bev, ¥ M-Noeee, GO, The
e-remony of unve ling teok place am 3 o'dlogk before a large con-
gregation, afier whieh Iev Faher Muthew, ot the Capuehin
Order. preached a very earitest @ nl cLogaent serion. Tue devotions
were bronght to a olose by Ro-ay and Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrawment,

MAYO0.—Tue Distress in the Waogt -— Most pitiable
accounts still reach us of the dreadiul =tate of things in the Wost
ot Ireland. Lwge districts (writes the Frooman’s Jouraal) are on
the brink of famins. Duy by day, aud from every direction the
evidence of the wcute distress sccumulates upon us, The procee-
dings at a meeting in Swinford show the union in so lamentable a
condition that the overworked relievi p officers are driven to seek
for assistance or to resign. and at the sune tune indicte the strong
protest of the people azainst the notable projest of 3r, Balfour by
which the starving rateiayers are ¢onmissiouel to save each other
from starvation. To Belwullet, a3 the Government has been over
and over again warned, famine has arrived. The great bulk of the
sixteen or seventeen thousand inbabitants are in Linmediute and
pressing want of tool. The potato crop, which wa~ their main
dependence, has completdly failed. These is the utmost difliculty
in obtaining supplies from the outer world. The Goverument, by
refusing the ralway demnanded, and substituting a hazardou-, inter-
migtent, and practically worthless boat service, hos done whag st
can to uccentuate and perpetuate the distress. Fach stury of the
distress appeirs the most piticble possible till the nexs is toid.  In
the parish of Carrurcoe the people are actually clamowmiing for
Iadian meal to keep the life in them, and there is no rewon to
& 1ppose that in many other districts the strain of the tu aiue (1t is
taue to call iz by its true name) is any less severe.

ROSCOMMON.— Mr. Hayden, M.P,, and the Local
Government Bill.—Mr. J. P, Hayden, 3.1, for South Rorconunon,
tikes up a very curicus position with regard to the new Irish Local
Government Bill, Thonugh a Cathobe member, he objects to the
B.I1 because 1t inakes it pussible tor a Cathelie priest to be returncd
- a menber of a County Coundil, The Lundn Tebleé gives him
the fol'owmg well-de~erved castigation :(—+Mr. J, P, Hayden,
Yarnellite member for Routh Po~common, seeins to have a enrousis
intelorant miml, At least, so we judge fram the following woids.
whioch we find reported m the Jrovk Fopes: P11 the rumour were
true that clergywen wou.d be ehipible tor election to tlie County
Councils under the coming Lecal Govermwnent Bill, then 1n the part
of the vountry be came from, he knew whele districts 1n which
every parish would be 1epresented Ly a priest.  This Bill woull net
be at all ac:eptable 1F the Goserument peristed in keeping such
¢lause us that in it Mere {s & Catholic member of Parliament

waniing to invent new disabilities for the C.Lthplie prieshoal,
Why should the electors be forbidden to chno & privst to represent
them oa a County Council if they think him the best man for the
post 7 Wu supp we Mr. Hayden does uot like priests in piblic lite,
Well, other people do not like Parusllites, but it 18 not prop wed on
that account to pass a law to preveut Parn.llites sitting i Parlia-
ment, Itisan old situation when an Irish member of Parliament
is seriously unhappy bicause a Tory Goverument propises to leave
a Catholic people at liberty to show the v coufilsnee in thuir priests
by electing them as their representative.”

WATERFORD.—Ths Univarsity Myvanm$ in Water-
ford ! Lord Waterford gives it his Sap)ors.—3ss large aud
enthusiastic meeting in the Ciuy Hil, Wawertord, the Bishop of
Waterford, who presuled, made a tew briet rem ks at tha close of
which he made an interesting snnoun::nent, IHis Lordship said
that whilst they demand educationul vqialiy, anl eqnality soon,
they did not demand that the equ.ivy <noul | be retained or gained
in this, that, or the other partwealsr fora. Tney had thair own
views, most of them at least, on tuut subj-ct. Sowme of thews might
be in favour of a separate colleg +, -oine of 1her wighe be in favour
of a separate university, but on this plaiform they welcomed all—
let it b said again, and emphaticaily—they w loowmd all who were
in favour of eqaality, no matter whether the eqiali y was to be
reached by the establishment of a s-parate university, or by the
establishment of a college or collesss. He had risen only todix-
charge a formal duty and without any intention of taking part in
the proceedings of the meeting. Bnt before he sat down he thought
it but rizht to rewd o letter which he had received the previous day,
and he read it beeiuse it was addve sed €0 himaself, and still more
because of the eminent pogrition of the writer, and because, he was
happy to say, it was the first decluration on a mitter of public
interest that had been made by the writer, Lord Waterford, The
letter was as foliows: © [ have to apologise for not replying to
your letter before, but I have only just returned from the North.
I most heartily sympathise with the project of establishing a
university for Roman Catholics in Ireland, and hope that the move-
ment will be successful. I regret to say that I shall not beable to
be in Waterford to attend the meeting., I hope your Lordship will
make whatever use of this letter you may think fit,"

WICKLOW.—The Glencree Industrizl School.—The
annual repory of this reformatory for the year 1807 has just been
issued, and gives ample evidence of the useful work which is being
carried on by that valuable institution. Thenumber of boys detained
during the past year averaged 167. During the year 74 boys were
committed. The majority of commitments were for petty larcenies, or
attempted larcenies. Out of the 74 boys sent to (lencree 35 had
been previously convicted, Every effort, says the report, is made to
teach the boys trades, so as to enable thewm teo live respectably on
roing oub into the world, and the statistics of re-conviction show
that those eff rts are, as a rule, snceessful.  We note with regret
that public sub-criptions fell off during 1847, Only £102 was con-
tributed, a sumn which fell short by £10 of the amount spent on
setting the heye in situations, We hope that during the coming
yeaa Father Cux and the Brothers will receive the practical
~ympathy and sipport which their work undoubtedly deserves,

GENERAL.

The Irish Association for the Prevention of Intempar-
aace.— Che report of the Irish Ascociatinn tur the Preveotion of
Intewperwnce which has just been izsued, shows that during the
year Ireland «pent £11,659,804 on aleoholie beverages, an euormous
amount, as the report remarks, for a poor connt y with a d crensing
population and decayin s indu-tries to tax itselt with, This amount
shows, however, a decrea-e as compare 1 with 138, ot £12203. The
amnunt ~pent on drink represents an annual ouatlay of £2 105 9d
per head of the population.  There is a decrese n the amount of
epirits cousumed but u counterbalancing merease 1n the guantity
of heer and porter, The Associatiom does all 1n its power, by the
spread of tewperance literacure and by froqueut open air me tings,
tn combat the drink evil, and certainly des: rves tne hearty suppors
of all rectivns in the community. The repors discises the mportant
guestion of introlucing temperance 1mstruction ineo the swhools. It
says , 'he National Board of Edueation have re ently included a
much larger nnmber of lersons giviog soientific temperance
teachins in therr Alternative Series ot School Books, This country
is stall, however, far bebind others, and e~pecially the United State-,
in providing wdequate physiological and sclentific  temperance
teaching for hiddren, and woe shall not tail 1o press the matter on
the attenrien of theose vesponsible tor the edncatinon of the rising
generation.”  This {sosn aspest of the temperance guestion which
deserves the ciretul attention of educatbionists nes only in the Qld
Cuuntry but in the Colonies alse.

The following chaste lines, which «legantly pourtray Ireland’s
devation to the Holy Ser. were suggested by the sight ot Dr.
I'renderygast’s Conseeration Ring.

THE RISHOP'S RING,
1Tis+ Consecration’s Seal it showel
On hind where ne’er had jewel been ;
In massive band an einerald glowed
And wreathiny it with sharpar sheen
Were diamonds—thar. like dewdrops rolled
(HF leaflet grecn, took dircled hoid
Close clinging to that stem of gold,
Flashing before our hifted eyes
Upon the shapely Celtic hund,
Meetly, methoughe, it typiii &
That consecrats d natal Lund
Its wearer elaims—BEarth's vernal gem !
Whese saints (the diamonds emblem them)
In exile cla~p Bome's parent sten,

By MarGgargr M, HHAnvgy in Tresh Catholir,



